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Jimmy Davis Vote 


Cues Speculation 


On Auditioning Candidates for Sound 


Memphis, Jan. 25. 


Sinatra for the Senate? Crosby 
for Congress? Is that the sort of 
lineup ‘twill take to win the elec- 
tions of the future in these United 
States? 

Political bigwigs from one end of 
Dixie to the other are asking them- 
selves such questions this week in 
the wake of Jimmy Davis’ 35,000- 
vote plurality in Louisiana’s hectic 
balloting for governor last Wednes- 
day (19). 

That the singing composer of that 
corny ballad, “You Are My Sun- 
shine, My Only Sunshine,” could 
actually lead the ticket in the State 
gubernatorial campaign was some- 
thing the wiseacres from the back 
room had never believed for a mo- 


ment. Yet there it was, in black 
and white. Jimmy Davis was more 
than 10,000 votes ahead of former 


Congressman Lewis L. Morgan in 

the race for the Democratic nomi- 

nation on the basis of practically 

complete returns. 

-Of course, there will have to be a 
(Continued on page 16) 


Jazzique “Characters” 
Hypo Met’s Staid Cafe 
Into Hotcha Saloonacy 


By ABEL GREEN 


The Metropolitan Opera House had | 


its last jazz concert in 1933 with Paul 
Whiteman, George Gershwin and W. 


C. Handy, but nothing like the 
boogie-woogie wildness obtained 


then as it did last Tuesday night (18) 
on the occasion of Esquire’s all- 
American jam session. The Met, 
which has just turned the golden an- 
niversary mark, has given its old 
retainers something to talk about for 
anoiher 50 years. Some of the char- 
acters seen in the Golden Horseshoe, 
ind in the other partierre boxes and 
oges, were enough to make even 
Broadway Rose self-conscious. 

But that’s as nothing to the sedate 
Louis Sherry cafe (scloon to us), 
which saw a record biz. The bar- 
keeps never hustled so many drinks, 
and even a touch of the Stork Club 
moved into the sacrosanct atmos- 
paere when somebody started play- 
ing ginrummy, while drinking, and 

(Continued on page 26) 


Kath. Dunham Terpers 
Too Torrid for Boston 


Boston, Jan. 25. 

After plenty of weeks on the road 
and in New York without anyone 
taking umbrage, Katherine Dun- 
ham’s “Tropical Revue” inevitably 
hit a censorship snag in the Hub 
When it opened here Monday night 
(17) at the Opera House. 

Dame show drew rave notices 
from all but Elliot Norton of the Post 
and Margaret Lloyd of the Mon.‘or, 
both of whom attacked various sec- 
tions of the show. It should be 
‘drastically altered in the name of 


(Continued on page 16) 


Nazis Guard Actors In 


Danish Play to Hold ’Em 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Nazis have put the entire cast of 
| the play “Sista Shriket” at National 
Theatre in Copenhagen under con- 
stant police guard to keep the actors 
from skipping, according to reports 
from Sweden. Play is strongly prop- 
agandist and anti-Democratic. and 
reported that the cast doesn’t like it, 

Two actors disappeared before the 
police guard was put on the show. 
They are Lars Nordrum and Jorn 


cording to Swedish reports. 


U.S. Cracks Down 


Continued publicity leaks in col- 
umns and news stories regarding 
performers about to take off on over- 
seas assignments ior USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., has USO execs and the 
War Dept. plenty worried. Up to 
now, USO has been forced to cancel 
trips where such leaks have oc- 
curred, but now more drastic action 
\is in the offing, as performers still 
|get prominent mention when about 
|} 10 go overseas. 
| It’s been pointed out that such 
| news breaks, especially regarding 
name performers, are a menace to 
national security, as it permits en- 
emy agents to watch talent and con- 
sequently obtain vital information 
regarding shipments. 

Danger of this type story has in- 
creased, since talent is now sent via 
troopships and convoys. 

(Continued on page 12) 


URGES CLOSING RADIO 
TO WAR COMMENTATORS 


Albany, Jan. 25. 

J. Norman Lodge, veteran Associ- 
ated Press war correspondent until 
recently in the South Pacific, urged 
during a speech before the New York 
State Publishers’ Assn. last week that 
war commentators be taken off the 
air. He asserted “The only things 
they tell you are the things you want 
to hear, not the things that actually 
happened.” 

Lodge, in a tough, blunt address 
on the war, declared that after we 
take Bougainville Island, then, and 
only then, will the Pacific war begin. 
He deplored the fact that the Pacific 
area “is way down on the priority 
list...now we are beginning to think 
it is at the bottom.” He reported 
that “the boys out there are saying, 
‘the only thing we got last September 
was Mrs. Roosevelt.” He warned 
listeners. not to write the boys about 
John L. Lewis or strikes. 


Ordning, who had leading roles, ac-| 


USO Leaks 


Even when | 


ALL 


U. S. Networks, Newsreels, 
Camp Shows’ Overseas 
Staffs Augmented As Zero 
Hour for Major European 
Invasion Draws Near— 
Topflight Pix Held in 


Readiness 


500 CSI UNITS 


Comes the invasion of Europe, and, 
American show business will be | 
ready to “go in” same as Allied} 


forces right from the opening round, | 
or as soon after as military authori-| 
ties deem advisable. 

Plans are nearing completion for 
the covering of the event by U. S. 
networks and newsreels, with lessons 
fearned in previous invasions both 
in the Mediterranean and Pacific 
areas as guides. The USO enter- 
tainment units, the OWI, which will 
handle propaganda and films for 
Civilian showing, the Army Signal 

(Continued on page 26) 


U. S. Jive Band Carries On 
In Shanghai But Under 
Japanese Surveillance 


By HAL P. MILLS 


Shanghai today boastsgthe great- 
est American dance cael ie its his- 
tory, but the Shanghai public does 
not hear it. 

The hepcats are prisoners of the 


Vast New Fields Eye Advent 
Of Tele; Threat to Newspapers? 


4 


London Philharmonic 
Asks 206 Per Broadcast 


tra, which will make its first tour in 
this country next fall, is asking $20,- 


desiring to air the group. Good-will 
tour under the direction of Sir 
Thomas Beecham, currently con- 
ducting at the Metropolitan Opera in 
N. Y., will probably extend over a 
six or seven-month period and will 
include stops in Canada. 


Beecham expects to go to England 
this summer and return with the 
orch in the fall, 


Nix Variety Talent 
Withholding Tax 


Wrangling on deduction of social 
security and withholding taxes from 
vaude and nitery act salaries has 
been ended by a Treasury Depart- 
ment ruling handed down Friday 
(21) declaring all performers and 
musicians (except those hired under 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians Form B contract) to be inde- 
pendent contractors and, therefore, 
not subject to provisions of the 
withholding tax. 

Theatre circuit legal departments 
immediately instructed house man- 
agers to pay talent full salaries 
without deducting the 20%. Ruling 
takes effect with this week’s sala- 
ries. 

Decision settles the ticklish situa- 
tion in which performers and talent 


Japs and are interned at the Pootung 
Assembly Camp, declared to be the 
worst of all Jap prison camps in the 
Far East. Every member of the 
unit is a leader his own right, 
while many are composers also. 
Despite the Jap ban on American 


in 


(The writer, veteran Far East 
editor and publisher, and 
American repatriate on the first 
trip by the exchange ship Grips- 
holm, was for many years cor- 
respondent for “Variety” in 
China. He has been recuperating 
in the midwest, since his return, 
from an illness contracted in a 
Japanese internment camp. The 
following information was re- 
vealed to him by returnees on 
the second trip made recently 
by the Gripsholm.) 


music, the dour Jap guards of the 
prison camp like the band’s music 
and permit the band to play freely. 
Jap guards off duty flock to and 
obviously enjoy the concerts. 

At the outset the leader was 
Henry Francis Parks, of Chicago, 


buyers have found themselves since 
passage of the social security act in 
1936. Federal agencies, anxious to 
have employers responsible for pay- 
(Continued on page 16) 


The London Philharmonic Orches- | 


+ Opportuntity to use visual adver- 


tising on the air in a big way when 
post-war television takes hold is al- 
ready intriguing some of the largest 
women’s apparel shops in New York 
| and elsewhere in the east. As a re- 
sult, newspapers face their first seri- 
ous challenge in the vast field of 
| clothing, furs, cosmetics and house 


000 per broadcast from any sponsor| furnishings as future television, us- 


| ing direct eye appeal enters the dis- 
|play advertising field as an active 
| competitor. 

Thus television is now seen as pro- 
ducing a new headache to news- 
|papers, which in recent years 
|reached a degree of complacency, 


having overcome the initial shock 
| that followed the popular accept- 


ance of radio as an advertising me- 
dium. However, the blow was con- 
siderably softened by the knowledge 
; that those products that “had to be 
{seen to be sold” were largely de- 
pendent on the printed media. For 
while one could extol the virtues 
of gasOline or a tire by a glib spiel, 
one still had to see the svelte lines 
(Continued on page 16) 


S. F. Tells Tourists In 
Nt'l Ad Drive to Siay 
Away Till War’s Over 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Tourists, casual visitors and con- 
vention delegates will be asked to 
stay away from San _ Francisco 


through an advertising campaign to 
be initiated in nationally-circulated 
magazines during February by Cali- 
fornians, Inc., a group which for 22 
years has been urging visitors to 
come here. 

Plans for the ad drive were re- 
vealed here Tuesday (18) by John 
F. Forbes, president of the organi- 
zation, who explained the initial ad 
| will say: 
| “We want you to enjoy San Fran- 
| cisco when you come. This city and 
(Continued on page 24) 
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The Hour 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Cendueted by 


Charm 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Revenue Dept.’s About-Face on % 
Earnings a Break for Stars, Execs. 


Washington, Jan, 25. 
Internal Revenue Bureau cut * Gracie Fields’ Waldorf 


melon here last Wednesday (19) for 
Date; Thence Draper. 


a large chunk of the show biz people | 
who are paid largely on a percentage, Gracie Fields opens at the Wedg- 
wood Room of the Waldorf-Astoria, 


commission or bonus basis: i043 the | N. ¥.. on Feb. 15 for four weeks, with 
ee cera the usual options, and will be fol- 


order issued Dec. 30 last by Fred M. lowed by Paul Draper. 


Vinson, Larry Adler may be teamed with 
zation. ‘ the latter, and then Annamary 


Dickey returns, this marking the Met 
songbird’s third visit. 


She goes to 84th WEEK ! 
percentages, bonuses, commissions | the Statler, Boston, Feb. 28. 
and overrides based on profits of 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
Ei Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“A great show. Ken Murray is a 


firms. 


| 
In September, 1943, Internal Rev- | | 
enue had set ceilings on this type of | Ina a rod em 
wages because earnings last year | 
were running generally above the 
preceding year, whereas straight sal- 
ary people had their earnings frozen, 


Big Worry at CBS laugh wizard of oe” 
exces it vas tearned CONSTANCE BENNETT'S 


week, are plenty disturbed over ra- | 


dios No. 1 problem child—Frank | 

the rate of the percentage must not} pe 

have changed upward since the eco- | Sinatra. Newest headache stems | Constance Bennett is waxing an 

nomic stabilization plan went into} from the unfortunate situation that album for Decca of “Tender Love 

operation; and (2) the base salary | arose in spotting The Voice’s new | Scenes,” four excerpts from as many 

have been adjusted upward hour Wednesday night show in| Barry gn 

me. sove, yhich she just com- 

d its firms to | the slot previously occupied by The three 
order permits firm 

ae por teteioor 1943 covering | Lionel Barrymore program, “Mayor | plays are “Animal Kingdom,” “The 

the new ruling. of the Town.” As in the case of | Youngest” and “Holiday.” Her male 

Many studio biggies, stars, film the Sinatra show, “Mayor” was also) lead will weeny later. 

salesmen, etc., will be benefited by | sponsored by Lever Bros. Incidentally this wos Ses wee 

the order | : , .. tavenue for name playwrights and 

: Since the Sinatra show bowed n, players, that of phonograph record- 

the CBS execs have been virtually | ing for home consumption, and is an 

deluged with letters of protest from ‘evolution of Decca’s innovation with 


Jack Partington Dies eeamgge of the Barrymore pro-| the original porn of current aad 
gram. That the latter apparently , stase musicals. 
At 54; Originated | 


a loyal following was an ac-| 


As the revised picture now stands, 
a person on a percentage type in- 
come can get whatever the percent- 
age brings, with two limitations: (1). 


/cepted fact, but what particularly | Brisso in D. on Last 
Presentation Policy | disturbs the network officials is the 

Lap of Statler Chain 
Washington, Jan. 25. 

Carl Brisson is on: the last lap of 


Jack Partington, v.p. and general | pestscript invariably attached to the 
manager of Fanchon & Marco’s thea- | letters, complaining of the new type 
tre and stagtshow enterprises, died | show, 
suddenly of a heart attack at his | The more mature, audience that| the Statler hotel chain circuit, open- 
home, 400 Park avenue, N. Y., yester-| followed the weekly episodes of ing here tonight (Tues.), coming in 
day at the age of 54. In good health | “Mayor,” although willing to give| from the Buffalo Statler. He may 
right along, and rather a proud new ;the Sinatra show a try, has been/| go to the Cleveland Statler, thence 
father-in-law, because of the recent | registering out-and-out disgust at the} possibly the Brook club, 
marriage of his son, Staff Sgt. John | screeches of the bobby-sox audi-/| Beach, where Barry Winton is the 
Allen Partington, Jr., to Jeanne | ence, and the makeup of the show | incumbent band. 

Brideson, Roxy theatre (N. Y.) vio-|as a whole. To the CBS execs it’s| Brisson returns to the Versailles, 
lining favorite, his associates at the | the initial proof in answer to the|N. Y., the end of March, where he 
theatre worked with him the night | question long posed in the trade: | first clicked last summer as “the 
before, with no indication of any-| “Can Sinatra build up an entire | older girls’ Sinatra.” 

thing untoward. new listening audience?” _It's like- 

Partington, who is largely credited wise viewed as substantiating a sec- SEATON’S PLAY 
with having lifted the Roxy from its ond fear, that the record 20.8 Co- . — 
bankruptcy depths into its present | °Perative Analysis of Broadcasting Geot ge Seaton, who did film scrip 
success, strictly by adhering to the | attained by Sinatra on the | on Song of Bernadette” for 20th- 
stage show policy, will te remem: | introductory program was partially | Fox, has written a comedy which is 
haved ox the originator of the present | the result of curious | dial-twisters | making the rounds of Broadway 
toon ot dake presentation in picture and that when the rating levels off | stage producers, 
theatres. It is a coincidence that | '° its norm, it will probably be con- sarry Carey is being offered as 
A. J. | siderably lower. possible lead. 


~ New York Runaround 


the Roxy (for 20th-Fox) was the one 
By Radie Harris 


who refined the presentation policy 
in Chicago and the midwest, via the 
Publix units. 

But it was Partington, whose! 
Imperial theatre, San Francisco, | 
started the vogue. It was therve that | 
he Jaunched Paul Ash with his pres- | 
eniation band style which (and once | 
again coincidence asserts itself) was Y@rn is being delayed until certain contractual difficulties can be ironed 
to be catapulted to the heights in the | °Ut...Miss Loy wants a one-picture deal so as not to entail any prolonged 
mid 1920s under the Balaban & Katz Separation from husband John Hertz, while M-G wants to bind her to 
aegis. Of course, all three (Parting- | series... Now denied that Moss Hart is penning a new play for Tallulah 
ton, Balaban and Ash) were reunited , Bankhead...incidentally, Mr. H. is being pregled in two parts for the 
once again at the Roxy theatre Satevepost by Mona Gardner. .Vivian Vance and Phil Ober are chucking 
where the latter is the pit maestro. | all Broadway offers to go abroad for the USO...Reginald Denham is being 

Partington to this day owns the sought to replace Mare Connelly as director of “Chicken Every Sunday” 


...Diana Barrymore co thé “rie -star- 
trench, mounts the stage, and then ssary king, but are now waiting for the right producer. ..it is Jules 


moves rollers upstage to permit the and Phil Epstein’s quaint notion that if 20th-Fox continues to make any 
acts to perform in front of it. _ period musicals, they should rename their studio “19th Century 
ody . ; Just to put all the rumors straight re Margaret Sullavan’s withdrawing 
ones Inger, and son; also two sis- from the cast of “Voice of the Turtle,” she leaves June 24, and Alfred 
ters in California. | de Liagre, Jr., will not attempt to have anyone substitute. ..instead, Elliott 
| Nugent and Audrey Christie will get an eight-week holiday until the play 
| reopens at the Morosco in the fall,..Dale Belmont, singer, clicking off her 


ACADEMY FOUNDATION | 13th week at the Versailles, screentesied by 20th...ditto Jeff Warren, who 


pinch-hit for Kenny Baker during his absence from the cast...If Doris 
T0 FURTHER FILM ART ‘22*e has any money in “Jackpot,” all she knows about it is what she 
in the papers. 

ZaSu Pitts commuting from Roosevelt hospital to Royale theatre 
every night because, with no understudy to go on for her, she has 
refused to call off any performance of “Ranshackle Inn,’ despite in- 
tensely painful sciatic condition . when Chick Farmer, p.a. for El 
Morocco, introduced his date, Marianne O’Brien, to John Gunther 
at Louise Stanley’s party, he never realized that “ex” would mark 


Partington is survived bv _ his 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Papers were filed today (25) | 
in Sacramento for chartering the | 
Academy Foundation which will be an 
autonomous unit with a different gov- 
erning body than that now func- 
tiuning for the Academy of Arts and| the spot! 
Sciences. Object of the new organi-| Michele Morgan’s groom, Bill Marshall, hospitalized and out of the cast 
zation is to embrace sociological and | 0f “Winged Victory’’—and soon out of the Army...Hollywood star recently 
cultural aspects of the picture busi- | Visited the wards at Halloran and the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and kept her 
ness and to promote better under-| dark glasses on, so that a great many of the boys who might have gotten 
standing among peoples and nations.|a thrill knowing who she was, never recognized her?...Lynn Riggs, who 
Scholarships also will be made|has a new play half finished, recalls that George Gershwin approached 
available for those in colleges who! him years ago on the possibility of turning his “Green Grow the Lilacs” 
slant their careers toward picture- | into a musical...his death prevented any further plans...Melody Thom- 
making. . ‘son, 18, accompanied by her sister, Marianne, and a chaperone, trains out 
Among sponsors are Cary Grant, | Feb. 1 to check in at Metro...the frequent mention of her mother’s class 
Donald Crisp, Howard Hawks, Y. | magazine, interjected so casually by Ilka Chase in “In Bed We Cry,” has 
Frank Freeman, Walter Wanger,| inspired the wisecrack, “This best-seller should be retitled, ‘In Bed We 


Mary McCall, Jr., and James Hilton. Cry Is the “Vogue” ’!” 


BARRY PLAYS ON WAX 


Myrna Loy’s resumption of her screen career in another “Thin Man” | 


“The Red Glow” All Mixed 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Two allergies, both possessed by W. C. Fields, are causing confusion 
on the General Service lot, where comedian is flatwheeling between 
two pictures, and can’t remember which is which at certain times. 
When required to mingle with trained bears, which he does not like. 
on the “Sensations of 1944” set, the comic~is often found on the stave 
devoted-te his other picture, “Song of the Open Road.” 
script in that play calls for repartee with his other allergy, Charlie 
McCarthy, he is generally discovered on the other set. 

Meanwhile Andy Stone and Charles R. Rogers are busy sending out 
expeditions with instructions to find a red bulb. 


When the 


By FRED STENGEL 


Films. radio and music are as much 
a part of the war Russia is waging as 
bullets and armies. Russians are 
swing addicts, and are as hep as 
American jitterbugs. Playwrights, 
, authors and composers are among 
| the wealthiest people in the Soviet. 


| Current Moscow ballet, opera and 
‘theatre season is the biggest ever. 
| Theatregoers arise at 6 a.m., forming 
lines to purchase tickets even for pic- 
ture houses, with the ballet and 
opera so S.R.O. that reservations 
must be made six weeks in advance. 


These and many more interesting, 


facts concerning showbusiness and 
‘the arts in Russia were revealed by 
| Bill Downs, CBS newscaster and 
'“Variety” correspondent in Moscow, 
upon his return to the network's 
headquarters in N, Y. late last week 
for a new assignment. 


The Bolshoi theatre has reopened, 
| completely renovated following its 
|demoliton in June, 1942, during a 
'Nazi bombing raid on Moscow. It is 
i housed by the Ballet and Opera Co., 
i which has returned from Kuibyshev. 
| The new ballet, “Red Sails,” is popu- 
ilar, as are Tschaikowsky’s “Swan 
Lake” and “Rosemarie,” which has 
been done for years and is now 
standard. 


Russian films are leaning predomi- 
nantly toward tragedy, and are as 
| grim as the people themselves. Budg- 


been increased each year since the 
| war started. With the expansion of 
U.S. Office of War Information activ- 
ities in Russia, exhibition of Ameri- 
|can-made_ pictures, entertainment 
|}and documentary, are on the in- 
| crease, The Russians, in Downs’ 
opinion, produce the best film docu- 
| mentaries in the world, but look up 
| to American product because of its 
| technical excellence as compared to 
their own pictures. News camera- 
|men, since Russia entered the war, 
fare stationed with front-line troops 
all times. 
British Films Free 

British films are given for Russian 
release free of charge, while Ameri- 
can product is sold to the Soviet. 
resulting in larger British distribution 
in that country. Current film sensa- 
| tion in Moscow is “Let George Do 
| It,’ a corny, slapstick comedy star- 
|ring George Formby, an English- 
made picture. Latest U. S. film be- 
|ing dubbed for Russian exhibition is 
|Col. Frank Capra’s “Battle of Rus- 
|sia.”. Downs, who saw both the 
American-distributed and Russian- 
\distributed versions of “Mission to 
| Moscow,” stated that only two se- 
} quences were cut from the film by 
| Soviet officials. One sequence took 
place in a room where one of the 
}actors said: “You can speak freely 
ihere. The walls have been sounded 
microphones, and there are 
|none.” The other sequence cut took 
|place before the embassy when 
OGPU guards were shown in a car 
following Ambassador Davies around. 
Otherwise, Downs said, the picture 
was shown as originally filmed, with 
| Soviet audiences deeply impressed 
by the characterizations of their of- 
ficials, 

Moscow’s Art Theatre currently is 
staging Sheridan’s “School for Scan- 
dal,” and did well with “Three Sis- 
ters.” The play, “Front,” is also a 
smash hit, written by Alexander 
Kornichuk, who was recently named 
a vice-commisar of foreign affairs 
under Molotoff. Kornichuk is the 
husband of Wanda Wassilevski, who 
is leader of the Free Polish group in 
Russia. Russian playwrights get paid 
by the act, which is the reason that 
plays are comprised of four acts and 
are lengthy. 

Since all radios were confiscated in 
Russia when the country went to 
war, citizenry are permitted to buy 
speakers, which may be plugged in 
at home to the intricate public ad- 
dress system now used for broadcast- 
ing official communiques and sym- 
phony music. Radio drama is on the 


Entertainment As Soviet War Weapon 


Recalled By CBS’ Downs, Back in N.Y. 


upswing, but in its infancy in the 
Soviet. 
The Millennium 


Criticism of films and plays in the 
public prints are not made until re- 
viewers have seen the production 
four or five times. After a premiere 
the critics sit down with playwright 
producer and director, and discuss 
the picture or play thoroughly, iron- 
ing out the kinks. Result is gratify. 
ing all around. 

Symphonies, such as Shostakovich’s 
new Eighth, which was bought for 
| $10,000 by CBS and brought here by 
'Downs for broadcast by the N. Y, 
Philharmonic, with Artur Rodzinski 
conducting, have been interpreted by 
critics as portraying the tragedy, bit- 
!terness and hate that the Russians 

/are putting into their waging of the 
war, 

No Niteries; Vaudeville Yes 

| There are no nightclubs in Russia, 
|'but there are several vaudeville 
houses. Only limited satire of the 
| Red’s war effort is permitted, how- 
;ever. The circus runs in a perma- 
jnent building in Moscow all year 
| round, with the foremost performer 
| being a clown who does a parody on 
| Charles Chaplin. His moniker is 
Karendash, and he has a terrific rou- 
tine, according to Downs. 

Jazz concerts, at which the Russian 
| version of American swing is played, 


jare popular. The orchestra is led by 


Miami |ets for Soviet film production have | Zfa: sman, and the Soviet jitterbugs 


‘eat it up.” Downs believes that 
|shipment of records made by Benny 
Goodman, Artie Shaw and _ other 
swing bands to Russia would aid 
| greatly in fostering U. S.-Soviet rela- 
tions, 
Soviet officials marvel at the large 
amount of films and stage plays pro- 
duced each year in this country. 
| They are studying the American 
methods and using them as guides. 
| Downs, who was relieved by Jim 
|Fleming in Moscow after covering 
| the Russian capital for CBS since De- 
; cember, 1942, will be featured in sev- 
,eral CBS broadcasts this week and 
| next, and will then go to Kansas City 
|ior a visit with his parents before 
| returning to N. Y.-for a new assign- 
ment. 


POLA NEGRI SLATED 
FOR VAUDE DATES 


Pola Negri, who recently made a 
screen comeback in “Hi Diddle 
| Diddle” (UA), is set for a series of 
vaude personals. After break-in dates, 
Miss Negri will hit the Oriental, Chi- 
cago, Feb. 28. She will stock up with 
a line of chatter that will enable her 
| to work with a house emcee or band- 
leader. 

Miles Ingalls is agenting out of 
| New York. 


eye 
Film Biggies Ailing 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Ailments bedded two of Holly- 
wood’s most important figures in one 
| day. 

Harry M. Warner was hospitalized 
with varicose trouble, and Louis B. 
Mayer was confined at home with flu. 


Guitry Does New Book 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Sacha Guitry, French playwright 
and actor, who turned collaboration- 
| ist with the Nazis, has done a new 
| book called “From Jeanne d’Arc to 
Philippe Petain.” 
First run was only 1,000 copies. 


METRO’S ROSS SIS 


Ross Sisters, currently featured in 
a dancing spot at N.Y.’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, have been  pacted by 
|Metro. Trio originally were a sing- 
| ing and hoofing turn in vaude. 
Leave for the Coast in a few 
} weeks. 
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Flood of Phoney 
Academy Ballots 
Being Probed 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences ordered an investiga- 
tion of the widespread distribution 
of fake ballots for the annual awards 
of merit, commonly known as 
Oscars. While Academy officials are 


preparing 4,000 valid election blanks |: 


for the mail, floods of spurious votes 
are pouring in from Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh and New York, making it 
look like a coast-to-coast plot. 


Phoney documents, labeled “Pub- 
lic Voting Ballot for Academy 
Award Candidates, Best Acting for 
1943,” contain spaces for the best 
picture, best actor, best actress, best 
supporting actor and best supporting 
actress. One mysterious element is 
that the unqualified voters have not 
concentrated on any particular pic- 
ture or star but cover a wide range. 
In an Official statement, the Acad- 
emy said, in part: 

“It is the first time in the history 
of the awards that illegal ballots 
have been secretly printed and dis- 
tributed nationally. Strict rules un- 
der which the balloting is conducted 
doomed the attempt to failure. Dis- 
tribution, opening and counting of 
ballots is handled by the firm of 
Price, Waterhouse & Co., certified 
public accountants. In the voting 
for the Academy Awards, the ballot- 
ing is strictly secret, the sealed and 
unsigned ballots being mailed by the 
voters directly to the Price, Water- 
house firm. As in past years, voting 
for the Academy Awards is restrict- 
ed to persons employed in the mo- 
tion picture industry.” 


Voting for nominations ends at 
midnight, Feb. 2. Senior members 
of the Screen Actors Guild will 
nominate for the acting awards, 
members of the Screen Directors 
Guild for the direction awards, and 
members of the Screen Writers Guild 
for the writing awards. These 
groups, together with the Academy 
members, will nominate the 10 best 
pictures to be voted on in the final 
election. Oscars will be presented 
at the Chinese theatre in Hollywood 
March 2. 


SHOW BIZ PETITION 
FUR SOLDIER VOTES 


Washington, Jan, 23. 


Piece of show biz moved in on the 
red hot soldier vote issue down here 
last week with a strong plug for the 
Green-Lucas (Administration) bill 
which provides for uniform Federal 
ballots and a national voting com- 
mission of four. 


Delegation, which brought a bun- 
dle of petitions to D. C., included: 
Canada Lee, Rhys William, Benay 
Venuta, Howard Da Silva, Anne 
Burr, Virginia Gilmore, Sono Osato 
and Pert Kelton. They issued a 
statement which said in part: 


“Thousands of members of the en- 
tertainment industry — radio, films, 
theatre, music and the dance—are 
serving at the fighting fronts in uni- 
form. The industry here at home, 
to the last man and woman, is mo- 
bilized in the war effort for war bond 
Sales, entertainment tours for the 
armed forces both here and abroad, 
and overseas broadcasts. 

“We believe that the original 
Green-Lucas bill offers the men and 
women who are fighting for our right 
to vote the fullest guarantee of their 
right to vote.” 


Handy Recovering 


W. C. Handy, seriously injured in 
&@ subway fall recently, is on the 
Toad to recovery at his Tuckahoe, 
N. Y., home following a lengthy stay 
at Harlem hospital, 

Writer's fall occurred several 
months ago when he misjudged his 
distance from the edge of a station 
platform and plunged to the tracks. 


Poor eyesight contributed to the ac- 
cident, 


Zorina As Cleo 


Zorina is expected to return to 
Broadway as star in “A Daughter of 
the South,” play written by E. Childs 
Carpenter. 

Yarn, despite its title, does not 
deal with a Southern belle, but is 
based upon life of Cleopatra, 


Spend, But The Right Way 


Radio has certainly never known such 
a season as the present one regarding 
the calibre of its leading programs. We 
mentioned this a while back when dis- 
cussing the difference between the comedy 


- shows emanating from studios and serv- 


ice camps. That difference continues in 
favor of the studio programs. 


The entertainment going out over the air 
these nights is astounding. And it is “Va- 
riety’s” belief that less than half of the 
people in radio actually realize the quality 
of the shows they are sending out. That’s 
because radio is too busy trying to sell the 
time it’s got left, switching accounts, 
checking program ratings (which do not 
tell the complete story), concentrating 
on network extension, power increases, 
and other technicalities. 


There is a warning here, for the whole 
thing blows up without talent. 


Talent can’t be neglected, taken for 
granted, or overlooked at any time. You 
can also put it on the line that minus tal- 
ent, television will have a very sorry time 
of it regardless of what the scientists and 
engineers ring in with after the war. 


The key to the situation is that it is too 
tough for new people to get on the air. 
This was always a cardinal fault of vaude- 
ville, not something that killed vaudeville. 
Booking office arrogance toward new acts 
was a stone around vaudeville’s neck. 
Vaudeville thought that by this attitude it 
would get the new talent cheaper in the 
end. In the end that same new talent 
started to find its way into sound pictures 
and that most recently born branch of 
showbusiness, radio. The talent simply 
became tired of waiting for vaudeville and 
it no longer had to wait. 


Today it is even tougher to break into 
radio than it was into vaudeville. If 
vaudeville acts couldn’t get a big time 
route they generally wound up making 
the small time in some way. But in New 
York radio today there is a pool of about 
75 stock players upon whom both the net- 
works and agencies constantly call. It 
explains why the public keeps hearing the 
same voices all the time. This player 
pool is the toughest club any radio new- 
comer ever tried to make. While it is true 
that from this pool many players have 
graduated into legit and pictures, it is also 
a fact that many secondary performers 
from legit and pictures have tried to crack 
this circle in vain. Why? Because radio’s 
producers and directors want to stick to 
their regulars. You may know the stage 
or films, but you don’t know radio. That’s 
their slant and it causes headaches galore. 


It is easier to break-in with the networks, 
via their sustaining shows, than into 
agency circles. Yet the opportunities that 
the webs offer are much too few. It won't 
do. The agencies don’t care but the net- 


works should. If the networks have any. 


intention of taking a firmer grip on pro- 
duction, with television around the corner, 
the problem of new talent is a “must” for 
them. 


The networks have not been quite so 
indifferent as was vaudeville, but the webs 
are too concerned with digging up what’s 
new the cheap way. There’s nothing es- 
pecially smart about that, not when coin is 
bouncing around the way it is today. Be- 
sides which there is the item of goodwill. 
The advertising agencies’ attitude toward 
new talent is just impossible. In this re- 
spect they always will take and give noth- 
ing toward developing people. 


The webs deliberately let control of tal- 
ent skip out of their hands the day they 
decided they preferred to sell time and 
provide the mechanical facilities of broad- 
casting rather than be bothered with the 
problems of production. It was the easiest 
way and the agencies were so eager. Now 
it’s time for the networks to start figuring 
whether to leave their new talent child 


entirely in the hands of its calculating 


governess, the‘agencies, or commence tak- 
ing over the responsibility of raising their 
ageless off-spring. 


It is a paradox that in a war year when 
performers, writers and producers have 
donned uniforms by the score, that despite 
their absence radio entertainment has ac- 


tually improved. You are entitled to your 
guess as to the reason for this and we'll 
take ours. Our hunch is that the vete- 
ran performers of the good shows are no 
longer coasting on their writers but, due 
to necessity, have stripped off their coats 
and taken charge. They are working 
longer and harder on their scripts. They 
squawk, but they love it because the re- 
sults are there and it’s their experience 
which is doing the job. The boys are hav- 
ing one whale of a time. And more power 
to them. 

Radio at large, meanwhile, is enjoying 
this hugely (the ratings are excellent) as 
it goes heedlessly on its way feeling that 
it’s safe. It is not. If it ever starts to 
rain has radio an umbrella of good reserve 
talent to hold over its head? 


Television is coming. All right. When 
television says to radio, “Daddy, what did 
you do in the war?” And radio replies, 
“Son, I did plenty,” it will still be true that 
that branch of showbusiness which has the 
talent will get the customers. 


Showbusiness has nothing to fear from 
television. It will make a projection room 
of every home it enters. So what? So 
what’s on that screen had better be good. 
The phonograph, the silent picture, the 
sound picture, the color picture, and radio 
itself—all these were and are wonderful 
inventions. But without talent? Gadgets. 
Radio can’t keep ’em home seven nights a 
week and television will not be able to do 
it, either. For six months? As radio did? 
Maybe, but that’s all. 


Right now radio misses competent criti- 
cism to spur it on, or a sufficient number 
of reviewers who know enough to carry 
weight when they say, “Stop sitting there 
letting the agencies do it all.” Sure, the 
networks are trying a little something 
here a little something there. Dribs and 
drabs. It’s not enough, but enough good 
radio critics might annoy the networks 
into reading what they have to say and 
into paying some attention. 

Pictures suffered for a long time from 
the same thing, lack of country wide 
criticism upon which it could rely. And 
pictures got over it, learned to ignore it. 
Now the film business is chiefly concerned 
with daily paper criticism as it affects the- 
atre attendance and distribution sales. 
The studios are cooly indifferent. Film 
reviews in the dailies are mainly read in 
the trade by the theatre men in terms of 
what these reviews may mean to the box- 
office. There is one house which figures 
that complete indorsement by a certain 
paper means an additional $10,000 to the 
week’s gross. 

Critics or the lack of them, however, 
are not going to save radio from what 
can become a bad jam some day. The 
networks must do something for them- 
selves. In “Variety’s” recent Anniversary 
Number several prominent radio people 
placed their views on radio in print. Some 
were kidding. Some were not. Radio 
might glance at the things these people 
had to say. They aren’t dummies. They 
know what they’re talking about. 

Look. The networks are loaded with 
dough—and deliver us from trying to tell 
someone else how to spend their money— 
but what reasons are there to prevent any 
one of the webs from buying or taking 
over a small station? Upon this station 
not one minute of time in the 24 hours 
would be sold, the outlet to be the tryout 
and experimental seat of the web. Any tal- 
ent or program which proved good enough 
could then be graduated to the network 
as a sustainer. Maybe even with a spon- 
sor. It could happen but it won’t until 
radio does something about it. The 
smaller stations know how much experi- 
mental time they can afford in their own 
interest. If this were done writers could 
be given a free hand, talent allowed a-free 
rein, or both could be guided into those 
channels desired by the network or sta- 
tion. But the side-show for the reserve 
fund of talent would always be going on. 
Ten cents, a dime today. What tomorrow? 

We think this is worth kicking around to 
see what comes out. But what we think 
is not the final word. 


It’s what radio thinks. 
That’s the point. Sid. 


Admish 
March 1 Unless 
Vetoed By FD 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Theatres, sports, etc., can start 
preparing for the new 20% admis- 
sions tax, which will probably be 
through Congress in time to become 
law on March 1. Only chance for 
a reprieve will be if President 
Roosevelt vetoes the revenue bill. 

Bill is now in conference between 
the House and Senate to iron out 
differences, but there appears no 
prospect of any change in the ad- 
missions item that the Senate passed 
last week. 

Bill provides for 1% of tax on 
each 5c of admission or major frac- 
tion thereof. This is slightly less 
than double the present lc on each 
ten or fraction thereof. 

Senate passed the item _ last 
Wednesday (19) after steamrollering 
a final attempt by Senator Chapman 
Revercomb, West Virginia Republi- 
can, to exempt film houses from the 
bite. Day before the Senate had 
beaten an effort by James M. Mead, 
New York Democrat, to keep the 
present levy. 


FENTON DIRECTING 
AFTER 3 YRS. IN NAVY 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Leslie Fenton, recuperating from 
three years of war as a member of 
the British Navy, was signed as a 
director by Lester Cowan, indie pro- 
ducer with United Artists release. 
Understood Fenton will pilot the 
film version of Ernie Pyle’s book, 
“Here Is Your War.” 


Fred Stone Comes Off 
Road for Selznick Pie 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Fred Stone, veteran of stage and 
screen, returns to Hollywood for a 
featured role in the David O..- Selz- 
nick production, “Since You Went 
Away.” 

For the last eight months Stone 
has been on the road with a legit 
troupe playing “You Can’t Take It 
With You.” 


Collier Left $200,000 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

An estate estimated to be worth 
$200,000 was left by the late William 
Collier, Sr., who died Jan. 13 at the 
age of 80. 

Actor’s will provides that the es- 
tate, which yields an income of $10,- 
000 annually, be left in trust for the 
widow, son, a brother and a sister- 
in-law. The Bank of America is 
trustee. 
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Exhibs Pledge 1,860 Bond Preems: 
C. P. Skouras Effects Legion’s Co-op 


Industry's Fourth War Loan drive ¢ 


rolled into high gear during the past | 
week, Charles P. Skouras, national 
chairman of the campaign, announc- | 


ing that a tieup had been effected 
with the American Legion w hich | 
would align every post in the coun- 
try with the campaign. At the same | 
time Skouras announced that during 
the first six days of the drive ex-| 
hibitors had made commitments for | 
1,860 bond preems. 


The American Legion tieup, made | 
with W. H. Atherton, national com- | 
mander, is regarded as one of the 
most effective “outside theatre” 
bond-selling plans so far developed. 
Calling for cooperation between 
theatres in every community and 
several local American Legion posts, 
Objective is to sell a million extra 


bonds through the theatres  par- 
ticipating. 
Basic formula of the American 


Legion bond-selling plan is to en- 
list the aid of thousands of children 
in every state. Children are to 
register at their favorite theatre as 
Junior Home Front Heroes. With 
the sale of one bond they are to be | 
awarded official American Legion | 
citations. Sale of more than one, 
bond will give children additional | 
promotions. 

At the conclusion of the campaign 
a special American Legion Night. is | 


being recommended in cach city or) sq 


town utilizing the Home Front Hero | 
plan, as a means of presenting final | 
citations to the children participat- | 
ing. 

Atherton last Monday (24) wired ' 
instructions to all American Legion | 
State Commanders to cooperate | 
with theatre owners in starting the | 
Junior Home Fronter Hero plan. 


Liaison Officers 


Meantime, following General 
George C. Marshall's directive to all | 
Army Service Commands in tie} 
U. S. for cooperation, the War De- 
partment has appointed nine officers 
to act as liaison officers for the film 
industry’s Bond Battalions now 
touring the country. 

James A. Burke, president of the 


r ns, N. Y., has issued | : 
borough of Queens, N. Y | trade press constitutes the amuse- | 


a proclamation calling on all Citi-! 
zens in his borough to cooperate | 


(Continued on page 21) 


LIEUT. TOMMY HARMON’S 
KUDOS TO JOE E. BROWN 


Washington, Jan. 25. 


Lt. Tommy Harmon got in a nice 
pass for Joe E. Brown at the for- 
mer’s press conference here yester- 
day (24). Former football luminary, 
just returned from the China war 
theatre, asserted Brown was the only 
entertainer to reach that area. 

“Those Himalayas,” he said, ‘are 
too much for them, but Brown en- 
tertained at every field in China, 
and some of the boys laughed for 
the first time since they've been out 
there.” 


N. Y. Stage Door Canteen 
Mulls New, Larger Site 


Idea of moving N. Y. Stage Door 
Canteen from present quarters un- 
der the 44th Street theatre is being 
mulled by directors of Amer 
Theatre Wing which finances the 
Canteen. However, the suggestion 
that 
at the City Center be used has been 
dropped. Although the latter spot 
could accommodate 1,500 or about 
three times the number of 
merf hosted at one time in the pres- 
ent location. there is no way it could 
be air conditioned. 


ican 


Also discerned that at the Centre | 


the basement is two levels beneath 
the street, necessitating the use of | 
stairs not easy to climb or descend. 
Figured that the kitchen was incon- 


veniently spotted and still another , 
award for it. 


disadvantage is the Center’s location, 
outside the theatre district. While 
the Canteen may find new quarters. 
it is expected the second anniversary 
will be celebrated in the original 
place March 2. 


Skouras Salutes 


| papers, | 
| whereupon Charles P. Skouras took} phian, 
| occasion to | 

| trade 


ment 


the more commodious basement | 


service | 


$15,000 in 15 Mins. 


A surprise war bond rally at the. 
Paramount, N. Y., Thursday night 
(20) just before the last stageshow 
| went on, resulted in the sale of $15,- 
000 in 15 minutes. 

The rally, arranged by Bob Weit- 
man, managing director of the house, 
featured Ben Grauer, NBC an- 
nouncer, who made the bond-buying 
spiel, 


Trade “Press” 4th 
War Loan Hypo 


Charlie Skouras hosted the trade 
press at Club 21 last Thursday night 
(20), in appreciation for its all-out 
effort on behalf of the Fourth War 
Loan Drive, which the National 
Theatres prexy is  chairmaning. 
While speeches were not on the 
agenda, Rick Ricketson became un- 


official toastmaster and _ brother 
Spyros Skouras,’_ kidding-on-the- 
square, cbserved that “this is a 


challenge to the trade press, and if 
our campaign flops it’s also a reflec- 
tion on the trade press.” 

Tom Connors, as final speaker, 
struck a keynote when he observed 
“that there are 80,000,000 movie 
fans, and if we don't sell everyone 


Norma Terris Heads New 


Unit for Canadian Tour 


American branch of ENSA, Brit- 
ish service entertainment outfit, is 
presenting ‘C For Yourself,’ a vaude 
unit in Canadian air training cen- 
ters, unit being headed by Norma 
Terris. 

Others are Claude Horton, Rowan 
Tudor, Jean Cameron, Theodore 
Walstrum, Marguerite Jackinoff and 
Leomora Brouner. 


U. S. Pix for Yank War 
Prisoners Abroad; Nazis 
Get Own Pix Over Here 


Initial shipment of 26 U. S. feature 
pictures, designed for showing to 
American prisoners of war in Ger- 
many, is due to reach the war prison 
camps there this month as result 
of .cooperation of the YMCA War 
Prisoners Aid Committee. Films 
are being distributed from interna- 
tional headquarters of World’s Com- 
mittee of YMCA in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, in accord with formula agreed 
to by the Nazis whereby German- 
made films likewise are shown Ger- 
man prisoners in U. S. Pictures al- 
ready are being shown Italian pris- 
oners in U. S. 

In the first shipment were come- 
dies, dramas and musical comedies 
as well as shorts. No war pictures, 
newsreels or features with.so-called 
political significance were included. 
All prison camps checked by the} 
YMCA have 16-millimeter projection | 
equipment. 


FILMS AND RADIO ALLY 
TO HYPO PHILLY BONDS 


Philadelphia, Jan. 


of the 80,000,000 at least one War 


| Bond we will not have done our} 


Ricketson 
telegram from Secretary 
thau who thanked each of the trade | 
naming them by name, 
how the 


stress again 


papers did an all-out job for | 


| the 4th War Loan and for him in| 
| particular. 
Keynote emphasized that the 


industry’s first line of de- 
ever-widening circle of influence in 
behalf of our industry. While the | 
|20th-Fox and National Theatres 
execs dominated, there were other 
film people present, besides the 
news bunch. Around 40 in alt made 
it a 7 p.m.—until whoopee in the} 
| Private dining room of 21, 


Sam 


Cameraman-Hero 
Detroit, Jan. 25. 
Carleton Mickens, former Fox the- 
atre usher here and later a camera- 
man for Universal studios, is 
for a medal for heroism in 
| Caledonia. 
Mickens, whose still camera has! 
| recorded more stark drama for the 
| U. S. Navy than his pix camera did 
in Hollywood, was 
on leave and along with his medal! 
moves up from photographer's mate. 
first class, to chief. 

The former film cameraman, whose | 
war 
the press, took part in four major 
engagements including the Battle of 
Midway, Guadalcanal, the East Solo- 
mons and San Cristoval. Serv ing on 

the carrier Saratoga, he escaped 
death three times. Returning from 
on photo mission, his pilot landed on 
the carrier Wasp to refuel just two 
hours before the carrier was sunk. 


Another time, unable to land on the! 


deck of a torpedoed carrier nor its 
sister carrier, which had_ taken 
aboard all the planes possible, Mick- 
ens and his pilot were forced to drop 
into the sea. 

The third incident, and medal 
must be announced 
from Washington. 


Chi Showmen Drafted 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Draft numbered several show busi- 
ness personalities among those in- 
ducted here last week. 
Included in the list, soon to don 


Loew's $10,000,000 


Loew’s, Inc., will purchase $10,000,- 
600 in Fourth War Loan securities. 


uniforms, are Hy Faine, acting local 
executive secretary American Fede- 


| ration of Radio Artists; Pat Ballard, 


Bonds are being allocated among | William Morris Agency; Marcus 
Loew's theatres and exchanges in, Glaser, Charles A. Hogan office: 
various sections throughout the! James Brailey, Music Corp. of 
country. { America; Dan Goldberg, Great 


read a congratulatory | 
Morgen- 


Callboard 


due | 
New | 


home last week | 


stills have been used plenty by! 


The Philadelphia film and ame 
| industry, aided by the local hotels 
| has teamed up as never before in } 
the current drive to put the Fourth | 
War Loan over the top. 

Teeoff for the campaign was a| 
broadcast from the Hotel Philadel- | 
sponsored by the American 
Association, over CBS fea-} 
turing Franchot Tone, Ivan (Cy) | 
Peterman, WCAU’s new commenta- 
tor, and the studio band under the | 
baton of Johnny Warrington. 

First day of the campaign got a} 
hefty boost by the sale of $1,500,000 | 


Hotel 


| fense, and that from this stems an worth of bonds by KYW for a spe- 


| cial bond matinee of the “Ice Fol- 
lies of 1944” at the Arena. 

| Filmers also are holding special 
bond shows in the campaign to sell | 
one bond for each of the three esti- | 
mated 560,000 seats in the Philly! 
area. Topper will be premicre of | 
i“Jane Eyre” at the Boyd Feb. 4. | 


444444444 


| Northern Theatre and Garrick Stage | 
Lounge; Howard Christiansen, Art 

Kassel’s manager, and A. cel 


of Gumbiner Theatre Circuit. 
| 


= Club’s Ambulance Buy 

A check for $2,000 for the pur- 
pam of an ambulance through the | 
| Red Cross American Field Service 
was presented last week to S. Ga- 
latti, secretary for the American 
Field Service, by the Paramount Pep | 
| sent ation for the club was made by 
; Oscar Morgan, in charge of Par | 
shorts sales. 

At the same time a citation to} 
Paramount was presented by Jane 
Cowl, co-chairman of the American 
| Theatre Wing’s Stage Door Canteen. 
ceded 


VY a Orl€i tain DY wiaridi 


Moore, co-chairman of the exec com- 
mittee. Acceptance was by Adolph 
Zukor, Par’s board chairman. 


Bill Rodgers, Jr., In 

William Rodgers, Jr., son of Metro. 
; V.p. and general sales manager, has| 
been inducted into the Army. He 
previously volunteered for service in 
the Navy and Air Corps. 


Ready For the Big Show 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Glenn Vernon, screen _ actor, 
Army. 
Russell Hayden, screen actor, 
Navy. 


John Craven, screen actor, Army. 

Ted~ Bonnet, studio press agent, 
Army. 

Max Gilford, film attorney, Army. 

Earl J. Brothers, theatre operator, 
Navy. 

Ear] Collins, film bran’. manager, 
Navy. 

Joe Quillen, radic writer, Army. 

Grace Eleanor Orton, studio sec- 
retary, WAVES. 


trend. 


salesmen. 
| manager to the actual salesmen. 


i fraternal groups, etc., 


of success in bond sales also has been 


McCoy, 
| wards 
fa tour of 11 


Stow, 


ithe films, the Fourth War Loan cam- 


Strong Pace of Current March of Dimes 
Indicates Topping Last Yr.’s $3,000,000 


Full Draft Haul Here 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Six players in Andrew Stone’s 
‘Sensations of 1944’ have been re- 
classified 1-A and notified to report 
for physical exams. 

Ordered for draft tests are Emil 
Pallenberg, Jr., bear trainer, Hubert 
Castle, Mell Hall and the Les Paul 
Trio. 


Mich. Showmen 
Have Plan For 
Handling Drives 


, Detroit, Jan. 25. 

Michigan's theatre men have grad- 
uated from salesmen to sales man- 
gers in the current Fourth War Loan 
drive as a test of the role the mo- 
tion picture business probably will 
play in such campaigns in the future. 

The new method, worked out 
through the Treasury Department, 
Frank Isbey, Michigan War Finance 
chairman, and theatre organizations, 
was reflected markedly last week in 
the appearance here of Walter 
| Pidgeon to hypo the campaign. There 
jas been some sharp criticism of sell- 

ng bonds as an amusement gadget 
pn Pidgeon reflected the more-seri- 
Pidgeon was not selling 
| bonds. His work was to stimulate 
| the press and to appear directly at 
war plants, schools and the other 
issuing groups as a missionary to the 
The work is as a sales 


The 


now 


new 
is to 


campaign set-up here 
use war plants, schools, 
as the actual 
issuing agencies for bonds while the 
theatres do not make any drive until 


March of Dimes collections in the. 
atres, according to reports now com. 
ing into New York headquarters for 
the campaign, will easily reach or 
top the $3,000,000 goal, since theatres 
are far ahead of the comparable 
period during 1943. 

Loew’s theatres in N. Y. City eo}. 
lected $89,251 during the first five 
days of the drive, as compared with 
$65,989 last year. Loew’s out-of. 
town theatres report $142,816 for the 
same period as compared with $113,. 
338 during 1943. 

Fox West Coast theatres, during 
the first two days of the campaign, 
collected $102,000, approximately 
twice as much as during the same 
period last year. Circuit has a quota 
of $194,500. Charles P. Skouras, who 
is chairman of the Fourth War Loan 


drive, has also been closely super-. 


vising March of Dimes collection jn 
his F-WC houses. 

Skouras theatres in the metropoli- 
tan N. Y. area are collecting 65% to 
90% more than in the last campaign 
while the Brandt houses are aver- 
aging 100% more. RKO, Century, 
Randforce, Fabian, Interboro and 
smaller circuits and independents all 
report a rise in collections from 50% 
to 75%. 

Robert J. O'Donnell, state chair- 
man for Texas, wires that four Dal- 
las theatres, in the first four days, 
collected $16,000. Last year the total 
for the entire state of Texas was 
$11,000. 

Carter Barron, chairman of the 
District of Columbia, reports collec. 


tions of $31,000 during the first four 
days as against a final objective of 


(Continued on page 12) 


NEGROES’ PART IN WAR 
PICTURIZED BY TODDY 


Fifteen openings are slated 


throughout the country this month 


after the quota push has been made |for Toddy Pictures’, “Fighting Amer- 
in all such places. The new standard | icans,” first feature-length film show- 


switched from dollar figures to per- 
| centage figures with success measured 


in how many people bought how 
much, 
Sidelights 
Washington, Jan. 25. 
War Bond Drive sidelights re- 


ported by the Treasury Department: 

Julius Lamm, manager of a 
neighborhood theatre in Cleveland, 
auctioned off 12 pairs of nylon hose 
for $1.000 bond each. 

“This Is the McCoy,” soldier mu- 
sical put on by the men at Camp 
Wisc., is expected to sell up- 
of $5.000,000 in bonds during 
cities in that State. 
Emceeing the show is Pvt. Dick Bar- | 
former producer of floor shows 

for the Palmer House, Chicago. 


Portland's Team 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 25. 
Sparked by personal appearances 
of Dinah Shore and Gene Kelly of 


paign got off 
|big public 
Tuesday. 
Miss Shore planed back to Holly- 
wood after the show but Kelly stayed | 
over to appear at Victory Center and 
ship) aras. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


to a strong start in the 
auditorium here last 


Harold Buckman. 
Walter Bullock. 
Herman Citron. 
Ear! Carroll. 
Louis Cohen. 
Ned Depinet. 
Bryan Foy. 


Paul Kapp. 

Al Kingston. 

Lou Levy. 

Fred Lynch. 

Lester Markel. 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
E. H. McFarland. 
Ray Milland. 
Arnold Pressburger. 
Tom Revere. 

Gail Russell. 

Eddie Sherman. 
Herbert Silverberg. 
Ben Stoloff. 

Terry Turner. 

Billy Wilder. 
Manny Wolf. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Zukor. 
Dick Haymes. 

Storrs Haynes. 

Edward J. Noble. | 
Jack Rourke. 

Mark Woods. 


ing the Negro’s 
fort. 
cooperation with the Government, 
shows the Negro Tuskegee Eagles 
Army unit and Negro WACS going 
through their paces. 


| manager 


part in the war ef- 
Production, reportedly made in 


Following a holdover run at the 
Dunbar, Washington, picture is set 
for day-and-date bookings at the 
Orient, 125th Street and Franklin 


Theatres in N. Y., starting Feb. 12. 


Schooler Gets Delmar 
Post at USO-Camp Shows 


Dave Schooler, in charge of the 
domestic units at USO-Camp Shows 
has been upped to general 
of production succeeding 
Harry Delmar, who recently re- 
signed to go into legit production. 
Schooler will also assume booking 
of overseas units, previously ‘ian- 
dled by Lou Wolfson, who enters 
the army in two weeks. 

-In another change, Marie Slate, 
assistant. to Maxwell Fox in charge 
of publicity, leaves today (26) to 
handle syndicated publicity for Uni- 
versal films. 


Hub Stage Door Canteen 
Reopens in New Quarters 


Boston, Jan. 25. 

Boston Stage Door Canteen, a 
spring victim of a building code 
decision that its original quarters 
were unsafe, reopened last night (20) 
in its new headquarters in the 
building of the Young Men's 
Christian Assn. 

New Canteen is larger and more 
centrally located in the center of the 
theatrical district. It reopened un- 
der the same general co-chairman- 
ship of Mrs. Malcolm’ Bradley 
French and Mrs. Simon Waters and, 
of course, under its original Theatre 
Wing sponsorship, with Brock Pem- 
berton on hand to see it off 

Aside from the more favorable lo- 
cation and spaciousness, the new 
Canteen offers, through its connec- 
tion with the YMCA, fully equipped 
gymnasiums, pools, game rooms, 
reading rooms, music rooms and ac- 
commodations for the night. The 
Canteen has a large stage, more- 
over, and with its baicony and ante 
rooms, can handle about 500 men. 

Opening night brought out talent 
from all the local current stage and 
nitery shows, including the casts of 
“Mexican Hayride,” ‘“Peepshow,” 
| “Cherry Orchard,” and “The Tropi- 
‘cal Revue.” Same _ entertainment 
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and food policy prevails as before. 


| 
: 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: | | | 
| = 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1] 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
: | 
| 
7 
| 
+ 
A 
4 
1 | = | 
it | <= | | 
if 
| 


the- 
for 
1 or 
itres 
able 


col. 
five 
with 
t-of- 
the 
113,- 


ring 
1ign, 
itely 
ame 
uota 
who 
.oan 
per- - 
n in 


to 
aign 
ver- 
ury, 
and 
s all 
50% 


lair 
Dal- 
lays, 

was 


the 
llec- 
four 
e of 


R 
DY 


ated 
onth 
ner- 
le in 
ent, 
igles 
oing 


the 

set 

the 
\klin 
12. 


DWS 


the 
10WSs 
1eral 
‘ding 

re- 
‘tion, 
yking 
jian- 
nters 


Slate, 
large 
» to 
Uni- 


en 


ters 

25. 

code 

irters 
(20) 
the 

Vien’s 


more 
f the 
i un- 
man- 
adley 

and, 
eatre 
Pem- 


le lo- 
new 
nnec- 
ipped 
ooms, 
d ac- 
The 
nore- 
ante 
on. 
talent 
e and 
sts of 
how,” 
‘ropi- 
yment 
fore. 


_ will be released by 


__Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


PICTURES 5 


+ 


Grad Sears Adds Foreign Sales 
Supervision with Kelly's Shift 


Under realignment of operations 
reportedly under way at United Art- 
ists. Grad Sears, v.p. in charge of dis- 
tribution, will assume added duties 
of supervising all foreign operations 
also, His status would be similar to 
that of Tom Connors, v.p. in charge 
of worldwide distribution at 20th- 
Fox. Arthur W. Kelly, UA v.p., last 
week relinquished supervision of for- 
eign distribution to concentrate on 
postwar television, 

Carl Leserman, UA general sales 
manager under Sears, is reportedly 
headed for added responsibilities un- 
der the new order of things, besides 
closing of deals in the domestic field. 
Walter Gould, currently UA foreign 
manager who formerly reported to 
Kelly, is to take over many of the 
latter’s duties and will report direct- 
ly to Sears on foreign personnel, dis- 
tribution, sales problems and deals. 
Tom Mulrooney, the company’s for- 
eign sales manager under Gould, will 
continue in that capacity, but will 
take over many of the details dealing | 


with foreign operations formerly 
handled by Gould. 
Kelly, now in England awaiting 


the arrival of David Coplan, who has 


been named temporary managing di- | 
UA in Great Britain fol- | 
lowing the resignation last week of | 


rector for 


E. T. (Teddy) Carr, is expected to 
return to the N. Y. homeoffice some- 
time next month, at which time ar- 
rangements for completing the sales 
realignment will be finalized. 


HARRY ARTHUR WEST 
ON EXHIB PROD. IDEA 


While no developments 
reported in connection with organi- 
zation of Exhibitors Producing Corp. 
theatre-controlled producing-distrib- 
expected that short 
formu- 
producers the 
Desire of backers of Exhibit- 
ors Producing are anxious to have 
this 


new are | 


uting project, ly 
Feb. 
lated to 


setup. 


after 1 plans may be 


bring into 


a first picture for release early 
fall. 

With a view to tieing up producers 
among independents as well as some 
Stars who are said to be interested 


in making pictures for the new or- | 


ganization, 
Fanchon & 
the project, 
lywood Feb. 
sources, 
Arthur will be on the Coast a 
month or so, it’s understood, to hud- 
dle with stars and various indie pro- 
ducers who are said to be miffed 
about the policy of companies 
through which they release to hold 
back pictures as long as one to two 
years. Certain indie producers and 


Harry C. Arthur, v.p. of 
Marco, prime mover of 
is scheduled to hit 
1 to contact production 


Stars originally had broached the 
idea of establishing another com- 


pany on the type of First National, 
before it was merged into Warner 
Bros. According to inside they are 
interested in‘formulating an organi- 
zation that will provide rapid out- 
let and a quicker 
ment than they 


Morros Ties In With Loew, 
Lyons on “Of Thee I Sing” 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
New film-making company, “Of 
Thee I Sing, Inc.,” designed to pro- 
duce a picture by that name with- 
Out the “Inc..” has been organized 


now get. 


by Arthur S. Lyons, David L. Loew | 


and Boris Morros. 


Filmusical, slated to start in May. 
United Artists 
through a previous deal with the 
Loew-Lyons outfit, Producing 


rights to the stage property, 
Thee I Sing,” through purchase of 
interests of the Sam H. Harris es- 
tate, the George Gershwin estate, 
Ira Gershwin, George 


and Morrie Ryskind. 


Hol- | 


return on investe | 


Art- | 
ists, Inc. Morros had acquired screen | 
“Or: 


S. Kaufman | 


Up They Go 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Paul Malvern, Universal pro- 
ducer, has developed an escala- 
tor for writers, five of whom 
have climbed from his scripting 
mill into producerships. 

Literary climbers are George 
Wagener, Warren Wilson, Jean 
Yarbrough, Morgan Cox and 
Edmund L. Hartmann. 


B’s to Lose Their 
Sting on Par Lot 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Elimination of low budget pictures 
is being mulled by Paramount execs, 
with the dropping of about six “B” 
productions from the annual pro- 
| gram in prospect. 

Studio made a heavy cut in lower 
| bracket films a year ago andefurther 
cutting is taken as a matter of 
course. Understood the unit headed 
| by Walter MacEwen may be washed 


| up. 


Nov. Taxes Reflect 
Dip in Film Biz But 
Legits Held Up Well 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Boxoffice receipts throughout the 
country went into a dive during No- 
vember, according to the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, which has just re- 


'leased the tax figures covering that 
period. 
| Bureau figures revealed that the 


pax take for November was $13,048,- 
| 274, a sharp drop from the previous 
| month and almost $2,900,000 below 
|comparable figures for November, 
| 1942. Survey shows a dip of $29,- 
| 000,000 in national b.o. grosses. 

| New York figures underscore fact 
that cut was felt by filmers and not 
by legit or niteries. November taxes 
for the Third Internal Revenue Dis- 
trict of New York, which includes 
the Manhattan theatre sector, were 
$2,164,043, representing a slack of 
| $1,000,000 Jess than the previous year. 
Increase was shown, however, by 
N. Y. theatre brokers, who shelled 
out taxes of $19,653, about 25% above 
November, 1942, 
| was well on the legit front. 

| Manhattan niteries turned in a levy 
of $209,346, 
|; for November, 1942. 

While no explanation was offered 
for the drop in picture biz through- 
out the country, figures lend cre- 
dence to the industry’s belief that the 
pending 20° federal tax on admis- 
sions will be felt at ms b.o. 


METRO AND WB OKAY 
16 MM. PIX 1ST TIME 


Metro and Warners have reported- 


ly decided to go into the 16 mm. 
film field for the first time. Under- 
| stood that 16 mm. versions of M-G | 


'and WB pictures 
for use by the 
United States. 
either company 
made except for free showing 
| servicemen in combat zones outs ide | 
|of the U. S. 

Metro has always been so strongly 


Red Cross in the | 


opposed to 16 mm. reproduction of | 


its product that if a Metro contract 
player was loaned to another studio 
there was a provision that no 16 mm. 
versions of any picture in which the 
nlaver appeared could be made. 


Langford’s ‘Showboat’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
leasing Corp. 
star in the 
“Dixie Show- 


Producers 
Frances Langtord to 
forthcoming musical, 
boat.” 


'Cabanne directs. 


indicating that all | 


compared with $175,120 | 


will be permitted | 


No 16 mm. films from | 


showing to | Hecht Back in H’ 
| To Script Hitchcock Pic. 


| with 


| 


signed | 
, Studio 


isales confab called by 
Jack Schwarz produces and Christy | 


UNDER 
BOOKED 


now fill the first-run requirements 
of downtown theatres in N. Y., larg- 
est and most important key center 
of the country, according to figures 
which, for the entire year 1943, show 
that only 163 features were needed 
for 11 houses operating under a reg- 
ularly-constituted initial-run policy. 

Extended dating, and the aid rend- 


ered by stageshow policies in some 
of the Broadway theatres, has created 
a record low in the number of 
changes made. While so-called “run 
operations” played a small number 
of pictures during 1943, the amazing 


minimums set by the large deluxers 
with stageshows, which are in the 
“weekly change” category arouse 
especial attention. 

The Music Hall and Strand, each 
‘with stageshows but the latter with 
name bands and special attractions, 
used only 11 pictures each in ’43, 
while the Paramount, also with stage- 
bands, played only 12. The Capitol 
and Roxy, both of which have 
splurged on stageshows during the 
past year, filled their requirements 
with only 16 features each. 

Among the run houses, Astor and 
Hollywood were at the bottom, rec- 


pictures over the year, while the 
Rivoli, another run-time operation, 
had nine. Smaller first-runs in the 
so-called ‘“weekly-change” division 
rated as follows: Globe, 23; Rialto, 
25, and the Criterion, 28. 

While all these total 163, they do 
not include the few first-runs played 


at Loew’s State, second-run house 
‘ordinarily, nor the Palace which 
only recently was thrown into a 
single-feature first-run policy. While 


ths Palace played 68 pictures during 
1943, mostly second-runs, 
films singly over the year. 


Par's 25 Ready, 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
With 25 features ready for release 
|or in the editing rooms, Paramount 
has 25 more in various stages of 
preparation, including 21 under gen- 
eral supervision of B. G. De 
executive producer, two by Cecil B 


unit, 

De Sylva’s slate consists of “Two 
Years Before the Mast,” “Practically 
Yours,” “Stork Club,” “Duffy's Tav- 
ern,” “Victoria Grandolet,” 
fornia,” “Out of This World.” “A 
Medal for Benny,” “Sophia Cooper,” 
“Miss Susie Slagle’s,” “Princess On 
the Warpath,” “The Count of Lux- 
embourg,” “Ready, Willing and 4-F,” 
i*Torch Song,” “Salty O'Rourke.” 
| “Girls’ Town,” “Fear,” “To Each His 
Own,” “Kitty.” “The Trouble With 
Women” and an untitled production 
| dealing with the WAVES. 

DeMille is working on “Rurales” 
and a modernized version of “The 
Sign of the Cross.” On the Pine- 
Thomas program are “Thunder 
Mountain” and “Hell's Afloat.” 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Ben Hecht returns to film script- 
ing under contract to Vanguard, 
“The House of Dr. Edwardes” 
as his first assignment. 
Alfred Hitchcock is assigned as di- 
rector. 


Freeman’s N. Y. Hop 


Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
head, was due to arrive in 
York Tuesday (25) to attend 
Neil Agnew. 
over week- 


New 


Heads back to Coast 


ena, 


Substantially less than 200 features | 


ords showing they played only six | 


it had six ! 


25 Coming Up 


Sylva, | 


DeMille and two by the Pine-Thomas | 


“Cali- | 


itz-Goetzs Distribution Deal 


With RKO a la Goldwyn (171%) 


Bond Deduction Plan 


Virtually all major film com- 
panies are setting plans where- 
by employees can buy an ex- 
tra bond on the payroll deduc- 
tion system, during the Fourth 
War Loan drive. 


Korda Corraling 
Top Brit. Scribs 


Sir Alexander Korda is signing up 
most of the top writing talent in 
England for his Metro production or- 
ganization over there, with around 
12 of the best known British writers 
already under his wing and deals 
with others being mulled. 

While no corner on writing talent 
is feasible, the scope of Korda’s op- 
eration is such that he will take a 
large proportion of the. productive 
writers out of the open market. 

Among those with whom Korda 
has deals are James Hilton, who 
has given the producer an option on 
his next book as well as on his 
services. 

Others who have been signed by 
Korda recently are A. E. W. Mason, 
H. E. Bates, James Bridie, play- 
wright, Evelyn Waugh and Paul 
Tabori. Korda also has an option 
on the services and books by Gerald 
Kersh, 


FDR’s Illness Forces 
Cancellation of D.C. 
“Command Performance’ 


By ANDY KELLEY 
= Washington, Jan. 25. 
On the advice of his personal 
physician, Admiral McIntire, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt scratched from his 
social list the Saturday night dinner 


tee, and the ‘Command Perform- 
ance’ of “Voice of the Turtle” on 
Sunday night. 

The Chief. Executive has lost 10 
pounds due to flu attack, 


conserve his strength. Had he given 


the usual dinner to the company 
after the performance on Sunday 
night, it would have kept him up 
until 2 am. President Roosevelt 


| loves these parties, was reluctant to 
cancel, but accepted the advice of 
| his M.D. 

The cancellation gave Mrs. Evalyn 
| Walsh McLean (Hope Diamond) an 
| opportunity to spread for her house 
| guest, Margaret Sullavan. Some 400 
Senators, Cabinet members, Justices 
of the Supreme Court, members of the 
| House, most official Washington, had 
|'a chance to greet the Morosco the- 
atre troupe after “Voice of the Tur- 
tle’ was presented at the National. 
The performance grossed $6,300 at 
$5.50 top, giving a substantial net to 
the Infantile Paralysis Foundation. 

(Continued on page 8) 


JACK GROSS SHIFTS 
FROM U TO RKO LOT 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Jack Gross has been granted a re- 
lease 
producer, 


from Universal as executive 
Gross to accept 
RKO, 
will also act as assistant to produc- 
tion chief, Charles. Koerner. 

Both were with RKO theatre cir- 
prior to 
| field, Koerner 
| Coast division manager 
| hooked up with Universal in 1939. 

Joe Gershenson takes over for 
‘Gross at Universal and will exercise 


enabling 


| similar post with where he 


entering production 
succeeding Gross as 


when latter 


of the Democratic National Commit- | 
lactually a fraction of 
| likely would be 


International Pictures (Leo Spitz 
William Goetz) has set a distribu- 


tion deal with RKO reportedly ong 


terms ator close to those for Samuel 
Goldwyn productions (1712°%) insoe 
far as distribution charges are con- 
cerned, 


Understood 
charges 


that distribution 
are predicated gross 
rentals, with costs reduced as 
grosses mount. 

Acquisition of additional impor- 
tant product on the outside permits 
operations at RKO to continue with- 
out crowding the normal shooting 
slate. 


International pictures involved in 
the deal are “Casanova Brown” 
(Gary Cooper-Teresa Wright), “Belle 
of the Yukon,” (Randolph Scott-Bob 
Burns), “Once Off Guard” (Edward 
G. Robinson), and “It’s a Pleasure” 
(Sonja Henie). 


The Goetz-Spitz deal with RKO 
was closed following relatively brief 
negotiations, International execs had 
previously been dickering with 
United Artists and other major dis- 
tribs. 


WALL ST. REPORTS RKO 
PFD. MAY BE RETIRED 


Continued strength in RKO pre- 
ferred shares has resulted in Wall 
Street reports that this issue may be 
retired some time this year. Pre- 
ferred stock held up around $91 even 
after the large ex-divvy deductions, 
indicating more than usual interest 
ii. the shares. Partial retirement 
could be effected more readily with 
the rise in common shares since the 
preferred is convertible into com- 
mon. While no official word has been 
heard on this possibility, announce- 
ment would automatically bring a 
heavy switch from preferred to the 
common, if the market follows ex- 
perience with other shares. 

Although the 128,170 shares of pre- 
ferred currently outstanding would 
require arounc. $12,000,000 to redeem, 
this amount 
required if there 


jis any considerable shift from pref- 


shares into the 


with his | 
‘than a emallv hast lass “suld 

doctor's advice to get to bed early, | 

/needed_ to 


common, via 
conversion. Doubtful if little more 
redeem the 
under such conditions. Eas 
rates now naturally make 
operation logical. Also it 
another step in RKO: 
simplification, 


Lukors to Hollywood 
Via Stopoff in Tucson 


(21) for the Coast 
on his first trip west in a long time, 
Adolph Zukor, chairman of the 
board of Paramount. will check in 
at the Par studio in about two weeks 


pre 
money 
an 
would be 
corporate 


Leaving Friday 


to huddle with execs there, see new 
product coming off the assembly 
line, ete. 

First he and Mrs. Zukor, who ac- 
companies him, will stop off at Tuc- 
son, Ariz., to visit for 10 days or 
two weeks with their dauchter, Mil- 
dred, who lives there In addition 
to wanting to visit the studio. Zukor 
and his wife are also anxious to see 


son Eugene, lieutenant-commander 
in the Navy, in charge of press and 
radio relations at the L. A. base. 


Big Mob ‘Scenes Taner Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Serious drop in placements for film 
extras was reported by Central Cast- 
ing for the first half of January with 
a likelihood that the -month’s earn- 
ings will be the lowest since last 


Slimmer, 


executive supervision over producers | 


' Paul Malvern, George 

Edmund L, Hartman, 
| the Michael Fessier 
| combo. 


Waggener. 
John Grant and 
-Ernest Pagano 


Seasonal lapse was expected, as in 
bygone years, but the January drop 
this year is heavier than usual, 
Meanwhile, most of the major stue 
dios are announcing resumption of 
heavy production this week, with 
full crews to be kept going until late 
in spring. 
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Levin's Rap, Hochstein’s Trial Put 
Off; Both in Bioff-Browne Mess 


Two former Chicago residents,¥ 


Isadore Zevin and Harry Hochstein, 
indicted by the N. Y. federal grand 
jury for swearing falsely in the film 
industry racketeering probe received 
postponements on Monday (24) from 
Judge Henry W. Goddard. Zevin, 
former secretary to George E. 
Browne, convicted ex-president of 
the IATSE, had his sentencing ad- 
journed until March 20. 

Zevin was indicted on a nine-count 
perjury charge, after he had told 
the grand jury, that the special as- 
sessment fund of $1,500,000 collected 
from members of the IATSE was be- 
ing used to pay salaries and expenses 
of union representatives. 

According to Boris Kostelanetz, 
special assistant U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral, Zevin knew that this fund, con- 
trolled by Browne and Willie Bioff 
was being used by them and “the 
boys from Chicago.” 

The two forme: labor leaders were 
Jater convicted for extorting large 
sums of money from the film in- 
dustry in 1941. “The Boys,” six mem- 
bers of the old Al Capone mob, were 
convicted recently of a similar ex- 
tortion, 

Zevin, bookkeeper of this special 
fund, had pleaded guilty on the eve 
of the extortion trial which had 
started on Oct. 5, last. He faces a 
maximum prison sentence of 60 
years and fines up to $42,000. 

Hochstein, former Chicago morals 
inspector, got an adjournment of -his 
trial until Feb. 1. Hochstein had 
told the Federal grand jury that the 
two former labor leaders and certain 
of the Chicago gangsters were not 
present at a house in Riverside, Il, 
which was rented and maintained by 
him. 

The Government contended that 
the house was the headquarters of 
the Capone mob and it was there 
that the mobsters had met and 
planned the election of Browne as 
president of the IATSE in 1934 and 
again in 1935. 


J. Joelson’s Monopoly 
Suit Vs. Brandts-Cohen; 
Reserve Decision in N.Y. 


Decision was reserved on the mo- 
tion by J. J. Theatres (Julius Joel- 
son), operators of the Time theatre, 
on West 42d street, New York, for 
the examination of eight major film 
companies and other defendants by 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Charles 
B. McLaughlin last week. Suit 
charges that the defendants created 
a monopoly in the distribution of 
films in the Times Square area. 

Defendants are the eight major 
film companies, Wiliiam and Harry 
Brandt, Max Cohen, Anwell Amus. 
Corp., Helgus Corp., Andear Amus. 
Corp. and Iris Joyce, Inc., operators 
of four film houses in the same West 
42d street area. 

The complaint alleges that the de- 
fendants formed a conspiracy to re- 
strain trade and eliminate competi- 
tion, and that because of this illegal 
combination the plaintiff has been 
denied first run films. 


WB Building 100 New 
Sets for Six Pictures 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Warners is spreading six pictures 
over 15 sound stages and building 
approximately 100 new sets to keep 
up with current and future produc- 
tion demands. 

In action are “Mr. Skeffington,” 
“My Reputation,” “Make Your Own 
Bed,” “The Mask of Dimitrios,” “Cin- 
derella Jones” and “The Horn Blows 
at Midnight.” 


Now He'll Produce Them 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Republic upped Ronald Davidson. 
writer of chapter plays for seven 
years, to the status of serial produ- 
cer. 

Davidson takes over the job left 
open by the elevation of William 
O’Sullivan to general producership 
of westerns and cliffhangers. 


Hersey Rings the “Bell’’ 


20th-Fox has closed for the film 
rights to “A Bell for Adano,’ John 
Hersey novel being published by Al- 
fred Knopf. 

Purchase price was $100,000. 


Illness Stalls Two Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Two pictures on the 20th-Fox lot 
were halted by illness, most serious 
of which was an attack of pleurisy 
which sent Stanley Prager to the 
hospital. With Prager in all the re- 
maining scenes of “I Married a Sol- 
dier,” filming is at a standstill for 
about 10 days. 

Final scenes in “Greenwich Vil- 
lage” were held up when Carmen 
Miranda and Vivian Blaine reported 
ill, 


Stringent N. Y. Fire 
Dept. Supervision 
Worrying Exchanges 


The problem of what to do with 
the scrap film that accumulates in 
the N. Y. film exchanges and was 
formerly disposed of without much 
worry, has become a knotty problem 
for the distributors in the face of 
stringent Fire Dept. regulations. 
During the past week it was ruled 
that a man who has picked up the 
scrap and dumped it somewhere 
could not do so anymore. 

Question, as a result, is what to do 
with the loose ends which in every 
exchange are thrown into barrels of 
water every day when cuts and re- 
pairs are made. The average ship- 
ping room collects a considerable 
amount of scrap with an average of 
10 daytime “backroom” employees at 
work and 15 at night. As one office 
manager of an exchange declared: 
“You can’t just throw it into the 
garbage.” 

The N. Y. exchanges, which have 
been carefully checked lately by fire 
officials who are tougher in their 
regulations over exchanges in this 
key than any other, are also having 
trouble getting help to properly 
maintain shipping rooms and other 
quarters. 

The distributors, when junking 
prints, usually after two years in re- 
lease, send them to various refineries 
where the silver is salvaged for war 
purposes, 


Canton Theatre Damaged by Fire 
Canton, O., Jan. 25. 

A fire last week caused damage 
estimated at more than $5,000 to the 
ticket booth and outer lobby of the 
Palace theatre. Temporary repairs 
were made immediately and the 
theatre continued to operate without 
interuption. 


Extras Union Bid For 
Bargaining Recognized 


Hollywood, Jan. 25, 

Petition of the Screen Players 
Union, consisting of film extras, for 
a collective bargaining election, will 
get a hearing before the National 
Labor Relations Board Feb. 15, to be 
considered by Charles M. Ryan, trial 
examiner, under supervision of E. J. 
Eagen, local board director. 

SPU wants to break away from the 
Screen Actors Guild, which now bar- 
gains collectively for extra players, 
designated as Class B members. 


Loew’s State Bldg., N.Y., 
In $30,000 Overtime Claim 


Suit for overtime wages totaling 
more than $30,000 was filed by 37 
building service employees of Loew’s 
State Bldg, 1540 Broadway, N. Y., 
owned by the Loew’s Inc. Defendants 
are the Marcus Loew Realty Corp., 
Marcus Loew Booking Agency, Firm 
Amus. Corp, and* Loew’s, Inc., all 
charged with failing to pay overtime 
compensation due under the Fair La- 
bor Standards act of .1938. 

The complaint alleges that under 
the law they were required to work 
44 hours up to 1939, 42 hours up to 
1940, and 40 hours thereafter, but 
they have put in 44 and 48 hours 
since 1938. 


“Hargrove” at Astor, N.Y. 


“See Herg, Private Hargrove” 
(Metro) has been pencilled in for 
N._Y. opening at the Astor theatre. 
following “Lifeboat” (20th). 

Understood that 20th-Fox leased 


the Metro showcase for 10 weeks for | 
“Lifeboat,” which is now in its third | 
week. 


Plenty of Cash 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Cash dividends paid in the mo- 
tion picture industry amounted 
to $20,900,000 in 1943 as com- 
pared with $15,100,000 paid out 
in 1942, according to U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce figures. 
This represents an increase of 
nearly 25% in total disburse- 
ments last year over 1942. 

This indicates that divvys kept 
pace with net profits of principal 
film companies since major cor- 
porations net ran approximately 
25% ahead of 1942. 


Studios Demand 
Own Gas Pumps 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Film studios are readying a request 
for special service stations for motion 
picture workers in case further cuts 
in gas allotments are ordered by the 
OPA. Similar appeals have been 
made by airplane plants and other 
essential industries in this sector. 
Government representatives have 
indicated that if the gas shortage be- 
comes more acute, certain stations 
might be designated to serve essen- 
tial workers. Even under the current 
rules, many film workers find it diffi- 
cult to buy enough fuel to drive to 
and from work. 


Mull Vacation Pool 
Plan Affecting 20,000; 
Equals 47 Pay Rise 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Cumulative pooling of vacation 
time by all studios, affecting 20,000 
studio workers is under discussion, 
with Howard Philbrick, general 
manager of Central Casting, com- 
missioned to draft a standard ‘sched- 
ule assuring two weeks’ vacation pay 
for all hands. 

Under plan each studio would pay 
proportionate share for each worker, 
based on length of employment. Re- 
serve pool would be set up with each 
company making deposits to cover 
its personnel if worker moved from 
one studio to another after one week, 
first studio would be obligated for 
one-fiftieth vacation pay. It’s fig- 
ured such a system would amount to 
around 4% increase and would stand 
a better chance of getting War Labor 
Board okay than demand for a 
straight increase. 


IRVING RAPPER OFF WB 
PAYROLL AFTER A TIFF 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Irving Rapper is off the payroll at 
Warners after run-in with studio 
heads. Last picture ne directed was 
“Rhapsody in Blue” and contract 
has five years to run. 

Repeated clashes over scripts and 
argumentative mood is said at the 
studio to be the reason for suspen- 
sion. He is a former New York 
stage director and came to Warners 
as a dialog director. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Carl Gose, legit actor, signed by 
Vanguard. 


George 
Warners. 


Catherine Turney inked writer 
pact at Warners. 

Ruth Burch renewed as casting di- 
rector at Vanguard. 

Nancy Gates’ minor contract with 
RKO approved by court. 

David Horwich drew scripting 
ticket at Paramount. 

Rhonda Fleming’s player option 
lifted by Vanguard. 

Dorothy and Lucy Knoch, dance 
team, signed by Paramount. 

Marjorie Hoshelle inked player 
pact at Warners. 

Chris Drake drew acting ticket at 
RKO. 

DeWitt Bodeen, writer, renewed 
by RKO. 

Christopher Adams’ actor option 
picked up by Vanguard. 

Carolyn Butler, writer, optioned 
by Paramount. 

Edward Stevenson, fashion de- 
signer, renewed by RKO. 

Helmut Dantine renewed by 
Warners. 


Tobias renewed at 


Anne Baxter’s option lifted by 
20:h-Fox. 

Catherine Turney inked writer 
pact at Warners. 


town pix houses now provide about 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


There was a ime when bad notices from the Washington critics were 
reflected at the boxoffice. But no more. In this overcrowded city they 
are looking for cntertainment and the newspaper Solomons don’t count, 
“Government Girl,” for instance, was royally panned, but it did $45,000 in 
three weeks at Keith’s. Same goes for the legitimate. “Marianne” was 
slugged, but even with the advance warning musical did $17,500. Same 
went for “Jackpot,” which collected $26,000. 

Grosses in picture houses have been consistently 35°% higher than two 
years ago, regardless of what the reviewers say. This same ratio of in. 
crease applies in the neighborhood houses. The population of the national 
capital has doubled since the war began, with an extra 25,000 pouring in 
over the weekend looking for diversion. Saturdays and Sundays in down- 


40% of the week’s gross. 


figure of the Nazi super-race boast. 


John Steinbeck’s recent criticism of the 20th-Fox picture, “Lifeboat,” 
was not directed at the film as a whole, but at the relative prominence 
of characters in the story. Author explained that the role of the refugee 
U-boat sailor had been too prominently portrayed, making it a symbolic 
Original story idea helonged to Alfred 


Hitchcock, producer, and was elaborated by Steinbeck into a magazine 
tale and later into a screen treatment. Final screenplay was written by 
Jo Swerling. Steinbeck approved the general idea but declared he ob- 


jected to the over-emphasis of one of the characters. 


New projection device which spreads the light more evenly on the 
screen has been installed in 14 Los Angeles theatres. Ordinarily the light 
is concentrated on the “hot spot,” but the revolutionary mechanism pro- 


vides 50% more illumination on the 


sides of the screen and 70% more on 


the corners. In addition to added’ brilliance it eliminates “rainbow effects” 
and maintains longshot backgrounds in focus. Improvement is the result 


Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles 


of five years of study by Hal Huff, in charge of sound and pictures at the 


for 15 years, and John R. Ranson, 


optical engineer. Combination is known as R & H Optical Lenses. 


“Reap the Wild Wind,” Cecil B. 


DeMille production sold singly by 


Paramount at advanced admissions and later sent on general release in the 


usual manner, becomes the largest 


rental grosser Paramount ever had, 


though certain it will be topped by “Bell Tolls” and “Lady in the Dark.” 


The DeMille picture has hit $3,800,000 and with additional engagements, 
including repeats, will get to $4,000,000 or over, exclusive of the Canadian 
and other foreign markets. This sets a record for Par, exceeding any 
prior release in the company’s history. 


‘War Department Report,’ four-reel picture compiled from captured 
German, Japanese and a few Italian films, has been completed for showing 
to U. S. war plant workers. Film gives a closeup view of the enemy in 
action, and intended to point up for those engaged in turning out muni- 
tions and other instruments of warfare that their wholehearted coopera- 
tion is needed to overcome these fighters. 


Film studios are offered a chance to buy 21 used Army planes, veterans 
of hard fighting in Russia and the South Pacific. Planes are not up to 
present specifications for work on the battle fronts but considered safe 
for flying in pictures. If not sold within two weeks they will be destroyed, 


GEO. ARCHIBALD DENIES 
JOINING UA OR RANK 


George Archibald, head of the 
British Ministry of Information in 
N. Y., this week denied reports that 
he is either scheduled to join United 
Artists as foreign sales chief or to 
become a prominent official in J. 
Arthur Rank’s American distribution 
setup. Archibald made clear that he 
intends remaining with the M. of I. 
and will be stationed permanently in 
London as soon as he returns to Eng- 
land. 

Archibald :-is giving up his post 
in N.Y., with Tom Baird, his assistant 
here for more than a year, set to 
have charge of the important U. S. 
headquarters for the M. of I. here. 


FDR’s Illness 


Continued from page 5 


House could have been sold out five 
times, and Committee made a mis- 
take in not making the show a $10 
attraction. 


With 58 stars and starlets. touring 
for the War Bond campaign, Holly- 
wood’s representation at the Birth- 
day Celebration in Washington was 
slimmer than usual. Those slated 
were Walter Pidgeon and Red Skel- 
ton from Metro; Maria Moniez from 
Universal; Brian Donlevy from Par- 
amount; John Garfield from Warner 
Bros.; Jinx Falkenberg from Colum- 
bia. Music critics were interested 
in the coming of Jose Iturbi. Lucille 
Ball was a late entry from Leo-the- 
Lion. Rea Skelton was selected to 
be master of ceremonies for the May- 
flower banquet on Friday night. 
Bands will be Guy Lombardo and a 
special Meyer Davis unit, with local 
musicians filling in at the hotels. 


Celebration this year covers two 
nights. The Mayflower banquet and 
the midnight shows: at the Capitol 
(29) Earle and Howard theatres will 
take place on Friday (28). On Sat- 
urday (29) the birthday balls will 
be held at the Shoreham, Wardman 
Park, Statler, Mayflower, Willard, 
Hamilton and Washington hotels. 


All stars will make the party for 
colored at the Lincoln Colonnade, 
also appearing at the Howard mid- 
night shows. They are sponsored by 
Abe Lichtman, who dips generously 
into his own pocket to see that they 
are the utmost in jive and hotcha 
to vie with the downstairs celebra- 
tions. 

The annual White House luncheon 
will be given on Saturday with all 
stars present. Mrs, Roosevelt will 


make all parties. 


Hyams Gale 
Sell to Rank 


London, Jan. 7. 
After being on and off for months, 
the deal by J. Arthur Rank for the 
Hyams & Gale Super Cinemas, was 
finalized this week. Houses involved 
are State, Kilburn, largest pix house 
in London; Trocadero, South Lon- 
don: Trocette, Bermondsey; Troxy, 
Stepney; Regal, Norwood, and one 
provincial house, Gaumont, Oldham. 
The Hyams are now left with one 
small cinema near Victoria Station, 
having sold the big nearby Metro- 
pole to Rank a few months ago. 


Harry Engel to Advise 
On Production at Rep 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Herbert J. Yates signed Harry En- 
gel, ex-music publisher, as a member 
of the recently instituted production 
advisory committee at Republic. 
Engel recently resigned as Coast 
manager of Broadcast Music, Inc. 


H. J. Griffith Succeeds 
His Late Brother, R. E. 


H. J. Griffith has been elected to 
board of directors and presidency of 
the R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc., fill- 
ing vacancy created by death of his 
brother, R. E. Griffith. Circuit direc- 
tors have also created office of ex- 
ecutive vice-president, naming R. I. 
Payne, general manager, to the new 
| post. 


RKO Bonuses OK’d 


RKO Christmas bonus, which was 
authorized by the RKO board of di- 
rectors Dec. 6, was paid last Friday 
(21) to a number of employees in the 
home Office, theatre department and 
branch offices coming within certain 
salary classifications. 

Bonus payment had been held up 
pending approval by the War Labor 
Board and the Treasury Stabiliza- 
tion Unit. 


COL.’S REGULAR DIVVY 


Columbia Pictures maintained its 
regular $2.75 dividend rate on its 
convertible preferred last week by 
declaring the usual 6834c. quarterly 
divvy. No action was taken on the 
common. 

Preferred dividend is payable Feb. 
15 to stockholders of record Feb. 1. 
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Melodramatic Real-Life Angles 
Disclosed By Ackerman’s Slayer 


Detroit, Jan. 25. ¥*¥ 


Yuen Woo, 23-year-old Chinese re- 
formatory parolee who used theatri- 
cal makeup to conceal his role of 
killer, confessed last week that he 
killed and robbed Floyd Ackerman, 
manager of the Butterfield chain’s 
four houses in Bay City. ‘ 

Capture and confession” of Woo 
probably will mean a reward of $5,- 
500—the biggest ever posted in Mich- 
igan—to the daughter of a Bay City 
policeman who told her father that 
her sweetheart, who lived at the 


same lodgings with the Chinese, had| 


seen him carrying a gun and was 
suspicious of his actions. When the 
arrest was made $1,070 of the $1,800 


taken from Ackerman was found in! 


Wo0's concealed behind a 
panel. 

The entire story has had bizarre 
qualities. Ackerman was a ,highly 
regarded citizen of Bay City, whose 
war work had been notable, and his 
killing outside a bank last Dec. 5 as 
he was depositing the theatre re- 
ceipts, brought on a wave of indigna- 
tion that saw the huge reward posted 


room, 


by both the State and local authori-| 


ties. However, the search for the 
killer seemed to lead nowhere. 
With the arrest of Woo, who in 
1938 had killed a wealthy 
Chinese and was on parole 
prison, some of the reasons why the 
search had led up blind alleys be- 
came clear. The Chinese said he had 
studied theatre makeup, practicing 
for weeks before striking on the de- 
vice of using pink powder and water 


colors to change his complexion and} 
the conformation of his eyes, of cre-| 
ating a fake scar on his face to fur-| 


confuse his identification and 
altering the color of his hair. He 
walked 12 blocks to his rooming 
house following the slaying. carry- 
ing the money bag in plain sight, 
without being suspected. 

Woo also confessed that he had 
carefully timed Ackerman and knew 
that at a specific time he reached 
the bank with the money from the 
four theatres. He _ insisted 
confession that the killing was acci- 
dental, that when he stuck a pistol 
in the theatre man’s back the latter 
said, “You must be kidding,” 


ther 


charged as Ackerman turned to see 
“who was joking.” Ackerman, who 


before he died a half hour after the} 


shooting gave a careful description 
of the holdupman, had cited the scar 
and other false clews the Chinese 
had contrived with his study of 
makeup. 


Canada’s Faves 


Ottawa, Jan, 25. 

Canadian services headquarters 
comes out with its own list of the 14 
best films of 1943 and will show the 
films to the Canadian troops. 

List includes: “Pride of the Yank- 
ees,” “Random Harvest,” “In Which 
We Serve.” “Shadow of a Doubt,” 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy,” “Forever 
and a Day,” “The More the Merrier,” 
“The Human Comedy,” “Stage Door 
Canteen,” “Corvette K-225,” “Holy 
Matrimony,” “Desert Victory,” “Mis- 
sion to Moscow,” “City That Stopped 
Hitler.” 


Loew's Net Income Up 


Detroit 
from | 


in his} 


and | 
that the pistol was accidentally dis-! 


$1,300,000 Over Year 
Shows $13,422,853 


| 
Loew’s, Inc., net income for the 
| fiscal year endin last Aug. 31 in- 
| creased nearly $1,300,000 over a year 
| ago, report last week showing net of 
, $13,422,853 for the year as against 
$12,132,606 in year ending in August, 
1942. This represents $8.01 per com- 
mon share against $7.02 in preceding 
fiscal year. Showing was made de- 
spite Federal taxes amounting to 
$21,239,870 as contrasted with $6,932,- 
512 a year ago. 

| Operating revenues increased 
‘nearly $23,000,000 to $157,236,944, 
while operating and general expenses 
only went to $104,253,828 as com- 
pared with $98,851,301 in the year 
ended Aug. 31, 1942. Loew’s thus was 
able to show about $23,000,000 in- 
crease in overall revenue while hold- 
ing expenses down to approximately 
$5,400,000 increase in the year’s time. 

Corporation’s net income before 
taxes was $35,691,606 as contrasted 
with $19,625,092 in the preceding 
fiscal year. Earned surplus rose from 
$63,961,242 to $71,872,167. 

Inventories amounted to $47,662,690 
as compared with $34,927,585 a year 
ago. Biggest increase was in film 
productions in process, being $25,- 
238,089 last August wh in the same 
month of 1942 they amounted to $13,- 
616,889. Productions completed but 
not released represented $12,668,603 
while a year ago they totalled $8,- 
803,128. Pictures released after 
| amortization totalled $9,755,997 in 
| August, 1943, but only $12,507,568 in 
August of the preceding year. 
| Company noted that the statement 
| includes operations in foreign coun- 
i tries to Aug. 31, 1943 instead of the 


| 


FILM CENTER BLDG., NLY., cna’ or suiy'as heretofore. Total of 


SUES FOR $6,598 TAXES 


Suit to recover $6,598 taxes was 
filed in N. Y. federal court on Mon- 
day (24) by the Film Center Build- 
ing Corp. against Joseph Higgins, as 
former Internal Revenue Collector. 

Complaint alleges that the plain- 
tiff was allegedly assessed the amount 
for the years 1937 and 1938. 
charged that the Government erron- 
eously assessed as profits the dif- 
ference between the amount paid for 
bonds and the face value of the cer- 
tificates, when the corporation, pur- 
sSuant to its plan for reorganization 
in 1936, purchased in the open market 
certain of its* first and second mort- 
gage bonds. 

The corporation claims that they 
were insolvent before and after the 
purchases which were made during 
the two years, it had realized no tax- 
able gains. 


Loew’s Sets “Bell Tolls” 
In N. Y. at Upped Scale 


The Loew metropolitan N. Y. cir- 
cuit has signed to play “For Whom 
the Bell Tolls” in 35 houses at ad- 
vanced admissions during February, 
for which Paramount has set up a 
total of 85 engagements throughout 
the country. 

By March 1 the picture will have 
Played over 400 dates at, minimum 
prices of 75c matinees and $1.10 eve- 
nings, with-rentals in all cases being 
70% to Par. 


WB’s “Isabel” Bid 

Warners is reported bidding for 
the screen rights to “Isabel,” Chris- 
tine Govan novel being published 
by Houghton, Mifflin. 

Yarn is similar in theme to “Vic- 
toria Grandolet,” Henry -Bellaman 
yarn bought last season by Para- 
mount, 


Tt is | 


| $1,150,358 has been added to surplus 
from proceeds of foreign currency 
before considered income indi- 


| not 


| eating this. renresents additional re-!. 


| leased money that had been frozen 
|in foreign countries previously. 
Investments to and advances to Al- 
| lied Corporations remained about the 
same as a year ago, being $4,053,587 
in August, 1943, of which $3,500,000 is 
| interest in Gaumont-British Picture 
iCorp., through holding companies, 
| Loew’s cash totalled $26,678,828, U. S. 
| Government securities, $14,515,506, 
| and U. S. War Savings bonds, $3,115,- 
904. Company paid out $6,672,286 on 
common stock during the fiscal year, 
representing $4 per share. 


“Marseille” At $2 on B’way 
Followed By “Mark Twain” 


Long since completed, Jesse L. 
Lasky’s “Adventures of Mark Twain” 
will be roadshown, under Warner 
|plans, with the picture sent into 
| selected engagements in key centers 
i tow ard the end of April or in May 
on a twice-daily basis. 

Likely that it will go into the Hol- 
lywood, N. Y., at $2.20 top following 
“Passage to Marseille,” which is 
slated to succeed the incun:ibent 
“Desert Song” but no date as yet set 
for this new entry. 

Sales plan for ‘Twain” will not be 
set until after the picture has been 
roadshown. 


Pecking Away at PRC 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Scripting mill at Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. is busier than at any 
other time in the company’s history, 
with 16 yarns im preparation for 
spring filming. 

Ready to face the lenses within 
two weeks are two high-budgeters, 
“Minstrel Man” and “Dixie Show- 
boat.” 


Make Yipee With “Typee” 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Monogram goes back to 1846 to 
revive “Typee,” an adventure novel 
written by Herman Melville long 
before the Japs muscled in on the 
cannibals of the South Sea Islands. 

Picture will be produced and di- 
rected by George D. Green, recently 
released from the Army. 


Philly BBB Eyes 
RR. Black Market 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

City officials and Federal agencies 
are conducting an investigation of 
black market railroad ticket trans- 
actions by theatre brokers here fol- 
lowing an expose by the Better 
Business Bureau. 

An investigator for the BBB, ac- 
companied by a reporter for the 
Evening Bulletin, paid a markup of 
$24.78 for a train reservation to 
Miami to the operator of well-known 
ticket agency. The dealer said $12.78 
was his fee while $12 was a “tip’’ for 


“a fellow at the railroad” for getting | 


the tickets. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad said it 
would fire any employee found tak- 
ing a bribe for giving any customer 
a preferred reservation. Tickets are 
sold on a_ first-come-first-served 
basis, Pennsy officials said. 

But since a 10% tax must be paid 
on ticket markups and an Internal 
Revenue stamp must be borne by all 
tickets thus sold (the ticket bought 
by the BBB investigator bore no 
such stamp), the Revenue Depart- 
ment is also looking into the matter. 


Otherwise, It Means 
Kids Can Still Play 


Hookey for Pix in N.Y. 


A New York City ordinance pro- 
hibiting children under 16 being ad- 
mitted to theatres before 3 p.m. on 
weekdays was given the quiet go-by 
last week, enabling the law to ease 
out of a bad situation. 

Kids, celebrating a_half-holiday, 
lined up at 1 p. m. at an East Side 
house, demanding admittance. After 
the manager had read the law to 
them, moppets descended on the 
nearest police station with their beef. 
The police lieutenant called the man- 
ager for an explanation, and was re- 
ferred to Mayor LaGuardia’s ruling. 

Lieutenant finally combed embryo 
delinquents out of his hair by order- 
ing manager to admit ’em—law or no 
law. 


WB ANNUAL MEET FEB. 15 


Dec. Parley Set Over to Next Month 
—Salaries Listed 

Warner Bros, annual stockholders’ 
meeting has been set for Feb, 15 in 
Wilmington, Del. Session usually is 
held in December, but delayed this 
year, as had been suggested, in order 
to finish the annual financial state- 
ment prior to the meeting. 

At first planned to shift the meet- 
ing to January, but February date 
picked last week. 

Election of 6 Directors 

Election of six directors, Joseph 
Bernhard, Waddill Catchings, Rob- 
ert W. Perkins, Albert 
Harry M. Warner and Jack L. War- 
ner to serve two years, is principal 
business for this meeting. 
vote on amendment to corporation’s 
certificate of incorporation to elimi- 
nate any reference to preferred 
shares, since they have been retired. 

Proxy statement sent stockholders 
shows salaries in fiscal year ending 
last Aug. 31 as follows: Joseph Bern- 
hard, $131,500; Samuel Carlisle, $40,- 
500; Waddill Catchings, $330; Stan- 
leigh P. Friedman, $65,000; Charles 
S. Guggenheimer, $360: Joseph. H. 


Hazen, Robert W. Perkins, Herman | 
Starr, each $65,000; Albert Warner, | 


$104,000; Harry M. Warner and Jack 
L. Warner, $182,000 each. Remurera- 
tion for Bernhard represented a de- 


crease over the previous fiscal year | 


because he was on leave of absence 
from Dec. 1, 1942 to April 9, 1943, at 
the request of and for duty with the 
Navy Department, during which pe- 
riod he was paid at a reduced rate. 
Only material increase was for 
Harry Warner, who received $4,500 
more than in the previous fiscal year. 
Information on directors, nomi- 
nated for two-year terms, again 
shows Albert Warner as _ largest 
holder of common with 231,550 
shares. Next largest is Jack L. War- 
ner, who also is listed as holding 
$200,000 worth of 4% debentures. 


Warner, | 


Also to | 


Television As Cure 


for Fascism 


Recommended by Paramount Exec 


A, 


Depinet, McCormick Back 


Ned E. Depinet, RKO prexy, is 
due in today (Wednesday) from a 
Hollywood product o.0., and the 
completion of final details for Inter- 
national’s (Bill Goetz-Leo Spitz) re- 
leasing through RKO. 

S. Barret McCormick, RKO ad- 
publicity chief, returns today 
(Wednesday), from the Coast and a 
New Orleans stopover. 

Paul Lazarus, Jr., United Artists 
pub-ad head, due Monday (31) from 
Hollywood. 


Oklahoma City, Indpls. 


* Permitted to develop internatione 


ally and competitively in an atmos- 
phere of freedom, television alone 
holds the promise of being “ambas- 
sador of good will” needed to win an 
enduring peace in the world, Paul 
Raibourn, head of Television Pro- 
ductions, Inc., told the American 
Television Society meeting last 
(Tuesday) night at the Capitol hotel, 
N. Y. He claimed that the respon- 
sibility for intelligent, far sighted 
handling of television “rests on the 
Government as well as ourselves.” 
Raibourn, who has charge of all 
television for Paramount as well as 
his work with Television Productions 
and DuMont, pointed out that sight- 
sound broadcasting will be even 
more potent an instrumenft*for effec- 
tive reeducation of fascist nations 
and maintaining international good- 


Now in Labor Shortage 
Zones, Voted Exempt 


The distributors have obtained ex- | 
}emptions from the 48-hour work 
| week regulations in the Oklahoma | 
City and Indianapolis exchange | 
areas, which were recently declared | 
labor shortage zones. As result, none | 
of the employees in the film com- 
| pany branches in these keys will be | 
forced to work over the present 40- | 
hour schedule in order to release 
| Manpower for defense work. 

|; With the O. C. and Indianapolis 
| victories, the slate remains 100% in 
;favor of the distributors, although 
| petitions are pending in Milwaukee | 
and Seattle. In Chicago, Paramount 
obtained an exemption for itself, be- 
lief being same will naturally ap- 


ply to the others. They have 
been on file for a long time. 
“Pat”  Scollard, execu- 


tive assistant to Neil F. Agnew in 
charge of labor relations covering 
exchanges and othcr spheres of com- 
pany activity, cannot ascribe any 
reason for the lengthy delays in con- 
nection with the Milwaukee-Seattle 
| Cases. 

Several months ago the Dallas ter- 
ritory was added to the labor short- 
age list. A petition for exemption 
was filed there, but since then the 
war manpower situation ha&S eased 
to the point where the key has been 
removed from the 48-hour restric- 
tions. 

Scollard represeuts all distribs on 
matters relating to exchanges and 
the labor shortage matter. 


SAG’S DEMURRER IN 
WB SUIT COMES UP WED. 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Hearing- on the Screen Actors 
Guild’s demurrer to Warners’ suit 
for damages, in cannection 
with production stoppage on “Hol- 


lywood Canteen,’ is set for Jan. 26 
in Superior court. Among specific 
allegations in the counter-action are: 
“In what manner the Guild’s rule 33 
|is in conflict with basic agreement 
| between motion picture studios and 
| Guild. Guild has denied rule 33 vio- 
lates basic agreement. Studio’s com- 
plaint failed to state whether War- 
;ners at any time actually offered 
/employment to any actor in picture, 
| ‘Hollywood Canteen’.” Terms of such 
| offer if made and names of actors 
| involved; whether any actors were 
j able or willing to accept offer and 
whether Guild’s rule 33 or any ac- 
tion of Guild had prevented an actor 
| from playing part in production. Suit 
failed to state how or in what man- 
ner adoption of rule 33 by Guild 
amounted to boycott of picture “Hol- 
lywood Canteen” or “terrorized” 
Guild members as alleged by War- 
ners. Suit did not state why War- 
ners were unable to go ahead and 
produce picture, using large number 
of actors now in its employ.” 

Warners suspended production on 
picture when SAG refused to waive 
rule 33 which prohibits an actor 
ifrom working for less than his nor- 
mal salary. Guild later agreed io 
issue individual waivers where per- 
formers applied for them ani where 
| pressure was not being used to get 
them to appear in production. 


BACHELOR-DINNERING DOW 


Phil Dow, assistant to Harry Gold, 
eastern division manager for United 
Artists, will be married next Satur- 
|-day (29) to Sally Drautz in New 
| York. 
| UA home office and exchange ex- 
;ecutives are tendering Dow a 
bachelor dinner tonight (Wednes- 
day) at the Warwick hotel, N. Y. 


will than motion pictures, radio and 
newspapers. He stressed that this 
can be brought about only by mak- 
ing certain that it has the opportu- 
nity to grow internationally as a 
free, competitive busiriess enterprise 
with government encouragement. 

He said the Nazis are well aware 
of television’s importance. “Destroy 
the Luftwaffe and the Krupp Arma- 
ment Works but leave television in 
their hands,” he ‘stated, “and we shall 
be leaving them the most powerful 
weapon of all—probably one which 
could do in two years what took 10 
years before.” 

To make certain that television or 
radio will be used as instruments of 
good will in post-war Germany, Al- 
lied control is not the answer, Rai- 
bourn stated. Instead he suggested 
that steps be taken to see that tele- 
vision has a chance to grow internae 
tionally as a free, eompetitive busi- 
ness enterprise. 

Norman D. Waters, president of 
the Society, emphasized in his talk 
that television needs men of vision 
and courage, and that the stake of 
the public in television is far greater 
than that of any individual or com- 
pany interest. 


2 THEATRE BANDITS 
NAILED ON 2D STICKUP 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Two bandits who held up the Stan- 
ley-Warner Strand two weeks ago 
were captured Sunday (23) in a run- 
ning gun battle with police while 
they were on their way to stick up 
the Carman, North Philly vaud- 
filmer. The gunmen were the same 
men who shot and killed a salesman 
for the Felin Packing Co. on Satur- 
day (22). 

The men, Raymond W. Pierce, Jr., 
34, a paroled convict, and Leo Mc- 
Mahon, 22, an escapee from an in- 
| sane asylum, were spotted in a stolen 
car by bandit patrolmen. 
with police, Pierce was nailed by a 
Marine on furlough, the other getting 
away but later being grabbed in the 
apartment of a girl friend. 

The bandits got away with $750 in 
the Strand holdup. They fled empty- 
handed in the fatal holdup attempt 
at the packing plant. 


Freon Still Frozen But 
WPB Relents on Leather 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Theatre cooling systems get 
whacked by a WPB order which ex- 
tends the ban on freon till August. 
Bars had been scheduled for lifting 
Feb. 1 which was important to the- 
atres which use freon as the cooling 
agent. Many houses were unable t 
|purchase any last year and were 
| forced to shut down the cooling sys- 
| tems. 
| WPB was forced to continue the 
irestrictions because freon is also 
used as an insecticide and the Army 
needs all that is made. 

WPB will, however, shortly lift 
restrictions on the manufacture of 
leatherette. Plenty will be on hand 
within a few months for the recover- 
‘ing of worn theatre seats. 


This'll Raise Your Fuzz 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Paul Malvern took over production 
of “Chamber of Horrors,” originally 
| assigned to George Waggner at Uni- 
| versal, and changed its title to “Des- 
tiny.” but the horrors are still here. 

Picture will be a reunion of Dra- 
cula, Frankenstein, the Wolf Man 
and The Invisible Man in goose- 
pimply roles played by their original 
actors. 
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Harvest is something Pi 


for every year. 

A good year, then 
two poor ones, 
does not make 
for security. 

The FRIENDLY 
soil yields a 
Golden Harvest 
year after year. 


“Not for just day, not for just 


“Our Two Big Jobs in January: Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes!’ 
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THE FACTS! 


“Random Harvest” voted Best Picture of the Year in 
Film Daily poll..M-G-M was First on the 10-Best List: 
last year-too—and theyear before! Also topped the 
field in Film Daily’s“‘Filmdom’s Famous Five” poll. 


M-G-M FIRST THESE 


M-G-M has 70 Box- 
office Champs, next 
||| company 44 in all- 

time FAME (Quig- 
ley Publications) 
Survey: 


M-G-M FIRST THESE SURVEYS 


More Top-Grossing 
hits than_any other 


company in Boxs 


office’ Magazine 


Record’s Survey: 


LEFT:Tops theTenlead- P.S. AND SMALL 
ing Box-office Pictures GES TONES 
with “Random Harvest.” | & [P-meew M-G-M led the field 
Survey! | 


“THE NAME METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER | 
MEANS MORE IN THE MOTION PICTURE {I 
BUSINESS THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE NAME,” 


BEST | | 
of 1943 | | 
| 
| 
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randa), sister of Carmen, appears 
briefly as star of the musical show 
tion. Stars Wallace Beery, Marjorie Main; | to sing a Brazilian tune, “Chick-Ee- 
features Donald Meek, Dorothy Morris, | Chick,” composed by Jacques Press 
Toumy Batten, Gloria Dickson, Carol Ann | and Eddie Cherkose. Thomas Gomez 
Heery. Directed by Willis Goldbeck. | delivers in prominent spot as the po- 
Screenplay, William R. Lipman, Grant Gare 

yett, Harry Ruskin: camera. Sidney Wakg- lice inspector, Elisha Cook, Jr., pro- 
ner: editor, Ferris Webster. Tradeshown in | vides fine character of the drummer, 


Metro release of Orville O. Dull produce 


N. Y., Jan. 21, "44. Running time, 93 | and Andrew Tombes fits neatly as 
Wallace Reery | bartender. Fay Helm has one brief 
Marjorie Main | but important sequence as the men- 
Wiltred Ball. Meek | tally-deranged womanwearer of the 
Dorothy Tuttle. er Morris important hat. 

“as tiddle Howare “reems 
Gilchrist Sound effects and silent track with- 
Lance Barton........05+0s .Tommy Batten | out dialog are used to maximum ef- 
Bhixs McCue. Gloria Dickson | feet to heighten the suspense of the 
Senator Edward A. White.. picture. Photography by Woody Bre- 
Rzra Weeks.......ccssse: Charles Halton | dell is excellent in minor key light- 
Mr. Morgan... Ankraum | ing throughout. Walt. 
Carol Ann. ...- by Herself 
Dixie Samson..... Douglas Fowley 


Chester Clute Texas Masquerade 
United Artists relense of Harry Sherman 
production, Stars William Boyd; features 
Andy Clyde, Jimmy Rogers. Directed by 
George Archainbaud, Screenplay, Norman 
Houston and Jack Lait, Jr., from charaec- 
terizations created by Clarence Mulford; ed- 
itor, Walter Hanneman; camera, Russell 
Hiarlan, Tradeshown in N. Y. Jan, 24, 
Running time, 59 MINS, 


Hampered by a non-selling title, 
weighted with slapsticky situations 
and lacking originality, Wallace 
Beery and Marjorie Main have a 
slipshod comedy in “Rationing.” Team 
lends what little entertainment value 
this “B” picture possesses and all 


Miniature Reviews 


“Rationing” (M-G). Wallace 
Beery and Marjorie Main com- 
edy geared for mild returns, 

“Phantom Lady” (U) (Song). 
Mystery meller with sustaining 
suspense, aiming for profitable— 
and likely—b.o, 

“Texas Masquerade” .(UA- 
Sherman). Betier-than-average 
Hopalong Cassidy western star- 
ring William Boyd. 

“Swing Out the Blues” (songs) 
(Col). Bob Haymes-Lynn Mer- 
rick in whacky comedy; strong 
dual supporter, 

“Cowboy in the Clouds” (Col). 
Western fans will like this one. 
It should register well at dual 
houses. 

“Casanova in Burlesque” (Rep) 
(musical). Joe E. Brown in 
mild comedy for duals. 

“Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono) 
(musical), Despite weak, over- 
long story, picture should do 
well in regular runs. 

“What a Man!” (Mono). Better- 
than-average comedy that will 


fit snugly into any dual bill. 


_ tet also clicks nicely with “Rockabye 
| Baby,” with unbilled baby stealing 


returns, ‘ Jimmy Rogers 

Original script by William R. Lip- Virginia Curtis. .... Mady Correll 
man, Grant Garrett and Harry RusS- } Ace Maxson...... readicai+< cen Don Costello 
atability. Beery plays a storekeeper | Nolan MeDonald 
and local meatpacker, as usual | John Martindale.....- J. Farrell MeDonald 
squabbling with Miss Main, post- | Mrs. Martindale............. June Pickerell } 

ration stamps. ry s adopted son Row bottom. ee... Robert Mehenzie 
joins the colors and there's a slight | sykes........ Bill Hunter 


romance between him and the post- 
mistress’ daughter. But he goes off 
to training, and then plot switches 
into familiar slapstick. In the final 
reels, the yarn gets down to its main 
premise, the black market in meat. 
Beery is as good as could be ex- 
pected with the inferior role. His 
real-life daughter, Carol Ann, ap- 
pears for a fleeting glimpse in a bit 
role as one of the store customers. 
Miss Main renews her by-now stand- 
ard cinema feud with Beery. and is 
okay as usual. Dorothy Morris does 
nicely as the postmistress’ daughter 
and manages to make something of | teamed with Andy Clyde and Jimmy 
the all too-brief love scenes with | Rogers as his sidekicks. This time 
Tommy Batten. Latter shows real! they're out to break up the com- 
TE as Beery’s adopted son. | bine seeking to secure a flock of 
onald Meek has virtually a bit. } ranches through the usually crooked 


Another in the Hopalong Cassidy 
group of westerns produced by Harry 
Sherman, “Texas Masquerade” is 
better than par for the series and 
should do commensurately well at 
the boxoffice. 

It hasn't anything basically new in 
the scripting, but it’s fast enough, 


a musical score that deserves more 
than its lack of billing. 
William Boyd, as Hoppy, is again 


while Gloria Dickson, appearing aj| machinations. This phase of the 
bit plump, is okay as the lady barber | yarn has been done innumerable 


and town catch. times, of course, but there’s enough 
Support is. topped by Howard | shooting, riding and fisticuffs to war- 
Freeman, as Beery’s partner; Henry | rant more than passing attention 
O'Neill and Chester Clute. Willis | from the hoss opry fans. 
Goldbeck’s direction was fairly well ‘ 
paced but routine. Sidney Wagner Boyd Bives a ggod performance, as 
nas supplied excellent camera work. do most of the others, but some of 
. Wear. that dialog could have been edited 
more closely. Photography, mostly 
exteriors, is also topgrade 


Phantom Lady Kal 
ann, 
(ONE SONG) 
Universal’ release Wood, Jan. 21. Swing Out the Blues 
versal elt se SOE arrisu roe 
@uction, Stars Franchot Tone, Ella Raines, (SONGS) ° 
Alan Curtis: features Thomas Gomez, Au- Columbia release of Sam White produc- 
rera, Klisha Cook, Fay Helm, Andrew tion. Features Bob dlaymes, Lynn 
Tombes. Directed by Robert Siodmak. rick, Vagabonds, JaiNs Carter, Tim Ryan, 


Screenplay, Bernard CC, schoenfeld, based | Joyee Compton Directed by Mal St. Clair. 


on novel by William Jrish: camera, Woody Screenplay by Dorcas Cochran from. story 
sredell; editor, Arthur Plilton; music die | by Doris Malloy; camera, Arthur Martin- 
rector, H. J. Salter. reviewed at Pane j elli; editor, Jerome Thoms At Paramount, 
tages, Hollywood, Jan, 20, ‘44, tunning | Brooklyn, week Jan. ZO, ‘44, dual. Running 
time, 85 MINS, time, 73 MINS, 

Carl Mila Raines | Penelope Carstairs.... Lynn Merrick 
Hendernon. Alan Curtis | The Vagabonds...... Pete Peterson, Till | 
Esiela M eiro . Aurora Risso, Al ‘Torrie Don Germano 
Inspector Thomas Gomez | Dena Marshall.....,.... Janis Carter 
Ann Kay Helm | Dudley Gordon............. tim Ryan 
0 Elisha Cook, Jr. | Kitty Compton 
Andrew Tombes | Larry Stringfellow........ Arthur Q. Bryan 
Detective Regis Toomey | Aunt Amanda............hathleen Howard 
Metective. Joseph Crehan | Gregg Eldredge 
District Atte .Milburn Stone | Weight Lifter. Tor Johnson 


“Phantom Lady” is an expertly 


| 


Whacky comedy about swing musi- 


contrived, suspenseful mystery | cians makes no pretense at being | 
meller developing along unusual cin- | anything but a ‘B’ comedy with 


ematic lines. Catching and holding | songs. It has turned out as first-rate 
attention at the opening sequence, it | entertainment, and never dull. 

rolls through a maze of episodes to| “Swing Out the Blues” serves to 
allow a femme amateur detective to | spotlight Bob Haymes both as a new 
unravel a strange murder. Picture, | juvenile and screen crooner. Not to 
as intriguing and suspenseful film | be confused with Dick Haymes, this 
dramatics of its type, is headed for ; Haymes croons admirably like the 
profitable boxoffice reaction, and can | other. Plot is framed around him 
easily surprise as a sleeper attraction 
with expert exploitation. 

Plot has Alan Curtis picking up a/ man’s Sinatra.” 

strange woman in a bar, and he takes! Actually, the farce belongs to The 
her to a show. During the evening | Vagabonds, 
his wife is murdered, and he even- | foursome whose zany tricks often re- 
tually is convicted on circumstantial | mind of the Ritz Bros., though lean- 
evidence when he cannot find or | ing on vocalizing and perfect timing 
identify his woman companion of the | for laurels. Swingster combo pro- 
night. whose main distinguishing fea- | duces the funniest, 
ture is an odd hat creation. While |ments in the film. Story concerns 
Curtis is facing execution, secretary | their efforts to keep the wolf away 
Ella Raines embarks on 
tour to find the woman with the hat. | Haymes. from tossing them over- 
Blocked at every turn. she fitially lo- | board when he weds a young social- 
cates the owner, and then discovers | ite, Lynn Merrick. Fable pictures 
that Curtis’ best friend, Franchot | this temme as a loyal spouse while 
Tone, is a paranoiac and the real | depicting Haymes’ agent, Janis Car- 
murderer during a fit of insanity. | ter, as a conniving vamp. 
The audience is let in on the secret} From a “goodwill court” radio pro- 
of Tone’s duplicity at about the half- | gram opening that spots The Vaga- 
way mark, to accentuate the sus-;} bonds telling their problem to the 
pense and dramatics of the latter | “judge,” picture develops into a 
portion when Tone poses as the girl's | recital to the “radio jedge” of their 
friend in unwinding the mystery. | experiences in night spots. Main 
Naturally, Curtis is saved to realize | problem winds up as a battle to keep 
the love of Miss Raines. | the crooner, Haymes. and his wife 

Picture is the first producer chore | happy despite the machinations of 
for Joan Harrison, who was associ- | Miss Carter. Plenty of ludicruous 
ated with producer-director Alfred | moments emerge in showing the har- 
Hitchcock for eight years as secre- | um-scarum existence of the foursome 
tary, reader and scripter, “Phantom |in a theatrical flat. Film also is 
Lady” demonstrates that the pupil |dotted with other humorous incidents 
absorbed much of Hitchcock’s tech- |such as the rugcutting Vagabonds 
nique in displaying screen suspense | trying to play society chamber music 
in her first production responsibility. | at the home of the socialite’s aunt. 

In addition to a fine script pre- Best songs by Haymes are “It Can't 
pared by Bernard C. Schoenfeld, di- | Be Wrong” and ‘Prelude to Love,” 
rector Robert Siodmak maintains an | first looking like a screen test for the 


| 


arresting pace, utilizing camera} warbler. Vagabodnds register strong- 
angles and intimations to greatest | est with “Tahitian Lullaby,” “Dark 
effect. Eyes” and the comedy numbers, “We 


handles the | Should Be Ever So Quiet.” “Bee- 
is excellent, | thoven’s Minuet” and “Tahitian War 
Aurora (Mi- | Chant,” last being a hula lulu. Quar- 


Miss Raines capably 
lead assignment. Tone 
while Curtis clicks, too. 


directed well and. what’s more, has | 


|and his crooning ability. one line in | 
| script referring to him as “the poor | 


singing-instrumental | 


most: lively mo- | 


sleuthing | and prevent their solid meal ticket, 1 3 


‘closing sequences of film. 

Haymes is a personable chap with 
excellent pipes, and a likely singing 
find. Lynn Merrick really blossoms 
out as a first-rate femme star as the 
socialite who snubs her rich aunt to 
wed Haymes. The Vagabonds figure 
/ as vital ingredients to the whole pro- 
duction. Janis Carter is okay as the 
agent, Joyce Compton excellent in a 
lesser role as one of the Vagabonds’ 
wives, while Tim Ryan does all right 
as the radio judge. Support is head- 
ed by Kathleen Howard and Dick 
Elliott. . 

Mal St. Clair’s direction has much 
to do with the overall strength of the 
comedy. Jerome Thoms’ editing is 
topnotch, Wear. 


Cowboy in the Clouds 


director, William O'Conner. At New York, 
gan Running time, 55 


MINS 
Steve Kendall Charles Starrett 
Dorrie HMishop...... Julie Duncan 
GION Jimmy Wakely 
Roy Dick Curtis 
Phe Jesters 
Here’s a western with a novel 


twist that has more thrills than the 
run-of-the-mill hoss 
| should register well at dual houses. 

Charles Starrett portrays the role 
of a ranch boss who goes to the aid 


of the Civil Air Patrol under fire 
fron) the richest man in the state. 
Story carries Starrett and his co- 


horts through dangers of thundering 
hoofs, gunfire. airplane exploits and 


their way to final victory and justifi- 
| Cation of the air patrol. ~~ 

Julie Dunean and Dub Taylor are 
; prominent in the action. The Jesters 
lend their brand of comedy and 
song to music supplied by Jimmie 
Wakely and his saddle pals. 


door shots are good and direction 
| by Benjamin Kline keeps the pic- 
ture moving. Sten. 


Casanova in Burlesque 
(SONGS) 

Republi release of Albert J. Cohen pro- 

». Directed by Leslie Goodwins. Stars 


Joe KE. Brown: features June Havoc, Dale 
| Evans Screenplay, Krank Gill, Jr., based 
| on sto! ideu by John Wales: camera, Reg- 
| wie Lanning: musieal director, Walter 
| Scharf: musical supervisor, Albert Newman; 


Son; Kim Gannon, Walter Kent: editor, 
Ernest Nin chines ilirector, Dave Gould. 
} Pre ed in N. Y. Jan. 21, °44. Running 
me, 34 MINS 
ph M. Wel Toe FE. Brown 
Barbara Evans 
i Jobn Alden Compton...... lucien Littlefield 
J. lun Keith 
Pee Dixon Patricia Knox 
Fannie... ugar Geise 
| Al Jerome Franks, Jr. 
| 
| Compound of Joe E. Brown and 


Shakespeare lends itself to exploita- 
tion angles, but film should appeal 
mainly to Brown devotees. Okay for 
bottom rung on duals. 

Basic idea of a burlesque company 
playing Shakespeare in jive genre is 
geared for laughs, but this interlude 
doesn't crop up until the tail end of 
yarn, by which time there isn’t muéth 
left to salvage. 
| Story gvyrates around efforts of 
| Brown to lead a split life, making 
‘his summer stand as a comic on the 
, girly wheel and taking French leave 
-every winter to act as Shakespearean 
professor in a tank-water college. 
| Situation becomes involved when 


‘| Brown's secret is discovered by June 
Havoc, a burley peeler, who demands 
the leading role in the school’s sum- 
festival of Shakespearean rep- 


opera. It. 


Out- | 


of 


lin Hollywood. 


(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Jack Fler produce 
tion Siars Charles Starrett; features Dub | 
Taylor, Julie Duncan, Jimmy Wakely and 
Jesters, Dire ed by Benjamin Kline. Story 
and reenplay, Elizabeth Beecher; editor, 

) Aaron Stell; camera, George Meehan; “asst. 


the menace of a forest fire, battling | 


| 


ertoire. Also expecting the lead is a 
wealthy dowager, backer of the fes- 
tival, who gets in a pitch, too, for her 
niece, Dale Evans, a jive hound. 

Story reaches its crux when the 
cast walks out because of Miss Evans’ 
hamming. and Brown, well in his 
cups, calls his original burley cast 
to take over for burlesque “Taming 
of the Shrew,” as the only way out of 
a bad deal. Crossfire jive talk and 
musical interludes are amusing and 
cleverly done. 

Early sequences permit Brown to 
gag through several purported bur- 
ley skits. Comic is stymied through- 
out by weak lines and situations, 

Miss Havoc turns in a middling 
chore as the stripper and Dale Evans 
and Marjorie Gates, respectively, are 
acceptable as the dowager and her 
niece. Latter furnishes the romance 
angle and, together with Miss Ha- 
voc, goes through a mild repertoire 
of songs and dances. Ian Keith gets 
by nicely as a Shakespearean thes- 
pian of the old school. 


Lady. Let’s Dance 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Jan, 19. 
Monogram release of Scott R, Dunlap pro- 
duction, Stars Belita; features James li- 
son, Directed by Prank Woodruff. Screen- 
play, Peter Milne and Paul Gerard Smith; 
adapted from story by Bradbury Foote and 
Seott Dunlap; camera, Mack Stengler; 
editor, Richard Currier; musie director, 
Mdward Kay: production numbers staged by 
Dave Gould: ballet directed by Michael 
Panaieff; songs, David Oppenheim and Ted 
Grouya;: Lew Pollock and Charles Newman. 
Previewed at Paramount, Jan. 


18, ‘44. Running time, 86 MINS, 

The Orchestras ef Henry Busse, Eddie 


LeBaron, Mitch Ayres, Lou Bring 


“Lady, Let's Dance,” is Mono- 
gram’s mest ambitious production 
thus far, and company obviously 


tossed plenty of coin into this sec- 
ond showcase for skating star Belita. 
Latter, in addition to displaying ex- 
pert skill as a skater, clicks solidly 
as a dancer, performing both ball- 
room and ballet numbers to make 
her one of the most versatile artists 
Despite the story’s 
overlength, picture packs plenty of 
dance and skating entertainment for 
profitable boxoffice reaction in reg- 
ular runs. 

Story is a thin line on which to 
hang the dance-skating specialties 


|and ensembles. Picture sags in spots, 


and would be more compact with 
elimination of about 10 minutes in the 
story. James Ellison plays an enter- 
tainment director for a California re- 
sort who's forced to get a replace- 
ment for girl member of dance team. 
A refugee from Holland, Belita is 
drafted and clicks, Ellison sending 
her along with Henry Busse and 
band for Chicago engagement. There 
she’s picked up by agents who spot 
her with an ice show for eventual 
stardom. Ellison loses his job at the 
resort and bounces around in many 
spots until he finally winds up in the 
Army for overseas duty. Invalided 
home, Belita grabs him for the final 
clinch. 

Busse’s orchestra handles major 
portion of the musical end, with 
Busse also taking a role, as himself, 
for moderate results. Eddie LeBar- 
on’s rhumba orch appears in one se- 
quence tor musical background of 
dance by Belita and Maurice St. 
Clair, with band soloist singing the 
standard “Esperanza.” Mitch Ayres’ 
band supplies background for ice 
“Silver Shadows and 
Golden Dreams,” capably performed 
by Belita and partner with male 
chorus background. 

Finale is billed as “Spirit of Vic- 
tory” number, with Belita soloing in 
climactic ice routine that is a show- 
stopper. It has Statue of Liberty back- 
drop, with skater garbed in white 
costume to accentuate her whirls, 
twirls, swans and jumps with triple 
turns. Two ballroom dances by Beli- 
ta and St. Clair are expertly con- 
trived and delivered, with one a par- 
ticular boff. Skating comedy team 
of Frick and Frack is on for two ice 
numbers and scores. 

Belita ably carries the lead, with 
Ellison adequate as the aggressive 
and thunder-voiced end of the ro- 


mance. Walter Catlett is neatly spot- | 


ted as an eccentric westerner who 


| brings the pair together. Good sup- 


| port is provided by Lucien Littlefield, 


Barbara Woodell, Jack Rice, Harry 
Harvey and Emmett Voyan. Camera 
work of Mack Stengler is excellent 
throughout, especially on the dance 


and skating sequences. Walt. 
What a Man! 
Monogram release of Barney 4. Sarecky 


production. Stars Johnny Downs, Wanda 
McKay; features Robert Kent, Etta 
MeDaniels Harry Holman. Directed by 


William Beaudine. 
William N, 
tor, Carl 


Original screenplay, 
Crowley and Beryl Sachs: edi- 
Himm:; ecumera, Marcel LePicard; 


usst. directors, Dick L’Kstrange and Lew 
Brandt. At New York theatre, Jan. 19, 
434. Running time, 67 MINS, 

JACKSON. tobert) Went 
McDaniels 
Prewitt...... marry -Holman 
CONSLANCE, lillian Bronson 
Detective. Wheeler Oakman 


Direction, scripting and some swell 
make-believing by Johnny 


and newcomer Wanda McKay com. 
bine to make ‘What a Man!’ an 
amusing picture. It’s a better-than. 
average escapist film that wil] fit 
snuggly into any dual bill. 

Surprise iwists in a story based on 
“the worm turns,” often-used for. 
mula, will give this picture goog 
word-of-mouth. Downs, a milque- 
toast white collarite, becomes jp. 
volved in a murder when he finds 
that an_ attractive blonde (Miss 
McKay) has moved into his bachelor 
apartment. To make sure she wil] 
not be evicted, the young lady, who 
allegedly is on the lam, feigns jj}. 
ness. At the office, Downs becomes 
involved in a financial scandal. His 
transformation from a meek clerk to 
office manager, and the resultant 
winning of the girl, who proves to 
be the boss’ daughter, add up to a 
neat 67 minutes of film fare. 


Etta McDaniels (no relation to 
Rattie McDaniel), in the role of co). 
ored maid for bachelor Downs, gives 
a good account of herself. Robert 
Kent portrays brash salesman 
whose “wolfish” tactics fail to score 
with Miss McKay. Harry Holman, 
as Prewitt the office manager, is also 
a capable support. 

Direction by William Beaudine 
cuts corners and molds the script by 
William X. Crowley and Bery! Sachs 
into a tight package in keeping with 
the modest budget obviously allowed 
for this picture. Sten. 


March of Dimes 


———_ Continued from page 4 


950,000. Cc. B. Akers, Oklahoma 


City, announces collections of $5,- 
100 the first day of the drive. Ted 
Schlanger, Philadelphia, states that 
Dimes collections over the past 
weekend are from 25% to 40% of 
total theatre receipts. Dori Jacocks, 
New Jersey state chairman, reports 
receipts in his territory running 
from 100% to 150° over last year. 


Show Biz Sparks “Dimes” 
Campaign in Times Square 


Mayor LaGuardia inaugurated the 
opening of the March of Dimes cam- 
paign in the N. Y. area Monday (24) 


when he unveiled a large. glass 
| “Wishing Well” in Times Square. 
Screen, stage and radio stars and 


film execs participated in a motor- 
cade preceding the unveiling. 

Among those attending were: 
Barney Balaban, Gus Eyssell, E. L, 
Alperson, Harry Kalmine, Charles C. 
Moskowitz, Spyros Skouras” and 
Harry Brandt. 

Stars in the parade included Ralph 
Forbes, Constance Bennett, Kenny 
Baker, John Boles, Arleen Whalen, 
Mary Small, Dudley Digges, Igor 
Gorin, Virginia Field, Rise Stevens, 
Jerry Lester, Allan Jones, Paul Robe- 
son, Victor Jory, Benny Baker, 
Arlene Francis, 


Philly Looks Even Better 
Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Scattered returns from. various 
theatres in this territory indicate that 
the March of Dimes Drive will top 
by a large margin the $65,000 col- 
lected in theatres in this territory 
in 1943. 

Increased attendance at 
both deluxers and nabes, as well as 
better-heeled patrons point to an all- 
time record for the infantile paraly- 
sis drive despite the fact that it is 
coming in the midst of the War Bond 
campaign and just on the heels of the 
recently completed War Chest drive. 

A barometer of increased 
dimes collections is the return for 
the first three days at the midtown 
Karlton. Nearly $1,200 was collected 
from patrons on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Last year a total of $563 
was collected at the same house for 
the entire week of the drive. 


theatres, 


Gardner | 


U. S. Cracks Down 


Continued from page | 


performers traveled overseas by 
plane only, this publicity was con- 
sidered inimical to national security. 


Danger has increased since more 
means of travel are used. 
Rerouting of material and troop 


shipments and delay in dispatching 
convoys may be the result of such 


| press-agentry, even if the performer 


involved is cancelled because of the 
publicity. 
However, it was pointed out that 


ithe greater menace lies in the fact 


that the War Dept. is not often able 
to catch all the leaks, and a mention 
in some paper -may give enemy 
agents vital info, which the War 
Dept. is not aware of, and proceeds 
as though no leaks occurred. 


USO authorities continue to stress 


the “bhutton-your-lip” policy regard- 


Downs ! 


ing overseas shipment. 
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*“Madame Curie” (M-G). 
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“SeaBees” Loud $20,000 in OK Chi: 


99 


“Curie 


Solid 386, “Tokyo” Fat 256 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Influx of out-of-towners and con- 
ventioneers is keeping receipts at a 
good level, with new batch of pic- 
tures helping. “Madame Curie” 
opened strong at the State-Lake and 
should garner a solid $38,000 and 
“Destination Tokyo” is bound for big 
$25,000 at the Roosevelt. 

“Fighting SeaBees,” aided by extra 
exploitation, looks like strong $20,000. 
at the small Woods. Oriental, with 
“Casanova in Burlesque” and “Latin 
Quarter” Revue on the stage, is 
headed for nice $28,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85 )—“Man 
Down Under” (M-G). Mild $7,000. 
Last week, “Happy Land” (20th) and 
“Aldrich Haunts House” (Par) (2d 
wk), five days and “Man Down Un- 
der” (M-G), 2 days, good $10,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)— 
“Johnny Come Lately” (UA) plus 
Gertrude Niesen and Griff Williams 
orch on stage. Great $53,000. Last 
week, ‘Hostages’ (Par) plus Mitch 
Ayres orch and Andrews Sisters on 
stage, ditto. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Unknown Guest” (Mono) (3d wk). 
Brilliant $15,000. Last week, corking 
$17,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 40-85)— 
“Lady Takes Chance” (RKO) (4th 
week in Loop) and “Squadron Lead- 
er” (RKO) (2d wk). Pleasing $7,- 
000. Last week, bright $8,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69 )— 
“Casanova in Burlesque” (Rep) and 
“Latin Quarter” revue on_ stage, 
mighty $28,000. Last week, “Crazy 
House” (U) (2d run) and D’Artega 
orch plus Grace McDonald on stage, 
robust $25,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-85)— 
“North Star’ (RKO) and “Sing 
Jingle’ (U) (24 wk). Smart $20,000. 
Last week. snug $24,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85 )— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB). Big 
$25,000. Last week. “Sahara” (Col) 
(5th wk), nice $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85)— 
Solid $38,- 
000. Last week, “Thousands Cheer” 
(M-G) (6 days, 4th wk) and “Curie” 
(M-G), one day, fine $20,000. 

United Artists (B-K) (1,700; 50-85) 
‘—"Prineess O’Rourke” (WB) (6th 
wk). Excellent $12,000. Last week, 
trim $17,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 50-85) 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep). Strong 
$20,000. Last week, “Heat's On” 
(Col) (2d wk), five days, and “Sea- 
Bees” (Rep), 2 days, sparkling 
$14,000. 


“Higher” Zooms to Tall ‘ 
136, L’ ville; “Vampire” 


Plus Kassel Mild 106 


Louisville, Jan. 25. 
Rialto is outstanding this week 
Since it has Frank Sinatra in “Higher 
and Higher,” making it top coin- 
-getter, “Destination Tokyo,” at the 
small Mary Anderson is off in sen- 
Sational fashion on its initial session. 


“Madame Curie” at Loew's State is} 


catching fairish trade. “Return of 


Vampire,” at the National, with stage | 


bill headed by 
looks okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s)— 
(1.400; 30-50)—“What a Woman” 
(Col) and “Swing Out Blues” (Col). 
Continuing strong on moveover at 
Sturdy $4,000. Last week, “Thousands 
Cheer” (M-G), $4,500 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—“Iron Major” (RKO) 
light Glamour” (Col) split with “Mr. 
Big” (U) and “First Comes Courage” 
(Col). Satisfactory $1,800. Last week. 
“Holy Matrimony” (20th) and “Salute 
to Marines” (M-G), okay $1.700. 
Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300: 
20 Curie” (M-G). Catch- 
ing hefty femme trade. Probably 
good $11.000. Last week, “What Wom- 
an’ (Col) and “Swing Out Blues” 
(Col), topped the town at great $13,- 
000 and moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson 
30-50 -—“Destination Tokyo” 
Zooming to big $7,000 on initial week. 
Ho. looks like a cinch. Last week, 
‘Northern Pursuit” (WB) (2d wk), 


stout $3,500. 
(Indie) (2,400; 30-65)— 


Art Kassel band, 


)(1,000; 


National 
“Return of Vampire” (Col) with Art 
Kassel orch, acts, on stage. Stage 
show continues as main attraction at 
this spot. Currently shaping for me- 
dium $10,000. Last week, “Calaboose” 
(UA) and Lou Walters’ “Latin Quar- 
ter Revue,” fine $12,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 30- 
50)—“Higher and Higher” (RKO) 
and “Pistol Packin’ Mama” (Rep). 
frank Sinatra is strong b.o. for 
femmes. Looks like easy town top- 
per, big $13,000. Last week, “Flesh 
and Fantasy” (U) and “So's Your 
Uncle” (U), medium $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 
50)—“Corvette K-225" (U) and 
‘She’s for Me” (U). Smart $3,800. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” 
(RKO) and “Never Dull Moment” 
(U), snappy $4,000, 


+ 


and “Foot- 


30- | 


(WB). | 


“Acquaintance” Best 
In Mont’! at $12,000 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 
“Old Acquaintance,” at Palace, is 
far in lead currently as holdovers 
hold down overall total. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—-‘“Old 
Acquaintance” (WB). Heading for 
smash $12,000. Last week, “Lassie 
Come Home” (M-G), sock $11,000. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘I 
Dood It” (M-G) and “Murder Water- 
front” (WB). Pacing slick $10,000. 
Last week, “Spitfire’ (RKO) and 
“Adventures Rookie” (RKO), smart 
$9,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-67)—‘Flesh 
Fantasy” (U) (2d wk). .Pointmg to 
stout $9,000 following wham $12,000 
first sesh. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—“Son 
of Dracula” (U) and “Mad Ghoul” 
(U). Grand $6,000. Last week, 
“Naughty Marietta” (M-G) and “Un- 
published Story” (Col), nice $6,000. 

Strand (United Amusements) (750: 
35-45)—“Crime School” (WB) and 
“Girls On Probation” (WB) (reis- 
sues) (3d wk). Smash $3,000 in sight 
after stout $3,200 second stanza. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100: 30-60)— 
“History at Night” (UA) and “Trade 
Winds” (UA) (Reissues) (2d wk). 
Good $2,200 ahead following nice 
$2,500 first session. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—"Cinq Sous de la Varede” and 
“Quand les Feuilles Tomberont.” Av- 
erage $4,000. Last week, “J’attendrai” 
and “Son Oncle de Normandie,” 
$3,800. 


“NORTH 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

With “North Star” and “Madame 
Curie” pacing the field, Philly de- 
luxers are getting a heavy play as 
the flu epidemic and frigid weather 
relax their holds on the city. Be- 
sides the two top-flighters, hold- 
overs are also getting a hunk of 
coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 35-75) — 
“Happy Land” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
$8.700 for h.o. following $10,800 
on opener. “Cry Havoc” (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Old Acquaintance” (WB) (2d run) 
| (2d wk). Still torrid at $8,000 fol- 
lowing last week’s house record of 


$9,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2.500;  35-75)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G). Splendid 
$26,500 plus extra neat $4,400 for 
Sabbath showing at Earle. Last 


ish $i4,i00 for secorid Sesh. 


| Earle (WB) (2.760: 35-85)—“Top 
| Man” (U) with Louis Prima orch 

and variety show. Just fair at $18,- 
000. Last week, “Something About 


| Soldier” (Col) plus Ritz Bros. and 
| George Auld orch, somewhat better 
$22,800. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75—“Johnny 
Come Lately” (UA) (2d wk). Taper- 
ing off to okay $16,000 after fine 
$23,800 for opener in addition to $3,- 
; 300 for Earle Sunday showing. 
| Karlton (Goldman) (1.000; 35-75) 
Time Love” 
| Getting great play at $8,500. 
week, “Butler's Sister” (U), 
| $8,000 also second run. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
| “Iron Major” (RKO) (2d run). 


Last 
fine 


$4,500. Last week, “Fallen 
row” (RKO). satisfactory $6,800 for 
second run. 


| Mastbaum (WB) 44,692: 35-75)— 
| “North Star” (RKO). Grabbing off 
i fine $31,666. Last week, ‘“Destina- 
| tion Tokyo” (WB) (2d wk), good 
| $14,900. 

| Stanley (WB) (2.915; 35-75)— 


i “Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Winding up long stay with fat $16,- 
500. Solid $19,200 last week. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 35-75)— 
“Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dipping to $8,300, okay, after fine 
$10,400 last week. 


“BELL TOLLS” RECORD 
$30,000 IN NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 25. 
Boxoffice returns are holding up 
nicely. Standout currently is “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” which is reach- 
ing for a new mark at the Paramount 
with $30,000 at upped scale. Jimmy 
Dorsey is boosting “Whispering Foot- 

steps” to big $22,000 at the Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 35-99) 
—‘Whispering Footsteps” (Rep) and 
Jimmy Dorsey orch on stage. Great 


week, “What a Woman” (Col), fair- | 
| $14,000 or 


(Par) (2d run). * mand” 


Sour | 
Spar- 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Jan. 27 
Astor — “Lifeboat” (20th) (3d 
week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 19) 
Capitol—“A Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 29) 
Criterion—Gung Ho” (U) (25), 
(Reviewed in “Variety’’ Dec. 22) 
Globe—“Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?’ (Mono) (3d wk). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 1) 
Holly wood—"“The Desert Song” 
(WB) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety? Dec. 15) 
Musie Hall—‘‘Madame Curie” 
(M-G) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 24) 
Palace — “Higher and Higher” 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 15) 
Paramount—“The Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Rialto—“Return of the Vam- 
pire” (Col) (28). 
Rivoli—‘Song of Bernadette” 
(20th) (26). 
(Reviewed in “Variety’’ Dec. 22) 
Roxy — “The Lodger” (20th) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Strand — “Destination Tokyo” 
(WB) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 


(PRC) and Count Basie orch on 
stage, excellent $24,000. 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-90)— 
“Phantom” (U) and “Hi Sailor” (U), 
Average $17,000. Last week, “Desti- 
nation Tokyo” (WB) (2d wk), brisk 
$15,500. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
55-$1.25)—"Bell Tolls” (Par). Prices 
upped here and record $30,000 is 
likely. Last week, “Old Oklahoma” 


(Rep) and “Pistol Packin’ Mama” 
(Rep) (2d wk), above average at 
$14,000. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Sultan’s 


Daughter” (Mono). Lofty $25,000. 
Last week, “Guadalcanal Diary” 
(20th) and “Gildersleeve on Broad- 
way” (RKO) (2d wk), bangup 
$18,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 30-85)— 


“What a Woman” (Col) and “Dough- 
boys Ireland” (Col) (2d wk). Stout 
$15,000. Last week, boffo $19,500. 


GREAT 
TOPS 


Kansas City, Jan. 25. 

With two holdovers at downtown 
deluxers, biz is a_ bit spotty. 
“Madame Curie” bowing in at the 
Midland is the bell-ringer. ‘Flesh 
and Fantasy,” day-and-date at the 
Esquire, Uptown and Fairway, also 
opened big 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire, Uptown and _ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; 
40-60)—“Flesh Fantasy” (U). Lusty 


near. Last week, “Gung 
Ho” (UV), big $14,500 in eight days. 

Midland (‘Loew's (3.500; 35-55)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G). Socko 
$22,000. Last week, “What a Woman” 
(Col) and “Swing Out Blues” (Col), 
hot $17.500, far better than hopes. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 40- 
60)—“Desination Tokyo” (WB) (2d 
wk). Lush $10,000 after hefty $14,000 
opening round. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)}— 
‘Princess O'Rourke” (WB) (2d wk) 
with new co-feature, “Coastal Com- 
(RKO). Rousing $11.000. 
Last week, with “7th Victim” (RKO), 
splendid $15,000, a bit over expecta- 
tions. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—‘“Hands Across Border” (Rep) and 
“Pride of Plains” (Rep) with vaude. 
Nice $9,500. Last week, “This Is 
Washington” (RKO) and “Darling 
Clementine” (Rep) with stage show, 
about same. 


The number of holdovers declined 
on Broadway last week, but they are 
still in the majority and on the whole 
are maintaining a steady gait. Past 
weekend was particularly strong, 
while adding to the tide of the trade 
are kids who are out of school. 
Weather also has been favorable. 

New arrivals include a smash show 
at the Paramount in “Miracle of 
Morgan’s Creek,” the Johnny Long 
orch, Hazel Scott and others. Initial 
seven days ending last night (Tues- 
day) took the gross to $100,000. 
House did $17,500 on Saturday (22), 
highest non-holiday Saturday in its 
history. 

Another that sailed strongly into 
port during the past week was “The 
Lodger” at the Roxy, where the 
stagebill includes Lower Basin Street 
airshow, Paul Lavalle, Milton Cross, 
Jack Durant, Hal LeRoy and Maurice 
Rocco. House finished the first frame 
last night (Tuesday) at a terrific 
$104,000. 

“Higher and Higher,” teeoff starrer 
for Frank Sinatra, is fighting tough 
opposition at the straight-film Pal- 
ace but doing very well at $30,000 or 
near, albeit not sensational, and 
holds over. Siate ushered in a new 
program in “I Dood It” (2d run) and 
Earl Carroll's “Vanities.” Strong 
from the start. the week's gross 
should hit $35,000 or near, very good. 

Holdovers at the Hall, Strand and 
Capitol are particularly potent. 
“Curie,” now in its sixth week at im- 
mense $108,000, goes a seventh and 
becomes the fourth picture in the 10- 
year history of theatre to stick be- 
yond six. Another show well down 
on its run but maintaining fine gait 
is “Guy Named Joe,” which is now 
in its fifth week at the Capitol. with 
Kathryn Grayson, Richard Himber 
orch, Lou Holtz and “Rags” Ragland 
in person. Close to its previous 
week's pace, the current (5th) round 
should account for $68,000 or more, 
terrific. Goes a sixth week as a re- 
sult, lenger than any show to play 
here since the stagebill policy was 
instituted. “Destination Tokyo,” with 
the Charlie Barnet band and Ella 
Mae Morse in person, is another 
holdover which continues to do big. 
with the Strand likely to get $52,000 
or thereabouts this week (4th), a fig- 
ure that is socko for any first week 
here. 

Two openings yesterday (Tuesday ) 
were “Gung Ho” at the Criterion and 
“Song of Bernadette,” latter on an 
evening invitational preem at the 
Rivoli. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (3d wk). Continues 
to draw heavily, second week ending 
last night (Tuesday) being resound- 
ing $30,000. Initial seven days went 
to $35.000, terrific. Looks in for a 
long run. 


“Guy Named Joe” (M-G), Kathryn 
Grayson, Richard Himber orch, Lou 
Holtz and “Rags” Ragland (5th wk). 
Holding to swift pace, this week 
(5th) should get $68,000 or more, ex- 
ceptionally fine. Last stanza (4th) 
hit better than $72,000. Goes sixth. 


—“Gung Ho” (U) opened here yes- 
terday morning (Tuesday) following 
a swank money-making run with 
“His Butler’s Sister” (U). Final six 
days of fourth frame was $20,000, 
third week $22,000, both excellent. 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,416; 
“Where Are Children?” 
Virtually no letdown at big $25,000 or 


initial week was strong $28,200. Goes 
third week. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 44-$1.25) 
—Desert Song” (WB) (6th wk). Not 
showing great strength but okay 
| profit-getter at $16,000 or better cur- 
| rently, while last week (5th) 
$18.500. No departure date as yet set 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Good weather and nice product 
have brought grosses back. “Madame 
Curie.” on second week, is relative 
top grosser. “What a Woman,” 
stronger than expected, which went 
two grand over last week’s opening 
estimate is big on holdover. “Flesh 
and Fantasy” also is stout on second 
sesh after sock opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,434: 30-66)— 
“Corvette K-225" (U) with vaude. 
Looks like good $22,000. Last week, 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G) with vaude, fine 
$23.000. 


Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 30-66)— 


“Corvette” Vande Fast $22,000 in D. C.; 


| (3d wk), 


“Flesh” 116, “Curie” 206, Both 2d Wk. 


| forte $6,000. Last week, “Whistling 


moveover. Last week, “Thousands 
Cheer” (M-G), solid $8,800. 

Earle (WB) 
a Woman” (Col) with vaude 
wk). Neat $19,000 in 
opener of grand $24,300. 
| Keith’s (RKQ)_ (1,800; 
| “Flesh Fantasv” (U). 
| for second week, 
tialer. 


40-65 )— 


(WB). 
Last week, 
(Mono) nice 


(2,242; 
(M-G) 


“Destination Tokyo” 
$7,500 on moveover. 
“Women in Bondage” 
$7,800. 

Palace (Loew) 


| “Madame Curie’ 


30-66) 
(2d 


$22.000. Last week, “Jive Junction” | “Lost Angel” (M-G). Boffo $8,500 on | ing week’s smash $23,000. 


Capitel (Loew’s) (4,820: 35-$1.10)— | 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 35-$1.25) | 


(2.240; 30-90 )—‘“What | 


1046 “Morgan's Creek’-Long-Scott 
Hot 1006, “Dood It’-“Vanities” 356 


but probable that “Passage to Mars 
seille’ (WB) will come in shortly. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 35-$1.10)~ 


| “Higher and Higher” (RKO). Hitting 


| 


| 


a good though not sensational! stride 
at $30,000 or near. Holds. Last week, 


second for “Government Girl” 
(RKO) $18,000, okay. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-$1.10) 
—‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par), 


plus Johnny Long orch, Hazel Scott, 
others, on stage (2a wk). Cool and 
very fancy $100,000 drawn on the 
first seven days through last night 
(Tuesday). As result, though origin- 
ally plotted for four weeks, run of 
five has been decided upon with this 
setting back opening of “Lady in 
Dark” (Par) to Feb. 23. Fourth 
week for “Riding High” (Par) and 
Tommy Dorsey struck $45,000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 44-$1.65) — “Curie” 
(M-G) and stageshow (6th wk). Re- 
markable staying powers of this one 
means immense $108,000 this week 
(6th), to be added to prior stanza’s 
$100,000. Goes seven frames. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)—*‘Spi- 
der Woman” (U) (2d wk). Dropping 
considerably but oke on holdover at 
$7,500. Initial seven days zoomed to 
better than $13,000, big for this small- 
seater. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 75-$1.65 )— 
“Song of Bernadette” (20th) begins 
continuous run this morning (Wed- 
nesday) following invitational open- 
ing last night (Tuesday). Concluding 
four days of 14th week on grind run 
for “Bell Tolls” (Par) was $17.000, 
strong, while 13th week was $28,000, 
excellent. “Tolls,” which originally 
was on a roadshow basis here, turned 
in tremendous profit. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)—“The 
Lodger” (20th) and, on stage, Lower 
Basin Street airshow, Paul Lavalle 
orch, Milton Cross, Jack Durant, Hal 
LeRoy and Maurice Rocco (2d wk). 
Very big at $104,000 on first week 
ending last night (Tuesday) and goes 
another. Fourth round for “Gang’s 
All Here” (20th), Jimmy Dorsey and 
Bill Robinson, stout $65.000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
“Dood It” (M-G) (2d run) and the 
Ear! Carroll “Vanities” unit on stage, 
Things are humming here this weck, 
take looking strong $35.000 or near. 
Last week, “No Time Love” (Par) 
(2d run) and Don Redman orch,. Una 
Mae Carlisle and Willie Brant, close 
to $30,000, good. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-$1.10) — 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB). with 
Charlie Barnet orch and Ella Mae 
Morse in person (4th wk). Socko 
$52,000 or near that vicinity and 
close to prior (3d) week's take of’ 
$59,500. Holds over. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 
“North Star” (RKO) (12th wk). Re- 
markable consistency of this one’s 
draught should bring another $18,000, 
immense for this house, same as done 
last week (11th). Being held here 
indefinitely as a result. with dates 
which had been set for the RKO N.Y. 


circuit being pulled. 


“Dracula” Plus Savitt, 
Regan Nice $24,000 In 
Cleve; “Pursuit” 236 


Cleveland, Jan. 25. 
Blue chips are being raked into 
Palace by “Son of Dracula,” chiefly 


|} via heavy pull of Jan Savitt’s band 


35-85)— | 
(2d wk).! 


better on first holdover lap. while! 


was} 


and Phil Regan. “Madame Curie” 
also is drawing aé_é full-house at 
Loew’s State for one of outstanding 
weeks at this house in a long time. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)—“Gov- 
ernment Girl” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay 
$7.000. Last week. “Guadalcanal 
Diary” (20th) (2d wk). smash $10,500. 
Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 35-55)— 
“Northern Pursuit” (WB). Pushing 
up to solid $23,000. Last week, “Gov- 
fernment Girl” (RKO), fairly satis- 
| factory $18.000. 
Lake (Warners) (800: 35-55)— 
“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) (3d wk), 
Going well on moveover at $4,200 


sight after | 


| forte 


Good $11,000 | 
sock $17,000 ini- 
| “Madame Curie” (M-G). 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 30-55 )— | 
Good | 


wk). | fine $9,500 on moveover. 
| Looks like swell $20,000 after Open- | 


Last week, “Old Acquaintance” (WB) 
stout $4,500. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200: 40-60)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Better than most m.o. grosses here, 
Brooklyn” (M-G) (3d 
$5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)—“Son 
of Dracula” (U) plus Phil Regan, 
Jan Savitt orch. Stage layout dis- 
playing most b.o. power here for 
$24,000 or near. Last week, 
“Heat’s On” (Col) with Ted Fio Rito 
orch and Mills Bros., terrific $34,000. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 35-55)— 
One that’s 
well liked here. Rousing $22,500 to 
rate h.o. Last week, “No Time Love” 
(Par), bright $20,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 35-55)— 
“No Time Love” (Par) (2d wk). 
Escapists eating up this comedy for 
Last week, 
(M-G) (3d wk), 


wk), so-so 


“Thousands Cheer” 
nice $8,500, 
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Our Two Big Jobs in January: 
Fourth War Loan and March of Dime: 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1944 VARIETY 


with DANE ROBERT WARNER 


LARK « HUTTON ANDERSON 


ALAN HALE JOHN RIDGELY WILLIAM PRINCE 
Directed by DELMER DAVES + Produced by JERRY WALD 


Screen Play by Delmer Daves and Albert Maltz * From an Original Story by Steve Fisher * Music by Franz Waxman 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


Spitalny Ups “Spider,” Wow $35,000, 
In Hub; “Curie Torrid 436, 2 Spots 


Boston, Jan. 25. 


“Mme. Curie” and continued spring 
weather are bringing out Bostonians 
in increasing numbers this week to 
establish sound grosses all down the 
line. “Curie.” of course, is getting 
the lion’s share day-daie at Loew 
State and Orpheum, to clock great 
$43.000. But “Old Acquaintance” at 
Metropolitan and “None Shall 
Escape,” day-date at Majestic and 
Normandie, are both strong. 

Phil Spitalny’s “Hour of Charm” 
band is boosting “Spider Woman” to | 
terrific $35,000 at the RKO Boston, 
putting house back on pre-holiday | 
level. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-99)— 
“Sherlock Holmes Spider Woman” 
(U) and Phil Spitalny orch on stage. 
Shooting up to sock $35,000 to resume 
pre-holiday level. Last week, “Ghost 


the state. And the very lettering of 
his name insures the fiddler first 
spot on the ballot, a fact which may 
make considerable difference in the 
rural regions where the unlearned 
like an easy clue to the identity 
of their favorite. 

Up to now, the Acuff candidacy 
has been a joke in Tennessee. Some- 
thing for the newspapers to write 


Exploiteers for the 
putting their time and thought to 
the 4th War Loan Drive to the ex- 
clusion of publicizing new films for 
the most part locally. “Old Ac- 
quaintance” is the ace this week at 
the Orpheum. “Riding High” stays 
for a fourth week at the Blue Mouse, 
and still okay. Second best new- 
comer is “Government Girl” at the 
Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 40-75)—“Riding High” (Par) 
(4th wk) and “Hostages” (Par) (2d 


Ship” (RKO) plus Vaughn Monroe! wk), From 5th Avenue. Okay $4,400. 


orch, others, on stage, $26.900. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-60)— 
“Guadaleanal Diary” (20th) and 
“Good Fellows” (Par). Good $5,400 
after two weeks at the Met. Last 
week, “No Time Love” (Par) and 
“Aldrich Haunts House” (Par), 
$5.600. 

Majestic (F. M. Loew) (1,600; 28- 


55)—"None Shall Escape” (Col) plus | 


“Klondike Kate” (Col). Odd day- 
date with Normandie, using this first- 
run combo. Profitable $12,000. Last 
week, subsequent run. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-75)— 


“Gane'’s All Here” (20th) and 
“tYolmes Secret Service” (U). Good 
$18.000 second week after great 


$24.000, first. 

Metropolitan (M-P) 
—"“Old Acquaintance” (WB) and 
“Minesweeper” (Par). Strong $27.- 
000. Last week, “Guadalcanal Diary” 
(20th) and “Good Fellows” (Par) (2d 
wk), great $22.000. 

Normandie (Lieberman) (1,300; 35- 
65)—“None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col). Day-date 
combo with Normandie. unusual set- 
up: -okay $14,000. Last week, not 
first-run operation. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 44-65)— 
*“\ime. Curie’ (M-G). Socko at 
$30,000. big stuff for this season. Last 


(4.367: 35-65) 


week, “Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) 
and “Cross Lorraine’ (M-G), nice 
$24.500. 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-60)— 
“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) and 
“Good Fellows” (Par). Here follow- 
ing two big weeks at Met. Spirited 
$13.500. Last week, “No Time Love” 
(Par) and “Aldrich Haunts House” 
(Par). $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Mime. Curie” (M-G). Very big for 
this neighborhood these days at 
$13.000. Last week, “Whistling 


Last week, “Riding High” (Par) and 
“Paris After Dark” (20th) (return), 
good $5.300 in eight days. 


—"True to Life’ (Par) and “Tor- 
nado” (Par). N.s.h. at $9,000 but 
profit. Last week, “Hostages” (Par) 
; and “Man Down Under” (M-G), 8 
| days. nice $12,400. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 40-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (5th wk). 
Stout $6,000. Last week, nice $6,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 40-75)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Moveover from Paramount. Great 
$7.000. Last week, “Lassie” (M-G) 
and “Aldrich Haunts” (Par) (5th 
wk), solid $5,200 in six days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 40-75)— 
“True to Life” (Par) and “Tornado” 
(Par). Slow $5,500. Last week, 
“Hostages” (Par), “Dracula” (U) and 
“Mad Ghoul” (U). grand $9,100. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— 
“Old Acquaintance” (WB). Terrific 
$18.000. Last week, “Tokyo” (WB) 
(3d wk), fast $10,400 in six days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-75)— 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U) plus Dave 
Elman’s “Hobby Lobby” show on 
stage. Latter largely responsible for 
strong $12,000. Last week, “Moon- 
light Vermont” (U) and vaude, okay 
$8.800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,049; 40-75)— 
“Government Girl’ (RKO) and “Sing 
a Jingle’ (U). Great $15,000. Last 
week, “Thousands Cheer” ‘(M-G), 
six days of third week, big $9.100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
“Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk). From 
three stanzas at Orpheum. Smash 
$7.000. Last week, “Flesh Fantasy” 
(U) (4th wk), so-so $4.100. 


30)—“Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) and 
“Victory Air Power” (UA) (3d run). 


Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Cross Lor- 
raine” (M-G), $9,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65)— 
“Mad Ghoul” (U) and “Calling Dr 
Death” (U) (2a wk). Fine $5,000. 
Last week, stout $7,400. 


“Sahara” Husky 126, 
“Girl Crazy” Fancy 136, 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 
Another 
spotlight monopolized by only two 
newcomers, “Girl Crazy” and “Sa- 


hara,” but both are doing solid biz. 
“Crazy” will be out in front at the 
State. “Sahara” is slightly behind 


at Orpheum. Otherwise holdovers 
are still much in evidence. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
“Falcon Co-Eds” (RKO) and “Deer- 
slayer” (Rep). Should reach good 
$2.500 in five days. Last week, 
“Strange Death Hitler” (U) and 
“Ghost Ship” (RKO) split with “Man 
of Courage” (PRC) 
Me” (U), nice $3,200 in nine days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55) — 
“Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Orpheum. Neat 
$7.500 in prospect. Last 
“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) (2d wk), 
finished with strong $6,400. 

Gopher (P-S) ‘(1,000; 35)—“Tar- 
zan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO). Smart 


$4,500 indicated. Last week, “Always | 


Bridesmaid” (U), fair $3,200. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 40-55)—“Thou- 
s nds Cheer” (M-G). Still bringing 
7em in profitably at fine $7,000 likely 
on second session of m.o. after socko 
$7,500 last week. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)— 
“Sahara” (Col). Helped by big ad- 
vertising campaign, strectching to- 
ward big $12,000. Last week, “Thank 
Lucky Stars” (WB), great $13,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)—‘“Girl 
Crazy” (M-G). Soaring to fast $13.- 
000. Last week, “Higher Higher” 
(RKO), trim $11,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40) — 
“Northern Pursuit” (WB). First 
neighborhood showing. Good $3,200. 


Last week, “Princess O'Rourke” 
(WB), $3,500. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75) 


“Higher Higher” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Moveover from State. Fair $2,000. | 
Last week, “Happy Land” (20th) (2d | 


Top Okay Minneapolis 


week has the boxoffice | 


and “She’s for! 


week | 


Big $5.000. Last week, 
| O'Grady” (20th) and “Kingdom for 


“ook” (Col), nifty $4,400. 
Jimmy Davis 
Continued from page 1 See 


second primary before Yodelin’ 
Jimmy becomes the nominee, which 
is tantamount to election in Louisi- 
ana. But even the guys from the 
smoke-filled conferences in- 
clined to admit that Morgan has 
mustered. the full strength of the 
| old Huey Long machine in the first 
primary and that he will be hard 
pressed to capture as much as half 


{dates in the runoff. Even that 
| wouldn’t be sufficient. 

So Jimmy Davis, who won Louisi- 
ana with a song, looks like a cinch 
for the governorship the 
thougnt echoes in shaking knees 
across the South. 

Here in Tennessee, for instance, 
where the politicos have been snick- 
ering at the announced — guber- 
| natorial candidacy of Jimmy Davis’ 
long-time friend, Fiddlin’ Roy Acuff 
|of Nashville, the returns from the 
| Bayou State caused consternation 
Knoxville to Memphis. If 


| from 


| Davis could do it, why not Acuff, ! 


| his pal? It was incredible. 

But there were the facts. 
and Acuff, the star of radio’s “Grand 
Ole Opry,” were chums. They had 
sung together on many a hillbilly 
jamboree. Memphians even recalled 
that they had appeared on the stage 
at Ellis Auditorium as recently as 
a year ago. And had packed the 
place. 

Wiat’s more, on his NBC broad- 
cast the Saturday night before last 
week's Louisiana election, Acuff 
took note of the impending referen- 
dum by singing “You Are My Sun- 
shine” and announcing “This Is for 
Jimmy Davis, down in Louisiana.” 
If Davis is elected, as a neighboring 
governor, he might make an inter- 
esting factor in Acuff’s own cam- 
paign for the Tennessee executive 
|; Mansion during the coming summer. 

Acuff's Chances Good 

Acuff is the only avowed candi- 

date in Tennessee thus far. His 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) | 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 15- | 


“Rosie | 


the backing of the defeated candi- | 


Davis | 


“ACQUAINTANCE” HOT about. Just a gag. But it isn’t any 
‘more. Not with Pappy ‘Beautiful 

18 000 SEATTLE ACE: Texas”) O'Daniel in the Senate 

$ ’ ; | after a spell as Governor of Texas. 
Seattle. Jan. 25. | And especially not with Jimmy 


theatres are | Davis out front down Louisiana way 
last week. 


In Tennessee, Prentice Cooper is 
retiring after three terms. The 
state administration is casting about 
for a successor at this point, has 
indicated no favorites as yet. But 
it wouldn't mind if there were a 
singing statesman in sigit. 

Everybody in Tennessee remem- 
bers one of the state’s great gov- 
ernors, Fiddlin’ Bob Taylor, and his 
famous War of the Roses campaign 
against his own brother, Alf, the 
Republican nominee. Taylor was a 
statesman al! right, but that gifted 
fiddle and that silver tongue put 
him in office. And that was before 
the days of radio and the movies— 
and television. 

So the boys in the back room are 
wondering. They're wondering if 
their hand-picked candidates of the 
future will have to be auditioned 
for sight and sound before public 
launching. They remember that 
Jimmy Davis was a regular radio 
and recording attraction, had also 
made a hillbilly movie or two in 
Hollywood, long before he ran for 
Public Service Commissioner, the 
office from which he now aspires 
for the governorship. They recall 
that the radio was Senator O’Dan- 
iel’s medium of contact with the 
common people of Texas and that 
he went into his Lone Star State 
campaigns with a ready-made fol- 
lowing of listeners. ‘They see in 
Acuff a man who knows naugit 
about the problems of state, but 
whose rural rhythm records have 
sold by the millions. And _ they 
wonder. 

Will their anointed servants of the 
people in future years need to take 
a screen test before yielding to the 
call of the electorate? Will the 
Frankie Sinatras of today 
Franklin Delano Roosevelts of to- 
morrow? Is the political success 
story of posterity’s years to be writ- 
ten in terms of yodel-boy-makes- 
good? 


} 


|| New Ad Field 


be the}. 
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of a new coat. But with the advent 
of television and predictions by ex- 
perts that shortly after the war there 
will be several million sets rushed 
into production, and that the pros- 
pective customers can get a private 
hear-see of the product, it’s gener- 
ally accepted that newspapers” can 
look forward to plenty of concern. 
Stores Already Set Plans 

Those already planning to give 
post-war television a big sponsorship 
play have never been steady ad- 
vertisers on the air, using radio pro- 
| motion spasmodically, and then only 
jfor spot announcement campaigns. 
Such stores as Bonwit Teller, Oppen- 
heim & Collins and B. Altman in 
New York—three of the largest in 
the women’s apparel category—have 
; taken strong heed of the possibilities 
|for promoting sales in their fur, 
| clothing, cosmetics departments, and 
| have inaugurated plans to go into 
tele on a substantial basis in the 
post-war era, Similarly, Lit Bros., 
| Philadelphia, and Filene’s, Boston, 
|have also been sounded out, and 
|found to be envisioning, advertising 
via the new media. 

Also delving into television's in- 
tricacies are nitery operators, idea 
|being to present compact stanzas 
| starring entertainers featured at 
their spots in a promotional effort to 
entice customers. Among these are 
Maria Kramer, operator of the Lin- 
coln and Edison hotels in N. Y.: Carl 
Erbe, owner of Cafe Zanzibar on 
Broadway; Dewey Yessner, operator 
of the Shangri-La nitery, Philly, and 
Helen Hamilton, of the Troika, 
Washington. 

Following the success of boxing and 
other sports presentations over the 
visio medium in N. Y., sports pro- 
moters in several other cities are 
eveing television, including Herman 
Taylor, Philadelphia boxing promo- 
ter; Leo McGuiness, who stages fight 
shows in Miami, And the pro football 
!moguls, Experience here in the 
| sporting field has been that televis- 
| ing events does not cut into the 
gross, and the added coin. either 
from outside sponsorship or the cre- 
ating of new fans by their own 


wk), good $2,700, making $10,200 for | hat is in the ring. He has qualified | sponsorship, has resulted in keen in- 
fortnight, fine. 


with the Democratic committee of 


| terest all around, 


Andrews Sis-Ayres Tilt “Hostages” 
Big $45,000, Det.; “Woman” Tall 396 


“Curie,” Terrif $23,000, 


Providence Pacemaker 


Providence, Jan. 25. 


Loew’s State’s “Madame Curie” is 
really riding high topping 
everything currently. Also big is 
RKO Albee’s “Desert Mystery” 
paired with “Sherlock Holmes and 
Spider Woman.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—‘Tar- 
zan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) and 
“Holmes Spider Woman.” Hitting 
strong $15,000. Last week, “Around 
World’ (RKO) and “Ghost Ship” 
(RKO), nice $11,000, 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 30-50) 
—“Gang’s All Here” (20th) (2d run), 
Fast $5,000 on h.o. Last week, “Crime 
School” (WB) and “Girl On Proba- 
tion” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk), ditto. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—“Banjo 
On Knee” (20th) (reissue) plus 
vaude, Stepping right along to nice 
$7.000. Last week, “Tiger Fangs” 
(PRC) and vaude, $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)— 
“Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Nice 
$10.000. Last week, “Gang's All 
Here” (20th), wow $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200; 36- 
59)—“Gildersleeve On Broadway” 
(RKO) and Will Osborne orch, Pa- 
tricia Morison heading stage show. 
Fine $7,500 in three-day run. Last 
week, “Hoosier Holiday” (Rep) and 
Earl Carroll's “Vanities” on stage, 
hot $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-50)—‘Ma- 
dame Curie” (M-G). Wham $23,000, 
great for spot. Last week, “Whistling 
Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Klondike 
Kate” (M-G), good $15,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000: 30-50) 
—‘None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Par). Opened 
Monday (24). Last week, “No Time 
for Love” (Par) and “Mine Sweeper” 
(Par) (2d wk), oke $9,000. 


Detroit, 25. 


Only two new bills move into the 
loop this week to give a fresh lift to 
already strong biz. Grosses locally 
again are on the upbeat with the big 
figures holding through three and 
four-week stretches. Michigan will 
shoot out in front this week with 


combo of thé Andrews Sisters and 
Mitchell Ayres orch pushing “Hos- 
tages” to sock coin. However, not 
far off and getting a heavy play is 
the Fox’s “What a Woman” and 
“Spider Woman.” 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Swing Out 
Blues” ¢Col) (2d wk). Pair moved 
over after a whammo week at Fox 
but won't startle at $10,000. Last 
week, “Crazy House” (U) and “Son 
Dracula” (U) (2d wk), brisk $9,100. 


Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 55-75)—‘“Destination Tokyo” 
(WB) and “Petticoat Larceny” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Pair moved over 
after two strong weeks at Michigan, 
fine $14,000. Last week, “Lady Takes 
Chance” (RKO) and “Secret Ene- 
mies” (WB) (3d wk), okay $12,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—‘What a Woman” (Col) and 
“Spider Woman” (U). Pair of femme 
titles are luring smash $39,000. Last 
week, “Lodger” (20th) and “Swing 
Out Blues” (Col), beat expectations 
with wham $37,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1.800; 
55-75)—"‘Dood It” (Par) and “Sa- 
hara” (Col). Pair back in loop for 
tidy $5,000. Last week, “Claudia” 
(20th) and “Best Foot Forward” (M- 
G), strong $5,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75 )—“‘Hostages” (Par) plus An- 
drews Sisters and Mitch Ayres orch 
on stage. Stage is doing the work 
here with a great $45,000 sighted. 
Last week, “Destination Tokyo” 
(WB) and “Petticoat Larceny” 
(RKO) (2d wk), strong $20,000 fol- 
lowed first week’s sock $27,000. 


|| Withholding Tax 


Continued from page 1 


ments, have long classified perform- 
ers as employees. Theatre and 
nitery operators declared perform- 
ers to be independent contractors on 
the ground that they are not part 
of the regular personnel and are 
| called in to perform a specialized 
job. 

The question was believed to have 
been settled two years ago when 
the New York court of appeals 
ruled, in the case of the Music Hall, 
N. Y., that performers are inde- 
pendent contractors. However, the 
Government refused to recognize 
this decision as applying to all thea- 
tres, 

The independent-contractor status 
of performers was made more im- 


portant last summer when the 
withholding tax act went into ef- 
fect. Theatres, unwilling to take 


a chance on being held responsible 
for the 20% nick, made these de- 
ductions. In doing this they re- 
versed the stand they took during 
the social security battle, when they 
refused to take out the s.s. tax. 

Name band musicians, according 
to the Treasury ruling, will have 
withholding and deductions 
made on the same basis as théy have 
been right along. AFM’s Form B 
contracts signify the buyer of the 
band as the employer, hence liable 
for all such payments. 


Dunham | 
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good tasie and common decency,” 
said Norton. 

“Since natives seem to be con- 
cerned with love in its less civilized 
manifestation,” he went on, “there 
is more than one dance which is 
frankly erotic. . . .” Moreover, he 
asserted that the show was “on the 
pagan side” and that the dancers 
were “dressed usually for tropical 
climates.” These thoughts were 
echoed by Miss Lloyd of the Mon- 
itor, who asserted the revue was 
“lewd.” 


Immediately censored was the first 
scene of the second act, a dance 
number entitled “Rites de Passage.” 
It deals with the passing from boy- 
hood to manhood by means of for- 
mal initiation. As always, censor- 
ship helped biz considerably, and the 
revue was virtually a sellout during 
its seven-performance week, catch- 
ing an estimated $23,000 here. Show 
was brought in on Aaron Rich- 
mond’s Celebrity Series and played 
) at the Opera House. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
/000; 55-75 )—""Northern Pursuit” (WB) 
and “Gildersleeve on Broadway” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Should add a strong 
$16,000 to first week’s robust $22,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
2.000; 55-75)— ‘Thousands Cheer” 
(M-G) and “Murder Waterfront” 
(WB) (4th wk). Still going strong 
with $15,000 anticipated after shoot- 
ing to a choice $17,000 last week. 


“Gov’t-Girl” Fat $14,000, 
In Cincy; “Moment” Plus 


Dante-Weidler $24,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 25. 

General biz is far below last week, 
yet on the sunny side with only two 
houses off key. Letdown reflects ab- 
sence of fresh product, there being 
only one newcomer, “Government 
Girl,” which has the Palace in the 
velvet. Revival of “This Is Army,” 
at Keith’s, is out of step from its 
previous 10-week downtown strut. 
Albee’s vaudfilm policy maintains 
unbroken record of topping the town, 
current lineup having “Never Dull 
Moment” plus Dante, Virginia Weid- 
ler and Oxford Boys. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-85)— 
“Never Dull Moment” (U) with 
Dante, Virginia Weidler and Oxford 
Boys. Good $24,000. Last week, 
“Footlight Glamour” (Col) and Ink 
Spots, Cootie Williams, Ella Fitz- 
gerald, on stage, hit season's second 
high mark at big $34,000, way over 
forecast. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk). 
Grooving $7,000 after last week's fine 
$9,000. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)— 
Footsteps” (Rep) and 
“Canyon ity” (Rep) split with 


“Voodoo Man” (Mono) and “Return 
of Vampire” (Col). Normal $2,200. 
Same last week for “Deerslayer” 


| (Rep) and “Suspected Person” (PRC) 


divided with “False Colors” 
and 
(Col) 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)—“No 
Time Love” (Par) (2d wk), Dandy 
$8,000. Film equaled house record 
last week with rousing $14,000. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“What Woman” (Col). Second move- 
over for third front-line sesh. Okay 
$5,500. Last week, “Thousands 
Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk), wham $7,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)— 
“Army” (WB) (revival), Forgotten 
since its great 10-week downtown 
run, and _ dull at $3,500. Last week, 
“Pistol Packin’ Mama” (Rep) and 
“Kansan” (UA), okay $5,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-65)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO). Nice 
$14,000. Last week, “Riding High” 
(Par), mild $10,500. 

Shubert (RKO) 
“Riding High” (Par), Moveover. 
Thin $3,500. Last week, “What a 


(UA) 
“Something About Soldier” 


(2,100; 35-65)— 


Woman” (Col) (2d run), pleasing 
$6,500. 
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Busse Boosts “World” to Big $32,000 
In OK Frisco: “Tokyo” Smash 286, 2d 


San Francisco, Jan, 25. + 


Biz is holding up well al con- 
sidered. “Destination Tokyo,” which 
torpedoed all wartime records at the 
Fox last week, is still strong on 
second session at $28,000. “Around 
World,” backed by Henry Busse’s 
band is socko $32,000 at the Golden 
yate. 

. Estimates for This Week 

Fox (FWC) (5,000; 55-75)—*Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) (2d wk). 
Smash $28,000. Last week, terrific 
$39,500 to top town. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-75)— 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G) and 
“Young Ideas” (M-G). Good $28,000. 
Last week, “North Star” (RKO), 
topped estimates for terrific $29,500. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-75)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Fairly good $11,000. Last week, nice 


13,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
“Minesweeper” (Par) with Hilo 
Hattie’s stage show. Strong $24,000. 
Last week, “Casanova in Burlesque” 
(Rep) with stage show “Shipyard 
Frolics,” $21,500. 

State (FWC) (2,160; 55-75) — 
“North Star” (RKO), from Para- 
mount. Big $12,000. Last week, “Old 
Acauaintance” (WB) (4th wk), good 
$10,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 55-75) 
—Around World’ (RKO) plus stage 
show headed by Henry Busse orch. 
Excelent $32,000. Last week, second 
week of “Gangway Tomorrow” 
(RKO) with Martha Raye and stage 
show, tidy $27,000 but below hopes. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 
75'—“What a Woman” (Col) (3d wk). 
above average $15,000. Last week, 
whooping $17,600. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld (1,100; 
60-75)—“Buck Privates” (U) 
wk). Nice $4,500 in four days. Last 
week, okay $8,900. 


“GANG’S HERE” LOUD 
$19,000 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan. 25. 

“Gang’s All Here” looks standout 
at Lakes this week. “Jack London” 
is being pushed up to sturdy $22,000 
at the Buffalo by Glen Gray’s band. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
“Jack London” (UA) and Glen Gray 
orch on stage. Sturdy $22,000 or a 
little better. Last week, “Riding 
High” (Par) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par), extra nice $15,000 for straight 
film program. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) 
—‘Gang’s All Here” (20th). Bright 
$19,000. Last week, “Lost Angel” (M- 
G) and “Pistol Packin’ Mama” (Rep), 
surprisingly strong at $16,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—"Rid- 
ing High” (Par) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par) (2d wk). Moved over from 
Buffalo. Fine $9,000. Last week, 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (3d wk), 
brisk $10,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-55)— 
“Flesh and Fantasy” (U) (2d wk) 


and “Larceny with Music” (Col). 
Snug $10,000 or near. Last week, 
with “Cowboy in Manhattan” (U), 


hefty $16,000 on initial session. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-65 )— 
“Government Girl” (RKO) and “7th 
Victim” (RKO) (2d wk). Oke $8,000. 
Last week, fine $15,000. 


“Aldrich” “Pin Up Girls” 
Fair $14,500 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 25. 

Trade has taken a healthy bounce 
back here this week with strong at- 
tractions drawing tall money. “Ma- 
dame Curie,” setting a torrid pace at 
Loew's, is a cinch for a_ holdover. 
“North Star,” at the Indiana, and 
“Henry Aldrich Haunts a House,” 


with Harry Howard's “Pin Up Girls” | 


on the stage at the Circle, also are 
in the prosperous class. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-65 )— 
“Aldrich Haunts House” (Par): and 
Harry Howard’s “Pin Up Girls” on 
stage. Fair $14,500 for pleasing com- 
bo. Last week, “Never Dull Moment” 
(U) and Ina Ray Hutton orch, about 
same. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30-50) 
—"North Star” (RKO). Oke $12,000, 
playing single. Last week, “Higher 
and Higher” (RKO) and “Gilder- 
sleeve on Broadway” (RKO), dis- 
appointing $10,000, Sinatra build-up 
apparently backfiring here. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-50)— 

“Doctor’s Don’t Tell” (Indie) and 
vaude. Average $4,500 in four-day 
run. Last week, fine $5,400 for ““Mur- 
der Waterfront” (WB) and vaude for 
same run. 
> Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 30-50)— 
Madame Curie” (2d wk). Smash 
$16,000. Last week, “What a Woman” 
(Col) and “Swing Out Blues” (Col), 
big $12,900. 
(Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50)— 
Hostages” (Par) and “Pistol Pack- 
in’ Mama” (Rep). Fair $5,000 for 
first-run combo. Last week, “Son of 
Dracula” (U) and “Mad Ghoul” (U), 
also first run, socko $9,000. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $2,881,400 
(Based on 23 cities, 185 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
$2,624,300 
(Based on 27 cities, 198 theatres) 


“London’-Basie 


Big 226, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 

Best weekend weather break in a 
long time got everything away to a 
flying start and looks like a healthy 
session, New attractions got the 
bum’s rush from the crix but the 
customers are buying. “Jack London” 
and Count Basie’s band are putting 
the Stanley at the head of the class 
and “Government Girl” is doing 
nicely at the Penn. Elsewhere, it’s 
holdovers, with “Where Are Your 
Children?” still getting heavy sugar 
in second week at the Fulton and 
“What a Woman” showing no signs 
of caving in at the Harris. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Management expected’ the 
bottom to fall out of this one after 
the original flush but it’s still holding 
up. Second weekend only a little un- 
der the first and should wind up big 
at $7,000. Last week, great $11,500, 
slightly over expectancy. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-60)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (2d wk). 
Another that’s not letting up pre- 
ceptibly with nice $8,000 certain. 
Last week, grand $13,500. Moves to 
Senator to continue downtown first- 
run, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-60)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO). News- 
paper boys didn't go for this one, but 
it’s doing well. Excellent $15,500. 
Last week, “Riding High” (Par) so- 
so $12;000. 

Ritz (WB) 
High” (Par) 


(800; 30-60)—‘Riding 
(2d wk). Moved here 


from Penn and doing no better at 
small-seater. Mild $2,000 or near. 
Last week, “Thousands Cheer” 


(M-G) finished off four-week spread 
downtown at first-rate $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-60)— 
“Return of Vampire” (Col) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Strangest Case” 
(Col), Will do fair enough $2,700. 
Last week, “Gang’s Here” (20th) 
after 11 days at Harris, okay $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.806; 30-75)—‘“Jack 
London” (UA) plus Count Basie 
orch. The flesh portion is working 
a strong draft, and in main credited 
for fine $22,000. Last week, “Around 
World” (RKO) plus Louis Prima 
orch, Virginia Weidler, nice $21,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 30-60)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk). 
Staying here for second stanza after 
previously at Penn. Better than 
$6,000 looked for and moves to Ritz 
on Thursday (27). Last week, trim 
$8,500. 


“Glamour” Plus Dexter 
Robust $17,000, Omaha 


Omaha, Jan. 25. 

Biz is on upbeat currently, helped 
by favorable weather. Orpheum is 
pacemaker with Al Dexter and his 
gang and “Footlight Glamour.” 
“Phantom of the Opera” also is 
strong at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-65) 
—“Footlight Glamour” (Col) plus Al 
Dexter orch, others, on stage. Grand 
$17,000, mostly on stage layout. Last 
week, “Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) 
and “Aldrich Haunts House” (Par), 
big $13,200. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
55)—“Phantom Opera” (U). Fancy 
$10,500 or better. Last week, “Thou- 
sands Cheer” (M-G), sock $11,300, 
higher bracket for spot. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11- 
55)—“Old Acquaintance” (WB) and 
“Chance Lifetime” (Col). Great $8,- 
500. Last week, “North Star” (RKO) 
and “Gildersleeve on Broadway” 
(RKO), nice $7,900 in 10 days. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-55)— 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) and “Two 
Weeks to Live” (RKO). First is 
moveover from Paramount for sec- 
ond week and latter is first-run. Big 
$9,000. Last week, “Riding High” 
(Par) (2d wk) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par), satisfactory $7,800. 


“Curie” Crack $22,000, 
Balto; “Butler’s Sis” 
Big 166, “Love” 176 


-Baltimore, Jan. 25. 

Healthy action all over downtown 
sector is reflected in current grosses 
here. At Loew's Century, “Madame 
Curie” is clicking sharply, while “His 
Butler's Sister” is faring equally well 
at Keith’s. “No Time for Love” is also 
reported bullish at the Stanley. “The 
Lodger,” sock on opening week, is 
strong on second session at the small 
New theatre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
55)—“‘Madame Curie” (M-G). At- 
tracting extra-strong $22,000. Last 


week, “Lost Angel” (M-G), fair 
$13,600. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 


17-66) —‘Falcon Coeds” (RKO) plus 
Vaughn Monroe orch. Flesh portion 
mainly responsible for fancy $17,500. 
Last week, second round of “Higher 
Higher” (RKO) and vaude, all right 
$13,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 17- 
55)—“Butler’s Sister” (U). Popular 
Durbin film up to lush $16,000. Last 
week, second of “Riding High” (Par) 
(2d wk), steady $11,800 after big 
opening round at $15,800. 

Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-50)— 
“Mad Ghoul” (U). Average $4,000. 
Last week, “Hands Across Border” 
(Rep), nicely placed for $4,400. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— 
“Fellow, Mr. Smith” (U). Attracting 
some trade at $4,500. Last week, 
“Tornado” (Par), mild $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680; 17-55)— 
“The Ledger” (20th) (2d wk). Strong 
click here continuing the socko trade 
of opening round with stout $8,500. 
First was $10,600, way over expecta- 


tions. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)—“No 
Time Love” (Par). Clicking brightly 
at $17.000. Last week, “Destination 
Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk), good $10,300. 

Valencia (Loew’'s-UA) (1,480; 17- 
55)—“Lost Angel” (M-G) (move- 
over). Some action at $3,500. Last 
week. “Thousands Cheer” (M-G), 
good $3,200 on m.o. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$641,500 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


WOW 
DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 25. 

Top money is being registered by 
“The Lodger,’ backed by “Sing a 
Jingle” as second feature, day-dating 
the Denver and Esquire. “No Time 
for Love” is making the best all- 
round showing at the small-seater 
Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) and “Swing 
Blues” (Col), after week at each 
Denver, Esquire. Big $8,000. Last 
week, “Old Acquaintance” (WB) and 
“She’s for Me” (U), from Denver, 
Esquire, fine $7,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-65)— 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) and “Gang- 
way Tomorrow” (RKO), after Or- 
pheum week. Okay $2,000 in three 
days. Last week, “Thousands Cheer” 
(M-G) and “Seventh Victim” (RKO), 
after two weeks at Orpheum, fine 
$5,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-65)— 
“No Time Love” (Par). Big $14,500, 
and holds. Last week, “Riding High” 
(Par) and “Minesweeper” (Par) (4th 
wk), strong $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (5,525: 30-65)—“The 
Lodger” (20th) and “Sing a Jingle” 
(U), day-date with Esquire. Grand 
$15,000. Last week, “What a Woman” 
(Col) and “Swing Blues” (Col), same 
as Esquire, big $18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-65)—‘‘The 
Lodger” (20th) and “Sing a Jingle” 
(U), also at Denver. Good $3,500. 
Last week, “What a Woman” (Col) 
and “Swing Blues” (Col), also at 
Denver, fine $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 30-65)— 
“Best Foot Forward” (M-G) and 
“Coastal Command” (RKO). Solid 
$13,500. Last week, ‘‘Higher*Higher” 
(RKO) and “Gangway “Tomorrow” 
(RKO), nice $13,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-50)— 
“Hi Diddle” (U) and “Klondike Kate” 
(Col). Nice $8,000. Last week, 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U), robust at 
around $12,000, and above expect- 


ancy. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—“Old 
Acquaintance” (WB) and “She’s for 


“Gang’s Here” (20th), via Denver, 
Esquire, Aladdin route, $3,500. 


ADAMS’ CLEARANCE SUIT 


A. Adams, operator of the Park 
Lane theatre, Hackensack, N. J., has 
filed suit in the New Jersey State 
court against Metro and the Skouras 
theatres. 

He is 
clearance. 


seeking adjustment of 


week. “Ali Baba and 40 Thieves” 
Escape” (Col), 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) 
are the big newcomers. 


from “Madame Curie” (M-G), 


for “Flesh and Fantasy” (U), 
(WB) and “Phantom of Opera” (U), 


“Ali Baba” looks a sock $49,500 on preem in three 
“Escape” is nice $26,000 in two Boston 
“Miracle” scored a wham $100,000 on its first 
session at the N. Y. Paramount with a stage layout. 
“Seabees” looms a strong $20,000 in Chicago. 
“Lodger,” at a terrific $104,000 in N. Y., looks big 
$18,500 in two Denver spots, okay on Detroit move- 
over and stout $8,500 in second Baltimore session after 
“Curie,” showing probably 
spots covered by 


L. A. spots. 
houses, 


sock $10,600 initial week. 
the biggest array of bookings in key 
“Variety,” is great $43,000 in two 
smash $22,000 to pace K. C., wham 


apolis. 


“Tokyo,” doing strongly on holdover in K. C., Wash., 
Det., Frisco, Cincy, L, A., is big $25,000 in Chicago and 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Batch of new features starting out in several keys 
is giving the boxoffice picture a brighter glow this 
(U), “None Shall 
“Miracle of Morgan's Creek” 
and “The Lodger” (20th) 
Considerable lift also comes 
“Destination 
(WB), “What a Woman” (Col), “No Time for Love” N. Y., 
(Par), “Higher and Higher” (RKO), 
(U), “Govt. Girl’ (RKO), “North Star” (RKO), which 
were out in keys previously, plus additional playdates 
“Old Acquaintance” 


bright $22,000 in Balto, rousing $22,500 in Cleve., great 
$30,900 in Philadelphia, huge $108,000 in N. Y. on sixth 
week, and solid second weeks in Wash. and Indian- 


terrif $39,000. 


(Par), ing in Louisville 


N. Y. “Butler’s 
Tokyo” 
“Butler’s Sister” 
Frisco. 
$14,000, 


Seattle. 
“Flesh” shapes 


strong $27,000 in 
in Omaha. 


“Jack London” 


Boston theatres, 
$23,000 in Prov., 


with band. 


sock $52,000,in fourth N. Y. sesh. 
same category, only new opening being Detroit, where 
“No Time Love” still continues its brisk 
showings in some six keys. 


“Woman” is in the 


“Higher” looks outstand- 
with big $13,000 and good $30,000 in 
Sister” is pacing L. A. with giant 


$54,000 in two spots, and lush $16,000, Balto. 

“North Star,” still going strong on extended run in 
currently looks fine $31,000 in Philly and lofty 
$25,000 in Newark. 


It’s solid on holdover in Chi and 


“Govt. Girl’ is leading film in Cincy at nice 
strong $15,500 in Pitt. 


and great $15,000 in 


lusty $14,000 in K, C. and smart in 


Montreal, Washington and Buffalo on second stanzas. 
“Acquaintance” is leade® in Seattle and Montreal and 


Boston. “Phantom” is fancy $10,500 


“Northern Pursuit” (WB) is nice in Prov. 
and solid $23,000 to lead Cleve. pictures. 


(UA) looks big $22,000 in Pitt and 


also Buffalo, both paired with bands. “Lifeboat” (20th) 
is resounding $30, 
Are Your Children?” 
second N. Y. week, also is strong for second sessions 
in Pitt and Denver. 
lush $19,000 to lead Buffalo straight filmers. 
Come Lately” (UA) shapes great $53,000 in Chicago 
“Casanova in Burlesque” (Rep) heads for 
mighty $28,000 in Chi 


000 on second N. Y. 
(Mono), 


stanza. “Where 
with big $25,000 in 


“Gang’s All Here” (20th) looms 
“Johnny 


with stagebill. “Bell Tolls” 


(Par) looks for a new record at $30,000 in Newark. 


sesh, 


“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) is big $68,000 on fifth N. Y. 


“Ali Baba” Sockeroo $49,500 for 3 
L. A. Spots; “Butler's Sis” Lush 546, 
“Love” Fast MAG, 3d, 


Both in Two 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Despite a rainy weekend and only 
two new pictures, firstruns will come 
close to hefty $234,000 total. Leader 
currently is “His Butler’s Sister” 
with smash $54,000 at Pantages and 
RKO Hilistreet. Another Universal, 
“Ali Baba and 40 Thieves,” preem- 
ing at three West Coast houses, is 
close behind with rousing $49,500. 

All others are holdovers with 
“Heat's On,” despite bad press, 
clicking nicely at $19,500 in three 
spots after a stout initial stanza. Or- 
pheum, now with straight film pol- 
icy, took “Madame Curie” solo after 
five weeks’ showing in town and reg- 
istered $17.000, the normal figure, for 
theatre with films, vaude and some 
bands. “No Time for Love” is strong 
$29,500 in third sessions at the two 
Paramounts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 85- 
$1.65)—“Song of Bernadette” (20th) 
(Sth wk). Okay $8,500. Last week, 
nice $9,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 45- 
90)—“Ali Baba 40 Thieves” (U) and 
“Sing a Jingle’ (U). Fancy $15,500 
or over. Last week, “Jack London” 
(UA) and “Swingtime Johnny” (U), 
neat $12,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 45-90)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk). 
Nice $14,000. Last week, big $17,000. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1.535: 45-90)— 
“Heat's On” (Col) and “Is Everybody 
Happy?” (Col) (2d wk). Okay $4,- 
000. Last week, trim $9,900. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 45-75)— 
“Jack London” (UA) and “Swings 
time Johnny” (U). So-so $3.000. Last 
week, “Government Girl” (RKO) 
and “Holmes Spider Woman” (U), 
big $6,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85)—~— 
“Seventh Victim” (RKO) and “Ghost 
Ship” (RKO) (5th wk). Good $3,000. 
Last week, excellent $3.600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 45-90)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk). 
Neat $10,000. Last week, good $11,000. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,200: 
45-90)—“‘Heat’s On” (Col) and “Is 
Everybody Happy” (Col) (2d wk). 
— $12,000. Last week, grand $21,- 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200: 40-75)— 
“Curie” (M-G). Strong $17,000. Last 
week, “Government Girl” (RKO) 
and “Holmes Spider Woman” (U), 
solid $15,200. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)— 
“Butler’s Sister” (U) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO). Terrific $26.500. 


Last week, “Tender Comrade” (RKO) 
(3d wk-9 days) and “Swing Out 
Blues” (Col) (1 wk-9 days), sweet 
$13,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (2,389: 45-90)— 
“No Time Love” (Par) (3d wk) and 
“Hands Across Border” (Rep). Ex- 
cellent $18,000. Last week, with “Tor- 
nado” (Par) (2d wk), stout $23.000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 45-90) —"“No Time Love” (Par) 
(3d wk). Fine $11,500. Last wéek, 
strong $12.700. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 45- 
90)—“Rutler’s Sister” (17) and “Ranke 
ies Burma” (RKO). Smash $27.500. 
Last week, “Tender Comrade” (RKO) 
(3d wk-9 days) and “Swing Out 
Blues” (Col) (1 wk-9 days), excel- 
lent $18.000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1.372; 45-90)—“Heat’s 
On” (Col) and “Is Everybody Hap- 
py?” (Col) (2d wk). Nice $3,500. Last 
week, big $7,200. 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 45-90) 
—‘Ali Baba 40 Thieves” (U) and 
“Sing a Jingle” (U). Great $24,500. 
Last week, “Jack London” (UA) and 
Johnny” (U), swell $20,- 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 85- 
$1.65)—“Song of Bernadette” (20th) 
(5th wk). Forte $15,500. Last week, 
nice $16,700. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 45-90)— 
“Ali Baba 40 Thieves” (U) and “Sing 
a Jingle” (U). Fancy $9.500. Last 
week, “Jack London” (UA) and 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U), good $7,- 


100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 45-90)— 
“Jack London” (UA) and “Swing- 
time Johnny” (U). So-so $3.500. Last 
week, “Curie” (M-G) (5th wk), great 
$6.400 for finale week. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 45-90)—"“Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk). 
Sturdy $8,500. Last week, first-rate 
$9,000. 

Gets Another Toot 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Raoul. Walsh signed a new diree- 
tor contract at Warners. 

Currently he is piloting the Jack 
Benny starrer, “Tre Horn Blows at 
Midnight.” 


RICKETSON’S APPOINTMENT 


Frank H. “Rick” Ricketson, Jr., 
head 6f the Fox-Intermountain cir- 
cuit, was appointed a member of the 
board of the National War Fund in 
New York, Monday (24). : 

Ricketsonr is the only showman on 
the National War Fund board aside 
from Spyros Skouras who is on 
Greek War Relief. 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1944 VARIETY 


“Ginger Rogers in emotional yarn 
geared for smash box-office.” —Variety 


“Packs box-office kick... sure-fire ... 
Ginger Rogers at her best.’”—Film Daily 


“Finest appearance Ginger Rogers has 
ever made ... Will attain record-break- 
ing box-office success.” 

—Hollywood Reporter 


“Due for topline biz in all bookings 
and rates holdovers for solid box- 
office.” —Hollywood Variety 


“Ginger Rogers has one of her best 
roles ... Holds wide-spread appeal... 
excellently performed.” 

—Motion Picture Daily 


“Comedy and pathos ...a triumph 
for the star, and satisfaction for her 
countless admirers.” 

—Motion Picture Herald 


“The woman’s picture of the year... 
Touching love story ranks with the 
best.” —The Exhibitor 


field day for women . . . destined 
for excellent box-office career.” 
—Showmen’s Trade Review 


ADVERTISED 


BY THE “SHOWMAN’S COMPANY” IN 
LIFE, LOOK, LIBERTY, WOMAN’S HOME 
COMPANION AND FAN MAGAZINES 


TOTAL 


‘ 
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P 
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, RADIO 
| 
Patricia COLLINGE - Mady CHRISTIANS - Kim HUNTER - Jane DARWELL - Richard MARTIN 
Produced by David Hempstead * Directed by Edward Dmytryk 
Story and Screenplay by Dalton Trumbo 3 
OUR TWO BIG JOBS IN JANUARY: FOURTH WAR LOAN AND MARCH OF DIMES i" 


M. 


A BOND FOR EVERY SEAT! FOURTH WAR LOAN AND REMEMBER MARCH 


OF DIMES! 
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Honored Bondsmen of the Day | 


Hardie Meakin, RKO Keith's, 
Washington, D. C. Reports a lobby} 
stunt consisting of a blowup of the| 
theatre’s actual seating chart flanked 
by war trophy’s, including captured | 
enemy material and uniforms. 

Alexander G. Pluchos, RKO. 
Keith's, White Plains, N. Y. Arranged | 
a rally for employees of all major | 
establishments in town with stores | 
closed from 9 to 10 a.m. Also run-|! 
ning a baby contest with bonds as| 
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Las Cruces, N. M. Reports using a| 
special phone operator to call people 
in town with a personal message 
from the theatre urging them to buy 
their bonds right at the theatre. | 


Michael Evan, Vogue, East Chicago, | 
Ind. Arranged for huge Army show | 
with admission by bond purchase, 
only. Also arranged placed seat 
“honor roll” in lobby with names of, 
purchasers in seat spaces on a blow- | 
up. 

Oscar F. Nyberg, Fox, Spokane, , 
Wash. Arranged bond show called! 
“Heroes Night” with bond buyers 
dedicating their purchases to a Spo- 
kane service man. 

Al Meskis, Egyptian, Milwaukee. | 
Reports many organizations, in city | 
have agreed to hold their own bond 
shows (theatre parties) with the the- 


atre acting as the issuing agent. 
Many industrial plants. churches, 


women’s clubs and civic organiza- 
tions are participating in the plan. 

Tom Maine, Jefferson, Lafayette, 
La. Enlisted the aid of the local Boy 
Scouts and parishes in a community | 
drive with a contest among them for | 
the best bond-seller. | 

Harry H. Hunsaker, Granada, Reno, | 
Nev. Personal appeals to audiences 
from the stage. Made arrangements 
at the stores to have their employees | 
buy at the theatre, with the local 
Rotary Club cooperating on a house- 
to-house canvass. 

A. S. Grist, Bailey. Wilmington, 
N. C. Grab-bag auction and war} 
trophy auction held at theatre. Mili-| 
tary parade held on day of bond 
preem with speech by past National 
Commander of American Legion. 

George N. Hunt, Jr., Loew's, Louis- | 
ville, Ky. Reports using bond pledge | 


cards at all hotels and restaurants. 
Les N. Newkirk, Lincoln, Chey-| 
enne, Wyo. Arranged for business | 


men’s lunch, with plates selling for | 
bonds. | 

George Limerick, Cherokee. Enid, | 
Okla. Arranged for public presenta- | 
tion of the famous Six Horse Hitch} 
of Wilson & Co, to appear at two 
bond rallies. 

Harold D. Barnes, Capitol, Clinton, 
Ia. Using personal contact. direct 
mail, house-to-house canvassing. 

Reynold Wallach, Strand, Cumber- 


land, Md. Displaying a captured 
piarie “in tiie 
square, 

David T. Thomas, Center, Salt 


Lake City. Personal contact resulted 
in virtually a sellout for the Feb. 11 
bond preem. 

A. Adiman, Loew's 175th, N. Y. 
Personal contact getting satisfactory 
results from schools, churches, clubs 
and societies. 


Ben L. Strozier, Stevenson, Rock 
Hill, S. C . Theatre personnel making | 
rounds of friends, clubs and similar 
groups. 

Harry’ Botwick, State, Portland, | 
Me. Using CDVO organization for 


house to house canvass. 


Byron McElligott, Capitol, Aber- 


deen, S. D. Planned bond auction 
with articles promoted from mer- 
chants. 

Edward L. Reed, Strand. Provi- 
dence. Theatre decorated in bond! 
motif from front to back. 

M. F. Morrison, Strand, Dover, 
N. H. Contest held in all schools 


with every student competing for 
prizes, 

George A. Mason, Great Lakes 
Buffalo. Staging a “Mothers Night.” | 

S. Londer, Park Plaza, Bronx, 
N. Y. Arranged for merchandise auc- | 
tions. Boy Scouts and AWVS Corps | 
making house-to-house canvass. | 

Louis H. Kenney, State, East Mil- 
ton, Mass. Reports using telephone 
Canvass and direct mail appeal. 

Dillon D. Wolveron, Sylvan the- 
atre, Chelsea, Mich. Secured backing | 
of all local clubs and organizations | 
for bond preem. 

Hugh Martin, Colfax, South Bend, ; 
Ind. Arranged for special appear- 
ance of Guadalcanal hero. 

Bill Fowers, Wilma, Missoula, 
Mont. Auctions every Thursday dur- | 
ing drive honoring heroes and war | 
mothers. 

John W. Brady, Lyric. Blue Island. | 
Ni. All children admitted free if 


| 
they bring in completed stamp book | 
for a bond. 

C. V. Roberts, Empress, Fremont, | 
Neb. Parades arranged with schools, 
newspapers cooperating. 

Al Smith, State, Richmond, Calif. | 
Going after shipyards and industrial | 
plants. | 

Evan Thompson, Colonial, Pomp-| 
ton Lakes, N. J. Tied up with high | 
school as issuing agent. 

Harold de Graw, Palace, Oneonta. | 
N. Y. Giant rally with naval person- 
nel participating. 

Bob Anderson, Fox 
Caldwell, Ida. School 
Treasure Hunt under way. 

Harold E. Rice, Paramount, Den-/| 
ver. Contest to select Denver's 
theatre service staff honored mem- 
bers for bond sales. Staging a page- 
ant of war exhibits. 

Lee Sills, Kingsland, St. Louis, Mo. 
Honor scroll in lobby. 

Billy Yarbrough, Pal, Lyons, Ga. | 
Arranged for local State Guard to| 
cooperate with Army, ank 
speakers for big bond rally. 

A. R. Clausen, New Adler, Marsh- | 


American, 
children’s | 


| booth. 
Carl H. Siegel, RKO Midway, 
Forest Hills, N. Y. Selects three 


field, Wis. Arranged for an Army 
show to get radio outlet, 

Melvin Gaitskill, Paris, Paris, Ky. 
Using competitive clients in bond) 


servicemen out of audience then gets 
merchants or vet organization to 
sponsor game with every $500 or $1,- 
000 bond carrying a carton of ciga- 
rets. 

Paul Hudgins, Rio,- Corsicana, 
Texas. Arranged a Boy Scout treas- 
ure hunt for stamp books; special 
children’s matinee; contest among 
employees. 

Lloyd C. Denton, Rex, Caliente, 
Nev. Farm to farm canvass with a 
fleet of jalopies manned by local 
volunteers and high school kids. 

William W. Ward, Congress, Wash-| 
ington. Direct mail campaign, jeep | 
and Army band rally in front of the- 


atre, platoons of children making 
house to house canvass. 
Kenneth D. Bruce, Granada,: 


Kansas City. Concentrating on small 
denomination bonds, local women’s | 
organizations manning the booths at 
all times, 

Herman Kopf, Waller, Laurel, Del. 
Arranged with high schools to have 
pupils man booths. 


with the film industry in the cam- 
paign. 

A Rudy Vallee bond show at the 
Academy theatre, Inglewood, Calif., 
resulied in the sale of 1,364 war 
bonds totalling $201,569. 

Forest Hills theatre, Forest Hills, 
N. Y., sold 981 war bonds for a total 
of $59,275 up to Jan. 21. 

In Chicago, John Garfield and 
Jinx Falkenberg sold $75,000 at the 
McKinley High School. 

In Washington, Jack Fox, mana- 
ger of Loew’s Columbia was the first 


to sell a bond for every seat. House | 
capacity is 1,174. 
‘he Brockton theatre, Brockton, | 


Mass., seating capacity of 1,700, sold | 


two “E” bonds for every seat. 

At least three times as many the- 
atres are selling bonds for the Fourth 
War Loan in Montana than during 


set in the State of Washington. 

In Minnesota over 151 preems have 
already been reported set. 

Feb. 8 has been designated “Free 
Movie Day” in Massachusetts. 

In Little Rock a German helmet 


| taken from a Nazi prisoner in Sicily 


will be awarded to the first Arkansas 
exhib who reaches 100° of his bond 
quota. 

Tone’s 40 Dates 


Franchot Tone, opening a_ bond 


tour in Philadelphia, is scheduled to” ~ 


make 40 appearances. 


Five more screen players have 


j}been added to the Bombardier group. | 
| They are: Fred MacMurray, Frances 
| Dee, 


Anne Baxter, Anthony Quinn 
and Sheila Ryan. 

Identification cards are being is- 
sued to bond buyers at Fox West 
Coast theatres. 

In tichmond, Va., Robert P. 
Beamer, manager of the Pulaski the- 


; atre, has sold one ‘E’ bond for each 
| of 545 seats in the house and expects 


to double the sale before the drive 
ends. 

Porter Hall and Lois Andrews, ap- 
pearing at the Madison theatre, 
Peoria, Ill.. sold 1,739 ‘E’ bonds for a 
total of $231,315. 

An. all-soldier 
theatre, New 


show at the Yale 
Haven, capacity 670 
seats, sold out. Admission price was 
$1,000 bond. Same show will be pre- 
sented at the Poli, New Haven, 3.000 
seating capacity, Feb. 26. 

RKO exchange, Washington, first 
exchange to come through 100% in 
bond sales among employees there. 

Jinx Falkenberg, appearing at the 


1860 Bond Preems 


Continued from page 4 


Division of the U. S. Treasury De- ! 
partment, was guest of honor. 

Newsreels undertook to produce’ 
and release special subjects concern- 
ing the bond drive twice weekly for | 
the duration of the campaign. | 


RKO’s $530,000 
* Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Top studio, at close of the first | 


| week of the War Loan drive is RKO | 
| with purchases totalling $530,000. 


Amount represents bonds bought! 

by corporation and employees. 
Skelton’s $1,981,500 
Houston, Jan. 25. 

Red Skelton planed out of Los An- 
| geles immediately following 
| broadeast Tuesday night, arrived in 
Houston Wednesday afternoon and 
sold $1,981,300 worth of bonds at 


. : ‘ee rallies conducted at war plants 
Six different types of bond preems Ed 

being &eld in Wisconsin thea- | 
| tres | Skelton, script writer, who assisted 
i is program, an apt. Lowell | 
Some 30 bond preems have been | his program, and Capt. L , 


| May. of Reese, Texas, co-pilot of the | 
| bomber Renaissance, inspiration of | 
| the song “Coming In On a Wing and | 
a Prayer.” 
| They left Houston Thursday to} 
hold rallies in Dallas, Oklahoma | 
City and Tulsa, planning to return) 
, to California Sunday. Skelton will 
| be one of the stars in Washington 
for the March of Dimes show. 


In the Northwest 
: 
Exclusive of the Paramount chain 
and a number of other of the larger 
| circuits. 160 Minnesota theatre bond 
premieres already have been set, a 
record number for any of the war 
bond campaigns. North and South 
Dakota also are coming through in 


|N. Y., succeeding Brooks, who has 


| ager. 


| plans not announced. Boyd T. Spar- 


his! 


| years manager of the Drive-In thea- 


record breaking fashion and the co- | 


operation all along the line is the 
best yet, according to John J. Friedl, 
War Activities Committee chairman. 

At the first Minnesota bond pre- 
miere, in the small town of Litch- 


field near here, the Hollywood oat 


atre sold $62,800 of bonds. 
ler, Valley City, N. D., theatre own- 
er, already has sold $200,000 of bonds 
through his own efforts and claims 
the showmen championship of his 
| slate. 
‘North Star's’ 25G Preem 
Atlanta, Jan. 235. 

War bond premiere showing of 
'Goldwyn’'s “The North Star” 
neat $25,000 take last Thursday (20) 
night. Pix is skedded to open regu- 
here at Rialto, where pre- 


lar run 
| miere was held. 


National Retail Further Association | 


banquet in Chicago last week. ac- 
counted for the sale of $2,000,000 in 
war bonds, 


In a city-wide Newark bond drive | 


tied up with the premiere of “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls’ at the Para- 
mount theatre there, a total of 1,946 
bonds were sold for a gross of over 
$250,000, according to Adam A. 
Adams. operator of the house. 
Newsreels’ Pledge 


All of the newsreels pledged their 
support to the Fourth War Loan 


campaign at a luncheon tendered by | 
Charles P. Skouras, chairman of the | 


industry’s drive, at the St. Moritz 
hotel, N. Y., Monday (24). Ted Gam- 
ble, chairman of the War Finance 


Jose Back for More 


John Pil-| 


| 
| 


did a} 


Geo. Trilling New N. Y. Film Bookers 
Club Prexy; Other Exchange Briefs 


George Trilling, assistant to Bernie 
Brooks, head booker of the Fabian 
circuit, is the new president of the 
Motion Picture Bookers Club of 


held the office for two years. 
He and other officers for 1944 were 


| installed at a dinner Monday night | 


(24) at the Cafe Loyale, others being | 
Irving Ludwig, booker for the Rugoff 
& Becker circuit, vice-president; 
Peverly Marlowe, of the Dave Snap- 
per circuit, second v.p.: Etta Segal, 
of Monogram, treasurer, and Anna 
Plisco, booker for Republic, financial 
secretary, 


Fox-Midwest Changes. 
Kansas City, Jan. 25. 

Changes at Fox-Midwest include 
permanent appointment of Senn 
Lawler as manager of District No. 1, 
Ed Haas of District No. 2, and Jim 
Long of District No. 5. 

Claud Morris has resigned from 
Fox-Midwest and is now with United 
Artists, handling publicity. 

Ray Newman new manager of the 
Admiral, succeeding R. B. Kirkham. | 


M.C. Goes Mer. 
San Antonio, Jan. 25. 
Jack Mitchell, co-m.c. of the Inter- 
state Theatres’ Sunday “It’s Show- 
time” airing, heard for a half hour 
over the Texas Quality Network, 
named asst. manager of the ace local 
Interstate house, Majestic, according 
to E. E. Collins, Interstate City man- 


Bill Elder Vice McManus 

Managerial shifts and promotions 
in Loew's out-of-town theatres an- | 
nounced by J. R. Vogel: William El- 
der, manager of Loew’s Palace, In- 
lianapolis, appointed manager of | 
Loew’s Midland, Kansas City, replac- | 
ing John McManus, resigned. Mc- 
Manus, veteran Loew manager, will 
join his family on the Coast; future 


row, manager of Loew's Park, Cleve- 
land, succeeds Elder in Indianapolis. | 
Abe Ludacer, asst. manager Capitol, 
N. Y., into Cleveland vacancy. 


Aiken Succeeds Fry 
Atlanta, Jan. 25. 

William C. Aiken this week took 
over as manager of Loew’s Grand, 
succeeding Boyd Fry, now an ensign 
in U. S. Navy. Aiken, well known 
in show biz here having been con- 
nected with Publix operations in 
early 1930s, comes to Atlanta from 
Loew’s Broad, Columbus, Fry has 
been at Grand for past year and a 
half. 

Mrs. Jessie Reese, formerly with 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol and Roxy, 
new manager at Garden Hills thea- | 
tre, recently purchased by William | 
Collins and associates from Ben | 
Miller. Collins group also owns and 
operates de luxe Buckhead (nabe) 
and string of houses in North 
Georgia towns. 

Mrs. Edith Petersen, manager of 
Buckhead, proudly announces she is 
now a grandmother, child: being 
born to her daughter, Mrs. J. H. 
Anderson. 

Dempsey’s New Berth 
Toledo, Jan. 25. 
Jim Dempsey, for the past three 


tre near Maumee, named manager of | 
the State, succeeding Elmo Schaus- | 
ten | 

Harry Klotz, formerly manager of | 
Loew’s Esquire, named manager of 
Loew’s Broad, Columbus, O., suc- 
ceeding William Aiken, now man- 
ager of Loew's Grand, Atlanta, Ga. 
Carl Rogers, formerly manager of 
Loew’s Cranada, Cleveland, becomes 
manager of Esquire. 


Coffey Made Director 
Kenton, O., Jan. 25. 

Carl Coffey, manager of the Ken- 
ton theatre, has been elected a di- 
rector of the Kenton Amusement Co., 
to fill a vacancy created by the death 
of G. H. Foster. Boyd W. Fair was 
reelected president. 


Hart Heads Court Corp. 
Auburn, Ind., Jan. 25. 
Court Theatre Corp. at its annual 
meeting clected: H. E. Hart. presi- 
dent; R. Wayne Smith, vice-presi- 
dent; and D. C. Schaab, secretary- | 
treasurer. Directors include Hart, 


English Films, Inc., N. Y., which im. 
ported and is distributing the British- 
made ‘Jeannie.’ Picture’ recently 
played an engagement at the Little 
Carnegie, N. Y. 

Miss Goldstein is on general duties 
for English Films, including publicity 
and promotion work. 


Myers’ Philly Spiel 
Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Abram F. Myers, general counsel 
for Allied, will be main speaker at 
the annual meeting of Allied of 
Eastern Pennsylvania at the Hotel 
Warwick this afternoon (Tues. ). 

General industry problems will be 
discussed and officers for the coming 
Year will be elected. 


Unger With 20th-Fox 
Henry Unger, formerly booker for 


!the Skouras circuit in the east, has 


joined the 20th-Fox N. Y. exchange 
in charge of booking newsreels arid 


| shorts. 


held by 
the 


The spot was formerly 
Seymour Jonas, who's now on 
books for Monogram. 


Lipton’s Army Call 
Ups Rosenberg And 
Lipskin at Col. Pix 


Frank P. Rosenberg takes David 
Lipton’s place as ad-publicity-ex- 
ploitation directOr at Columbia Pice 
tures while the latter is in the Army, 


| appointment being effective Feb. 7. 


Rosenberg, who has been with Co- 
lumbia for about 13 years, has been 
exploitation director for the last two 
and a half years. 

Lawrence H. Lipskin, former copy 
writer at Columbia, returns next 
month as ad manager from Donahue 
& Co.. where he went last August, 
Lipskin also goes in Feb. 7. Harry K, 
McWilliams, who was named assist- 
ant to Rosenberg last week, will act 
as exploitation chief under the new 
setup. 

Hortense Schorr continues as pub- 
licity manager. 


REP HITS PHILLY BIG 


TIME WITH “SEABEES” 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Republic Pictures has finally hit 
big time in Philly with the opening 
of “Fighting Seabees” at the Stanley 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

It marks the first time that an in- 
dependent production has bowed in 
the house which is one of the prize 
deluxers in the Stanley-Warner 
chain and has the second highest 
seating capacity in the circuit. 

Exploitation treatment of the “Sea- 
bees” is onegof the. most elaborate 
ever given a film here by Warners. 


Len $ 


local 


announcements over the two 
50,000 watt stations KYW and 
WCAU. In addition the town was 
plastered with huge billboards; 5,000 
lines of advertising was taken in the 
dailies; 19 central-city store windows 
were decorated to call attention to 
the picture. 

In addition more than 100 Seabees, 
including several heroes of the outfit, 


have been invited to the premiere 
tomorrow. 
A special screening for critics, 


trade paper reps and Navy officials 
was held last week in the Variety 
Club. 


AL HORWITS HEADS U 
REALIGNMENTS IN N. Y. 


In a move to strengthen the east- 
ern ad-publicity-exploitation 
of Universal, John Joseph, ad-pub- 
licity chief, this week announced a 


setup 


string of promotions and additions 
to Maurice Bergman's staff. Al Hor- 


| Smith, Dan M. Link, W. K. Schaab, | wits, who has been on the field con- 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. | 


Jose Iturbi, symphony 


self again in Metro's “Dear Barbara,” 


wartime orchestras. 
First film role for Iturbi 


WB’s Solo in Feb. 


Warner Bros. is dropping 


Time” being made available Feb. 19. 
So far this season the company has 
been selling two a month. 


Charles Schaab and W. H. Schaab. 
U’s Two New- Salesmen 
Two additions to Universal’s sales 
staff were announced late last week. 
Isador Daynosky has been added to 


exchange, and Harry Gilbert } 


| joined “U,” working out of the De- | 


a tale of women who replace men in | 


wa® in| 
“Thousands Cheer,” on the same lot. | 


to al 
single release next month, “In Our} 


| 
} 


| 


troit office. 


Shepler’s Shift 
Wayne Shepler, former assistant 
manager of Loew’s State, St. Louis, 
appointed manager Majestic, Evans- 
— Ind. He replaces James Carey, 
rmy. 


— 


Belle Goldstein’s New Spot 
Belle Goldstein, for many years 
private secretary to Adolph Zukor, 
who was on the Coast for some time 
on talent scouting work, has joined 


tacting staff under Bergman, east- 
ern ad-publicity director, for the last 
14 months, has been promoted to the 
post of homeoffice publicity man- 
ager. Under Bergman, he also will 


hi cb ny conductor the staff working out of the Kansas | supervise radio activities, with David 
and concert pianist, will play him- ; City 


Carter, serving as special rep. 

Al Selig, vet in field exploitation,. 
has been named for the Washington 
territory, working under Hank Linet, 
executive assistant to Bergman, 
Harry McDonald, former theatre 
exec, becomes exploitation rep in 
New England. Other recent additions 
to the homeoffice staff include Harry 
Keller and Marie Slate, both placed 
on the publicity staff. Peggy Ma- 
honey, who joined U's homeoffice 
staff about a year ago, is contacting 
N. Y. newspapers. ; 
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Too Many Super-Reviews To Print In One Ad... 
Watch For Daily Installments In The Trade Papers! f 


This Is_A BIG One From” 


PARAMOUNT 


Our two big jobs in January: Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes. 
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. BY 1O%—FRIDAY TOPPED THURS. BY 12%—SAT. TOPPED FRIDAY BY 46%! 


starring 


BRACKEN 
BETTY HUTTON 


| 

DIANA LYNN 

WILLIAM DEMAREST 

PORTER HALL ana 
“McGINTY” and “THE BOSS” 


Written and Directed by 


PRESTON STURGES 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 26, 1914 


Hollivwood Tee Revue 
(MADISON SQ. GARDEN, N. Y.) 

Produced by Arthur M, Wirtz; 
William H. Burke, production direc- 
tor and general manager; choreog- 
raphy and staging, Catharine Little- 
field; costumes designed by Billy 
Livingston and executed by Brooks 
Costume Co.; music arrangements, 
Paul Van Loan; settings, Bruno 
Maine. Stars Sonja Henie; features 
Buford McCusker, Marshall Beard, 
Caley Sisters (2), Freddie Trenkler, 
Harper Flahkeviy. Joe Walters, Fran- 
kie Ward, Alex Lindgren, John Far- 
ris, William Carvel, James Carter, 
Eddie Bush, Caroline De Zurick, 
Freckles, Lyons, Jean Sturgeon, 
William’ Udell; Girls (31), Boys 
(16): Jack Pfeiffer Orch; opened at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., Jan. 
18, °43; $4.40 top. 


With major emphasis on Sonja 
Henie, topnotch production and ap- 
parently budgetless costuming, the 
seventh edition of the “Hollywood 
Ice Revue,” which opened at Madi- 
son Square Garden Tuesday (18), 
adds up to a colorful and fast-mov- 
ing spec which seems more elaborate 
than any previous item brought into 
New York by the Henie-Arthur 
Wirtz combine. It’s due for big re- 
turns, mostly based, of course, on the 
Henie draw. 

Miss Henie, with personality to 
spare, is backbone of show as far as 
audience reaction goes. Her ability 
to crack an audience down to size is 
as great as ever. Intricate dance 
patterns and flowing movements may 
be less evident than usual, but she 
offers» stylized tricks for an effect 
that's as telling as ever. 

Miss Henie looks best when sur- 
rounded by elaborate production. 
Her hulas in the “Song of the Is- 
lands” sequence necessitated three 
encores. In this bit she’s aided by 
a slick Hawaiian vocal and _ instru- 
mental trio which heightens the ef- 
fect. She also scores in the finale, 
with a Frenchy number. Her male 
partners in this show are Buford Mc- 
Cusker and Marshall Beard. With 
McCusker, she polishes off a smooth 
“Liebestraum” and an elegant tango, 
while Beard aids her in achieving a 
huge bit of palm-whacking with a 
Viennese waltz. Beard also puts 
over a Latin solo. 

The only number in which Miss 
Henie hits short of the target is her 
opener, in which she attempts to sell 
on the strength of her spins. 

Because of Miss Henie’s promi- 
nence in the show. few of the others 

et a whack at the ball. Freddie 

renkler is an exception and he pro- 
vides the comedy note in a show that 
could be improved with a more sus- 
tained humor, although his antic ef- 
forts compensate for a flock of in- 
ferior funnymen. In two spots, he 
chalks up distinct personal triumphs 
with surefire comedy. First turn is 
in solo, in which he displays a large 
assortment of comedic footwork, 
some of which necessitates leaps 
over the boundary and into the 
aisle, where he indulges in the by- 
now standard .gag of kissing a 
femme patron. Second routine is an 
ice variation of the awkward-squad 
gag, done in company with four line- 
boys, and he scores in a similarly 
handy fashion. 

Others who get some chance to 
shine are the Caley Sisters, two ex- 
cellent precision skaters who are 
long on looks. They get nice results. 
George Moore and Frankie Ward 

fiave a shot at comedy, earning a 
fairish hand, with Ward. a juve, later 
combining with Jeas Sturgeon in a 
cowboy number in which Miss Stur- 
geon displays some fancy spins for 
good results, 

Other than that, there’s a seeming 
dearth of higher-priced performers. 
What might have otherwise gone to 
talent is spent on production. In this 
department, Catharine Littlefield has 
endowed the proceedings with fast 
pacing and sock routines. But it 
seems odd that with Miss Littlefield’s 
background as a ballerina, there’s 
little ballet shown here. It may have 
been the material, what with the war 
and all, but a fine sweep of move- 
ment is never achieved in the pro- 
ductian numbers. At that the gals 
do provide pretty formations on the 
frozen surface. 

The Swiss. Hollywood, Viennese, 
Gay ’90, “Star Dust” and Parisian 
numbers are boffo for audience, the 
force of numbers and elegance of 
costumes being sufficient to bowl 
over the crowds. 

With capacity crowds in evidence 
auring this run at $4.40 top, and 
talent nut apparently not too heavy, 
the New York run ends Feb. 4, with 
Jan. 28, 29 and 30 being blacked 
out. Jose. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Jan, 21. 


Smiley Burnette, De Val, Merle & 
Lee, Neil Stanley & Marti, James 
Evans, Sam Jack Kaufmai's House 
Orch, Lynn Allison, Art Brown; 
“Corvette K-225” (U). 


That breath of the wide open 
spaces, Smiley Burnette, was in the. 
groove for this opening audience. 
Ambles on with a mandolin and cow- 
boy shoes, opens his line of patter in 
low gear but soon had ’em whistling. 
His eight-minute patter is a clicker, 
then he introduces another wind- 
blown saddle hopper while Smiley 
went down into the audience and 
enlisted a small boy to hold paper 
for some lively whip cracking. Fin- 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


ish is a mandolin and accordion 
background while Burnette sings. 
Finished with curtain speech for the 
March of Dimes collection. 

Neil Stanley and Merti satirize 
radio celebrities and do them well. 
Everything from Charley McCarthy 
to Barbara Stanwyck. Vera Vague 
and Jerry Colonna. De Val, Merle 
and Lee have some fun with ball- 
room dancers. Girl is light and 
graceful and act opens with straight 
dancing, then goes into broad bur- 
lesque to draw many laughs. James 
Evans juggles everything with 
feet from brilliant balls to full-sized 
bed. Act is sold well and went over 
big. 


Sam Jack Kaufman's overture this | 


week is from musicals with Lynn 
Allison doing the vocals. Art 
Brown's organlog leans heavily on 


comedy lyrics, registering solidly 
with the saddle shoe and sweater 


crowd. Finish is patriotic medley on 
war bonds. Good show. Good re- 
ception. Arke. 


Palace, Cleve. 
Cleveland, Jan. 21. 

Phil Regan, Jan Savitt’s Orch (19) 
with Buddy Welcome; Blair & Dean, 
Harry Savoy and Helene Holden; 
“Son of Dracula” (U). 

Army of hepcats made a com- 
mando-like aitack on the RKO de- 
luxer, nearly stampeding Phil Regan 
and Jan Savitt’s band at opener with 
one of the season’s worst displays 
of rowdy exhibitionism. 

Unruly kids, off on a school holi- 
day, went to work on Regan and 
totally disrupted the movie singer's 
act. Irish ex-cop was in swell vocal 
form, punching out ballads with 
strong, sweet tenor.. He got off ex- 
cellently with “NigHt and Day” and 
“Dear Little Boy of Mine.” It was 
when he went into “Hit Parade” 
numbers that the Sinatra-crazy mop- 
pets began drowning him out with 
a bedlam of shrieks, whistles, and 
insults. 

Regan kept his head admirably. 
Tried to pacify hecklers by quipping, 
“Wait ‘till I get hold of,that Sinatra 
guy when I get home,” but finally 
had to call off “My Heart Tells Me” 
because of the hullabaloo. He was 
in a particularly tough spot, with 
newspaper reviewers and theatre 
execs present, and worried that kids 
might riot if he rebuked them too 
harshly. ‘Singer neatly jumped the 
hurdle by sliding into lively, amus- 
ing version of “Danny-Boy,”’ which 
made them shut up long enough for 
rest of audience to enjoy it. 

Even when Savitt’s crew came on, 
and Jan’s an old hand at keeping 
crowds under control, it was hard 
at times to decide whether the paid 
entertainers or noisy jitterbugs were 
giving the show. Latter nearly 
shrieked Buddy Welcome off the 
stage as he put “Shoo Shoo Baby” 
and “Short, Fat and 4-F” in a hot 
groove. avet rotund clarinetist man- 
aged to sing louder than they could 
yell. 

Despite interruptions, the new 19- 
piece outfit impressed with ability to 
play sweet, hot and swing to any- 
body’s taste. Six-piece string sec- 
tion’s work in lending a velvet qual- 
ity and rich harmonic complexity to 
a Gershwin medley is topshelf item 
that drew a terrific ovation, Out- 
bursts of young jivers during ‘9:20 
Special” and “Carmen” was so dis- 
tracting that Savitt wisely took some 
of the heat off his closing “One 
O'Clock Jump.” 


with first-rate soft-shoe work. Harry 
Savoy & Helene Holden, who missed 
first performance because of delayed 
train, give show its only laughs. 
Savoy’s shrewdly timed comedy hits 
the button. Bill is dressed up by 
David Bines’ attractive red setting, 
and by his special lighting. effects 
that gave band’s blues numbers more 
vividness. Pull. 


RKO. Boston 
Boston, Jan. 20. 
Phil Spitalny’s Orch (26) 
Béatrice Howell, Clawson Triplets; 
“Sherlock Holmes and Spider Wo- 
man” (U), 


As neat a piece of showmanship as 
might be encountered along. the 


vaude circuits, Spitalny’s all-girl out- | 


fit under the general heading of 
‘Hour of Charm” seldom fails to click 
with the big houses it draws, 

Current Hub routine differs little 
from previous visits. Show, how- 
ever, is well-rounded musical enter- 
tainment, and addition of Beatrice 
Howell for a howling sesh of mim- 
icry lends the show just the right 
dose of humor. 

Spitalny guides the show smoothly 
and gives the girls the proper right 
send-off to put the audience on their 
side. The girls, in diaphanous garb. 
halt the affair on visual attraction 
alone. 

Show opens with a medley of pa- 
triotic songs. Viola follows with a 
skin-beating sesh to click; Francine 
sings sentimentalized version of “Ave 
Maria”; Evelyn fiddles “Begin the 
Beguine”; the Clawson triplets war- 
ble “Stage Door Canteen”; Patsy digs 
in with jitterbug songs, and Vivian 
does a medley from the “Merry 
Widow.” They all take high-pressure 
plaudits. and combine in a grand 
finale consisting of “Stars and Stripes 
Forever” replete with technicolor 
flags of the United Nations revolving 
on the screen. Biz very good at the 


opener, takes rising to pre-holiday 
levels. Elie. 


his | 


plis | 


| Paramount, N. Y. 


Johnny Long Orch (14) with Patti 
Dugan, Gene Williams; Allen & 
Kent with Emma Francis, Gil Lamb 
with Bob Coffey, Hazel Scott, “Mira- 
cle of Morgan’s Creek” (Par), re- 
viewed in “Variety” Jan. 5. 


Show Paramount coupled with 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek,” a sur- 
prise package that drew rave notices 
from daily reviewers and doing 
SRO business, is a lukewarm affair 
in and out in effectiveness. Overall, 
though, it’s pleasing enough from 
the average patron’s viewpoint and 
the enthusiasm generated by the film 
will more than cover the stage 
show's deficiencies, 

In these difficult days it’s unfair 
to censure a bandleader too heavily 
for a poor musical performance. 
Many maestros, for example, have 
been forced to shelve for the dura- 
tion arrangements they cannot play 
because the calibre of musicians 
that can interpret them is gone with 
the war. Long’s combo five 
brass, five sax, three rhythm is 
probably in the same boat with 
many others, but he asked for tne 
spot he’s now in by changing his 
style last summer from semi-sweet 
to swing. which requires better mu- 
| sicians, better arrangements, etc. 

Performance of Long’s outfit here 
is anything but satisfactory and it is 
playing arrangements that might 
have been turned out by an ama- 
teur. Among others, he does an in- 
| terpretation of “Holiday for Strings” 
that turns an otherwise exciting 
melody into a bore. Long has two 
singers, Patti Dugan and Gene Wil- 
liams, both pretty capable, each of 
whom is wasted because of inept ac- 
companiment. Miss Dugan does 
“Take It Easy,” “Shoo-Shoo Baby”; 
Williams, “How Sweet You Are,” 
“For First Time” and “Do Nothing.” 

Three acts accompanying the 
band are led off by Allen and Kent, 
with Emma Francis, middle-aged 
dancer, who present modern and 
oldtime dances. Allen and Kent 
lead off with a tap routine, then 
bring on Miss Francis for a cake- 
walk and jitterbug exhibition. It’s 
a fair terp turn that goes over as 
nicely as it does strictly on the 
novelty angle of Miss Francis’ lively 
stepping and occasional handsprings. 

Gil Lamb, who has increased his 
stature considerably during the past 
year’ or two with successful film 
roles, does the act he was using 
prior to his Hollywood trip. He has 
done the same material and the 
same bits of business at least twice 
before in this house. Yet his take- 
off on a Par jitterbug, and the har- 
monica business, earns him a solid 
and deserved reception. Bob Cof- 
| fey, harmonica tooter who ‘has been 
| with Lamb for some time, gets in 


| his usual one good inning with 
| “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
| Hazel Scott finishes up. An at- 


Negress, beautifully 
gowned, she starts rolling at the 
mike with a vocal of “I Never 
Knew,” then shifts to the piano to 
work over a trio of blues and boogie 
pieces. Customers loved it all. 

Biz big. Wood. 


Roxy, N. Y. 
“Chamber Music Society of Lower 
| Basin Street” with Paul Lavaile Orch 
| (35), Milton Cross; Helen Forrest, 
| Maurice Rocco, Jack Durant, Hal Le 
| Roy, 4 Little Sisters, Whitey’s Co- 

Roxyettes (24): “The 
(20th-Fox), reviewed in 
“Variety” Jan. 5, 


| tractive 


While most of the talent on this 
+ bill are repeaters at this house, pro- 
| duction and new material provide 
enough freshness for excellent over- 
all effect. It’s a full-bodied, highly 
satisfactory layout topped by radio’s 
Chamber Music Society of Lower 
Basin Street, with Helen Forrest as 
|} an added extra attraction. 

Miss Forrest generates most 
terest. This is her N. Y. preem as a 
single. She has been around locally 
as chirper for Harry James and 
Artie Shaw, but ‘has since deserted 
band-vocalist. ranks and is in the 
tall coin with a highly listenable 
style, groovey arrangements and 
| good sense of showmanship. High- 
spot is her “Besame Mucho” with a 
lush fiddle background which ac- 
centuates the tune’s pashy motif. Also 
| does “No Love, No Nothin’” and a 
{| medley of songs she recorded while 
with James. Miss Forrest is be- 
comingly garbed, looks well as a 
blonde and registers from any angle. 
| Lavalle merges his outfit with the 
Paul Ash pit orch. 
| of talents, the outfit loses much of 
| its mobility but nevertheless is cap- 
able of listenable stuff. Milton 
Cross. emcee on the air-show, con- 
tributes his polite insults here for 
nice results. 

Other new talent on the bill is the 
Four Little Sisters, a Ben Yost 
group which has the stamp of the 
Yost belt-line. Renditions are me- 
chanical with little shading or sub- 
tlety. True, the college medley ‘has 
little call for coloring, but with 
their presentation style, it seems 
that they’d have a hard time with 
anything requiring interpretation 
and more than the usual amount of 
skill. They got a good reception. 


in- 


Maurice Rocco again does his 
standup piano-and-song _ session. 


using his powerful left hand to beat 
out sock boogie-woogie, while Jack 
Durant, abandoning his “Can Gable 
Do This” routine, presents a dance 
and gag stanza-that merits a couple 


In this gathering | 


of encores. Hal Le Roy, as usual, 
beats out finely delineated taps to 
score handily, and Whitey’s Co-Eds 
work with the Gae Foster line in 
knocking off a number to the music 
of “Carmen” that’s very much in 
the “Carmen Jones” manner. 

Show was originally set for two 
weeks, but has been forced to an 
added stanza. SRO wien caught. 

Jose. 


Stanley, Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. - 
Count Basie Orch (16), Jimmy 
Rushing, Bill Bailey, Shorty Davis, 
Thelma Carpenter; Apus & Estre- 
lita. Earle Warren; “Jack London” 
(UA). 


WB deluxer jnasn’t jumped like it 
did this afternoon (Friday) since 
the days of Benny Goodman and 
Artie Shaw. ‘The zoot suit and 
juke-box crowd was out in force 
and shook the balcony into convul- 
sions. It’s probably the  noisiest, 
most demonstrative mob the 
Stanley's history. 

Basie is a wizard at the keyboard. 
He plays a wicked piano and his 
band backs him with some wicked 
music. Made up of five saxes, four 
trombones, four trumpets, piano, 
drums and bass, it’s a solid outfit all 
the way. He cuts into all the syn- 
copated corners with craftily se- 
lected numbers and bangs out a 
session of solid swing. Brassiness, 
however, is sensibly minimized and 
Basie alternates with sweeter stuff. 

Surrounding show is only ‘so-so. 
In Bill Bailey and Shorty Davis, he 
has a couple of crack floofers who 
are distinctly different and don't 
compete with each other. Since 
Davis opens and Bailey closes, time 
difference would sufficient to 
make. any similarity negligible. 
Squat Jimmy Rushing gets by on 
,appearance. Didn't make any dif- 
ference with this crowd, as all a 
performer had to do was open iis 
mouth and he was over. 

Apus and Estrelita offer some 
corny gags and do some fair song- 
plugging. As a comic, the guy’s 
strictly. a mechanical gadget. The 
gal looks good, but can’t do much. 

Thelma Carpenter, Basie’s femme 
vocalist, makes a striking appear- 
ance and is okay on the pipes and 
Earle Warren doubles as a sax solo- 
ist and singer and scores on both 
ends. 

Orch’s contributions are all in the 
groove; it’s when the Count turns the 
stage over to his supporting turns 
that deflation sets in. Must be a 
shortage of good colored acts these 
days, since same thing was true here 
on last appearances of Cab Calloway 
and Duke Ellington. Cohen. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Gertrude Niesen, Griff Williams 
Orch (14) with Skip Ferrell; Henny 
Youngman, Phyllis Clare; “Johnny 
Come Lately” (UA), 


Bill this week is headed by Ger- 
trude Niesen, recently at the Chez 
Paree, and Griff Williams’ orch, who 
completed several months at the 
Palmer House. 

_ Williams uses several band novel- 
ties originated at the hotel stand, 
among theme “We're 1A Daddies,” in 
which baby dolls are used for com- 
edy effects along with the clever 
marionette idea where Williams ma- 
nipulates small figures of Paul 
Whiteman, Harry James, Toscannini. 
and other leaders as the band plays 
their brand of music. Goes over big. 

Band opener, “Oklahoma” medley 
which brought on Williams’ new vo- 
calist, “Skip” Ferrell, who contrib- 


utes “People Will Say We're in 
Love.” Also did “Temptation” and 
“Paper Doll” to register heavily. 


Ferrell has a splendid baritone voice 
but needs stage presence. Phyllis 
Clare followed with a couple of well- 
conceived tap routines to score, and 
Billy Blair, rotund bass player, put 
over “Ding Dong Dady” and “I Can’t 
Dance” with good comedy effects. 

Henny Youngman keeps the audi- 
ence in high spirits with clever gags, 
well delivered. Gets plenty of laughs. 
A hit. 

Gertrude Niesen wows ’em with 
her individualistic song styling. From 
“Take It Easy” she segues into an 
unusual arrangement of “Old Black 
Magic,” accompanied only by tom- 
toms, and then a medley including 
“Solveig Song,” “Macushla,* “Eli. 
Eli,” “Russian Marching Song” and 
others. Encores with “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama” for a sock hit. Morg. 


S. F. Tells 


Continued from page 1 


its region are too busy and crowded 
now to entertain you. War workers 
and Army and Navy personnel are 
taxing to capacity our hotels, 
restaurants, transportation and 
other facilities. Unless your need is 
imperative, please do not come to 
the San Francisco Bay Area until 
the war is won. 

“San Francisco is today the main 
port of embarkation on the West 
Coast and the world’s largest naval 
base. Bay Area shipyards are turn- 
ing out more ships of every kind 
than any other place in the world 
and war industries are working 
around the clock.” 


State, N. Y. 


Earl Carroll’s “Vanities.” with 
Barney Grant, Seiler & Seabold 
Costello Twins, Barbara & Dardy 
Moffet, Three Sailors, Earl Carroll 
Girls (17); “I Dood It” (M-G). 


On the credit side, this bill offers 
the japeries of the Three Sailors and 


permits sporadic glimpses of the 
Carroll girls, who, incidentally, 
aren't up to pulchritudinous 


standards of yesteryear, 

Barney Grant, who handles the 
emcee role with aplomb, sets the 
show’s keynote with opening intro, 
paving the way for a tripartite set 
of blackouts with boudoir implica- 
tions. Blending is a bit strong for 
the family trade, but skits get laughs, 

The Costellos, blonde lookalikes, 
are on for two dance sequences, after 
a clever introduction that has the 
audience guessing at their identities, 


Barbara & Dardy Moffet, stat- 
uesque lookers, to the fore, then, for 
eye appeal values. The Three 
Sailors bounce on for strong reaction 
with their standard knockabout rou- 
tine. Tars have eliminated their 
bowoff rope skipping stint, but curry 
enough laughs with their abbrevi- 
ated material. In a later bit, they're 
also manifest from the box and bal- 
cony, a la Phil Baker, in a standout 
cross-fire exchange with Grant. 

Seiler & Seabold are’ on and off 
throughout the show's proceedings, 
also wrapping up two _ individual 
sequences. Their inverted ski busi- 
ness is amusing, but pair could do 
with heftier material. Nevertheless, 
they click. 

Grant goes over well in a separate 
turn as a hillbilly guitar strummer 
and song seller. Material is fresh 
and fare is cleverly undersold, with 
no pressing for laughs although the 
characterization could have been 
milked for plenty. 

The line serves as an attractive 
background, coming on for four 
separate appearances. Per usual, 
ponies are decorative, adequately 
costumed, and well received. 

Jona. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, Jan, 21. 
Art Kassel Orch (11) with Gloria 
Hart & Jimmy Featherstone; Han- 
lon & Clark; Clayton & Phillips; 
Danny Drayson; “Return of Vam- 
pire’ (Mono). 


Art Kassel’s orch is the drawing 
card on the National’s new bill. 
Outfit has been in town before at 
night clubs, but this is first oppor- 
tunity for vaude patrons to give his 
crew the once-over. Kassel’s combo 
is a little more soothing than some 
of his predecessors. Doesn't lean too 
heavily on the brasses, although his 
bass is by an Oom-pa horn rather 
than a bull-fiddle. 

Handling the vocal chores are 
Gloria Hart and Jimmy Feaiher- 
stone, drummer. Miss Hart makes a 
good impression bringing to the 
stage a service man for a bit of by- 
play, to make him the object of a 
torch number. She goes over nicely. 
Jimmy Featherstone, leaving his 
drums, on occasion, gives out with 
“People Will Say.” 

Support is by three fairish vaude 
acts. Opener was Clayton & Phillips, 
mixed balancing team, with nothing 
sensational in their routines, but pro- 
viding a pleasing tee-off. 

Local faves, Hanlon & Clark. com- 
edy boy and girl pair are nicely re- 
ceived. Their material is corny, but 
the patrons were for them to the ex- 
tent of three bows. 

Danny Drayson closed the show 
with clicko gags and hoofing. Sums 
up as just a so-so bill, but patrons 
were in an appreciative mood. 

Lower floor was filled at last show 
Friday (21), Hold. 


Keith’s, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 22. 
DeMar .& Denise, Bill & Nancy 
Long, Jack Davis, Le Claires, Louis 
Tops, Sammy Sweet, Ed Resener 
House Orch; “Doctors Don't Tell’ 
(Indie). 


Keith’s, which has. been getting 
good results with menagerie »2cis, 
springs another one with plenty of 
novelty appeal in Louis Tops’ odd 
combination of a taiking crow and a 
versatile monkey, which shares ma- 
jor applause with the dance team of 
DeMar and Denise, who give the 
show a sophisticated zip. 

_Monk plays the piano, lights a 
cigaret and applauds his own act in 
a saucy. impudent manner to delight 
the kids, while the articulate bird 
catches a ball on his bill, smokes a 
cigaret and tells the audience his 
name. 

DeMar and Denise, smooth ball- 
room pair, hit the mark with a cou- 
og of smart, full-dress routines. 

heir waltz is tops. Bill and Nancy 
Long display plenty of grace and 
poise in their skillful posturing atop 
a large platform. The youngsters are 
good, 

Jack Davis gets solid rhythm out 
of his banjo with “Tiger Rag” and a 
service medley. - 

Sammy Sweet, English accented 
emcee, clicks with his impressions, 
best being an old lady on her first 
binge. The LeClaires get some fancy 
effects in an expert display of juxg- 


| ground, Biz okay when caught. 
‘ Corb. 


gling. Ed Resener’s band paces the 
|show nicely with a pleasing back- 
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| Show Biz’s “Second Front” 


Continued from page 1 


Corps, which will distribute motion 
pictures to keep the morale of the 
troops at a high level, and major dis- 
tribs in this country, who have been 
holding back several topflight films 
waiting for the big drive, are champ- 
ing at the bit as the zero hour ap- 
proaches. 

Reports from Great Britain for 
weeks have told of the convergance 
on London and other gathering 
points of radio newscasters, special 
events men and newsreel photogs. 
Now, it has literally got to a point 
where the boys are tripping over 
themselves waiting for things to pop, 
with new additions arriving daily. 

Ned Buddy, former manager for 
Paramount newsreel in Europe and 
now head of the European area 
newsreel pool for U. S. distribs, has 
arrived in London to take over direc- 
tion of invasion handling from the 
Algiers-Italy area. Other photogs en 
route to London for specific assign- 
ments with Allied armies include 
John Bockhorst, of Metro’s News of 
the Day; Robert F. Donohue, of 
Pathe, and Louis Cass, of Paramount. 
Jack Lieb, of News of the Day; Wil- 
liam Gerecke, of Paramount, and 
Howard Winter, of Pathe, are now 
in this country, but will likely be 
found in Europe when things start 
popping. 
Radio 

Radio coverage will be thorough. 
Edward R. Murrow, CBS London 
bureau manager, has just welcomed 
two new additions to his staff from 
the U. S.— George Moorad and 
Charles Shaw—bringing that web’s 
staff up to an estimated 15 men over 
there. George Hicks, the Blue’s 
European area manager, is expected 
back in London shortly from Italy 
to greet Tom Grandin, the newest 
addition to his staff from the U. S. 
Hicks will have from eight to 10 air 


reporters at his disposal. Ed Haacker 
arrived in Britain about a week ago, 
bringing the NBC staff at the dispo- 
sal of London bureau manager, Stan- 
ley Richardson, up to six newscasters 
and two newswriters. John Thomp- 
son is expected in London momen- 


potential invasion coverers under 
John Steele up to three experts, with 
Arthur Mann rounding out the trio. 

Army Signal Corps officers here 
are looking forward to better distri- 


are shown to troops free-of-charge, 
facilitated by direct shipment to Eng- 
land from whence they will be re- 
leased to invasion forces. 

Warners has “Passage to Mar- 
seille,” with Ingrid Bergman, Hum- 
phrey Bogart and Sydney Green- 
street, who also were the stars of 
“Casablanca,” ready to release when 
the time is ripe. Metro has two— 
“White Cliffs of Dover,” starring Irene 
Dunne, and “The Seventh Cross” 
starring Spencer Tracy and Signe 
Hasso—with themes appropriately 
timed for the holacaust. 

USO’s Stepped Up Plans 

Allocation of 40% of its budget to 
overseas and offshore units indi- 
cates that Camp Shows is preparing 
for the big military event. Camp 
Shows execs are taking cognizance 
of the fact that more entertainment 
for troops in foreign theatres of war 


‘will be needed this year and are 


drawing up plans accordingly. 

Scope of its contemplated 
creased activities abroad is indicated 
with the fact that last year, budget 
for putting on offshore units took up 
only 10° of CSI’s funds, Hike this 
year will not only go to entertaining 
troops in newly opened sectors, but 
will go toward furnishing units for 
areas already opened. 


Prior to 1943, a minute portion 


New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


bth WEEK 


CARY GRANT 
JOHN GARFIELD 


in Warner Bros. Hit 


On the Sereen 


6th Week 

Spencer TRACY 

Irene DUNNE | In Person 
in M-G-M's Kathrye GRAYSON 
| Richard HIMBER 
A Guy | and His Orch 


LOU HOLTZ 
and Others 


Named Joe’ 


“DESTINATION TOKYO” 
CHARLIE BARNET & Ore 


Also Ella Mae Morse 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley 


STRAND 


Merle OBERON e@ Geo. 
laird CREGAR 


| "The LODGER" 


| A 20th 


Plus A 
Big Stage 
| Show 


SANDERS 


Picture 
Ith Ave. 
& 
80th Bt. 


Century-Fox 


ROXY 


tarily from Algiers to bring Mutual's) 


bution of entertainment films, which! 


| Catlett, Roy Eldridge, Lionel Hamp- 


Ti} went to offshore troupes, but in- | f= 


creased military activities, including | 


| opening of fronts in Italy and new, 
‘theatres in 


the South Pacific, par-| 
layed the outlay to 10%. But cur- 
rent increase to 40% indicates that 
300% more greasepaint§ gladiator 
layouts will entertain away from 
the mainland, 

Another indication of CSI's in- 
creased emphasis on overseas work 
is provided with the fact that at 
the beginning of its current fiscal 
year Camp Shows intended to carry 
60 units for domestic consumption. 
With more offshore demands to con- 
tend with, because of a second front, 
this number has been halved and the 
difference will go to the overseas 
budget. 


Another factor showing size of in- 
creased overseas scope is provided 
with contrast between last year’s 
units and those put out in 1942, In 
1943, CSI put out 123 offshore units, 
involving 631 performers on 10% of 
its dough, while the year previous 
had only 27 outfits with 177 perform- 
ers. With a 40° budget, it is likely 
that around 500 shows will embark 
for overseas, 

It is believed that USO will have 
little difficulty in getting a sufficient 
supply of talent to entertain on the 
new fronts. Most acts made avail- 
able to them have already indicated 
willingness to serve wherever 
needed. 


 Jazzique 
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just completely forgot about the sec- 
ond half of the jam session. 


The concert, per se, was a disap- 
pointment albeit a great ballyhoo for 
Esquire. The Blue and other stations 
broadcast it, including the Coca-Cola 
“Spotlight” band session. Benny 
Goodman was piped in from Holly- 
wood, but somehow it’s apparent that 
even jam sessions had better be re- 
hearsed for the radio, else it becomes 
a clameroo, 

Louis Armstrong, Mildred Bailey, 
Barney Bigard, Al Casey, Sidney 


ton, Coleman Hawkins, Billie Holi- 
day, Red Norvo, Oscar Pettiford, Art 
Tatum, Jack Teagarden and Teddy 
Wilson jammed. 

First and second place winners 
were Armstrong, Cootie Williams, 
trumpet; Teagarden, Lawrence 
Brown, trombone; Goodman, Bigard, 
clarinet; Pettiford, Milton Hinton and 
Al Morgan (tied), bass; Hawkins, 
Johnny Hodges, sax; Norvo and 
Hampton tied on odd instruments; 
Tatum and Earl Hines, piano; Casey, 
Oscar Moore, guitar; Misses Holiday 
and Bailey, femme vocals; Sidney 
Catlett, Cozy Cole, drums; Armstrong 
and Leo Watson, male vocals; and the 
armed forces favorite; Artie Shaw, 
with Willie Smith-Dave Tough tiled 
for No. 2. 

Judges were chairmaned by Dr. 


civ MUSIC HALL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


IN PERSON 


| HOWARD 
Thurs., Jan. 27 | @ SHELTON 
ON SCREEN HARRIET 
Kay KYSER in HOCTOR 
0 
Swing JORDAN 


Marilyn Maxwell 


William Gargan and his Tympany 5 


Betty HUTTON 
Eddie BRACKEN 
in Paramount's 
‘The MIRACLE ef 
MORGAN'S CREEK’ 


In Person 
Johnny LONG 
& His Orchestra 
Hazel SCOTT 
Gil LAMB 


PARAMOUNT Times _Square—Mia- 


night Feature Nitely 
BLY 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBECK 


Continuous 


Popular Prices 45th St. 


ASTOR Bway & 


MORE WAR BONDS 
47th St. 
Michele Jack Frank 
MORGAN @ HALEY @ SINATRA 


“HIGHER and HIGHER” 


Weshner’s Own Setup 


Dave “Skip” Weshner, former di- 
rector of advertising and publicity 
for United Artists, has opened pub- 
licity and public relations offices in 
New York. 

Weshner handled the campaign on 
“In Which We Serve.” 


Robert Goffin, Belgian jazz expert, 


sxxhase new from. Canga 


| to Metropolitan” has just been pub-| 


lished (Doubleday, Doran) and com- 
prised S Sgt. George Avakian, E. 
Simms Campbell. Leonard Feather 
(who was prolifically represented 
with program notes, jazz composi- 
tions, and as the commentator), EI- | 
liott Grennard, Pvt. John Hammond, 
Roger Kay, Harry Lim, Paul Eduard 
Miller, Bucklin Moon, Baron Timme 
Rosenkrantz, Charles Edward Smith. 
Frank Stacy, Bob Thiele, Barry 
Ulanov and this reporter. 

Winners got $500 in bonds and gold 
“Eskies,” the road company “Oscars.” 
Gross was some $650,000, the 3,600 
seats being limited to $25-$100 per 
seat in War Bonds, with boxes extra. 


Ed Dukoff, who did the terrific pro- 


tract from Esquire-Coronet, Inc. 


WB’s Educational Bally 


Warner Bros. has created an Edu- 
| cational Bureau 
colleges and libraries with material 
on Warner pictures which may be 
used for discussion or debating pur- 
poses. The bureau will function un- 
der Mort Blumenstock, eastern 
publicity-advertising head, with 
Charles Side Steinberg, former edu- 
cational director of the Book-of-the- 
Month Club, in charge. 

Initial material to be furnished by 
the Educational Bureau will deal 


motion job, got himself a year’s con- | 


to supply schools, | 


~ 4 


onetime assistant conductor of the, 


Chicago Symphony Orchestra. But 
Parks was not popular with his men, 
and he was ousted in favor of 
Henry B. Nathan, who for seven 
years was leader of the ace dance 
band at the swanky Cathay Hotel 
Ballroom, Shanghai. Nathan plays 


U. S. Jive Band 


Continued from page 1 = 


violin and other instruments. He 
hails from New York. 

The unit includes several colored 
men: Charley Jones, pianist; Lester 
Vactor, bass, and Dick Reynolds, 
brother of the singing and dancing 
Reynolds sisters. Jones formerly 
was leader of the Maskee nightclub 
band. Vactor headed the Venus 
Ballroom orchestra. Bob Hill, an- 
other colored man, of Los Angeles, 
was leader of several Shanghai 
bands. He plays a smooth trumpet. 
Reynolds used to lead the band at 
the Metropole ballroom, Shanghai. 

Vactor, in his spare time is one 
of the prison-camp barbers and 
earns a tidy sum as such, 

The No. 1 sax player is Tommy 
Missman, of National City, Cal. He's 
ex-leader of a Jimmy’s New Win- 
ter Garden band and speaks Japa- 


nese.. His wife is Japanese and is 
allowed to visit him once every 
month, 

Rehearsals 


The musicians find some time for 
rehearsals during the day, but not 
until after their camp routine duties 
have been discharged. 

Although Charley Jones is a pian- 
ist and a good one, he has no piano. 
So the able and gifted Jones plays 
other instruments. Months ago the 
Jap commandant of the camp prom- 
ised the boys a piano but it had not 
been forthcoming at last reports. 
Music, too, constitutes another prob- 
lem. Almost all of the musicians 
brought music to the camp at time 
of entry, but the problem of obtain- 
ing new music is a major one. 
Finally Bob Hill. who lived in Japan 
for a number of years and speaks 
the language of that country, ob- 
tained permission to have music sent 
in to him. In due time the music 
arrived but the disappointment of. 
the boys was bitter. The parcel con- 
tained longhair music only. 

All of which prompted Jones and 
Henry Nathan to compose three new 


numbers—‘Shanghai Dreams,” “Race 
Course Blues” and “Vodka Polka.” 
Remember the names—you may hear 
the numbers after the war. “Vodka 
Polka” is plenty good, 

When the lucky few who recently 
returned to America aboard the 
Gripsholm left the camp, the band 
played them off. The boys played 
“Auld Lang Syne,’ “Home Sweet 
Home” and “God Bless America,” 
and played them with feeling, too. So 
much feeling in fact that tears were 
streaming from their eyes as they 
played. The guards were somewhat | 
alarmed when the band swung into! 
“God Bless America” and a mighty | 


cheer went up from the homesick jy- 
ternees, 

The 200 or more Filipino musicians 
at Shanghai have not been molested 
by the Japs. Almost ail of them are 
employed at the large Chinese cab. 
arets at salaries higher than ever be. 
fore in the history of the city, but i¢ 
converted into American dollars 
their pay would be the lowest o! any 
musicians in the civilized world, 


Commodities are skyhigh in 


Shanghai and the Filipinos barely 


manage to live. The plight of Euro- 
pean refugee musicians is even 
worse. Snatched from their comfort. 
able jobs at the Yu Yuen road night- 
clubs, the refugees are now confined 
to the Hongkew district under strict 
Jap supervision, Unable to work, 
most of them are generally hungry, 
Russian musicians have largely sup- 
planted them. Chinese bands have 
sprung up all over the city but are 
not popular. Their conception of 
jive, for instance, sounds like tore 
mented tomcats, it is reported by 
Gripsholm repatriates who have 
heard some of them. 


The city has plenty of hot spots, 
but beer and brandy are unobtain- 
able. The entire output of the city’s 
breweries goes to the Jap armed 
forces, while brandy ceased to be 
months ago. Cheap” grades of 
whiskey may be had at $40 per shot, 
Chinese money (about $2 U. S. at of- 
ficial rate of exchange). 

Even the once-despised vodka is 
scarce and high priced. The topers 
have turned to Chinese rice wine, 
which has a nice kick and is not soe 
expensive as other potent beverages, 

The American-owned Mandarin 
Club, once hailed as one of the most 
beautiful and most expensive night- 
clubs in the world, is now being on- 
erated by Japs. Patrons chiefly are 


wealthy Chinese and bigshot Jap 
army and navy officers. 
Those few Americans not inierned 


are not permitied to enter any res- 
taurant or place of amusement. They 
are obliged to wear red armbands to 
mark them as enemy aliens. 

Del Monte Cafe, once an inierna- 
tionally-known cabaret with the 


; American T. R. Hyde at the helm. is 


now a Jap sub-headquarters for the 
military. Going strong, however, are 
the Lido, Mee Koo May, Paramount, 
Metropole, Arcadia and Lido bail- 
rooms and scores of pocket-edition 
nightclubs, where lights are dim, 
music good and prices prohibitive. 
Officially, there is a ban on Amecri- 
can music, but it is played every- 


where. How could they get along 
without it? 

Few spots boast floor entertain- 
ment. The top artist is Manuela, a 


young girl dancer from Hawaii. She 
demands and gets $1,000 per night, 
Chinese currency ($50 U. S.). 

A few American musicians with 


families are in the other Jap prison 


camps at Shanghai. 


\ 
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. 
Wheaties” and “Breakfast of 
Champions” are registered trade 


marks of General Mills, Inc. 


“You see, Hargrave—they don’t all fall for a uniform. 
I invited her to have a bowl of Wheaties with me.”’ 


So young, vet so woman-wise!.../on domestic bliss: Papa loving 
But perhaps the budding Casanova |Mama on account she sees to it 
has been observing in his own that his breakfast always includes 


with “Adventures of Mark Twain.” 


home the happy effect of Wheaties |a geierous bowlful of The Cereal. 


Breaking Box Office Records for 20 Years 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
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WITHIN THESE PAGES ARE 
LISTED THE MOST GENEROUS 
PEOPLE THE WORLD 


Ruth Aarons 
Adelaide Abbott 
Joun Abbott 
Francis Abella & Johnny Trio 
Maurice Abravenal 
Isadore Achron 
Rudy Acosta 
Yvonne Adair 
Anne Adams 
Cathy Adams 
Diana Adams 
Franklyn Adams 
Adams 
nie Adams 
arguerite Adams 
sam Adams 
Larry Adler 
Paulette A®ran 
Frank Albanese 
Licia Albanese 
Mime. Albertini 
Jack Albertson 
Josiah Albright 
Alex Alexander 
Edgar Alexander 
Graham Alexander 
Helen Alexander 
Jimmy Allan 
Bob Allen & Orch, 
Judith Allen 
Louise Allen 
Marty Allen 
Allen & Kent 
Bert Allerton 
Bob Allison 
Elektra Allison & Her Gang 
Hloney Allyn 
Pauline Alpert 
William Alter 
Thelma Altman 
Anita Alvarez 
Zinnida Alverez 
Charles Amato 
Carmen Amaya 
Helen Amaya 
Paco Amaya 
Amee Sisters 
Katie Amera 
Americ Ballad Singers 
American Peoples Chorus 
Adrienne Ames 
Harry Ames & Co. 
Margaret Dale Ames 
Norma Amigo 
Nelly Amsden 
Lillian Andersen 
Aun Anderson 
Bob Anderson 
Claire Anderson 
Dolores Anderson 
Elaine Anderson 
Giloria Anderson 
Katherine Anderson 
Maxwell Anderson 
Julio Andine 
Sulie Andre 
Stella Andre 
Madeline Andreola 
Andrews Sisters 
Avis Andrews 
Ismay Andrews 
Leonn Andrews 
Muriel Angelus 
Annabella 
Ruth Anselm 
Anthony, Allan & Hodge 
Afredo Antonini & Orch. 
Alfred Apaka 
Susan Appl 
Nina Appleman 
Vera Appleton 
Harry Archer 
Anita Arden 
Cecil Arden 
Helen Arden 
Jean Arden 
Rosita Arguelle 
Albert) Arkuss 
Arlane 
Stephanie & James Armande 
Dolores Armstend 
Arnaut Brothers 
“Atty 
Elsie Arnold 
Helene Arthur 
Renee Asch 
Muriel Asche 
Pant Ash & Orch. 
Earl Asheroft 
Barbara Ashley 
Ashley & Ware 
Catherine Aspinall 
Wadeeha 
Audrey Augenti 
Sonny Austin 
Mary Patricia 
Christine Ayres 
Mitchell Ayres & Orch, 
Jim Backus 
Abel Baer 
Bugs Baer 
Collims Bain 
Mildred Bailey 
Betty Baker 
Don Baker & Musie Comics 
Frank Baker Trio 
Jerry Baker 
Joan Baker 
Baker 
‘nny Baker 
Lyone Baker 
Polly Baker 
Margot Bakor 
Mildred Baldwin 
Mariiva Bali 
Kay Ballantine 
Melisse Ballou 
Erno Balegh 
Rose Bampton 
Millicent Bancroft 
Bobby Banintine 
Billy Banks 
Xenia Bank 
Margaret Bannerman 
Joe Baque 
[rini Baranova 
Ben Barber 
Ruth Barber 
Red Barber 
Barco 
Bill Bardo 
Thomas Barker 
Binnie Barnes 
Mae Barnes 
Pat Barnes 
Roy Barnes 
Sandra Barnes 
Florence Barr 
Kuth Barr 
Paul Barragan 
Elaine Barrett 
Helen Barreit 
Jack Barrett 
Pat Barrett 
Ruth Barrett 
Sheila Barrett 
Soudra Barrett 
Tony Barrett 
Alice Barrette 
Gracle Barrie & Orch, 
Wendy Barrie 


Avalon 


Joun Barrie 

Mona Barrie 

Tom Barrigan 
Oley Barris 

Blue Barron & Orch, 
Tom Barron 
Barry Brothers 
Barry Sisters 
Dave Barry 

Pred & Elaine Barry 
(iene Barry 

Barry 
Diana Barrymore 
Jan Bart 

Gino Bartell Orch, 
Dorothy Bartle 
Bartlett & Robertson 
Elaine Barton 
Ernest Barton 
James Barton 
Vera Barton 
Barry Ensemble 
Nancy Baskerville 
Vivinn Bauer 
Kurt Baum 
Counie Baxter 
Dorothy Baxter 
George Baxter 
Jeanne Beauvais 
Mary Becker 
Marjorie Beckwith 
bal Begley 

Ilona Behayla 
Ruth Bebrmann 
Paul Belanger 
Lion Belasco 


M: Belett 
Joe Bell 
John Bell 


Tommy Bell & Sergeant A. Flat 


Ralph Bellamy 
Nino Bellassai 
Marion Bellett 
Edward Bello 
Dale Belmont 

H. Phillip Bender 
Helen Benner 
Alfred C. Bennett 
Constance Bennett 
Lillian Bennett 
Phil Bennett & Orch. 
Mary Benrimo 
Jerry Benson 
Mildred Benson 
Ruy Benson 

Gene Benton 


Maximillian Bergere & Orch. 


Mary Ella Bergh 

Ben Beri 
Berke 

Milton Berle 

Sylvia Berman 

Diane Bernhard 

Bernhardt 


Leovard Bernstein 
Mimi Berry 

Berry Bros. 
Adele Berryman 
Joe Besser 

Don Bestor Orch. 
David Bethea 
The Better Half 
HBetiy & Buddy 
Pauline Betz 
Ted Bevers 
Mohammed Bey 
Veter Birch 
Sammy Birch 
Sari Biro 

Darin Birse 
Adetnide Bishop 
Bellu Bizony 
Blackburn Twins 
Derothy Blaine 
Rese Blaine 
ATThur Blake 


Sisters 


in 
Marilyn Blake 
Martin 
Joan Blondel 
Erie Blore 
Mlue Hill Group Singers 
Sylvia Blue 
Bockstein 
Natalie Bodayna 
Bole 
Kleanor Holeyn 
Kay Bolger 
Dawn Bolton 
larry Bolten 
Angie Bond Trie 
Maria Bond 
Phil Bonoffo 
Shirley Booth 
Arthur Boran 
Victor Borge 
Dario Borzant 
Eddie Bouchard 
Sybil Bowan 
Arthur Bowie 
Audrey Bowman 
Dave Bowman 
Monica Boyar 
RKuthanna Boris 
Carrofl Boyd 
Olen Krace 
Marian Bradley 


Paul Ure 
Kussell Bradshaw 
Brady 
Bonita Boyer 
Horace Braham 
falbina Brainina 
Dixie Brand 
Margot Brander 
Joanne Brandon 
Jerry & Jane Brandew 
Nat Brandwyone & Orch, 
Doris Brent 
Harriet Brent 
Brick Top 
Lorraine Bridges 
Vatricia Bright 
Keddie Brinkmann 
Kobert Brinn 
(ene Brinton 
Jimmy Britton 
VPhit Britto 
Lucille Brockmiller 
Bill Broder 
Brody 
Rob Bromley 
Bromlev 
Brooklyn Dodgers 
Evelyn Brooks 
Erie Brotherson 
Betty Brown Trio 
Daisy Brown 
Kleanor Brown 
Joe Brown 
Herb Brown 

John Brown 

Tes Brown Orch. 
Sidney Browne 
Joe Browning 
John Brownlee 
Carol Bruce 

Nat Brusiloff & Orch. 


Betty Bryant 
Perry Bruskin 
Charloite Bue kley 
Norman Budd 
Joseph Bulott 
Billie Burke 
Burke Twins 
Trudy Burke 
Ernie Burnett 
Martha Burnett 
Herbert) Burus 
James Burns 
Janet Bush 
Julian Bush 
duck rne 


“a Byrnes 
Buck & Bubbles 
Haddie Buck 
Join Buckmaster 
Scotty Barbank 
Larry Burns & Orch. 
Mary Burns 
Julian Bush 
Charles Butterworth 
Bernice Byers 
Cabot & Dresden 
Jose Cabot 
Irving Cuesar 
Jeanne Cagney 
Caits Brothers 
Calgary Brothers 
Billy Cathahan 
Cab Calloway Orch, 
Frank Cambria 
Tully Camerini 


Keith C: 
Norvel Campbell 

Douglas Candas 

Rose Candelore 

Charlie Cantor 

Nicholas Capri & His Band 
Harry Carey 

Cynthia Cartin 

Linda Carlton 

The Caritons 

Arline Carmen 

Art Carney 

Carol Sisters 

Lyon Carol 

Alma Carolina 

Carr Brothers 

Vieda Carran 

Farl Carroits Revue 

The Carrolis 

Jimmy Carrol & Orch, 

Irv Carroll & Orch, 

Ann Carroll 
Deanve Carroll 
Girace & Mickey 
Harry Carroll 
Marcia Carroll 
Imogene Carpenter 

Al Carr 

Robert Carse 

Beth Carson 

Carter & Bowie 

Jean Carter 

The Carters 

Gordon Carter 

Shating Carters 

Zeb Carter and Cousins 
Leola Carter 

Ronny Carver 

Casa Loma Orch, 
Dolores Casanelli 
Evelyn Case 

Prank Case 

Lucille Casey 

Stuart Cases 

Giertrude Casriel 

Cassell 

Samuel Cassell 

Prances Cassard 
Richard Casserly 

Cassman 

Kene Castelar 

Jean Casto 

Phoebe Cates 

Sid Catlett 

Stuntes Catron 

Cvathin Cavanaugh 
Jimmie Cavanaugh 


y Carroll 


armen Cavallaro & Uren, 
Katherine Cavalli 
Josephine Cavaltliere 
Josephine Cazenza 
Celanese Hour 
Louise Celm 
Chamber Music 
Street 
May Chamitoys 
Chandra-Kaly Dancers 
Arlyne Chanter 
Blanche Chanson 
Margaret Chapman 
Robert Chapman 
Milton Charleston 
Chaz Chase 
Lucia Chase 
Kdwardo Chavez & Orch, 
George Chavehavadze 
Adotphus Cheatham 
Frank Cheshire 
Arthur Chester 
Jane Chesney 
Allen Chester 
tob Chester Orch. 
Keggie Childs Orchestra 
Steve Childs 
Michael Chimes 
Kobert Chisholm 
Choras Gil Trio 
Diane Christenberry 
Kuth Christian 
Virginin Christinnson 
Chariotte Christine 
Irene Chrystie 
Gaeorge Chureh 
KR. Churchill 
Cities Service Hour 
Phavtlis Clare 
Bobby Clark 
Harriet Clark 
Harrys Clark 
John A. Clark 
Mary Clark 
Tiny Clark 
Coleman Clarke 
Kita Clarke 
Three Clawsom Sisters 


Pat Clayton 
Nicholas Cleary 
Cleaves 
Doe Clifford 
Frank Clinton 
Madeleine Clive 
Imogene Coca 
Grant Code 

Olga Coehle 
Blanche Cole 
Ethel Cave Cole 
Sac k Cole 

Coleman & OFeh. 
Kiddie Coles 
Colleane 

Blanche Collins 
ack Collins 

an Collins 
John Collins 
Ted Collins 
Kthel Barrymore Colt 
Joseph Comadore 


Society of Lower 


Betiy Comden 
Perry Como 
Walter Compton 
Frances Comstock 
Condos Bros, 
Ray Conift 
Shirley Conklin 
Billy Conn 
Irving Conn 
Jean Connell 
Ann Connolly 
Nadine Counor 
Gail Connor 
Margaret Connor 
Frankie Connors 
Cult Conrad 
Marjorie Conroy 
Conti Treasure Hour of Song 
Coniinental Trio 
Gerald Cook 
Shirley Coons 
Melville Cooper 
J. Coots 
George Copeland 
Private Vito Coppola 
Charlene Corday 
Peery Corday 
Irwin Corey 
Annette Coreau 
drene Corlett 
Carlo Covelli 
Ann Corio 
Alice Cornett 
Tip Corning 
Cortez & Marqueas 
Monica Coreo 
Diane © ourtney 


Althea Corwin 
Costaigne & Barry 
Diosa Costello 
Alan Courtney 


Douglas Cowdy 

Jane Cowl 

Laird Cregar 

Richard Craig 

Harold Cramer & Girls 

Truda Crandall 

Vicki Crandall 

Tee Crane & Orch. 

Crandell Sisters 

bk. L. Crawford Show 

Kebekah Crawford 

Mickey Crelo 

Cresta Blanca Carnival 

Cyril Critchlow 

Harold Croner 

Howard Croner 

Bob Cronin & Orch. 

Criss Cross & Loule 

Milton Cross 

Willard Cross 

Roy Cropper 

Crystal Twins 

Margaret Cuddy 

nne Cude 
‘ugat & Orchestra 


Marion Cumbo 

Don Cummings 

Frank Cunkle 

Margaret Valdi Curtis 

Ben Cutler 

Gloria Cutler 

Marty Dale and His Hotshets 
Larry Dalms 

Ernest D'Amato 

Donald Dame 

Lili Damita 

Danny Daniels 

Helene Danicis 

George D' Anna 

Maryan Dale 

Les Damon 

Danny Daniels 

Joe Daniels 

Louise Daniels 

Seaman Tony Danzi 

Emery Dares 
Richard Darnell 
Jeanne Darrell 
Colette D'Arville 
Kleanor Dashill 
Rita Daubet 
Dick. Aneustine 
ine 
Agnes Davis 
Nudrey Davis 
Betty Davis 
Sobby Davis 
fuze Davis 
Dianne Davis 
Klizabeth Davis 
Vie. Kieth Davis 
Dawn & Russell 
Rvelyn Daw 
Bvelyn Day 
Honey Dean 
Robert) Dean 
Shannon Dean 
Betty Denne 
Martha Deane 
Albert) Decker 
Mario De Costo 
Deep River Boys 
Jane Deering 
Kathryn De Haven 

Carol Deis 

Howard «da Silva 

dames De La Puenta 
Alice & Ellen Delaney 
Iris De La Roche 

dack De Leon 

Geraldine De 

The De Marcos 

Five De Marcos 

Jacques De Menasee 
Clark Dennis 

DeOuines & Givens 

Anita ite Paima & Orch. 
Berna De Pamphilis 
Irving Des For 

Romolo De Spirite 
Clarence Derwent 

Kagini Devi 

Kileen Devlin 

(loria Dewey 

Marin Dinz 

Dorothy Dickerson 
Annamary Diekeys 
Artells Dickson 

Muriel Dickson 

The Di Gatanos 

Anthony Di Leva 

Private Erasmus DI Russo 
Kuth 
Hugh Dilworth 
Betty Dittmar 
The D'Ivons 
Dione 

Tommy Dix 
Ann Dixon 
John Dixon 
Lee Dixon 
Dodge Trio 
nie Dodge 


Doggett 
Auton Dotin 
tnele Don 

Don Arres 

Don Donna 
Harry Donnelly 
Nancy Donovan 
Doris Doree 
Patricia Dorn 


Geri Dorsey 
Jimmy Dorsey & Orch. 
Tommy Dorsey & Orch. 
Double or Nothing 
Dan Dougherty 
Owen Dougherty 
Betty Douglas 
Bob Douglas 
Dotty Douglas 
Htarold Douglas 
Larry Douglas 

Douglas 
Freida Dova 

Kay Dowd 

Helen Dowdy 
Bob Downes 
Jessica Dragonetie 
Alfred Drake 
Drane Sisters 
Ruth Draper 
Evelyn) Dresden 
Andre Drew 

Dave Driscoll 
Richard Dubhois 
Vincent Du Bois 
Wilfred Du Bois 
John Dudley 
Allan Duell 
Dully’s Tavern 
Paul Duke 

Louise Duke 
Vernon Duke 
Ginger Dulo 
Katherine Dunham 
Ralph Dumke 
Artie Dunn 

Frank Dunn 

Jack Donphy 
Bob Dupont 
Rosalie Duprene 
Jack Durant 


Kd Durlacher & Square Dancers 


Nellie Durkin 
Rosalie Du Prene 
Fred Duro 
tra Denne Dutton 
M: trie Dykeman 
Hazel Dyson 

Cecil Eames 

Nick Earley 

Kd I t 

Carl Bastman 
Eleanor Eberle 
Dan Eckley 

Ted Eddy Orchestra 
Dorothy Edwards 
Kddie Kdwards 
Trene Edwards 
Joan Kdwards 
Kent Edwards 

Teo Edwards 
Peony Kdwards 
Ruth Eisenberg 
Maurice Eisenberg 
Althea Elder 

Elena 

Ethet Elfenbein 
Viadimir Elin 
Vera-hulen 

Duke Ellington 
Leonard Elliott 
Muriel Eltiot 
Kosemarvy Elliot 
Joan Ellis 

Lucille Ellis 
Maurice Ellis 
Peggy Ellis« 

Joseph Elson 
Midge Elawit 

Don Elton 

Mary Elton 

Kmer 
Bob Emery’s Choir 
Charles Engel 
Alexandra Engelberg 
Sondra Engelberg 
Jimmy Engler 

Kay Enelish 
Vincent Enrico 
Fuzio & Lonia 

I Bros, 

“quitable. "Tie 
Ramona Erwin 
Sergio Espinosa 
James Estabrook 
Jeffrey Etheridge 
Dorothy Fustis 
Hdwinn Bustis 

fob Evans 

Bruce 

Lee Evans 

Ronnie Evans 

Sue Evans 

Margo Keven 

Vaul Ewen 

Nanette Pabray 
Clifton Fadiman 


Dorothy Fagin 
Nirg bait 
Erna Fairchild 
Joan ballon 


Joe Palvo 

Karl Farkas 
Killeen Farrell 
Kaymond Farrell 
Ada Darren & Dixie Brand 
Touv Farrar 
Nicholas Farley 
Herbie Faske 
Nickolai Patula 
Jean 
Rudy Favalare 
Prank Pay 
Piss 

Joes use 
Leatrice baye 
Prancia Faye 
Slanche Lellows 
Carrie Feniz 
Nody 
Sally Ferguson 
Steopin Fetchit 
Robert Field 
Gracie bields 
& Orch 
Lewis eld 

Sally Fie oy 

Shep Fields Orch 
Sam) Filippo 
Jeanne Finegan 
Bernice Link 

Prank Fion 

Dick Finney 

Terry Finnin 

Kose Liore 

Radolf Firkusny 
Max Firman 
Camille Pischelli 
Alex Fisher 

Ernst Fisher 

bred Fisher & 
Arthur Fisk 

Elena Fisk 

Maurice Fitehard 
hits & Carroll 

Bob Vitzgerald 

Kila Fitzgerald 
Samuel 
Five Charming Young Ladies 
Five Knobs 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


James Montgomery Flagg 
Phaminge 

Count Plate 

dack Dleteher Orchestra 
Alan Meming 

Pate, Pliek 

Visletta Flores 

Al Plosso 

Consuela Flowerton 

Mr. & Mes. Charles Flynn 
Andore Loldus 

Pontanne 

Dick DPeran 

Hrenda borbes 

(iraham borbers 

Joseph borchette 

Rett) Jeane Ford 
Charles 

Helen Lord 

Verna Ford 

Marguerite Porman 

Peg beorman 

Prank Porrest 

Darlene Poster 

Doster 

Stuart Poster 

Pour Cabinaires 

Pour Fays 

Pour Freshman 

Louises 

four Seuthern Sons 

Pour Fowosmen 

Pour ‘Townsends 

Pour 
Dulee Pox 
Kae bes 
Beb Pramm 
Anne 


ral 
a brancis 
Georgia Francis 
Neal Prancis 
Prancisce 
Bob Lrank 
Dick Pranken 
Edith Pranktin 
Helen Franklin 
Jessie Franklin 
blerence Prantz 
Diek Vrazee & Orch, 
Bouny bredericks 
Conrad Frederick 
Rath Premont 
Jrene Treiman 
Alfred Freistat 
Preitag & Bauer 
faverne French 
Froeba Trio 
Mae Prohman 
Presini 
Sam Fuller 
Maggie Furman 
Arthur burness 
Villiam lLurness 
hdward Futran 
Corliss Fyfe 
Nudine Gae 
Carmine Gaglardi 
Marjorie Gainsworth 
Connie Gale 
Prank Gallop 
Maria Gambarelli 
braser Gange 
Plerence Gannon 
dack Guansert 
Deter Garay 
Miriam Garber 
Gardner 
Garfield 
Phylis Garmel 
Celeste Garner 
Betty Garrett 
Patsy Garrett 
Hetty Garson 
slid Gary 
Don Gautier 
Reese tay 
Rey Gay 
Barbara Gayle 
Gayle 
Mrs. Lou Gehrig 
Jimmie Gelb 
Amelia Gentry 
Tex Geotry 
Alice George 
Helen George 
Gerard 
Paul Gerritts 
Leslie Gest 
Dana Gibson 
Biuddie Gibbs 
Georgia Gibbs 
Eleanor Gifford 
Mosa Gifford 
Dick Gilbert 
Doris Gilbert 


ri 


Leatrice soy Gilbert 
Marion Gilbert 
Johanna Gilman 
Toni Gilman 
Patricia Gilmore 
Gilmore 
dune Gilmore 

Gigi Gilpin 

(iinger Soups 
Lillian Gish 

Clifford C. Givens 
Glasser Blane 
Cyuda Gienn 

Marty Glickman 
Glover & Lemay 
Clirsers 
Godbolt 

Godfrey 

& honter 
Goldherg 

Alfred Golden 
Sandra Colden 
Cichlen Gate Quartet 
Laurence Goldman 
Kohert CGoldsand 
Nicholas Goldsmith 
Bierce €coldstein 
Maria Del Carmen Gomez 
Conchita Gomez 
€omez 
Vicente Gamez 

Ross Gouzales 
Goodding 
Prt. Pat Goode 
Aliie Goodman 
Kenus Gooiman & Sextet 
Rauloh Goodwin 
Gordon 
Gordon 
Cordon 

Noy Govrodinsiky Orchestra 
Bisa Mee Gordon 
Gib Gorden 

Gordon 
Cary!) Gould 

Morton Gould 
Carola Goya 

& Mickey 
Gracie 

Mae € 

Ronald Graham 
Grabl 

Paul Granada 
Glassce Grande 
Vincent Grande 
Jule Graewer 
Barbara Grant 
Grant 
NMescnder Gray 
Chauncey Gray & Oveh. 
Gray Oreh, 
Annette Grayson 
Adolph. Green 

Art Green 
Beity Creen 
Green 
Marrs Green 
Irving Green 
Sylvan Green 


Villiam Green 
t.corge Greene 
Greenwall 
Joey terena 
Paul Grenada 
Naya trezia 
eriffith & Way 
Harriet Griffith 
Jerry Griffin 
Josephine Griffin 
Louise Groodys 
Prank Gross 
Marie Gross 
Millicent Gruler 
‘bite Guizar 
Arthur Geutow 
Gwenn 
Miriam Gwenn 
(.ladys Guanne 
Hebis 
Haggart 
Roth 
William Usain 
Counie Haines 
Marion Hale 
Riehard Male 
Rita Male 
tloria Haley 
Hatley 
Marshall Maley 
Prank 
Auanita Hall 
Pat 
Khas tlallee 
Mal Hatlett Band 
Ititdecarde Halliday 
Tallow 
Carol Hamilton 
Marjorie Hammer 
Hampshire Glee Club 
Bettie Hampton 
Lienel Hampton Orch, 
Walter Hampden 
Sisters 
hou thandman 
Hands Orch, 


| umaly 

Bob Hannon 

Bill Gay Ninetles 
Hlarger Maye 

Kate Harken 

Mary 

Pee Harken 

Pihel Elarper 

Itareld Lola 

Prince 

Pat Harrington 

Nat Harrington & Co. 
Bea Harris 

heuneth 
Ben Harriso 
Rays Harrison 
Kurth Parrison 

Maria Elarrison 
tharrison and Fisher 
Harrold 

beu Harold Oreh, 
Biart Sisters 

tharles Hart 

Teddy Hart 

Dorothy Hartigan 
The PHartmans 
Kathryn Harvey 
Diek Harvey 

Ned Harvey Orch. 
Anne Harwood 
Thastings Twins 
Tommy Hastings 
rie Hateh 

Broest Hatfield 
Alois Havrilla 

Bill Mawker 

Bob Hawks 

Delores Hawkins 
dumes Hawthorne 
Louise Haydon 
Marion Husyden 
Tisrence liayes 
Tielen Hayes 

Vola Hayes 

Mae Hayes 

Virginia Haves 
Feldie Hayward 
Marjorie Hayward 
Vat Haywood 


William Hearn 
Vieath & Rosler 
Heathen 
Carolyn Hector 
Lleffelfinger 
Walter HMegener 
Helfenbeln 
Hellrich 
Hellrich 
Leona Hemingway 
Puther Henderson 
Pat Henning 
Marcella Hendricks 
Thenadrieks 
Vincent Henry 
Hepburn 
Tim Heebert 

Therman 
Shirley Herman 
Vicody Herman & Oreh. 
Serita Herrara 
Terrero 
Pouline Herrick 

dean Hersholt 

Herz 

Hersfelder 
Mirriorie Phess 
Charles Baker Hester 
Hewlett 
Atiin Hewitt 

Peis Higsins 
Harlem tighlanders 
Neol Hiehtower 
Trene 
Thildegurde 

Rebert bill 

¢-foria 

levee 

Ruth Wk. till 

Orch, 
Tillver 
A Jackson 
Raby Hines 
Jackson Hines 
Betty Hinman 
Hirshfield 
Witcheock 
June Hobart 
HMoctor 
Katherine Hoffenrich 
dane Hoffman 
Chris Hohmann 
Craig Holden 

The Hollidays 

Kay Holly 

teleste Holm 
Maurine Holmes 
Holt 

bf. Vir Holt 
Mesimo Holt 

bisa Holzer 
Varion tloneyman 
Hobbs Hlookey 
Hedda llopper 
Horn & Hardart Hour 
Lena Horne 

Wo. Horne 

Pronk 
Sam Horowitz 
Trying Horton 

Horvath 
Beverly Hosier 
Houston 

Houston 
Winnie A Audrey Hoveler 
Rob Howard 


Bruce Reward 
Bunny Howard 
blaine Howard 

Iris Howard 

Jack Howard 

day Howard 

Joe Howard 
Marcella Howard 
Marjorie Howard 
Mary Hleward 

Tod Howard 
Nirginin Howard 
Wes Howard 

Millie Lloward 
Htelen Tlowe 
Beatrice Howell 
Bobbie 

Altice Rewland 
Howlhind 
Selon Phos sradt 

Trita Jeno tlubert 
Viareel Hubert 
PbufYield 
dulius 

Atlan Tiaghes 

Llughes 

Movion Hughes 
VMiiidred Hughes 
Fiewer Mujer 

Bode Ebuliek 
Henriette Hull 
Borbara 

Arlo binits 

Plaine tlume 
Geritude Hunt 
Muriel 
Carelya Lunter 
Muriel Huntley 
Laurel Hurley 
Pannie thurst 

Ted 

Ina Ray Hutton & Oreh, 
Hetty Hutton 
Marian Hutton 
Catharine Hoyt 
Hierman Hyde 

Ora 

Frankie livers 

The imaginators 

Marion 
Information Please 
Pikspots 

Jose bturbi 

Anna Jackson 

Chubby Jackson 
Howard Jackson 

sytvia dackson 

Estelle Jacobs 

beonard Jacoby 

Dean Jagger 

fieo. James Orch, 

Leon James 

Jesse & James 

Jane Janvier 

Jason 

dason 

Leticia Jay 

Myra Jeanne 

Julie Jefferson 

Margaret Jeffords 

Dave Jeffrey 

Jenkins & 

Allan Jenkins 

Norman Jensen 

Helen Jepson 

Itenry Jerome & Orch, 
derry & 

Jessel 

Heward Jessor 

The Jesters 

Barbara Jevne 

Emily Jewel 

The Jivesters 

Joseph Johann 
(.rant-Johannesen 
Philip Morris 
Dianne Jolos 

Ariine Jolmson 

Bill 

Cathy Johnsen 

Charles Johnson 

Choo Choo Johnson 
keldie Johnson 

Jobuson 

Hiardesty Johnson 

delly Bean Johnson 
Marsiin Johnson 
Olivine Johuson 

Ray Johnson 

Virginia Joboson 
Walter Johnson 

Jones 

Archie Jones 

Beth Jones 

Clarice Jones 

Dave Jones 

Geraldine Jones 

Spike Jones & City Slickers 
Jrene Jordan 

doe Jordon 

Edun Joseph 

Kuth Joseph 

June dest 

May 

Anita 

Joan Jovece 

Buarez 

(iene Judge 

Juliana, Monica Boyar 
une dust 

Irma Jurist 

Sidney Kamil 

Pete hantrowitz 
treorge Kaplan 

Villiam Khapell 

Marian Karnileva 

Iris Karyle 

hhaskas 
hatvenjammers 

Helene Kaufman 

Louis Kaufman 

Nal Kavanaugh 

lreen Way 

Kays & Charles 

Dranees Kay 

tieorgia hay 

Resanne Kay 

Pruls 

Danny have 

Beatrice have 

Charlie Kaye 

Lionel 

Sammy Kaye Orchestra 
Sidney 
Kean 
Jane Kean 
Hetty heane 
Teri Wheane 
Fred Keating 
Constance Keene 
Chlire Keith 
Auekie Whelk 
Derothy Keller 
Freddie Weller 
Patrician Kelley 
Jimmy Kelly 
to Kelly 
Naney Kelly 
‘Tony Ihelly 
Dorte Kemp 
Karen hempel 
Ruth Keoper 
Betsy Kendall 
Mary Kendell 
Angela Kennedy 
steven Kennedy 
Kill Kenny 
Michael Keany 
Niek Kenny 
John Keno 


Carl Kent 
lanny Kent 
Walter Kent 
Aun kepnic 
Nuth Kern 
dack Kerr 
dudith Kerr 
Muriel Kerr 
Keasler 
Kevin 
Prances’ heves 
‘The heynotes 
Guy hibbee 
The hidoodlers 
Kieran 
beinaala hihoi 
Pegey hilleen 
Madisn hileen 
Helen Kilpatrick 
Kay Kimball 
Barney Kimmel 
Danny King Oreh. 
Dick Wing 
Hugh King 
hate hing 

Leila hing 
Marian King 
Martha King 
Reed King 


Charles Kraft 
Pegey Kraft 
Ethel Kramer 
Selma Kramer 
George Krauer 
Nuth Stein Kraus 
Frank Kreig 
Carl Kress 

Patti Krisco 
Hetty Krisloff 
Kristen 
Martha Krueger 
Heward Kubik 
Dick Or hestra 
Charles Kullman 
Roy humber 
Ruth Kuskin 
Kyra 

blorence Kyte 
LaCorte & Andre 
Peter La Corte 
Vincent Ladell 
Lagsdon 
Bert Lahr 
Hobby Lake 
Dona Lake 

doe Lai Luna's Orch, 
dames LaMar 
Toots La Mar 


THESE COLUMNS ARE THE 


Paula Laure 
Paul La 
Oscar lesant 
Hetty Lawford 
Law 
ngela Law | 
Fravces 
Gertrude Lawrenes 
Jack 
Lawrenee 
Lucille Law 
ren 
~ Lawrence” 
Norman Lawrenes 
Evelyn Lawson 
derry Lawton 
dachie Layne 
Kay Lazetl 
Lea 
Angela Lean 
Douglas Leavitt 
Natalie Lechensteig, 


Helen Le lair 


Anthony 
Ann Lee 


Hert Lee 
Hetty Lee 
Bob Lee 


Canada Lee 


Stage, Sereen, Radio, 


NEW YORK 
STAGE DOOR CANTEEN 
Almost 2 Years Old 


George Heller 


In these many columns are listed the entertainer; wh 
time and talent to the men and women of the drm 


AMERICAN THE 


WAR SERVIC 


Vaudeville, Musie— 


CLUB FOF 


MERCHANT SE 


Just 1 Year | 


During 1943 we had 1,603,394 guests from the servi)'s ¢ 
so much to their fun and cheer our committee wants t) say 


THANKS! 


THANKS: 


AMERICAN THEATRE WING JINT! 


James Saute, Ch 


| 


| 
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agers, Local 18032 
Catholic Actors’ Guild 


Dramatists Guild 


(GUILDS — UNIONS— 
Hollywood Victory Gmmit 
International Alliance of T 

Employees 
1.A.T.S.E. Treasurers and 


Actors Equity .Asscciation - 
Allied Theatrical Transfer Association 
American Federation of Musicians 
American Federation of Musicians, Local 


American Federation of Radio Artists 
American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
Associated Actors and Artistes of America 
Association of Theatrical Agents and Man- 


Chorus Equity Association of America 


Local 


LA.T.S.E. 


No. 1. 


751 
Theatrical’ Pro 


International Brothethood 
and Chauffeurs, Lotal 81° 


International Union of O 
neers, 


Local 30 


Jewish Theatrical Gtiild 
League of New York 'theat 


Nuida King 

Nora Lee King & Billy Bodkings 
Patricia King 
Rosalie King 
Niector King 
Herbert Kingsley 
Patrician Kingsley 
Ray hinney & Crehestra 
Lois Kirk 

Svivan) Kirsner 
Alice Kisen 
Robert) hitain 
Virginian Klieitz 
cerry Kiyne 
Marjorie Knapp 
Carolyn Knight 
Knobs 
Dorothy Knox 
Kogan & Lowell 
Kohan 
Keohane 

Viade Kolitsch 
Arthur holler 
Riehard Kollmar 
Koner & Kahn 
Korn Kobblers 
Frederick Koehler 
Lucilla Korova 
Ruby Kosakoff 
Hilda Kosta 
Lenore Kostant 
Gloria Koster 
Kovaes & Corot 
stephen Kovans 
Blerence Kozdron 
Reatrice Kraft 
Kraft 


Jommy La Mare 
Abril La Marque 
Kobert) LaMarr 
iil Lamb 

Adele Lambert 
Art Lambert 
kiddie Lambert 
Professor Lamberti 
William Landford 
Curol Landis 
Sondra’ Landi 
Bobby Lane 
Raith Lane 
Kvelyn Lane 
Lane 

Ken Lane 

Lennie Lane 
Leota Lane 

lou Lane 

Teddy Lane 
bane & Ward 
Clara Lang 

hou Lang Orch, 
Mary Lang 

Bobby Lange 
Frederick Langford 
Stuart Langley 
Hetty Lanier 
fanny & Ginger 
Willard Lanzillo 
Tea Perte Bros. 
Ellis Larkins ‘Trio 
Rose Larson 
Verry Lasky 
Deoerethy Luaston 
Leratne Latham 
Laurie—The Magic Chef 


Dorothea Lee 
bran Le 
Leanore ee 
Miles 
Pinky Lee 

Rita Lee 

Shelia Lee 

Jimmy Leeds 

Pat Leeds 

Leeman 
Jennie LeGon 
Whitey Lehrmat |Mquare 
Robert Lenn 
Kosette Le Nort 
Al Lents iM 
Benny Leona 
Cecilie Leonard 
Lou Leonard 
Murray Leonard 
Ralph Leopold 
Dolores Leota 
Sonia Leporsky 
Ken LeRoy 
Kussell Le Roy 
Phyllis Leslie 
derry Lester 
Rieei Lester ‘ 
Murray Levent _ 
Florrie Le Vere 
Ethel Levey 

Mel Lewin 

Cappy Lewis 
Evelyn Lewis 


Jean Lewis 


Jimmy Lew 
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Lat i Ralph Lewis Lucienne & Ashour 
it Valle Sam Lewis Lucille Dancers 
Laesant ¢ Ted Lewis & Orch. Alfredo Luizzi 
Luwtord Valerie Lewis lunch Time Follies 
1 Law Warren Lewis Margaret Lundahy 
Lawrence Walter Liberace Alfred Lunt 
S Lawrence || Don Liberto Jil Lustmann 
le Law Prank Libuse Clifford Lyman 
ek Lawrenc, Sandy Lighenstein Abe Lyman & Orch. 
“aWwrence Jocelyn Lithter Eleanor Lyon 
 Lawrenes Arthur Lief Ginya Lynn 
Lawrence Carto Lifavi Roy Lynn 
n Law Thea Lind Phyllis Lynne 
Lawson Bambi Linn Major Ben Lyon 
Lawton Ann Lipton Bob Lyon 

layne i Erie Lisser Louise Lyon 
azetl Kedward Littig & Bike Riders Collette Lyons 
Lea | Enid Little Roger Lyons 
| dames Little Kert Lytell 
Ss Leavitt Doris Livingston Jimmy Lytell & Orch. 
Lechensteig dorie Livingston Machito & Orch. 
LeClair 1] Al Livingstone dohbnoy Mack 


Ledesehj 
ce | 


Arthur Lloyd 
Susan Lloyd 


Bobby Mack 
stelle Mack * 


ee Emil Loew dean MacColl 

Lee Kila Logan Michael MacDougall 
ee deanne Logan Vivian MaecGill 

t Lee Hal Loman Bernard Mackey 


prtainers who during 1943 


gave so generously of their 


of thedrmed Forces of the United Nations at the 


THEATRE WING 


SERVICE, INC. 


 Musie— The Entire Entertainment World 


CLUB FOR 
CHANT SEAMEN 
st 1 Year Old 


ie servi) s at these three places. 


SERVICEWOMEN’S 
TEA DANCES 
Only 8 Months Old 


To those who contributed 


wants tp) say on behalf of these brave men.and women... . 


ANKS!! 
WING INTERTAIN MENT 


s Saute, Chairman 


THANKS!!! 


COMMITTEE 


Brock Pemberton 


ASSOCIATIONS 


tars? 
‘ictory Cemmittee 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage 


easurers and Ticket Sellers, 
heatrical’ Protective Union, 


| Brothethood of Teamsters 
‘eurs, Lotal 817 

| Union of Operating Engi- 
il 3 

trical Gilild 

»w York Theatres, Ine. 


Neoroa Actors’ Guild 

Screen Actors’ Guild 

Service Employees in Amusement and 
Cultural Buildings, Local 54 

Sign Painters, Local 230 


Theatrical Costume Workers, Local 21313 


Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants Union 
Local 16770 

Theatrical Photographers and _  Carica- 
turists 


United Scenic Artists, Local 829 
United Theatrical War Activities Com- 
mittee 


hea Lee Stan Lomux Nina MacKinney 
Lee Ciyde Lombardi Lois MacMahon 

re Lee Kenee Lombardo Macy's Glee Club 
Lee- Puppeld er Hobby Long Muadriguera 

Lee dehnoy Long & Orch, Mr. & Mrs. Magini 
Lee Kay Long Itelen Magna 

| Lee Walter Long Frances Magnes 

vy Leeds hook Boys Girls Unit Kitty Mahern 
eeds Joseph Lopes Mahoney 


Leeman 

eGone 

Lehrman |Square Dancers 
{1 Lenn Ca 
te Le Nort 


Maria 


Lora 


mts 
Leonar 
» Leonard 


Lopez 
Vincent Lopez & Orch, 


Loraine 
& Kognan 
Don Loring 

histelle Loring 
Ruth Loring 


Humbert Maiorana 
Richard Malaby 
Robert Malone 
Dave Maloney 
Patsy Man 

Jack Mandel 
Andrea Mann 
Lorraine Manners 


peonard Billy Lorraine Lucille Manners 
iy Leona Charlotte Lorraine Dorothy Manners 
 Leopol Lilvan Lorraine dayne Manners 
oa Leota Loretta & Navarre Judy Manners 
Leporsky Tilly Loseh Gordon Manley 
la Koy Anita Louise Irene Manning 

Ht Le Roy Francis Loubet's Choral Group Frank Manning 
is Leslie Vie Lourie Margo Manning 
Lester Derethy Love Phytlis Manstield 
Lester ‘ Ellen Love Rddie Manson 

Levent Marion Loveridge Lisa Maranz 

e Le Vere Rosa Low Alive Marble 
Levey Lowe, Hite & Stanley Doe Marcus 
Lewin David Lowe Anita Marcadis 

Lewis Edmund Lowe Claude Marchant 
n Lewis Ruth Lowe Norma Maretini 
Lewis Angelita Loyola Machifo & Orch. 
y Lewis Mabel Luce ete Marconi 


Margo 

Carol Margot 
Marianne 

Irma Mariasche 
Paul Mario 

(iypay Markoff 
Jerry Marks 

tilenn Marlin 

Hugh Marlowe 
Mary Robin Marlowe 
Lee Marmer 

Risa Marr 

Vincent Marra 
Bihoache Marsay 
Betty Lou Marsh 
Carolyn Marsh 

day Marshall 
Eddie Marshall 
Bernice Marshall 
Everett Marshall 
Herbert) Marshall 
Jvis Marshall 

duck Marshall 
Lucille: Marshall 
Madeline Marshall 
Paul Martel Orchestra 
Billy Martin 
Hlizaheth Talbot Martin 
(say Martin Girls 


Martin 
doe Martin 
Martin 


Marion Martin 

Mary Mariin 
Giovanni Martinelli 
Chu Che Martinez 
Vineent Martini 

Chico Marx 

Gil Maison 

Arthur Mason 

Melisa Mason 

Theresa Mason 

Hlona Misses 

Inez Mathews 

dane Mathews 

Tony Matheayvs 

Kitty Mattern 

Emmet Matthews 
Henry Matthews 
Lucille Matthews 
Nicholas Matthey 

Jean Matus 

Sergei Matusewitch 
Dora Maugham 

Bob Maurice 

The Great Maurice 
Maurice & Cerdoba 
Arthur Maxwell 

Bisa Maxwell 

Marty Muay 

Art Mayberry 

Mitzi Mayfair 

Marion Maye 

Fddie Mayehofft 

Joan Maynard 

John Mayo 

Sune Mayo 

Margo Mayo Square Dancers 
John MeArdle 

Emily MeBride 

Sara Ann MeCabe 
Marie MeCall 

Frances MeCann 
Pegeen MeCarthy 
Helen MeCartney 

Jack MeCauley 

Joan MeCracken 

Nell MeCormick 
Margaret MeCulloh 
Virginia MeCurds 
Gustava MeCurdys 

Tom MeDermott 
Marguerite MeDonald 
Norma MeDowell 
Randy MeDowell 
(iloria MeGehee 

Mel MeGill 

Nircinia MeGraw 

Don MeGrath & Orch. 
Paul MeGrath & Orch. 
Nudrey MeGregor 

Kae MeGregor 

Prank Meltntosh 

Ila} Meintyre Orch, 
Helen MekKehn 

Mehkenna 

MeKenney 
Dorothy MeNichols 
MeKenzie 

Dan MeKillof 

Mack Mehinney 

Jerre MeMahon 

Lois MeMahon 

MeManus 

Joe MeNamara & Orch. 
MeNulty Family 
Mary MeQuade 
Stanley Melba & 
Arax Melkonian 
Arthur Melli 


Orch, 


a 


Julio Mendez 

rince Mendez 
Helen Menken 
Evelyn Menton 


Prancis Mercer 
Mabel Mercer 
Ruby Mercer 
Elaine Meredith 
Jack Merle 
Ethel Merman 
Fay Merrill 
Jouu Merrill 


Merrill 
Merrill 


Robert 
Annajean 
Merrymaes 
Jean Merwin 
Katherine Meskill 
John Messner & Orch, 
Donald Mettigan 

Betty Meyers 

Steve Mince 

Geraldine Michaelis 
Michel Michon 

Non Middleton 

Midge Fellows 

Mignon 
Salvatore 
Miguelita 
Joseph Mikula 


Mignole 


Delores Milan 

(irace Miles 

Jackie Miles 

Millard & Marlin 

Ano Miller 

Klaine Miller 

Freddie Miller Quartet 
Susan Miller 

Mavis Mims 


Veronica Mimoso 
Elissa Minet 

Borah Mineviteh Raseals 
Dorothy Minty 

Jerry Miranda 

Jess Mitchell 

Toni Mitehell 

zie’s Luckey Girls 
Vie Mizzy 

Modernaires 

Moke and Poke 
Tootsie Molitor 

Klaine Mollach 

Carl Monaco 

Lucy Menree 

Vaughan Monroe & Orch. 
Bebe Montague 
Montenegro 
Carlotta Montez 
Hetty Montgomery 
Maria Montiero 

Moore & HKergere 
Constance Moore 
Monicu Moore 

Jean Moorehead 

Nore Morales & Orch. 


Moran & Wiser 
Allan Moran 


NEROUS PEOPLE THE 


Giedo Morelli 
Klizabeth Morgan 
Morgan 
Tommy Morgan 
Morgan Sisters 
Marie Morley 

Jd. Warren Morse 
Clarke Mergan 
Dennis Morgan 
Grace Morgan 
Hienry Morgan 
Ko, Morgan 
Mevley & Gearhart 
arie Morles 

Mme. Juliette Morova 
David) Morris 
trances Morris 
Meorray 

Pat Morrow 

Paul Morris 

Bilis Morion 
Hlarey I. Morton 
Martian Morton 
Philip Morvell 
Walter Mosby 
Moss 

Zoro Mastel 
Sisters 
Ahan Mowbray 
Mary Mullen 
Mulligan 
Dean Mundy 

Helen Munoz 

Pvt. Jules Munshin 
Ninceent Mune & Orch. 
Murphy Sisters 
Carol Murphy 
Dean Murphy 
Prank Murphy 
Cecil Murray 

Pvt. Charlie Murray 


John Creighton Murray 


Woon Murray 
Murtall Sisters 
Musieaheires 

Betty Louise Myers 
Carmel Myers 

M. Nadetson 

dean Nagel 

dack Nagle 

Kay Nakao 

Ruth Natibow 
Marguerite Namara 
Teddy Napoleon 
Michael Neale 
Paul Nechamkus 
dohu Neher 
Gertrude Neidlinger 
Anne Neiffert 
Peter Neiroft 
Nelson-Boxing Cats 
Nelson & Lewis 
Ann Nelson 

Betty Nelson 

Pred) Nelson 
Merwin Nelson 
Skip Nelson 

Naney Ness 

Al Nevins 

Marty Nevins 
Marion Newberry 
Newkirk 
Charlotte Newman 
Adele Nice 
Nicholas Bros, 
Beth Nichols 
Nancy Nichols 
Olive Nicholson 
Mickey 
Nicola 

Nikitina 

Niles 

Genin Nirova 
Marta Nita 

Noble & King 
Naney Nohin 
Nirginia Nolte 
Barbara Nooddell 
Ingeborg Nordquist 
Blanche Norman 
Lucille Norman 
Marsha Norman 
Naney Norman 
Peggy Norman 
Bill Norman & Orch. 
Dagmar Nordstrom 
Siexrfried Nordstrom 
Alfred) Norris 
Runice Norris 
Narja Norskuya 
Martha Norton 
Baron Novak 
George Nutbeen 
Norman Nyman 
kiddie O'Brien 

Kay O'Brien 
Virginia O'Brien 
ape 


Mary O'Counor 
Patsy O'Daira 
Rose O'Day 

Bell O'Dell 
Kliine O'llara 
Helen O'Hara 
Geoffrey O'Hara 
Roger Ohardieno 
Walter O'Reefe 
Olheim 
Nina Olivette 
Olsen & Johnson 
Olson & Shirley 
Anita O'Meara 
John O'Neill 
Margery O'Neill 
Sonya Orlova 
Patty Ortell 
Michael O'Rourke 
Nancy O'Rourke 
Ortiss 
Senge Osato 
Osborn 
Helen Osborne 
Will & 
Olea Oshipke 
Adrina Otero 
Maria Ouspenskaya 
dames Outlaw 
Hleury Owens 

Owen & Parker 
Oxford Boys 
Beatrice Fung Ove 
Kalph Paddock 
Prank Page 

Lily Puget 

Ann 

Richard Paige 

fom Paige 

Palmer & Johnson 
Penny Palmer 
Kemo Palmieri 
Aubrey Pankey 

M. Chas. Pantley 
VPanvini 
Dorothy Paprocki 
Vina Varelles 
Frank Paris 
Benson Varish 
dean Varker 

Mary Varker 
Parr 

Adele Parrish 

Htelen Parrish 

Tom Varshleys 

Bill Varson 

Happy Jim Parsons 
Prank Parsons 

doe Pasco 

Mary Paski 
Tony Pastor & Orel. 
tall Patrick 

Jay Patrick 
Kussell Patterson 
Mona Paulee 


VORL 


Paulette Sisters 
Paulist Choristers 
Paulson 
Paulson 
Comie Payne 
Alice t ree 


tiny Pearsen 
Peechner 
Peek-a-Boo Jimmy & Orch. 
Corolle Peorce 
ed Peltou 
Pendleton 
fe. Penman 
Richard Venn 
Aun Pennington 
Peis) Penny 
Pepe & His Dancers 
Johnny Pepper 
Rese Perfect 
(len Perkins 
Perkins 
Waller Perner Band 
Pred Veronne 
Bea Perrin Trio 
Grace Perry 
Perry 
Ronald) Perry 
Verena Pesehl 
Pet Milk Serenade 
Anita Peters 
Viola Peters 
Peyton 
Bill Plretps 

ici VPhetos 


Orch. 


Mary 
Hteney Phillips 

James Phillips 

dane Pickens 
Molly 

Sotea Pierce 

Mildred Walker Piker 
Pied Vipers 

Pitts 

fimanuelina Pizzuto 
Dorothy Place 

Mark DPlaat 

Mare Platt 

Lou Polansky 

Pollack 

Pred Potnauer 

Vato Grounds Glee Club 
Barbara Pond 
Carmella Ponsetle 
Pops & Louie 

Albert) Popwell 
Dovothy Porter 

Nunes Porter 

Marianna Poske 
Marion Posner 

Robert) Posnick 

Ted Posi 

Carolyn & Tal Potter 
Fiteen Powell 

Meusie Powell & Orch, 
Powers Models 

Judy Powers 

June Powers 

Lynn Powers 

Tom Powers 

Manny Prager & Oreh. 
dune Preisser 

Allen Preseott 

Arnold Price 

ticorgie Price 

Pearl 

Gertrude Pritzker 
Addie Prohaska 

Jed Prouty 

Sd Prussin Oreh, 
Henrietta Pulli 

Amado Poovlan 

Leda Quail 

Nina Quartin 


Phillips 


Dick 

Radio \ces 

Radio RKogues 

Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall 
Kael 

Muriel Rahn 

Victoria Rains 

Patsy Raines 

Basil Kallis 


Prince Ramah 
Kamona 

Dorothy Ramsey 
Walter Kaney 
Sally Rand 
Addison Kandall 
Bill Randall 

doxs Randazzo 
Hetty 

Raphiel 
Doreths Rapps 
Kasely 
Kasha A Mirko 
Carel Raye 
Kasymond & Diane 
helen mond 
Jims 
Mac Raymond 
Milton Kay mond 
Charles Keagan 
dolo Reagan 
Phe Hedhills 
Kita Belle Redlich 
Kiver Dave 
Alin Reed 

Janet 
Marshall Reed 
Phattis Peed 
Charles Kegan 
Marisa Recules 
Sam Reichman 
Kath Reid 
Reiger 
Nessun Reilly 
Catherine Koiner 
Paul RKRemos 
Kenan 
Renee 

Kev Renard 

Phe 


ters 


Keyes 


James 
Joe Kes 
Resnolds 
bois Kesnolds 
sheihe Keynotes 
fomms KResnolds & 
Jean Rhodes 
Kheadora 

f.ertrude Ribla 
doe Rieordel & 
Rieh 

Richards 

Richards 
Marjorie Richards 
Richardson 
Lean Riehur 
Louise Richardson 
Thomas 
Norma Richter 
Will May Kicker 
Clyde Riddick 
Andree Kidoux 
Thelma Riess 
Ralph Riges 
Tommys Higgs 
Kigeletto Bros, 
Lorraine Riley 


Orch 


K 
Blaoehe King 
Kubs ing 


Walter Rinner 
Marjorie Kiordanu 
Hob Ripley 

due Kiples 
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Herbert Rissman 
Anne Rittenberg 
Ritz Brothers 
Adele Rivie 

Jane Robbiu 

Gayle Robbins 
Sydell Robbins 
Ferris & Trixie RKobbins 
Richard Rober 
Clarence Koberts 
Dixie Roberts 
Joan Roberts 

Olga Roberts 

Paul Roberts 
Texas Jim Robertson 
Paul Kobesou 
Kobinson & Lorane 
Ann Robinson 
Earl Robinson 
Florence Robinson 
Jacqueline Robinsen 
Thelma Robinson 
Kobson Bros. 
Maurice Rocco 
Betty Roche 
Renee Kochelle 
Dedee Rockafellow 
Priscilla Rockwell 
Col. Stewart Roddle 
Cyrel Rodney 
George Rodeo 
Viola Roessler 
Joe Rogers 

Phyllis Rogers 
Roy Rogers 

Bob Roland 
Georgette Rolandez 
Charles Rolland 
‘Tony maine 
Bernice Roman 
Ray Komane 

Al Rondo 

Fred Roner 

Kita Roper 

Rosalie 

Rosario & Antonio 
Michael Rosco 
Barnard Rose 
Frankie Rose 
Leila Rose 

Rose Marie 

May Rosecrans 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Jack Roesello Orch. 
Kose’s Midgets 
Belle Rosette & West Indies Group 
Carl Rossini 
Rosita & Leslie 
Helen Rosler 

Ross Sisters 
Dorotlw Koss 
John EE. Ross 

Roy Ross Orchestra 
Stuart Ross 

Irwin Rosy 

Joe Roth 

Luba Roudenko 
Kendall B. Rowell 
Rowland 

Marie Rowlenson 
Jeanne Roy 

Benny Rubin 
Maria Rubini 
Doris Ruby 

Sonia RKudenko 
Grace Lincoln Rudd 
Phyllis Rudolph 
George Ruppert 
Blix Ruskay 

Coby Ruskin 
Elmer Russ 

Helen Russel 

Zella Russell 
Wim. Russell 
Russian Mendowland Singers 
Ann Rutherford 
Eddie Kyan 

June Ryan 

Pat Ryan 

Phyllis Ryan 


Sue Ryan 

Tommy Ryan 
Ruth Ryder 

Plena Kyerson 
Sabar 

Simon Sadeff 

Dell St. John 
Sylvia St. Clair 
liy Salant 

Ruth Salomon 
Marie Salisbury 
Ba Be Salter 

Sam buy 

Ramee Sami 
Sammakine 

Chris Sanders 
Nuomi Sanders 
Preston Sanders 
Henry Sandor 
Sandra 

Reggie Sands 
Joseph San Lilippe 
Tommy Sanford 
Ralph Sanford 
Kosemary Sankey 
Al Santora & Boy Boxers 
Olivio Santora 
Saperton & Shefter 
Mati Sari 

Dorothy Sarnoff 
Marianna Sarrica 
Hal Saunders Orchestra 
Marusia Sava 

Ann Savage 

Jan Savitt & Orch, 
Jimmy Save 
Saxon & Lawrence 
Don Saxon 

Al Schacht 
Rosemary Schaefer 
Isabel Schap 

Jack Schapiro 
britzi Scheff 


George Sebastian & Orch. 


Leonard Seeley 
Vivienne Segal 
Katherine Sergave 
Billy Shell 
Gladys Shelley 
Billy Schenk 
Frankie Schenk 
Loretta Schere 
Ella Shields 

Paul Schierz 
Mary Schiessinger 
Sanford Schlussel 
Edith Schmall 
Kleanor Schotield 
Joseph Schorr 
Marion Schott 
Rodell Schreier 
Beatrice Schroeder 
Barbara Seullys 
Jane Seully 

Mary Alice Schwab 
Niklos Sehwatb 
Jean Schwartz 
Joan Sehwartz 
Lou Schwartz 

J. Schwartzdorf 
Frederick Schweppe 
Doris Scotoliss 
Hazel Scott 
Margaret Scott 
Kandolph Scott 
Susan Seott 

fredi Seares 

Al Sears 

John Sebastian 
Bea Seckler 
Winifred Seeley 
Lou Seiler 

Esther Selinsky 


Viadimir Selinsky String Quartette 


The Serenaders 

Jerry Serly 

Leonard Seus 

Margaret Severn 

Dan Seymour 

Jack Shaindtin & Orch, 
Elaine Shannon 


marine. 


failed. 


ET no cloistered thous 
a living spirit. It is 
my country. That is my duty and heritage. 


‘Soldiers In Greasepaint’ 


AM the spirit of all actors. My name might be 

Or Brown? Francis or Raye? Benny oF 

Hope; Cantor or Landis; Kelly or Adler. My name 
is Carole Lombard ... Roy Rognan... Tamara. 


AM an acrobat; a singer; a comedian; a dance’, 
and a tragedian. «I am the soubret; the in- 
genue; the juvenile, and the leading man. I am the 
modest performer and I am the star. 


A! this moment I am playing in a tin hut some- 

where in Alaska ...acamp in Australia...a 
makeshift theatre in the Caribbean. I am slogging 
through mud in North Africa; I am in the Solo- 
mons; in Ireland; in England, and in Iceland— 
wherever there’s an American 


its mourn for me. I 
for tears that I serve 


- I persuade a man to buy his limit in war 

bonds; if I inspire a worker to quicken his lathe; 
if I brighten the lot of a lonely soldier—then these 
are my contributions to an America at war. It 
would be cause for lament only if my efforts 


OR this work I ask no plaudits; no eulogies. I 
am a soldier in greasepaint, serving a free 
country and freedom-loving men. This service is 
the actors’ imperishable memoriai. 
Scho. 


Reprinted jrom “Variety,” March 3, 1943 


soldier, sailor or 


Ted Shapiro 
Gloria Shuraft 
Ann Sharon 
Shaw & Lee 
Pelica Shaw 
Kalph Shaw 
Sandy Shaw 
Dorothy shawa 
Al Shayne 
Shen & Raymond 
Patricia Shen 
Walter Sheehan 
Stanley Sheer 
Gladys Shelley 
Ollie Sheppard 
Loretta Shere 
Eleanor Sherry 
Bobby Sherwood Orch, 
Ella Shields 
Jimmie Shields 
Loretta’ Shields 
Shirtes 


James Shirley 


The Shultz Family 
Al Siegel 

Minna Siegel 

Elie Siegimeister 
Naney Sigmonds 
Leonard Silliman 
Hal Silvers 

Vilian Simek 
Eunice Simmons 
AL Simon 

Geo, Simon 

Naney Simon 
Vivienne Simon 
Carl Simpson 
Faith Simpsou 
“Doe” Sims 
Warren Simftis 
Abner Silver 
Annette Silver 

AL Silvi 

Prank Sinatra 

Ray Sinatra 

Diane Sinclair 
Karol Singer 

June Sitarr 
Predrick Sittig 
Margaret Sittig 
Emmy Skelley 
Red Skelton 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Blanche Skowran 
Dr. Kalph Slater 
Tom Stater 

Belle Sloun 

Mary Small 

Jack Smart 

Roy Smeck 
Madame Vera Smirnova 
Alice Gordou-Smith 
Smith & Beckett 
Smith & Dale 

Bob Smith 

Betty James 
Fddie Smith 

Edith Smith 

Faye Elizabeth Smith 
Grace Smith 

Grant Smith 

Jack Smith 

Kate Smith 

Rann Smith 

Kollin Smith 

Kuss Smith Orch. 
Vivian Smith 
Willie Smith 
Lorraine Suyder 
Joe Sodja 

Otte Soglow 

Willie Solar 

Hilde Somer 
Matti Sondi 

Son & Sonny 
Sonny & Terry 
The Sophisticates 
Vincent Sorey & Co 
Harry Seosnick 
June Southard 

The Southernaires 
Eva Sova 

Sigmund Spaeth 
Betty Spain 
Genevieve Sparling 
Billy Sparrow 
Albert Spalding 
Jack Spalding 
Jolin Spalding 
Mugesey Spanier & Orch. 
Seth Spaulding 
Tris Speaker 
Margaret Speaks 


Sammy Spear & Pelham Heath 


Inn Orch, 
Wilma Spence 
Kenneth Spencer 
Margaret Spencer 
Audrey Sperling 
Earl Spicer 
Louis Spielman 
Spivy 
Helen Louise Sprout 
Dick Stubile’'s Oreh, 
Mona Stanford 
Bert Stanley 
Bob Stanley's Orch, 
Louise Stanley 
Milton Stanley 
Neal Stanley 
Kuth Stanley 
Bob Stanton 
Lucille Stanton 
Doris Stapleton 
Eva Stark 
Stark 
Eleanor Starkey 
The Starlets 
Louise Starr 
Statler Twins 
George Stearney Orch. 
Harold Stearns 
Lillian Stearns 
Kleanor Steber 
Kddie Steel 
Johnnie & Sondra Steel 
Fal, Stet¥e 
Ruth Stein 
Maxine Stellmaa 
Suvunne Sten 
Isabel Stenson 
Joho Stenson 
Stephanie & Armande 
Sani Stept 
Bill Stern 
Isnne Stern 
Helen Steven 
Robt. Steyeus 
Williain Stevens 
Allen Stewart 
Dotty Stewart 
Stewart 
Sally Stewart 
Willa Stewart 
Harry Stockwell 
Lucille Stoddart 
Robert Stolz & Orch. 
Alice Stone 
Mitzi Stone 
Tom & Jerry Stone 
Paula Stone 
Donna Storley 
Stouffer Twins 
Ted Straeter & Orch. 
Chester Stratton 
Maleolm Strohl 
Mary Strong 
Stroud Twins 
Barbara Stuart 
Charles Stuart * 
Richard Stuart 
Mary Strug 


stuff & Nonsense 
Alex Stutz 

Olga Suarez 

Sue 

brances Sugarman 
Danny Sullivan 
Joe Sullivan 

Lydia Summers 
Tris Suominen 
John Surrey 

Hugh Sutherland 
Marys Sutherland 
William Sutherland 
Dan Satter 

Bette Suydan 


Astu Sven with Capt, Birch 


Swa-Hili Dancer: 
Jimmy Sweeney 
hhatherine Swilt 

Paul Sydell & Scotty 
Douglas Sylvan 

Don Sylvie 

Beverly Symmes 

Szendy 


Tamara 

Akim Tamiroff 
Tanglefoot 

Tanner & Thomas 
Tapps 
Tina Tarsell 

Khay Tatum 

Doris Tauber 
Bernice Taylor 
Ellen Tastor 

Hilda Taylor 

June Tastor 
Johnny Taylor 
Marilyn Taylor 
Louis Teicher 
Georgian Templeton 
Jean Tennyson 
Lucille Terrell 
Norma Terris 
Anne Terry 

Joyce Terry 

Renee Terry 
Warren Lee Terry 
Bernie Thall 
Virginia Thayer 
Allan Thomas 
Connie Thomas 
Helen Thomas 
Jane Thomas 
John Charles Thomas 
Virginia Thomas 
Archie Thompson 
Kay Thompson 
Arlene Thomson 
Alfred Thornton 
Koy Thorsen 
Three Blair Sisters 
Three Crandell Sisters 
Three Merry Makers 
Three Koyal Knights 
Three Sisters 
Three Steppers 
Three Swifts 
Three Suns 
Tibbett 
Thomas Tibbett 
Vienne Tibor 
Timber 
Lydia Tisen 

Paul Tisen & Coa, 
Joseph Timmons 
Charlie Tobias 
(eorge Tobias 
Lyle Tod 

Nani Todd 

Kate Toland 
Leuise Tolley 
Tom, Diek & Marry 
Don Tompkins 

Mel Tormey 
Nichotas Torzs 
Prank Touhy 
Tanya Tova 

Kobert Tower 
The Townsends 
Toy & Wing 
Prince Ming Toy 
Al Trace & Orchestra 
Arthur Tracy 


Pat Travers & Her Men About 


Town 
Patricia Travers 
Vincent Travers Orchestra 
Arthur Treacher 
Jack Trepel 
Grace Travers 
Irene Treiman 
Don Trent 
Mary Trepel 
Evelyn True 
Trio Dancers 


Sarah Trofford 

Tropical Revue 

Bobby Tucker 

Sophie Tucker 

Tommy Tacker & Orchestra 
Anthony Tudor 

Rowan Tudor 

Frank Tuohy 

Judy & Cecile Turner 
Peggy Turnley 

Two ERee's & A Honey 

Kay Twomey 

Two Kings & A Queen 
Marcela Uhl 

Arthur Ulisse 

Corp. Bill Underwood & Ce. 
Alexander Uninsky 

Fred Uttal 


Miguelito Valdez 
Nalentinoff 

Gina Valenti 
April Valle 

Edith Valle 
Francesco Valentine 
Van & Jan 

Adele Van 

Gius Van 

Carol Van Buskirk 
Gloria Van Dove 
James Yan Dyke 
Princess Vanessa 
Katje Van Forst 
Isnac Van Grove 
Mary Van Kirk 
Helen Van Loon 
Peter Van Steeden 
Nina Varela 
Astrid Varnay 
Louis Varuna 
Evelyn Vaugha 
Velero Sisters 
Janet & Jay Velie 
Benay Venuta 
Lizette Verena 
James Vernon 
Floria Vestolt 

Eric Victor 
Victory Girls 
Victory Twins 
Guillermo Villarine 
George Vincent 
Jackie Vincent 
Romeo Vincent 
Valentina Vishnevska 
Volkoff & Miadova 
Marion Von Aha 
Yonn & Powney 
Al Wagner 

Edna Wagner 
Mary Louise Wagner 
Bea Wain 

Lee Wainer 

Wakefield 
Karl Waldo 

Bill Waldren 
Cheryl Walker 
Kirby Walker 


Alfred Wallenstein 
Fats Walier 
Audrey Walters 
Isabel Walters 

lan Walters 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Ken Watton 

Chin Wan 

Jef Warren 
Warner Sisters 
Jounne Warner 
Mal Warner 
Joseph Washington 
Dale Wasserman 
The bkive Wards 


‘Julie Warren 


Ethel Waters 
Jean Watson 
Milton Watson 
Winifred Steed Watson 
Pinkie Watkins 
Wayne & Marlin 
Jerry Wayne 
Mahel Wayne 
dack Webb 
Muriel Weber 
Virginia Webster 
George Wedderburn 
Kobert Weede 
Polly Weeks 
Oscar Weidhaus 
Virginin Weidler 
B. Weinroth 
Dave Weinstein 
Albert Weintraub 
Dr. Anron Weiss 
Don Weissmuller 
Dwight Weist 
Hazel Weller 
Irene Weller 
Claire Welles 
Edward Wellington 
Billy Wells 
Roslyn Wells 
Winston Wells 
Kay Welsh 

Muriel Welsh 
Senor Wences 
Wana Wenerholm 
Helen Wenzel 
Bill Wernicke 
Bernie West 
Everett: West 
Pauline West 

Bill Westbrook 
Audrey Westphal 
Eddie Weston 
Bob Whelan & Yvette 
Joanne Wheatley 
Frank Wheeler 
Arleen Whelan 
Philip Whelan 
Ireene Wicker 
“Doe” Whipple 
Set. Lawrence Whisonant 
Alice White 
Danny White 
Evelyn White 

Hy White 

derry White 
Joshua White 
Linda White 
Margaret Peon White 
Nora White 

Olive White 

Kuth Whitelaw 
Fd Whitford 
Whiting 
Marion Whiting 
Beverly Whitney 
June Whyte 
Glorin Whitney 
Whittemore & Lowe 
Cus Wicke 
Valentine Wienning 
Marie Wilkins 
Dick Willard 
Harold Willard 
Billy Williams 
Bob Williams 
Doris Williams 
Gene Williams 
Lavinia Willinms 
Lulling Williams 
Mary Lou Williams 
Mimi Williams 
Rudy Williams 
Ketty Willis 
Barbara Willison 
Bill Williston 
Bob Willis 
Frances Wills 
Lou Wills, Jr. 
Billy Wilson 
Dorothy Wilson 
WAKE 
Garland Wiisen 
June Wilson 
Laura Wilson 
Nathaniel Wilson 
Orlandus Wilson 
Teddy Wilson Orchestra 
Anna Wiman 
Paul Winchell 
Kuth Winchell 
Gene Winchester 
Alice Winslow 
June Winters 
‘Terry Lee Winters 
Barry Winton & Orchestra 
Jerry Withee 
Paul Wittgeastein 
Mary Wovczeska 
Daniel Wolf 
Viein Wolfe 

Rate Wolff 

Dick Wolfson 
Joseph 
Tommy Wonder 
Anna May Wong 
Barry Wood 
Peggy Wood 
farbara Woodell 
Gene Woodlin 
Fred Woodman 
Kileen Woods 
Tonl Woods 
Woodson Sisters 
Monty Woolley 
Richard Worth 
Betty Wragge 
John Wray 

Anita Peters Wright 
Arthur Wright 
Sunny Wright 
Sonja Wronkow 
Perey Wyekott 
Jane Wyman 
Mona Wyndell 
Keenan Wynn 
Nan Wynn 
Wynsor Dance Group 
Beatrice Yessof 
Ronan York 
Helen Vorke 

Ben Vost 

Yorke & Ortez 
Young 
Helen Young 
Jimmie Young 
Roland Young 
Henny Youngman 
Tris & June Voy snoff 
foo Ling Vu 
Yvette 


Alexander Zakin 
Don Zelaya 

Zelli Sisters 

Vicki Zimmer 
Billy Zimmerman 
Ethel Zione 
George Zoriteh 
Vera Zorina 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


VARIETY 


ENEROUS PEOPLE THE WORLD 


Pierre Aumont 
Brian Aherne 
Norman Abbondante 
Daniel P. Adams 
Vanoye Aixens 
Stuart Adler 
Ellen Albertini 
Josiah Albright 
Valarie Alexander 
Dolly Alten 
Dick Allen, USN 
Napoleon Allen 
Sara Allen 
Wana Allison 
Lenny Amato 
Lenore Amazo 
Andy Anderson 
Judith Arlen 
Arma Ensemble 
Pvt. Henning Arnaut 
Jrene Allison 
Helen Alexander 
Jack Alpertson 
Betty Brewer 
Balalaika Group 
James Ballister 
Lucille Banner 
Mr. & Mra. Barrew 
Robert R, Barry 
Capt. Bauer 
Jack Baum 
dames K. Baxter 
Olga Bayrack 
Robert Dean 
Frank Behrens 
~ Joan Beitzer 
Deanne Benimore 
Gunter Berent 
Evalyu Berger 
Pvt. Saul Berman 
Beatrice Berwald 
Seaman Leo Birselhstein 
Harry Blamenthal 
Margaret Bond 
John Breitfeller 
(-loria Brite 
Chuck Brown, USN 
Mitzie Bruggen 
Michael Brimo 
Keaneth Buffet 
Henry Bulkeley, Jr. 
Joan Bullock 
James Cagney 
Andy Celano 
MeDonald Chickering 
Michael Chimes 
Christine 
Dell Clark 
Ciarissa 
Stella Clausen 
Clay 
Norman Coker 
set. Joseph Collins 
Jerry Colonna 
Betty Consden 
Irene Cote 
Will Cottrell 
Doug Couday 
Herbert Cowens 
dean Coyne 
Marold Croner 
Jioward Croner 
Arthur J. Camm 
Walter Camm 
Douglas Canday 
Scaman Bill Cupo 
hohana Curey 
Jd. Carr 
Prancis Carter 
Herman Carter 
Betty Jane Carlton 
Lna Mae Carlisle 
duck Collins 
Jiminy Cook 
Maureen Cannon 
Ronda Date 
Eeasex Dane 
Helen Daniels 
Prank Darling 
Ernest Davids 
Marion Davison 
dane Davis 
A. Davies 
Dorothy Day 
Shannon Dean 
Tom De Carlo 
Leonard Del Monte 
Wilbur De Paris 
N: atatie De Rodney 
Marie Dervise 
Given Dew 
Saki Dieran 
Norman Diekerson 
Julia Dinore 
Lillizn Dong 
Dorothy Donhbam 
Tony 
‘Tommy 


Doris Dowling 
Seaman Vernon Doyle 
Bobbys Dunes “un 
degnette Dusne 
Hazel Dyson 
derry Ragle 
Eastern Aireraft) Orchestra 
Sisters 
Thomas Edwards 
‘vt. Dan Eisen 
Miss Ellie 
Gloria Ellis 
Ellis 
arl 
Faller 


Bobby Pannen 
Nona Peid 
doseph Feinhbloom 
Be ‘rhice ink 


Seaman W; Foley 
Lydia Fohlrichs 
Betty Poltz 
Sylvia Port 
Dr. Emmett Fox 
Ruth Fremont 
M. Friedman 
Joan Voutatie 
Donald Care 
Charles Gaige 
Gertrude Gale 
Matoy Galindey 
Sascha Gorodnitski 
fhe Hallidays 
Pvt. Hall 
Marilyn Hightower 
Htarris & Hunter 
Mary Healy 
Peter Lind Haves 
Hopper—Phe Checker King 
Barbara Jeven 
R. Johannis 
‘Perry Kelly 
hay Kellner 
Morey Kende 
Billy Kond 
dt. Riehard Korn 
Bobby Kroll 
Howard Kroll 
George Lopez & 
dean Love 
Noah Landberg 
Biissa Landi 
Ellis Larkins Trie 
louise Leonard 
George Feonard 
Donna Lew 
David Lewinter 
John Noble Macleon 
vt. Victor Manuseviteh 
Dwight Marfield 
Geerge Marsh 
Predye Marshall 
Henry Marshall 
Mervin Martin 
Maralyn Martinez 
Catherine Mastice 
Michael MeDougall 
Themas MeDougal! 


Rhythm Boys 


M 


Nelson MeGill 

Private Larry MeGrath 
Albert Mieff 

dack Mieli 

Audrey Miller 

Bobby Miller 

Elaine Miller 

dredo Morelli 

Diane Morey 

Jobn Creighton Murray 
Lenwood Morris 
Maria Montes 

Mt. Molyoke Collegiate V8 
Kitty Murray 

Peggy Morray 

Robert Thomas Murray 
Evelyn Muslow 

M. Nadelton 

J. Neary 

Waneta & Arnold New 
Laurence November 
It. Jim Nylon 

Set. Arthur O'Connell 
Robert Opie 

Vereda Pearson 

Pvt. George Petrie 
Albert Popwell 

Nancy Porter 

Irving VPesy 

Hal Potter 

Red Powers 

Mile. Theresa Quadri 
Plorence Qoain 
Gregory Ratoff 
Lizbeth Russell 

doyee Ranee 

Raderman 

Florence Raedier 
Victoria Rane 

Nandy Raymond 

Harold Reed 
Regan 

Victoria Rein 


Republie Aviation Corp. Band 
William Hichmond 
Marry Robbins 
Myron Robbins 
lucky Roberts 
Sigourney B. Romaine 
Constance Reselle 
Jeanne L. Rosenberg 
Pvt. Winston Ross 
Rowland 
. Rudie 
Hert Rule 
Sabateita 
Marylyn Sable 
Pvt. Raymond E. Salisbury 


Set. Billy Sands 
Ruth Reid) Santort 
Ilsa Sass 
Gertrude Saunders 
N. Saunders 

Vera Saunders 


Gloriea Searl 
Martin Seharfman 
Walter Scheff 

Schipper 

Pvt. Paul Scott 

J. M. Seeferth 
Charles Sfass 
Seaman Harry Shaw 
Hayden Shayner 
June Sheeran 

Billy Shell & Ca, 
Edna Skinner 
Set. Smith 
Pvt. Andrew 
Fdna Smith 
Homer Smith 
Southern Col, Sextette 
J. DeWitt Spencer 
Sports Quiz 

Marion Stoakes 

Fred Stone 

Morris Stonzek 
Lorraine Strauch 
Harry Strauss 

Erwin Strauss 

Stringer 

Lieut. Frank Spatuzzi 
Dick Stabile 

Corp. Dave Sugerman 
Al Strunkoff 

Beverly Svymms 
Barbara Syrkin 

The Sentimentatlists 
The Toopers 

Josie Thorpe 

Samuel Taylor 


Smith 


Biliy VYelepan 
Buell Thomas 
Mary Allen Thompson 


Krie Thorpe and Al Hyde 
F. 

doyee Turberg 

Aodith Tunin 

Pvt. Charles Tymeas 
The Van Noyes Sisters 
Peter Vanamel 

Lil Varrett 

Edith Voelker 

Gale Volehok 

Bill Vewgel 

Paul Watton 

Jerome Ward 

Corp. Weisberg 
Jimmie White 

doe White 

Lavinin White 

Irene Wiley 

Victor Wittgenstein 

S. Wolkow 

WOR Symphony Orchestra 
Naney Walker 
Charlotte Yude 
Michael Zanmm 

Zelli Sisters 


PRODUCERS 


Al Bloomingdale 
George Branidt 
larry Brandt 
Chery} Crawford 
Pred Fintethoffe 
Vinton Freedley 
Russell Jauneys 
Richard Kollmar 
Miller 

Sol Lesser 


New Opera Company 
Billy Rose 

Leonard Sillman 

Jee and J. 3. Shubert 
The Theatre Guild 
Mike Tedd 

Mark Warnow 
Dwight Deere Wiman 
Roger White 


RADIO NETWORKS AND STATIONS 


NATIONAL 
COMPANY 
Niles Frammell 
Proak Mullen 
Ciarence Menser 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 
William Paley 
Paul hesien 
Dougles Coulter 
BROADCASTING SYS- 


Miller MeClintock 
Adolph Optinger 


BROADCASTING 


MOTTON PICT CR 


Columbia Vietures 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayver 
Movegram Pictures 
Paramount Pietures 
Principal Artists Productions 
RKO-Radio Pictures 


BLUE NETWORK 
Kdward J. Noble 
Mark Woods 
Phillips Carlin 
Rdgar Kobak 
Charles Barry 
Ray Kuight 

Provest 
Wright 


WIZ 

John MeNeil 
WABC 

George W. Allen 
WOR 


Alfred MeCosker 
T. Streibert 
Julius Seebach 


HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS 


Hotel New Yorker 
Park Central 
Hotel Pierre 

Hotel Plaza 

Rogers Corner 

Hotel Shelton 

Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel Warwick 


Aquarium Restaurant 
Hotel Astor 
Hotel Belmont VPlaza 
Child's Restaurant 
Hotel Dixie 

Hotel Edison 

Hotel Lexington 
Hotel Liacotn 


PUBLICITY AGENTS 


Tred Martens 
Leonard MeBain 
Leo Miller 
Pegey Phillips 
Jim Proctor 
Bob RKeud 

Ross Associates 
Sam Ruben 
Kernie Sobol 
Milton Stern 
taary Stevens 
f.eorge Satton 
hd Weiner 


David O. Alber 
Herbert Barratt 
Ivan Black 
Ben Dahlgren 
Harry Davies 
Ed Duloff 
Chick barmer 
Karle Ferris 
Phil Gannon 
Dave Green 
Irving Hofiinan 
Marvin koln 
Frank Law 


CAFE SHOWS 


Bal Tabacin ba Conga 
Bertoloiti's bai Martinique 
Cafe Downtown Latin Quarter 


Cafe Society Uptown la Vie Parisienne 
Cerutti's Monte Carlo 

Copacabana Numher One Fifth Avenue 
Cuban Old Roumania 

Jack Demypsey'’s Restaurant Quecn Mary 

Diamend Horseshoe Kadio Franks 


Riobomba 

Russian Kretchma 
sawdust Trail 
Small Paradise 


Don Julio 

EI] Moroeco 
Famous Boor 
Volies Berrere 

Giay Nineties 
Glass Hat 
Greenwich Village Inn 
Havana “adrid 
Hurricane 

Ieeland Restaurant 
Kelly's stables 


\ uge Karn 
Vanguard 
Voivel Restaurant 

Zebra 


ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVES AND AGENTS 


Charles then \iiles Togalls 
Harry “ines Hert Jonas 
Walter Boat: helor Paul 
Marry Besiry Kerr 

Boosey and tawks WWirkeby 
Leona Crier and Lyons 


Herman Citron Kay MeKewen 
Louise Crane Viike Special 
Jean Dalrymple Proce Powell 
Abe Feinberg Max Richards 
Bob Franm Maron Selsnick 


Louis Shurr 

Beutrice Troey 
* Charles Wagner 

Nianferd Zuker 


Annie Pricdberg 
Moe Gate 

Hess and VieCaffery 
Leland Hasward 
Constance Htope 


CAFE OWNERS AND MANAGERS 


Bill Bertolotti Miike Larson 
Frank Beesincer Arthur Lesser 
Rocco Camara dack Lewis 
Robert Clristenberry Anthonys Longabardi 


dames Colligan Martin Lonnild 
Emmett Conniff Aogel Lopez 
Dario Jack Mandel 
Jack Davies J. Milich 
Jimmie Dwyer Henry Miller 


Veter Nemiroff 
Joba Perona 
Monte Proser 
Nick Prounis 
Louise Reid 


M. Elwetl 

Jack Entratter 

J. Ferrara 
Joe Guareia 

Bill Hardy 


Jack Warris Jay Russell 
Meyer Lorawitz Silverman 
Johnny iacrele doe Sprituger 


Wally Wanger 
beu Watters 


Jce Howard 
Sven Jorcensen 


Republic Pietures 
Puwentieth Century 
Lnited Nrtists 


Warner Brothers 


CONCERT MANAGEMENT AND ARTISTS BUREAUS 


CONCERTS 
Lawrence Evans 
Arthur Judson 
Horace 4. Parmelee 
Coppicus 
Ward brench 
Kuith O'Neill 
Major I. Shang, Jr. 
Andre Mertens 
Ada Cooper 
Flora Walker 

ENTERTAINMENT 

BtUREAL 
Nathan Abramson 
Herman Paley 


NATIONAL CONCERT ARTIST 
CORPORATION 
Marks Levine 
Alfred) Morton 
bitzgerald 
Daniel Pathill 


SOL HUROK 
sol Tburok 
(rerald Cooode 
Barry Hyams 
Mae Proman 
MORRIS AGENCY 
William Morris, Jr, 
Abe Lastfoxel 


Ww. col STON LEIGH 
Mtsi€ CORPORATION OF 
AMERICA 
Jules Stern 
David A. Werblin 
Herb Rosenthal 
Jack Bertel 
AUSTIN WILDER 
Pat Patrice! 
Theresa Manti 
GENERAL AMLSEMENT 
PORATION 
Phomas G. 


COR- 


Rockwell 


THEATRES 


W'S STATE THEATRE 
. €. Moskowitz 
Hosen 
Marvin Schenck 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Robert) Weiliman 
Kobert) Shapire 


SERVICE BANDS AND 


Army—Play By Play 

Camp Dix Bane 

Camp Joyce Kilmer Band 

Pt, Wadsworth Band 

Port Hiamilton Band 

Great Neck Training Station Band 

Signal Corps Photographie Band 

This Is The Arms 

Quarter Master Band 

U.S. Coast Guard Recruiting Sta- 
tien 

Coast Guard Manhattan 
‘Te: th Training Station 


RONY THEATRE 
4. A. Partington 
Samuel KRaueh 

STRAND THEATRE 
George Dindas 
Zeb Epstin 
Irving Windish 


ORGANIZATIONS 


t. Coast 
Barracks 

Maritime Training Station 

L.S. Naval Armed Guard Center 


Guard Manhattan 


a 

U. Ss. Naval Rees iving Station 

U.S. Naval ining Band 

UL Naval Trainiog School 
Women's Reserve 

“Winged Vieters 
Air borees 


\rmy 


Bornes Soseplison Linton Weil 
Jimmy tretty Wolper 


BROADWAY MUSICAL SHOWS 
BLOSSOM TIME _Etliot Robertson, Stage Manager 
CONNECTICUT bdward Scanton, Stage Manager 
EARLY TO BED Archie Thompsen and Tom Powers, Stage Managers 
LADY: IN THE DARK....... Joseph Kennedy, Stage Manager 
Jerry White and Prank Hall, Stage Manugers 
ONE TOLCH OF VENUS frank Coletti, Stage Manager 
SOMETHING FOR THE BOYS nye sam Lambert, Stage Manager 
SONS O' FUN ; _....Dan Murray and Irving Green, Stage Managers 
STAK AND GARTER Prank Hall, Stage Manager 


STUDENT PRINCE 
THE MERRY WIDOW...... oe 
VAGABOND KING 
WHAT'S trp 


POLLIES 


Walier Ashusen, Stage Manager 


\ndy Anderson, Stage Manager 


Leffler and Cutter, 


lelward Mendelsehn, 


Stage Managers 
Stage Matager 


Danny Brennan and Saint Huber, Stage Managers 


We've tried to be very careful 
But we're sure we've missed someone 


And we want to thank bim (or her) as well 


—American Theatre W ing Entertainment 


Committee 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


CBS Billings Totaled $57,951,744 
In 1943; NBC 2d With $53,837,110; 


Both Register New Volume Highs 


CBS again 
total billings for 1943, the former 
network rolling up a total of $57,951,- 
744 as against a gross of $53,837,110 
for the latter. The $4,000,000 plus 
margin attained by CBS last year, 
representing new high volumes of 
business for both webs (a condition 
which also applied to the Blue and 
Mutual nets as well) shows a partic- 
ularly remarkable leap in the Colum- 
bia margin as compared to the fig- 
ures registered by the two networks 
for 1942. During that year CBS 
grossed $45,593,000, as compared with 
$44,025,000 for NBC. 

While NBC provides no breakdown 
in its year’s accounts, CBS figures 
disclose that the largest volume of 
business — $15,130,600 — came from 
drugs and toilet goods accounts, 
while food and beverages were in 
second place. Tobacco, $7,479,000, 
was third. 

Only a slight margin separates the 
top-ranking General Food sales 
volume on CBS, with $4,868,000, and 
Lever Bros., which accounted for $4,- 
524,000. Procter & Gamble was third 
with $3,866,722. 

Young & Rubicam was the top 
agency on CBS spending with $6,- 
435,000, with J. Walter Thompson 
second with $4,971,000 and the now 
reorganized Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency third with $4,968,438. 


CBS Agency Accounts 


Young & Rubicam. ... $6,435,374 


J. Walter Thompson.... 4,971,841 
Blackett-Sample ..... . 4,968,438 
Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 4,882,444 
Compton Advertising. . 3,009,680 
William Esty .......--- 2,262,210 
Foote, Cone & Belding. 2,191,153 
Arthur Meyerhoff ..... 2,027,945 
Benton & Bowles...... 1,908,002 
BBD&O 
McCann-Eerickson 1,565,330 
Newell-Emmett Co..... 1,528,780 
D'Arcy 1,313,824 
Ted Bates .......-.0¢ coo 1,275,106 
Campbell-Ewald Co.... 1,247,585 
Knox Reeves.........- 1,114,666 
Ward Wheelock........ 1,113,774 
Pedlar & Ryan........ 997,795 
eee «847,175 
Buchanan .........- 829,930 
Roche, Williams & Cunn- 
Sher1rffan & Marquette. 577,516 
Warwick & Legler..... 555,263 
Sayre M. Ramsdell..... 541,568 
Arthur Kudner ....... 472,512 
Wm. H. Weintraub..... 392,445 
be 
CBS Accounts in “43 
General Foods ........ $4,868,710 
Hever . 4,524,100 
Procter & Gamble..... 3,866,722 
American Home Prod- 
pore 2,839,573 
R. J. Reynolds......... 2,262,210 
Sterling Drug.......... 2,141,801 
Campbell Soup........ 1,540,680 
Liggett & Myers ..... . 1,528,780 
Philip Morris.......... 1,388,259 
General Electric....... 1,299,255 
Colgate-Palmolive .. .. 1,158,415 
General Mills.......... 1,114,666 
Owens-Illinois 1,047,467 
American Tobacco..... 1,024,971 
Johns-Manville ....... 865,233 
Pet Milk Sales... 858,095 
Quaker Oats..... 832,266 
U. S. Rubber........ 796,731 
B. F. Goodrich......... 784,298 
166,458 
Eversharp ......... coe 752,695 
Continental Baking.... 705.421 
Crysler 
Emerson Drug ........ 676,380 
Chesebrough ........ oo 643,755 
Prudential Insurance... 574,697 
Coca-Cola ...... - 508,160 
Roma Wine Co........ 497,990 
Lewis-Howe rae. 
Corn Products...... re 482,253 
U. S. Tobacco......cce. 472,512 


outdistanced NBC on? 


Barbara Barry Scripts 
>-Hr. Eric Blore Serial 


Eric Blore, in a half-hour weekly 


Fleming.” is being offered for radio 
sponsorship. 

Show has been written by Bar- 
bara Barry, former scripter of “Hol- 
lywood Radio Theatre.” 


Coca-Cola Top 
Spender on Blue 


Coca-Cola Co., sponsor of both the 
Morton Downey and “Parade of Spot- 
light Bands” programs, was the 
largest customer of the Blue net dur- 
ing 1943, spending $3,535,412. The 
web reported total billings of $24,- 
869,948 for 1943, as compared to $15,- 
782,493 for 1942. Ford Motor Co. was 
second largest Blue customer in °43 
with $2,355,908. 

D'Arcy agency spent $3,535,412 for 
its clients to top the list, followed 
by Maxon with $2,486,878, and J. Wal- 
ter Thompson with $1,739,692. 


Sponsors 


General Mile... 1,764,72 

Miles Laboratories......... 1,533,202 
Socony-Vacuum ........... 1,303,784 
933,53 

899,940 
Cummer Products......... 886,471 
881,987 
746,262 
Carter Products. .........¢ 711,936 

Agencies 

J. Walter Thompson...... 1,759,692 
Ruthrauff & Ryan......... 1,548,959 
Wade Adv. Co. 1,533,202 
Blackett-Sample .......... 1,293,664 
923,075 
Young & Rubicam......... 922,354 
Kenyon & Eckhardt........ 818,054 
Roche, Williams.......... - 784,744 
Sherman & Marquette..... 748,062 
Lennen & Mitchell........ 680,867 
Walker: Nownias. comma GEA 
Warwick & Legler......... 530,224 


Central Div. Record for Blue 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 


the division. 


ter sales figures showed a_ 68.7°% 
1942,’ 
next 
82.5% 
time ,in 1942 and the Blue’s third 
quarter was 90.5° ahead of the 
same period in 1942.’ 

While final figures for the fourth 
quarter are not available as yet 
Schoenfeld indicated that the per- 


explained Schoenfeld. 


three months indicated an 


wide margin. 
In explaining the reasons for the 


ness during the final quarter of 1943, 
which should be more than 100° 
over the final quarter of °42, Schoen- 
feld pointed to the sales of the Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra to the Allis 
Chalmers Mfg. Co., ‘Breakfast Club’ 


American Meat Institute and ‘Sweet 
River’ to the A. E. Stanley Mfg. Co. 


ported that contracts 
with Gum 


were 
Laboratories 


signed 


(Variety Hal’), Elgin Watch Co. 
(‘Adventures of Nero Wolfe’), North- 
western Yeast Co. (‘Songs of a 
Dreamer’), Esquire, Inc. 


Motor Co: (R-y Henle and Green- 
field Village Choir). 


sion of the Blue also sold 


Co. and Dr. Pepper Co. 


comedy serial titled “The Admirable | 


Danny O’Neill Pic Deal 
Puts All of Chicago To 
Work on Air Shows 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Departure of Danny O'Neill, 
WBBM-CBS tenor, last Sunday (23) 
for Hollywood, where he will re- 
main for six to eight weeks appear- 
ing in Columbia Pictures’ filmusical, 
“Calling All Stars,” had program di- 
rector Walter Preston scurrying 
around for replacements on O'Neill's 
many programs. 

O'Neill will continue to sing on his 
principal show, “Bluejackets Choir” 
on Sunday mornings, for Minneapo- 
lis-Honeywell, and be piped here 
from Hollywood each broadcast for 
two numbers. Russ Brown takes 
over the three times weekly 3:45-4 
p.m. shots for Four Way Cold Tab- 
lets; Dan Ryan, new staff baritone, 
replaces him on the Monday and 
Friday shows, and Barbara Marshall 
takes over the Wednesday spot for 
Wildroot hair tonic. Janet Davis 
and the King’s Jesters are the first 
of guest stars to be used on the 
Wednesday night “Gibson, O'Neill 
and Petrillo” show and Dan Ryan 
takes over the Sunday night “Danny 
O'Neill Sings” broadcast until Feb. 
13, when that time will be used by 
the Atlas Brewing Co., who are 
sponsoring the “Underground” series. 


“Girl Marries” 
9.0 Rating Heads 
Daytime Shows 


“When a Girl Marries,” serial au- 
thored by Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
on WEAF-NBC for General Foods, 
has jumped to first place in the lat- 
est Hooper listener popularity rat- 
ings. The show was in fourth place 
in the last report and in seventh 


rating is 9.0. 

“Portia Faces Life,” another Gen- 
eral Foods serial, authored by Mona 
Kent, remains in second place in 
the new Hooper report, with a rat- 
ing of 8.7. It follows immediately 
after “When a Girl Marries” on 
WEAF-NBC. Both programs are 
handled by Benton & Bowles. 

The other programs in the top 10 
daytimers, in the order of their pop- 
ularity are rated by Hooper as fol- 
lows: “Backstage Wife,” for Phillips, 
on WEAF-NBC, 8.6; “Right to Hap- 
piness,” for Procter & Gamble, on 


gain over the first three months of | 
‘Our 


gain over the corresponding | 
| Hooper rating, also, but only “Girl 
| Marries” broke into the select list 
|in the previous report. 


centage increase would surpass any | 
of the three previous quarters by a| 
| in 1941, 7.0 in 1942 and 7.8 in 1943. | 
10 programs, | 
division’s noticeable increase in busi- 


to Kellogg's, ‘Life of Riley’ to the 


day. 
The Blue sales manager also re- 


(Hello, | 
Sweetheart’), Peter Fox Brewing Co. | 


clients as O’Ceder Corp., F, W. Fitch | the third, sixth, 


WEAF-NBC, 8.4; “Big Sister.” for 
| Lever Bros., WABC-CBS., 8.4; 
i“Young Widder Brown.” Phillips, 
| WEAF-NBC, 8.2; “Stella Dallas,” 
| Phillips, WEAF-NBC, 8.0; “Pepper 
| Young’s Family,” P. & G., WEAF- 
NBC, 7.9; “Lorenzo Jones,” R. L. 
|Smith Speaks,’ General Foods, 
WABC-CBS, 7.6. Weekend half-hour 
daytime shows, not included in the 
above list, are John Charles Thomas 


Sales figures for the Blue Net cen- | for Westinghouse, Sunday afternoons 
tral division during 1943 reached a | 
new all-time high, according to Mer- | 
ritt R. Schoenfeld, sales manager of | 
‘During the first quar- 


on WEAF-NBC, 9.3; and the Pru- 
dential “Family Hour,” Sunday aft- 
ernoons on WABC-CBS, 8.2. 

Besides being the author of the top 
serial, Miss Carrington repre- 
sented by another show 1n the lead- 


| ing 10, as she also writes “Pepper 
| Young,” in eighth place. 


shows were in the top 10 in the last 


five- 
has 


he 
year record of “Girl Marries” 
shown a steady climb. 


period 
to 6.6 


corresponding 
rose 


and in the 
in succeeding years it 


Based on the top 


Colleges With Emp 


> 


Satevepost Program 
Debuts on Blue Feb. 8 


Saturday Evening Post will spon- 
sor a radio program on 66 Blue sta- 
tions Tuesdays through Fridays in 
the 10:45-11 a.m. slot starting Feb. 8. 
Aveyard & MacFarland placed the 
business for the mag. 

Format will be a dramatization of 
short stories appearing in current 
issues of the publication, 


Changes Due 
On Luckies Show 


Lucky Strike will revise the 
format of the half-hour period it 
now sponsors on the Red Fridays, 
8:30-9 p.m., now titled “Your Old 
Time Hit Parade.” Lulu Bates has 
been signed to start Feb. 11 and the 
show will drop Bea Wain, Jerry 
Wayne and the Lyn Murray chorus. 
There may be some sort of audience 
participation idea moved in, but this 
isn’t yet definite. 

Prior to the decision to switch to 
a newer setup Foote, Cone and 
Belding, agency on the account, was 
dickering with a pop dance band to 
take over the spot, but negotiations 
through. 


Kid Brothers’ Dispute 
Over Radio Shows Puts 
1 in Hosp. With Bullet 


Both her | ciders. 


| brother was lodged in the city jail 


Watkigg LA... Kate 


NASH-KELVINATOR 


| 


In January, | 
| 1940, it had a Hooper figure of 58, 


| boosting Listerine, Rinso and other | 


highest serial ratings in recent years | 


| heard in late afternoon time slots. In 
the newest Hooper report, for in- 
stance, eight of the 10 most popular 


_shows are scheduled after 3:30 p.m., 
| all 
| Sister” 


on WEAF-NBC. Only “Big 
and “Kate Smith Speaks,” 
both on WABC-CBS, are earlier in 
Two or three years -ago 
the most desirable daytime time was 
supposed to be 3-4 p.m. or there- 
abouts. Before that the 12:30-2 p.m. 
segment was sought. 
GF-Sterling in Lead 
Also revealed in study of the new 


| Hooper figures is the fact that Gen- | 
(Coronet eral. Foods and Sterling Products! Analysis of Broadcasting . 
Short Story and Quiz’), and Ford | now have most of the top serials,| have consistently placed this pro-| 5)iP- 
| with P. & G. having only two in the; gram as the top daytimer in popu- 
| list, and Lever Bros. just one. Gen-| larity over the last several years. 
Throughout 1943 the central divi-| eral Foods has the first, second and| There has never been any conclu- 
such tenth shows, Sterling Products has| sive 
seventh and ninth.| standing discrepancy between 
P. & G. has the fourth and eighth,| two survey systems. 


insisted that they tune in on a 
|recorded swing music program. 


have tended to be drawn by shows |/"8 10 to 10:30 slot on CBS. 


ty Classes Plan 


Buying Radio Time to Fetch Em In 


Many colleges throughout the na- 
tion, which do not have either an 
Army training program or a Navy 
V-12 course on their curriculum and 
as a result have suffered a decline 
in attendance due to the war, are 
considering using the airlanes as a 
means of getting new students. 


Registrars of these schools of 
higher education are understood to 
have convinced their more conserva- 
tive superiors that dissemination of 
education is as much a commercial 
enterprise as many other activities 
which are currently advertising 
what they have to sell. These men, 
who have responsibilities of keeping 
attendance up and in that way pay- 
ing bills, have receivéd approval to 
go ahead with their radio plans so 
long as the programs are not too 
blatantly commercial in format and 
text. 

With their student ranks sadly de. 
pleted, registrars at a recent con- 
ference in the midwest considered 
all angles of what a radio pitch can 
do for them. They have approached 
network officials seeking ideas for 
programs which would drive home 
the point in a “sugar-coated” way, 
but would keep the entire scheme 
on a high plane and also, of neces- 
sity, be slanted for femme appeal. 

There are some 50 of the nation’s 
smaller colleges involved in the 
plan. Whether they will try to sell 
the “go-to-college” idea on a co- 
operative basis, or individually with 
each school using stations within a 
certain area, has not been deter- 
mined. What type program to be 
used is also still under discussion. 

In any event, the colleges are 
more determined now than ever be- 
fore to do something about sharply 
declining attendance, which will re- 
sult, in a short time, in many of the 


Akron, Jan, 25. 
Dispute over what program the 


place in the previous one. Its Hooper | family radio should be tuned in on | 


resulted in the near fatal shooting 
of a 15-year-old youngster by his 
13-year-old brother in Akron last | 
week. Argument started at 
breakfast table when Cortelyou | 
Terry, the wounded kid, wanted to | 
listen to the “Breakfast Club” show | 
on the Blue while his brother Alfred | 


Argument ended up in a fist fight 
with the younger boy running into 


his father’s bedroom, grabbing a 
loaded revolver and shooting his 
brother, 


Wounded boy was taken to the 
Akron city hospital with a 38-calibre | 
bullet wound in his stomach. His 


after admitting the shooting. Both 
the parents of the boys are employed 
on the day shift in an Akron defense 


plant. 


MULLS MELTON SHOW 


Return of Nash-Kelvinator to the 
sponsor rolls with a program built 
around James Melton, Metopera 
tenor, is being discussed by client 
and Geyer-Cornell & Newell radio | 
heads. Plans still very much in! 
formative stage, according to in- | 


Nothing doing on auditions yet. 


Pillsbury Taking Over 
“Grand Central Station” 


“Grand Central Station,” once a 


standard nighttime sponsored show | 


products, returns to the air for Pills- | 
bury’s Flour in the Saturday morn- | 
First | 
show with 45 s‘ations carrying is set | 
for Feb. 19. 

Agency is McCann-Erickson. 


and Lever has the fifth. In addition 
to Benton & Bowles, the agencies 
represented are Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample, Compton, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, Pedlar & Ryan and Young & | 
Rubicam, ‘ 

One other fact is notable in the 
latest Hooper report. That is the 
continued presence of the “Kate 
Smith Speaks” show in tenth place 
in popularity. The Cooperative 
surveys | 


this long- 


the 


explanation for 


| tors, 


age 


institutions being forced to close 
| their doors for the duration, 


MUTUAL SETS 3-DAY 
MEET NEXT WK. IN N.Y. 


Three-day%eries of important con- 
fabs for Mutual Network execs, to 
be held at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. 
Y.. gets under way next Monday 
(31) when the web’s program board 
meets under the chairmanship of 
Miller McClintock, MBS prexy. On 
Thursday, Feb. 1, Mutual executive 
committee will convene and on the 
following day the board of directors 
will assemble under the chairman- 
ship of Alfred McCosker, of WOR. 


In addition to McClintock, those 
comprising the program board are 
Adolph Opfinger, MBS program man- 
ager; Linus Travers, Yankee Net- 


work: Joline F Seehach 


Frank Schreiber, WGN, Chicago; 
Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee Net, 
and Pinky Hunter, WHK, Cleveland. 

W. E. Macfarlane, chairman, will 
preside over the executive commit- 
tee session, which will be featured 
by a dinner for the board of direc- 
shareholders, the program 
board, department heads of the net- 
work and their wives. A program 
of entertainment will feature stars 
on Mutual shows. 


Nesbitt-“Passing Parade” 
Returns to Air Mar. 13 


“Passing Parade,” featuring John 
Nesbitt, will return to the air March 
13 over 160 Blue stations with West- 
inghouse sponsoring. Show will be 
heard from 10:15 to 10:30 p.m. (EWT) 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Nesbitt, at present, is narrator on 
the John Charles Thomas radio pro- 
gram heard Sundays over CBS, also 
sponsored by Westinghouse. It has 
not been decided whether Nesbitt 
will continue with the Thomas show 
after starting with his own stanza. 

Program will emanate from the 
Coast. McCann-Erickson is the 
agency on the account. 


Henny Youngman Show 


New half-hour radio variety pack- 
starring Henny Youngman, 
comic, is being offered for sponsor- 


Youngman did the comedy spot 
on the Kate Smith Friday night CBS 
program for several years, and is a 
veteran vaudeville and nightclub en- 
tertainer. 

Frederick Bros. ig handling. 
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CBS’ FIRST 


Sinatra Bumped Off “Respectfully” 
By Fred Allen After MCA Script Beef p | FS 9 7) NAR 


Music Corp. of America, which ¢ 


manages Frank Sinatra, was burned 
up over the Fred Allen “One Long 
Pan” skit on the Jan. 16 broadcast, 
even going sO far as to threaten to 
serve Allen’s reps with a subpoena 
the following morning unless parts 
of the script were revised or de- 
leted. The agency contended that, 
in its original form, the parts it ob- 
jected to were more malicious than 
funny. Skit centered around Sin- 
atra getting bumped off, with Allen 
in the role of the “One Long Pan” 
sleuth stepping in and solving the 
case. 

As a result of the MCA beef, the 
broadeast as heard, it’s understood, 
differed from that originally script- 
ed. The Allen skit was originally 
presented to the MCA reps for ap- 
proval prior to the broadcast, with 
the agency decreeing the veto. Re- 
ported that Allen at first insisted it 
would remain intact, failing to see 
anything malicious or otherwise 
damaging to Sinatra, but that the 
subpoena threat caused a change in 
heart. 


CBS Expands 
Como Buildup 


On the contention that the current 
Vimms-Frank Sinatra show is an 
elaboration of the former CBS Sin- 
atra sustaining program, but “with 
commercials.” CBS is preparing to 
build an entire show around Perry 
Como as an addition to the list of 
CBS-produced shows available for 
sale. 

The network execs are currently 
looking around for a favorable half- 
hour spot for the enlarged program. 
Como now occupies the 15-minute 
Sunday evening spot (7:15-7:30) held 
by Sinatra before the latter was 
grabbed by Lever Bros. for the Wed- 
nesday night show. 

Herbert Polesie. CBS _ producer 
who handled the Sinatra sustaining 
program, is also whipping up the 
new Como stanza, which will include 
Paul Barron and a 30-piece orch, the 
Three Sisters, both on the current 
Como stanza, in addition to a com- 
edian. Latter is now being lined up. 


Re-Broadcast? 


The Tom Luckenbills ran a 
double-feature housewarming to 
inaugurate their new East 74th 
street town house in N. Y. 

Because of the many friends 
and acquaintances the Esty v.p. 
split it up last Friday and tomor- 
row (Thurs.) to accommodate 
crowds of 300-400 each. 


Tallu, Moss Hart 
May Team For 


New Radio Show 


Moss Hart and Tallulah Bankhead 
may team in a radio program. Stint 
would be a half-hour weekly series 
of dramatic programs, with several 
national sponsors already interested. 

Hart, at present, is on the Coast 
completing arrangements for the 
filming of “Winged Victory,” Army 
Air Force show now on Broadway, 
which he wrote and directed. He 
will return East shortly, at which 
time negotiations for placing the 


contemplated series on the air will 
be continued. 


Miss Bankhead, now in the east, 
has several offers to star in Broad- 
way shows, including one which, 
Hart may specially author for her, 
although she may go to Hollywood 
first to make a picture. Should she 
go to the Coast, the program will 
emanate from there. 


HOBE MORRISON 


JOINS Y&R AGCY. 


Hobe Morrison leaves the staff of 
“Variety” this week to join the talent 
and end of 


Young & Rubicam radio department. 
He has been with “Variety” 


program creation 


| years, having for merly been with the 


BLUE PLANS BUYING 
CONTROL OF KECA | - 


| 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Blue Network and Earle C. An- 
thony, owner of KECA, are report- 
ed discussing deal for chain's pur- 
chase of 51° of the station. local 
Blue outlet. Under recent FCC rul- 


market, Anthony has until May 31 
to quit ownership of either KFI or 
KECA. 


est in KECA is believed set by An- 


thony at around $750,000. 
Reported that Anthony has had 
preliminary confab regarding pro- 


posed deal with Chet La Roche, at 
Palm Springs. 


Noble, Woods to Coast 
Edward J. Noble, chairman of the 


board and principal stockholder of | 
and Mark Woods, | 
president, go to the Coast next week | 
show, 
| Marlene Dietrich on the 
broade ast, Fred Allen’s cryptic but transparent 

jape about a clarinet on his guest shot on the 
Woods will also look over possible | “Dufty 5”? 


the Blue network, 


for huddles about various company 
matters, Among other things, the 
idea jis for Noble to become ac- 
quainted with Blue executives there, | 
whom he has never met. He and | 


sites for Blue studios, to be built 
after the war. 


They're due back in three or four. broad implications in the Vera Vague refer- 
ence to soldiers on the Bob Hope series. 


weeks. 


“BLACK CASTLE” EXPANDS 

“Black Castle,’ mystery featuring | 
Don Douglas who portrays all char- 
acters on the program, currently 


heard Tuesdays and Thursdays from | 
seven. 


8-8:15 p.m., will be heard 

times weekly beginning Jan. 31. 
Additional time comprises the 2:45 

to 3 p.m. slot over the same stations 


Mondays through Fridays. 


| 
ing against ownership in the same | 


POLL 


An unusual survey among a select 
list of advertisers and top executives 
in ad agencies placing large vol- 
umes of business, to determine the 
standing of the four major networks 
with respect to the quality or over- 
all programming, selling ability as 
measured by their aggressiveness 
and intelligence, sales promotion 
work and good will engendered by 
the four webs, has been made by 
Mailings, Inc., of N. ¥. Thus the 
survey represents the opinions of 
an important group connected with 
radio advertising, with a high per- 
centage of the 137 names polled fill- 
ing out the questionnaire, 


The results show CBS with four 
out of six firsts. 

Actually, two separate mailings 
were embraced in the survey, with 
the results from bo’h showing an al- 
most perfect correlation and _ indi- 
cating that the final result is repre- 
sentative of the thinking of the en- 
tire group. 

The results. with the leading net- 
work rated 100° and the other nets 
shown with a correspondingly lower 
percentage are as follows: 

On quality of overall 
ming: 

1. NBC—100% 

2. CBS—87.1% 

3. Blue—50.7%. 

4. Mutual—35%,. 

On quality of sponsored programs: 

1. NBC—100%,. 

2. CBS—75.9%,. 

3. Blue—43.5%. 

4. Mutual—25.9%. 

On quality of systaining programs. 

1. CBS—100%. 

2. NBC—70.1%,. 

3. Blue—50.5%. 

4. Mutual—36.1%. 

On selling ability, 
and intelligence: 

1. CBS—100%. 

2. NBC—64.2%,. 

3. Blue—59.1%. 

4. Mutual—47.4%. 

On sales promotion: 
CBS—100%. 
Mutual—68.5%,. 
3. NBC—58.3%. 

4. Blue—55.1%. 


program- 


aggressiveness 


SUR 


On good will which each »-twork 
the | has engendered: 
1. CBS—100%. 
eight 2. NBC—75.2%. 
3. 3%. 


NAB Directors All 


Set on Unseating 


Miller, With Ryan Choice for Prexy 


a 


Com’! Faux Pas 


Faux pas during recent tele- 
vision show over Dumont sta- 
tion in N. Y. is laugh of Radio 
Row this week. During a com- 
mercial for Lifebuoy soap, 
Evelyn Applegate, ventriloquist 
starred on the show with her 
dummy, Jerry, had the little fel- 
low turn to Patricia Murray, 
making the spiel, and say, “Pat, 
why don’t you like me? After 
all, I just came out of my Life- 
buoy bath.” 

“Jerry,” Miss Murray ex- 
claimed, “of course I like you. 
How could I resist anybody with 
that b.o. freshness!” 


Radio's War Effort 


Lauded in Airer 
By Smith-Collins 


Recent full-page ad spotted in 
newspapers by Young & Rubicam 
extolling radio’s contribution to the 
war effort has been dramatized into 
a 15-mintite program by Kate Smith 
and Ted Collins in the nature of a 
“report to the nation.” 


Transcription of the program has 
been made available by CBS to all 
its affiliates and other stations de- 
siring it, with 100 broadcasts al- 
ready made by 93 of the stations, 
some of them doing repeats. 


NO CBS SUCCESSOR 
FOR DEEMS TAYLOR 


CBS has no successor set as yet to 
succeed Deems Taylor, who resigned 
last week as the network’s consultant 
on music. Taylor had filled the post 
since 1936. 

Reason given for leaving was press 
of other work, Taylor being emcee 
on the Philco-“Variety” Radio Hall 
of Fame show, as well as ASCAP 
president. 

Understood also that Taylor 
4 


has 


Neville Miller, president of the 
National Assn, of Broadcasters, will 
get his walking papers when the 
NAB board meets in special~session 
in Chicago on Feb. 2-3 for the ex- 
pressed purpose of serving netice on 
Miller, via action of the nominating 
committee, that this time, regardless 
of the grass-roots support that frus- 
trated previous efforts to oust him, 
he’s definitely through. Miller's 
term expires on June 30 and the 
nominating committee, appointed 
last year by the board after Miller 
had successfully staved off a reor- 
ganization of the association, is now 
ready to recommend a successor. 

Determined to set its house in or- 
der before the annual NAB conven- 
tion, which will take place in New 
York probably the first week in 
April, the nominating committee, 
which met'in N, Y. Jan. 13 to cone 
| sider a successor, rejected consider- 
ation of Miller returning to office, it 
was learned last week, and unani- 
mously voted in favor of electing J. 
Harold Ryan as his successor. Ryan 
is radio director of the Office of 
Censorship and vice-president of the 
Fort Industry Co. Whether he'll be 
willing to go in as permanent prexy 
for the full term or take over mere- 
ly for the duration is not definitely 
determined, but his election wil 
bring to a head long agitation for an 
industry man to guide NAB. 


With Don S. Elias, exec director of 
WWNC, Asheville, chairman of the 
all-powerful NAB nominating and 
legislative cOmmittee, leading the 
anti-Miller forces and supporting the 
views that the broadcasters’ guiding 
spirit has fallen down consistently on 
legislative matters, it’s the prevaile 
ing feeling that the forces rallied be- 
hind Miller can no longer save him. 
Regardless of his contributions to the 
grass roots sectors and the credits 
accruing to him for saving the broad- 
casters considerable money in the 
ASCAP situation, it’s held he'll def- 
initely be supplanted when the board 
gathers for the Chi conclave next 
week. 


Ford Tempers 


Tommy Dorsey has settled with 


DON’T LOWER THE MORALITY BARS 


There should be serious 
broadcasters over the 
during recent months, in 
gestive and sometimes 
comedy heard on the air. 


merits the thoughtful attention not merely of 


network and station oflicials, 


sponsor representatives, and of performers 
Asking price for controlling i - | : 

g price for controlling inter- | writers as well. 


ven a casual listener 


“Take 


stanza, several 
Jack Benny and Eddie Cantor 


are all only random instances, 


clude the frequent use of effeminate character- 


izations by male performers on 
programs. 
All this adds up to a matter 


tastesand doubtful public policy, 
the studio audiences laugh at that kind of com- 
Probably many of the kilocyele listeners 
3ut in both the 


edy. 


also think it’s funny. 


concern 

widespread 
the amount of 
downright 


must 
the tendency toward blue material. 


Phil Baket’s insinuating line of gab with 


such 


among and at-home 
increase, number 


but of ageney 


tu placate. 


audiences there 
who are not amused, 
silent their 


only 
avenging reformer element. 
ment is stirred into action, 


may be a small | 
and though they 


reaction may be none the 


sug- are 
smutty, dangerous to radio. 
It is a matter that It takes 


a single voice to rouse the 
Sut once that ele- 
it may be difficult 


The film industry learned that les- | or so 


son to its sorrow some years ago from the Le- 


have noticed gion of 


‘There have 


of the 


It or Leave It” 


cases on the 
shows, and the 
few jokes, 
hose 
and do not in- 
that. 
any number of 


Decency. 
would be in an even more vulnerable spot, be- | 


Such a risk simply doesn’t make sense. 
comedians and their writers sheuld remember 
When they forget it, or yield to the per- | 
former’s irrestible craving for a laugh at any 


In a similar situation, radio 


ereatest entertainment and educational 
media ever known (ignoring, for the moment, 
its value as an advertising medium), should be | 
concerned first with its own protection. 
is absolutely no justification in jeopardizing 
the welfare of the industry for 


‘There 
the sake of a 


The 


cost, the agency and sponsor officials should 


of question: able 


Admittedly Or, 


studio suicide. 


make them conform to Standards of good taste. 
as a last resort, 
theinselves must relentlessly enforce their own 
regulations in this regard. 


the networks and stations 


‘Yo do less courts 


less | 


Henry Ford over the cancellation of 
| his signed contract to broadcast for 


'the auto-maker five times a week on 
the Blue network. Leader settled for 
an unknown sum. His cancelled con- 
tract called for $10,000 weekly over 
a 13-week period. 

Dorsey was to have begun proad- 
| casting for Ford Jan. 10 in the 8-8:15 
p.m. slot on the Blue. About a week 
before that date he was cane 
|eelled out on Ford's orders. Reason 
igiven at the time was that Ford 
didn’t want his name represented by 
a pop style dance band. 


NICHOLS MOVING OVER 
10 DONAHUE & COE 


Richard Nichols, for the past eight 
years radio director of Morse Inter- 


been numerous instances on various different cause its major income is derived from large | 

| shows, such as the use of a bit of off-color advertisers, who might be at the mercy of re- | 

\rmy slang to identify Jimmy Savo on a re-  taliatory pressure groups. 

cent “Stage Door Canteen” program. Dick Inevitably, in war time, there is a general | 

Powell’s gag about water wings on a recent letdown, It may even be healthy for radio to 

“Silver Theatre” broadcast, Jack Douglas’ reflect changing publie standards in this res- 

shoulder blades wheeze on-a “What's New?’ pect, at least to some extent. But radio, as one ; a 
national, has resigned to join the 
| Donahue & Coe agency as radio 
| director. He succeeds Ed Fitz- 


gerald, who has tendered his resig- 
nation effective Feb. 15. Latter’s 
future plans are as yet indefinite. 

Chester Slaybaugh, assistant to 
Nichols at Morse International, will 
_be upped to managership of the radio 
department when Nichols moves 
over to Donahue & Coe. 

Before joining the Morse com- 
pany, Nichols was assistant general 
manager of WLW, Cincinnati. 


KMAC Mutual Outlet 
San Antonio, Jan. 25. 
Effective Feb. 15, KMAC here joins 
as Mutual outlet for San Antonio, 
Stationis owned and operated by 
| Howard W. Davis. 


| 
| 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, January 26, 1914 


“EVERYTHING FOR THE BOYS” 
With Ronald Colman, Ginger Rog- 

ers, guest, others 
Writer-Director: Arch Oboler 
30 Mins.; Tues., 7:30-8 p.m. 
ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Arch Oboler turned in an adult 
scripting job in his adaptation of 
Robert E. Sherwood’s “The Petrified 
Forest” (18), as the first in the new 
series of dramatic programs on NBC 
sponsored by Electric Auto-Lite. 
Ronald Colman is the permanent star 
and Ginger Rogers was the initial 
guestar. 

Despite the Oboler treatment, the 
writer-director has not succeeded in 
overcoming one of the shortcomings 
radio is still heir to—the ability to | 
condense an hour-and-a-half or two- 
hour script into a 30-minute adap- 
tation without forfeiting a great deal 
of the color, atmosphere and char- 
acter development necessary to cre- 
ate the complete whole. In the case 
of “Everything for the Boys” the 
handicap is even greater, for due to 
the particular format set up for the 
program, the condensation on the 
teeoff stanza was restricted to about 
20 minutes. It was all the more un- 
fortunate in the case of the Sher- 
wood play, since it takes more time | 
to create two such characters as the 
English wanderer and the waitress 
with the lofty aspirations, than to 
evolve an ordinary story. Lacking 
sufficient time to fully develop both 
the atmosphere and the characters, 
the audience was left in a maze, with 
the principals lacking either clarity 
or reality. It was no fault of Col- 
man’s or Miss Rogers, both of whom 
turned in able performances, which 
once more only pointed up the in- 
ability to telescope a full-length play 
into the time usually allotted to a 
radio adaptation. And when one adds 
the Oboler postscripts to the Sher- 
wood soul-searching aspects of the 
play, it doesnt help simplify the situ- 
ation. 

Format of program also provides 
for special shortwave talks between 
Colman and his guestars with ser- 
vicemen oversceas. On the initial 
broadcast Colman and Miss Rogers 
held a two-way conversation with 
two young bomber pilots stationed at 
an’air base in England and about to 


go on their 50th mission. Admitting 
the human interest and good will | 


generated by the direct contact with 
the fighting men, the entertainment 
quotient is low so far as general lis- 
tening public is concerned. Last 
week was no exception, with the in- | 
terview interlude nothing more than 
the regular formula resorted to in 
all long-distance GI telephone calls. 

Commercials, stressing Auto-lite 
precision equipment in war time, 
and, of necessity, terse, were han- 
died by James Bannon. Gordon Jen- 


kins conducts the orchestra in the 
interesting musical background. 
Rose. 


“BELIEVE IT-OR NOT” 

Cast: Robert L. Ripley, Don Hancock, | 
Frank Novak orch. 

Writers: John Ward, Charles Spear. | 

Director: Fred Essex 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 9:15 p.m. 

PALL MALL 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


“FREEDOM OF OPPORTUNITY” 
Cast: Ed Prentiss, Leonard Smith, 

Jack Bivans, Olan Soule, Hope 

Sommers, McKay Morris, Dickie 

Tyler, Jack Petruzzi, John Walsh, 

Harry Elders, Jack Callaghan, Bob 

Trendler orch, 

Director: Joseph T. Ainley 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
MUTUAL BENEFIT HEALTH & 

ACCIDENT 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Meyerhoff) 

Under the taffy-coated title of 
“Freedom of Opportunity,” the Mu- 
tual Benefit Health & Accident Ass’n 
of Omaha is sponsoring a new in- 
stitutional series on the full Mutual 
network, with the U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce getting a 
plug for selecting the “outstanding 
young man of the week” as the 
dramatic subject. The story part of 
the show originates at WGN, Chi- 
cago, and Dale Carnegie is picked 
up from New York to present a 
scroll and key to the yarn’s hero. 

There's nothing remarkable about 
the show from a programming or 
production standpoint. As heard 
Friday night (21) it offered a pur- 
plishly written story of the life and 
exploits of Richard Tregaskis, the 
correspondent who wrote 
“Guadalcanal Diary” and who was 
subsequently wounded in action on 
the Italian front when he tried to 
crawl through heavy enemy fire to 
obtain blood plasma for Yank casual- 
ties. The fact that the eulogy was 
so lavishly expressed that it would 
probably have embarrassed Tre- 


— 
= 
= 


If Fred Allen didn’t put a new 
word in the language with that “La- 
wollawer” the other week, this de- 
partment personally will be sore at 
every kid in the country. 


Can we pause for a word or two 
about Jay C. Flippen? That's Flip 
there on the Blue Wednesday nights 
handling “Battle of the Sexes.” 
What particularly sticks in our craw 
is that in our estimation Jay is among 
the most underrated comedians of 
show business. The other week his 
quiz show had a bunch of youngsters 
to look after. Well, handling strange 
kids in front of a “mike” isn't easy, 
but it was for Flippen because he 
knows how. You may have heard 
Flip out of the New York ball parks 
a couple of years back. He’s dropped 
in here and there on radio and we 
have never heard him when he was 
bad. He's a smooth article. It seems 
a shame that a guy who has been 
around has to wander around -so 
much. Flippen has got a lot of things 
besides that hair, and .there are 
plenty within showbusiness who give 
him due credit. If you don't think 
he knows all the answers, sit down 
at a table with fellows like Jack Ha- 
ley, Benny Rubin and Eddie Buzzell. 


gaskis if he had been able to hear it | 


(it was the kind of over-writing 
Tregaskis himself avoided in “Guad- 
alcanal Diary”) was unfortunate, but 


more or less typical of ordinary 
radio. Same goes for the rough pro- 
duction and uneven performances. 


| The writers aren’t identified. 


But “Freedom of Opporiunity” is 


more interesting as an attempt at 
public relations. Prudential Insur- 
ance, with its Sunday afternoon 


“Family Hour” on CBS, has already 
paved the way -for promotion of 
insurance on the air, and there have 
been various other, lesser shows for 
insurance firms. 
this Mutual Benefit Health & Acci- 
dent, Ass’n series, coming at a time 
when the big insurance companies 
of the U. S. are carrying on an in- 
tensive campaign to forestall 
plication of the anti-trust laws 
against them, naturally raises the} 
question of whether that is a sup- 
plementary object of the program. 


That the stanza is given a title | 
like “Freedom of Opportunity” 
merely italicizes that angle. For 


slogans of that kind are being used 
in such a manner these days that 
they automatically invite a skeptical 
eye. Actually, on the show heard, 
there was nothing in the Tregaskis | 
story. or the way it was treated, that 
warranted complaint from a social- 
political viewpoint.. Whether Tre- 
gaskis’ achievements were the result | 
of “freedom of opportunity,” or of 
parental training or inherent char- 
acter, is debatable, of course. 

The script did have one fine pas- 
sage, the incident in which Tre- 
gaskis, as a teen-age kid, fought and 
licked one of his playmates who was 


But the fact that | 


ap- | 
| 


You'll find out. What memories, 
those guys. 

| Gabriel Heatter, in his Friday 
lnight (21) broadcast over WOR- | 


Mutual, used questionable judgment 
in talking about the coming battle of 
western Europe. While urging the 
continuation of full-scale air raids 
over Germany and the occupied 
| countries, he strongly advocated fol- 
| lowing President Wilson’s policy of 
the last war. That is, he demanded, 
instead of immediately invading the 
continent, “Let the words go out 
|'to Germany, over Hitler's head,” urg- 
ling revolt against the Nazi regime, 
|and, presumably, promising some 
; @asier peace terms as reward. Such 
/a move might, Heatter argued, “save 
| the lives of millions of American sol- 


diers.”. At the same time, he re- 
marked that the United Nations 


ditional surrender. 
Whether these seemingly contra- 


dictory proposals are logical is 
| doubtless a matter of personal opin- 
ion. But. when the U. S. and British 


air forces are already pouring all the 
available 
plans for 
been set and are almost ready 
execution, a broadcaster should have 
enough sense of responsibility not to 
attempt to undermine the resolve of 
the American people to go through 
with the undertaking. The most 
painstaking study by the best quali- 
fied military and naval and govern- 
ment minds of the Allied countries 


bloody and expensive as it may be, is 
the surest and quickest and cheapest 
way to victory. Moreover, solemn 
pledges on the subject have been ex- 


browbeating a third urchin for be- 
ing a “foreigner.” But otherwise, 
there was merely a not-too-skillfully 
written account of a capable, likable 


Robert L. Ripley, who's been off 


the air for several seasons, returns | 


with a simpler and less expensive 
“pii0W, replacing “Gracie” Fields” for 
Pall Mall cigarets at 9:15-9:30 p.m. 
across the board on Mutual. It’s a 
pretty corny opus, dressed up with 
shrill fanfare to create an atmos- 
phere of excitement. There's also a 
promotional tie-in with Gabriel 
Heatter, who occupies the preceding 
15-minute niche. 

According to the frenzied 
Ripley is the man who's been every- 
where in the world in a lifetime's 
constant hunt for facts. With the 
orchestra banging out “Hunting We 
Will Go” for theme tune and bridges, 
Ripley himself spiels several believe- 
it-or-nots, the first of which is based 
on a news item from the Heatter 
stanza. As a wartime angle, he 
answers a V-mail question from a 
soldier, then replies to the previous 
night's question and finally gives the 
question for the following night. 

The commercial copy, in the same 


strident tone as the rest of the pro- | 


gram, still stresses Pall Mall’s extra 
length that “filters the smoke and 
protects your throat.” It’s silly. but 
apparently sells cigarets. Hobe. 


“DIXIANA” 

With Betty King, Bon Bon, Louis 
Jordan, Johnny Warrington’s Orch 

Musical 

15 Mins.; Friday, 4:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WCAU, Philadelphia 


In spite of its Sleepytown appella- | 
tion, this bailiwick has long been a /' 
hotbed for le jazz hot cult. Which | 
makes it all the more remarkable | 
why local’ radio doesn’t get hep to | 
the trend and put on more real and 
live swing shows as this one instead 
of filling the listener’s need merely 
with a phonograph needle. 

Stan Lee Broza, station’s program | 
chief and a swing fan in his own | 
right (his 16-year-old son, Elliott, 
leads a local college band), was the 
first to take advantage of the dor- 
mant demand and whipped together 


(Continued on page 40) 


intro, | 


and admirable young newspaper 
| man, with too much loose repetition 
of the “freedom of opportunity” 


| slagan_and na. definition af nrecicaly.! 


what it means and includes, or how 
it was the determining factor in 
| Tregaskis’ career. 

Unless more accurately 
“freedom of opportunity” might 
mean freedom to conduct business 
| without interference under the anti- 
| trust laws. If the term were defined 
| broadly enough, it might cover al- 
most anything. In this instance, it 
| might be a good idea for the spon- 
sor to define what it means by “free- 
| dom of opportunity.” Neither in the 
dramatic portion nor the commercial 
copy does the show do so now. 

Hobe. 


|“CORONET STORY TELLER” 

| Narrator: Marvin Mueller 

| Writer: Ruth Walliser 

| Director: Al Fishburn 

5 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 9:55 p.m. 

| CORONET MAGAZINE 

| WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 

“Coronet Story Teller” is a 


defined, 


neat 


five-minute radio package that will | 


build through word of mouth. For- 
mat of the program Mondays through 
Fridays is the narration of a short, 
short story. Saturday sessions will 
be devoted to a “Quick Quiz,” de- 
scribed as a variation of the question 
format shows on the air. 

When caught, on the opening pro- 
gram of the series, Monday (24), the 
program was highly listenable from 
start to closing, including a. neatly 
worded commercial for the slhick- 
paper, pocket-sized mag. Yarn, re- 
lated by Marvin Mueller, a story- 
teller with a smooth voice and ex- 
cellent delivery, was titled “The 
Child Who,Was Born One Year 
After His Mother Was Buried Alive.” 
It seems that the woman was in a 
coma, not really dead, when buried. 
She was saved, and the tot who was 
born to her was Robert E. Lee, the 
Confederate general. 

Commercial was in good taste, and 
the format of the show is slanted for 
adult audiences, prospective pur- 
chasers of Coronet. A winner. 

Sten. 


changed by the various United Na- 
|tions. Heatter, with his inflamma- 
tory style of delivery and injudicious 
kibitzing, is not helping the cause by 
crying for indecision at this decisive 
moment. 


tha 


The 
Garry Moore program is 


wat 


bouncing 


may give Amos and Andy something 
to ponder. Durante and Moore have 


been leaping of recent weeks. Moore 
has for long been pretty positive in 
his delivery but it is only lately that 
James has ripped into a script as he 
can tear when he’s not worried. Be- 
tween the two of ’em they are turn- 
ing loose a lot of entertainment. Not 
forgetting that A. & A. are also hav- 
ing an excellent season with their 
new format. Indeed, this 10-10:30 
p.m. post Friday nights is no place 
for a listener who can't make up his 
mind. 


Have you ever seen a dream walk- 
ing? Have you ever heard Bing 
Crosby louse up a program” It hap- 
pens—and kind of often—if you listen 
enough. -Of course. Crosby 
around in person at these times. The 
Bing is on platters and kind of help- 
less. But it also sometimes indicates 
that Crosby has turned loose a disc 


which isn’t exactly Crosby. Anyway, 
the instance that comes to mind was 
when some jockey spotted “Alex- 


ander,” “The Lady Is a Tramp,” and 
“Varsity Drag” right in a row. And 
each recording was a pip. Then he 
turned Crosby on with “Sweet Lei- 
lani.” And what “Leilani” did to this 
show was horrible. It was one time 
Bingo was a loaf of bread, and just 
as dull. Jack Kapp still plays him- 
self to sleep with “Leilani.” It sold 
more records than F.D.R. polled 
votes the last time. But it sure cut 
this show down to size. 


Out in Chicago NBC does some 
sustaining with “Authors’ Playhouse,” 
“Words at War,” etc., generally 
arourfd the 11:30 p.m. E.W.T. hour. 
The shows have their ups and downs 
but that’s not what we want to talk 
about here. The point is the simi- 
larity in method. Both programs 
love to whisper. Everybody whispers. 
At the point of a finger anybody 
whispers. Whispering and footsteps. 

(Continued on page 40) 


bombs on+«the enemy, and | 
all-out invasion have long | 
for | 


involved has indicated that invasion, | 


antes. 


should continue to insist upon uncon- | 


conclusion 
isnt} 


“& DATE WITH JUDY” . 

Cast: Louise Erickson, Dix Davis, 
Georgia Backus, John Brown, 
Thomas Peluso and Orch 

Writer: Aleen Leslie 

Producer: Tom McAvity 

30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m, 

LEWIS-HOWE-TUMS 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham) 
“Tums for the tummy’—there’s a 

commercial for you! 

At least the actors on teeoff “Date 
With Judy” Tuesday night (18) had 
satisfaction of knowing that, no mat- 
ter how poor their performances, 
they couldn't descend to the level of 
the little gem dreamed up for the 
sales dept. Gab further added to 
calibre of dramatic presentation, 
bringing in as it did references to 
“gastric indigestion, sour, jittery 
stomachs, acid condition and heart 
burn.” Tums for the tummy! 

There must be some other way to 
sell corrective concoctions over the 
air besides the hammer-and-tongs 
method which, as exemplified on this 
show, did little to add to listening 
pleasure. A little more gentleness in 
the approach with, perhaps, a mild 
reminder that when you're not feel- 
ing quite up to snuff the sponsor's 
product will snap you out of it would 
seem to be a much more effective 
selling method and certainly would 
make for a pleasanter, more listen- 
able program. 

“Judy,” making its first appearance 
during the regular season after sev- 
eral summer replacement shots for 
Bob Hope and Eddie Cantor, contin- 
ued in the “Aldrich Family” groove 
with Louise (Jeepers) Erickson in 
the title role heckled and abetted by 
Dix Davis as small-fry brother. He 
drew a flock of flip remarks as toter 
of the main laugh burden and proved 
to be a sharp kid all the way 
through. 

Stanza was built around Judy’s 
worship of Daphne O'Day, filmstress, 
and substitution of a lock of the 
moppet’s hair for the star’s in War 
Bond auction staged by Judy’s moth- 
er. Wholesale embarrassment was 
eliminated in time for signoff after 
usual parental bewilderment, child- 
hood despair, etc. Charles Boyer 
came on at close to deliver effective 
appeal for March of Dimes infantile 
paralysis campaign, but not before 


| another “Tums for the tummy” plug 


was squeezed in. 


Donn. 


“MARCH OF DIMES” 

With Eddie Cantor, Harry Von Zell, 
Jack Haley, Norah Martin, Ida 
Lupino, Monty Woolley, Dick Pow- 
ell, Edward G. Robinson, 
Burns, Ginny Simms, Lum ’n’ 
Abner, Georgie Price, Cass Daley, 
Cookie Fairchild’s Orch 

60 Mins.; Jan. 23 (single time) 

Sustaining 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
It would be nice to write, in view 

of the occasion, that here was a 

smash program. The fight against 

infantile paralysis inevitably helps 
create a feeling of giving—and for- 
giving. Wherein this “March of 

Dimes” show was concerned, the 

latter is particularly admissible. 
This wasn’t by any means a bad 


show. Not with that list of stellar 
names. Kt’s just that it could have 
been so much better. Take a look 


at the credits above—now, you know. 
_When an actor gives of his free 
time, and volunteers for a benefit, 
it’s always tough to come out and 
write disparagingly of his efforts. 
But because he’s projecting himself 


iiito .the spotlight he must learn to 


retain the same sense of showman- 
ship that he would were he working 
not for dimes, but for dollars. The 
void was too evident on this show. 

There were Monty Woolley and 
Ida Lupino, for instance. That 
script! It must have been embar- 
rassing to even the performers, 

And Eddie Cantor, the emcee, in 
his gagging sessions with announcer 
Harry Von Zell and Jack Haley. 
Again the script. And would some- 
one remind Haley, or the scripters, 
that such persiflage as “stinking” is 
inclined to be too sensitive to the 
ears? And remind Cantor that the 
radio audience is well aware. by 
now, that he has nothing but daugh- 
ters? That session between Cass 
Daley and Cantor at the program’s 
also could have used a 
hypo. 

The rest of the program, mostly 
musical, was generally good enteér- 
tainment. And there was a turn by 
Georgie Price, with his standard 
takeoffs on Jolson, Jesse, and Can- 
tor, that was surefire, as usual. 

Norah Martin, from the regular 
Cantpr Wednesday night NBC pro- 
gram, boffed with “My Heart Tells 
Me”; Dick Powell clicked with “Oh. 
What a Beautiful Morning” and 
Ginny Simms put over ‘Speak Low.” 
Edward G. Robinson made a straight 
plea for dimes; Bob Burns and Lum 
n’ Abner made similar pleas, but in 
tailored scripts to fit their particular 
brand of folksy talk. After her duo 
turn with Woolley, Miss Lupino 
appeared later in the 60-minute pro- 
gram to also make a plea for con- 
tributions to the fund. Cookie Fair- 
child’s musical accomp was excellent, 
as usual. Kahn. 


George Givot, June Havoe and 
several other principals in Michael 
Todd's new musical, “Mexican Hay- 
ride.” which opens tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., will do excerpts from the 
show on the RCA “What's New?” 
program Saturday night (29). 


Bob | 


“HORACE HEIDT AND HIS ORCH” 

With Henry Russell, Fred Lowery 
Bob Matthews, others 

30 Mins.; Mon., 7 p.m, 

Writer: Lou Fulton 

Director: Jack Rourke 

CHARLES E. HIRES CO. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


(N. W. Ayer) 


The familiar Heidt organization 
bowed in Monday night (24) for 
Hire’s root beer with a new idea 
fashioned along “pot of gold” lines 
but this time the show is finding jobs 
for honorably discharged servicemen 
instead of giving telephone cash 
awards. 

Performance consists of a brief in- 
terviews between Heidt and job- 
seeking vets in which latter outlined 
their service careers and employment 
wishes. First discharged serviceman, 
a Negro private from Dallas, was re- 
warded with a job at the Baker 
hotel there a few minutes after his 
mike appearance. Setup asks em- 
ployers in territory named to phone 
Blue network affiliate. From there 
the job offer is telegraphed to Cali- 
fornia studio where show originates, 
Response to job plea could be heard 
ticking on receiving printer and 
Heidt interrupted vocal presentation 
to break the news. 

Soldier then came to mike to read 
the message word-by-word and, 
when questioned by emcee as to his 
reactions, garnered hearty studio 
laugh by exclaiming “I feel like I 
just throwed a seven!” Program was 
picked up from there. 

Second interviewee told stark, re- 
alistic story of being wounded by 
hand grenade at Kiska after seeing 
15 buddies killed by the Japs and 
getting his revenge by machine-gun- 
ning 19 Nips at the entrance to cave 
from which he escaped by a con- 
cealed exit during the attack. This 
soldier said he did not want to re- 
turn to his h-me, Erie, Pa., but 
would like a job back in Alaska, 
signoff that the Alaskan outlet, KINY, 
KJR in Seattle messaged just before 
would put the youthful vet to work. 
The sponsor supplied transportation 
and expenses for both ex-servicemen 
to reach their new jobs. 

Idea of finding jobs for discharged 
soldiers and sailors is sound and 
can’t help but click with listening 
audience. Only question is whether 
some resentment might be brewed 
among listeners believing this serv- 
ice is one owed veterans and from 
which no advertising benefit should 
be gained. In this connection the 
plugs might be played down a bit so 
“jobs for servicemen” would wind up 
a public service portion of the show 
with plugs and Heidt’s entertainment 
a separate deal. 

Obviously with some 600,000 al- 
ready discharged from the armed 
forces and ready to resume civilian 
life, two placements a week achieved 
by this program is not going to ac- 
complish very much in the way of 
solving the re-employment problem. 
On the other hand, two jobs a week 
is better than none at all and con- 
sequently the new Heires-Heidt show 
deserves plaudits for launching a 
campaign which should be adopted 
and furthered whenever and wher- 
ever posible. 


Musical lines of show followed 
timeworn “musical knights” routine. 
Donn. 


“FRED WARING 
TIME” 

| Cast: Donna Dae, Squires, Bees and 
a Honey, Poley McClintock, others 

Writers: Larry Bruff, Fred Waring 


PLEASURE 


Director: Larry Bruff 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9:40 p.m. 

LIGGETT & MYERS 

W2XWV-DuMont, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

Fred Waring brought intelligence. 
personality and showmanship into 
the DuMont television studios 
Wednesday night (19) for his half- 
hour show for Chesterfield sponsored 
on an experimental basis, The Penn- 
sylvanians’ leader and _ production 
head, at the same time displayed a 
powerful tele presence, steering the 
show with a deftness and informal 
charm that registered with outstand- 
ing effectiveness. 

Waring wisely decided against 
clogging up the studio with too many 
members of his organization, confin- 
ing the tele performance to special- 
ties by his vocal crew and bringing 
in a pantomime comic skit, three 
male vagabonds facing the camera 
for a chucklesome takeoff on an old- 
time film audience with a tinny piano 
creating mood music in the back- 
ground. Comedy was_ decidedly 
“earthy,” building up to oldtime 
burley climax with shoe-removing 
gag. Waring apologized to any who 
might have been offended adding 
that, if no one had, “something is 
wrong with culture.” 

Musical fare stuck to formula es- 
tablished on Waring’s five-times-a- 
week NBC aftershows and featured 
the Bees and a Honey, Donna Dae 
and two male groups. Things moved 
at fast pace with exception of Miss 
Dae’s “Beguine,” done in close-up, 
which was a little draggy. Gal sang 
and televised well but was on screen 
a bit too long. 

Studio and camera technique was 

(Continued on page 40) 
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RADIO 


IN NEW YORK CITY . 


“Swing’s” contribution to juvenile dennis will be discussed on a 
WNEW forum on Sunday (30), 4:30-5 p.m. Hazel Scott, Dr. Felix Guenther, 
music editor of E. B. Marks Music Corp., Dr, Maurice Lieberman, chair- 
man of Brooklyn College music dept., and Dr. Sandor Lorand, psychiatrist, 
will participate in the currently-controversial discussion....WNYC will 
conduct its fourth annual American Music Festival, starting Feb. 12 and 
ending Feb. 22....Fritz Blocki will direct the all-star sports show Saturday 
night (29) on WOR- Mutual for the Treasury....Alan Brock appeared on 
“Mystery Theatre” last night (Tuesday) and also has parts on “School of 
the Air” and “Joyce Jordan.” 

Lawrence Klee, author of “Chaplain Jim,” in a train wreck last week at 
New Canaan, Conn. Mrs. Klee suffered from shock, but he was unin- 
jured, though he lost his specs....Lou Jacobson, director of “Backstage 
Wife,” visiting from Chicago to see‘his ailing father....Casting: Mildred 
Wall (“Front Page Farrell,” succeeding Betty Garde); Martin Wolfson 
(“Just Plain Bill”); Rod Hendrickson (“Our Gal Sunday”); Albert Aley, 
Cameron Prud-homme (‘Second Husband”); Muriel Starr (“Young Widder 
Brown”). 

Tom Fizdale handling new Guy Lombardo show sponsored by Chelsea 
Cigs....Ella Mae Morse guested on “Broadway Matinee’ over CBS Tues- 
day (25)....John Reed King takes his “Double or Nothing” radio show 
to Bridgeport Feb. 4 for a bond stint, returning to that city Feb. 6 for 
a vaude date at the Lyric theatre....Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun col- 
umnist and amusement section editor, hosted Ann Thomas, radio actress 
featured on “Abie’s Irish Rose,” “Easy Aces” and several other programs, 
at a party Friday (21)....John Donaldson, Jr., former McCann-Erickson 
time buyer, has joined the Red Cross 1944 War Fund of Greater N. Y. as 
radio director....Albert A. Cormier, former v.p. of Hearst Radio and 
earlier affiliated with WOR and WIP, has joined the sales staff of Joseph 
Hershey McGillvra, Inc., N. Y., in an executive capacity....Stephen S. 
Price and Edward K. Oates, recently discharged from the Army, have 
joined CBS as assistant directors in network operations. 

Addison Amor, currently producing the Allis-Chalmers-Boston Symph 
airings, adds the “Famous Jury Trials” stanza to his producing chores at 
the Blue....Nathan Straus, president of WMCA, author of tome, “The 
Seven Myths of Housing,” published by Alfred Knopf on Jan. 17....Lulu 
Bates, singer of nostalgic songs, guests on the Goodyear-NBC “Hook ’n’ 
Ladder Follies” on Jan. 29 stanza....Louise Kadison handling publicity for 
WBYN. She's sister of ex-press agent Herb Kadison, now an ensign in 
the Navy....Ray Knight, Blue production head, has assigned Wylie Adams 
to direct the Dick Tracy serial. He succeeds Bob White, who resigned to 
devote himself to the production of his own show, “Deadline Dramas’”.. 
Madge Tucker, director-producer of children’s programs (Little Blue 
Playhouse, ete.) is in Roosevelt Hospital with a broken leg. She fell 
coming down the steps of a theatre last week....Ira Marion, writer on the 
Blue network, has been accepted for limited service by the Army. 

Stan Warren, former tub thumper for Cambridge Summer theatre, where 
Paul Robeson broke in “Othello,” joins Earl Mullin’s staff at the Blue Net- 
work, Feb. 1. 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Groucho Marx and his Pabst foam blowers are packing up for their 
midwest trek in the interest of War Bonds, camp entertainment and the 
client’s 100th anniversary shindig. Making the trip will be Dick Mack, 
producer; Fay McKenzie, Leo Gorcey, Bill Days, Robert Armbruster; 
writers Bill Doemling, Selma Diamond, Arthur Stander, Jack Robinson 
and a guest star to be picked. Prexy Paul Warwick of the agency also 
goes along. Show will broadcast from Milwaukee Feb. 5 and Peoria the 
following week....Norman Nesbitt took to the mountains to forget all 
about those seven commercials he left behind. Just needed a rest from 
newscasting and let everything go hang....Tom Revere hustled back to 
his home base after sizing up the unattached talent prospects... 
blew in town to talk to Frank Morgan about his own show under 
templation by Benton & Bowles for General Foods.... Danny Danker has 
made it a must for everyone at the J. Walter Thompson office to gulp down 
three Vimms vitamins daily. Gal comes around with a red tray and has 
orders to report all missouts. Results beginning to show on Bob Colwell, 
whose cheeks have taken on a tinge of pink. Vimms, naturally, 
account....Ethel Waters will guest with Amos ‘n’ Andy Jan. 28....Blue 
net’s Edward Noble and Mark Wood due out early next month. Don 
Gilman rushing around to see they meet everyone of prominence in this 
City of Angels....Tom Breneman pitches “Breakfast at Sardi’s” in the 
Fox theatre at San Diego Jan. 29 to help the sale of War Bonds. Gotta 
buy a bond to get in....Irene Dunne, Claudette Colbert and Bob Burns, 
in that order, share the dramatic spotlight with Ronald Colman on “Every- 
thing For the Boys” series for the three weeks beginning tonight (Tues.) 
....Errol Flynn and Frank Sinatra have been set for guesting of Screen 
Guild players by Producer Bill Lawrence....Billy Mills now has a South 
American audience. His recorded sambas for Standard Radio library are 
providing the leg itch in five of the Latin republics 


IN CHICAGO 


Charles Jackson, scripter 
has authored a book titled “The Lost Weekend,” 


on the Blue Network show, “Sweet River,” 
to be published shortly 


..Patricia Whiteford has joined WGN as the assistant to Ben Berentson, | 


sales promotion manager....Judith Waller, director of Public Service of 
the NBC central division, will attend the winter meeting of the Federal 
Radio Education Committee in Washington Jan. 28....Ed Yocum, manager 
of KDHL, Billings, in town on a visit....Christy Flynn, WBBM engineer, 
has replaced Holly Pearce as traffic manager for the station. Pearce was 
inducted into the Army last week....Dave Harmon, writer of “America 
In the Air,” off for a brief vacation before reporting for induction Jan. 29. 

Bob McGee, manager of WEEV, Reading, Pa., in town on business... 
Janet Pomeroy has been added to the WBBM-CBS news staff as a writer 

...Cliff Johnson’s three-year-old daughter, Sandra, back on the Saturday 
a.m, show, “Do You Know the Answer?” Youngster was kept off the air 
during the flu epidemic....Dan Ryan, WBBM baritone, has been added 
to the regular staff of “Victory Matinee”....John Cary, sales manager of 
WIND, in New York on business last week....Arthur Kulosa, Jr., of WIND, 
inducted into the Army....Robert White, of WOR, will join the Chicago 
stafé of the same organization Feb. 1....Herb Kendrick, general manager 
of WJLS, in town on business....George Lang, WGN chief engineer, in 
New York (24) to attend the annual FM Broadcasters meeting....Mike 
Romano, former assistant state’s attorney, to play role of Iawyer Pate 
Manno in NBC’s “The Guiding Light”... .$11,000,000 worth of bonds were 


sold during the Jan. 14 broadcast of “Meet Your Navy” in Kansas City. 
Charles Irving will take over as quizmaster on “Coronet Quick Quiz,” 
show aired over the Blue Saturday mornings....Jean Treveiler has been 
added to Blue Network central division. 
of WOW, Omaha. 
“Victory Matinee” 
NBC engineer, 


John J. Gillin, Jr., president 
John Garfield, a 
.Major L. L. Washburn, former 


in town last week.... 
over WBBM Jan. 22... 
in Chicago last week. 


is a JWT | 


Hypoed by the application last 
week for an FM station to be op- 
erated by the New York Times, plus 
recent marked interest displayed by 
publishers and cthers not now ac- 
tively engaged in broadcasting, the 
two-day annual convention of FM 
Breadeasters, Inc., opening today 
(26) at the Hotel Commodore, XN. Y., 
shapes up as a potent lid-lifter for 
the hitherto underdeveloped me- 
dium. 


Cooler heads in the industry al- 
ready are cautioning against a mad 
“gold rush” to get in on the ground 
floor of FM broadcasting when WPB 
manufacturing restrictions are lifted. 
The consensus of opinion, however, 
seems to be that the post-war surge 
to obtain outlets will relegate all 
previous radio booms to the midget 
class. The very nature of FM with 
its limited range but excellent area 
coverage, tied in with low costs of 
installation and operation, makes it 
a powerful magnet for ambitious, 
locally financed investors, some of 
whom, undoubtedly, will be dazzled 
by things they observed in AM de- 
velopments years ago. 

The idea that FM outlets will be 
able to duplicate successes chalked 
up by local broadcasters who started 
from scratch in the early days of 
radio, and soon jumped into the 
ranks of big business, of course, will 
be a powerful magnet attracting 
many anxious to duplicate the proc- 
ess. And many will, in fact, tread 
the same path, competent observers 
concede. 

Glatted Market 


Others, however, are apt to find 
themselves in a glutted market, these 
same observers opine, shackled by 

(Continued on page 44) 


WJZ Autonomous 
Setup Pays Of 


Following the example of CBS in 
creating an autonomous setup for its 
WABC New York outlet, the Blue 
network has gradually been doing 


Bill Baker | the same thing with WJZ, N. Y. The 


| process started without any fanfare 


special guest on | 


| 


about two years ago with the ap- 
pointment of John McNeill as man- 
ager of WJZ, and reaching its devel- 
opmental climax with appointments, 
effective last Jan. 1, of Maurice 
Joachim as staff scripter and Ken 
Farnsworth as sales head. Last year, 
the station added John Haid as com- 
mercial program head and increased 
its sales promotion department by 
the addition of Tom Ellsworth, who 
handles research, and Dan Boone, 
who handles copy. 

The first job of the complete or- 
ganization was the “WJZ Cavalcade” 


program on Jan. 2 tracing the his-| 
tory of the station on the occasion of| 


the debut of the new WJZ transmit- 
ter now located at Lodi, N. J. The | 
success of the autonOmous operati on| 
of the station within the Blue frame- | 


work is pointed up by the sale and} 
new proglams di-| 


development or 
rected at the local market. Of course, 


spot sales have also taken a terrific; 


upswing. The WJZ staff has devel- 
oped and sold completely indepen-| 


dently of the net such programs as| out and one of the 


the John David-sponsored session, 
“Letter to a Serviceman,” (Fridays, 
10:30-10:45 p.m.), the Allie L. Miles 
“Woman's Exchange” stanza, week- 
days (1-1:30 p.m.), featuring Alma 
Kitchell and the Ward Baking Co. 
news broadcasts. Program negotia- 
tions under way at the present are 
more than three times greater than 
at any time in the past five years. 


Lucy Monroe, Buchanan 
In 15-Min. Daytime Show 


Lucy Monroe, the singe, and | 
Stuart Buchanan, script editor, pro- | 
ducer of the Blue Network, are 


working on a daytime show idea. 
It will be a 15-minute “sing-talk” 
stanza, 


| and $12,000 and short-wave 


Greater U.S,, British Unity on B'casting 
Envisioned By Block i in Post-War Era 


CBS Also Opens Its FM 


Programs to Affiliates 


Following the lead established by 
NBC earlier this month CBS execs 
at the meeting with network affili- 
ates advisory board (24-25) in New 
York announced that effective Feb. 1 
all CBS commercial and sustaining 
programs would be made available 
to affiliated FM stations without 
cost to stations or charge to adver- 
tisers. All commercial programs 
must be’ given equal treatment dur- 
ing hours of FM operation, accord- 
ing to terms of the agreement. 

Also announced by CBS was a 
series of FM clinics embracing en- 
gineering data and practical operat- 
ing experience as gained at WABC- 
FM, N. Y., and WBBM-FM, Chi. 
Dates will be announced later. 


Statewide Mich. 
FM Network For 


By HAL BLOCK 


(The author recently returned 
from England, where he scripted 
transatlantic broadcasts for almost a 
year). 


Inasmuch as radio is destined to be 
a great power in the post-war world, 
it is very important to know who is 
going to wield that power. It seems 
quite apparent to me that with the 
end of hostilities there will be a 
great increase in the amount of co- 
operation between the British and 
American broadcasting system. More 
and more in the future will there be 
programs which emanate simulta- 
neously from both sides, and will 
permit cross-fire conversation be- 
tween performers on both sides. It 
is therefore very important that we 
on this side know the workings of 
British radio. 

There is only one large radio mo- 
nopoly in Great Britain. It is the 
British Broadcasting Corp. and it 
functions as part of the government 
service. People who have radio sets 
pay a fee of 10 shillings a year, 
which is roughly $2, and then re- 
ceive their programs throughout the 
year without commercials. There 
are two wavelengths, the Home and 


Detroit, Jan. 25. 

Wider use of radio in education in 
the post-war period is reflected here 
in the organization of a frequency 
modulation network to serve Michi- 
gan institutions with eight school or- 
ganizations already on contract for 
its services. 

Dr. Joseph E. Maddy, president of 
the National Music Camp at Inter- 
lochen, Mich., and professor of radio 
music instruction at the Univ. of 
Michigan, announced last week that 
the eight school systems had made 
applications to the FCC for permis- 
sion to operate the FM stations. 

The schools and schoo] systems are 
the University of Michigan, the De- 
troit Board of Education, the Pon- 
tiac High School, Bay City Junior 


College, Central Michigan College 
(at Mt. Pleasant), Michigan State 
College (Lansing), Albion College 


and the Traverse City School Sys- 
tem. Others are expected to send in 
“applications for what is proposed as 

a statewide network for education. 

Plans for the proposed network 
call for 30 to 40 stations to serve the 
entire state, Dr. Maddy said. Each 
station weuld cost between $5,000 
hookups 
would be used between stations to 
save the cost of leased wires. A cen- 
tral committee on policy and pro- 
grams to represent all cooperating 
institutions is being set up. 

It is proposed that the State Dept. 


of Education administer the network. 


| This would help make state funds as 


well as the local ones available for 
building up the Schoolhouse Net- 
work and, grapevine has it, there i: 


no reluctance on the part of the state 
to make a grant for the new-style 
radio education which has been 
tested out, particularly in Detroit 
aid by the University of Michigan, | 
and found highly satisfactory. 

The local stations would be per- 


mitted to use either local or network 
programs under the policy worked 
big advantages 
cited is that youngsters in the small 
towns could be tuned in on some of 
the educational advantages of the big 
cities and universities. 


EDDIE DOWLING TO 
STAR ON MBS SHO 


Eddie Dowling, Broadway stage 
producer and actor, will be star of 
“Wide Horizon,” a new comedy- 
variety show, which starts on 31 Mu- 
tual stations Feb. 27. Sponsor will 
|be Boots Aircraft Nut Co., of New 
| Canaan, Conn. 
| Cecil & Presbrey is the agency on 


ithe account. David Mendoz will 
j baton orch on the program. 


Educ. Formulated 


Forces, the former designed strictly 
for home consumption, while the 
| Forces programs are designed both 
for home consumption and the troops 
abroad. Many of our American pro- 
grams, such as Command Perform- 
ance, Mail Call, Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope and Charlie McCarthy are also 
heard on the Forces program and 
have given British radio an incentive 
to speed up their programs. 
Antipathy to Speed 


Unlike American audiences, Brite 
ish audiences do not like too much 
speed, as they have not yet been 
completely educated to the fast pace 

(Continued on page 44) 


“Aunt Jemima” 


All Battered Up 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Delay in taking up its option on 
Blue network time and the com- 
pletion of a 13-yeek contract with 
CBS which was not renewed has left 
the Aunt Jemima Co. without air 
facilities. The Sherman K. Ellis 
agency acting for the pancake com- 
pany, held an option on time over 
the Blue for Monday, Wednesday 
Friday 10:45-11 a.m., preceding 


the “Breakfast at Sardi” program. 
When the Aunt Jemima company 


finally decided to buy the time they 
found that the Saturday Evening 
Post had purchased it five minutes 
after the option had elapsed. Com- 
pany is now casting around for an- 
other spot either morning or night 
time. 

As a result of the “Aunt Jemima” 
Sishow, which was aired Saturdays 
| 12:30-12:45 p.m. (CWT) going off the 
lair, the Sherman agency finds itself 
|! holding an exclusive one-year con- 
tract with Vera Lane which calls for 


a pretty juicy pay check each week 
whether the singer works or not. 
Last “Aunt Jemima” show was 


broadcast Saturday (22). 


Television Press Club 


Formed At N. Y. Confab 


John R. Poppele, chief engineer of 
WOR; Dr. B.E. Shackelford, of Radio 
Corp. of America and chairman of 
the Institute of Radio Engineers’ 
{technical convention; Richard W. 
| Hubbell, of N. W. Ayer, and B. Fer- 
inandez Aldana, Latin - American 
|newspaper correspondent in N. Y., 
were principal . speakers yesterday 
(Tuesday ) noon at the organizational 
meeting of the Television Press Club. 
Principal trade papers having tele- 
| vision departments were represented 
at meeting. 

Shackelford outlined the work 
planned for the Radio Technical 
Planning Board panels, especially in 
television. 


} 
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vacations to tooters. 


Agency Domination Held at Fault 


In Mutual Web's Ban on Balter 


Discontinuance of Sam 


Premieres 


(Jan. 26 to Feb. 5) 
Jan. 26 
“The Orson Welles Show,” va- 
riety with guest stars; 9:30-10 
p.m. (PWT) Wednesdays: KNX- 
CBS Pacific Coast stations only; 


Mutual network news commentaries 
at conclusion of his current cycle 
Feb, 2, according to sources close to | 
the seat of the trouble, is a direct | 
result of agency interference with | 
commentatoi’s script, allegedly forc- | 
ing him to strive for sensationalism. | 
Balter, it’s charged, was forced to | 
sublimate his views and, 
Opinions and ordered to slant his | 
scripts at smokers of low-priced | 
cigars. 
Controversy 


own 


rather than commen- 
tary was the chief aim, insiders 
charge, and some drew a parallel 
with the recent case of Cal Tinney, 
who provoked Army disapproval | 
through use of same “sensationalism” | 
technique on his programs. Mutual | 
Officials are known to have objected 
to “prostitution of its business” by | 
outside interference motivated solely | 
by the expressed purpose of stirring | 
up controversy. 


A network spokesman cleared Col. 
Robert McCormick, Chi Tribune pub- | 


lisher and owner of the affiliated 
WGN, from jany blame in laffair , 
Balter and said he was without, 


authority to order the program Can- | 
celled and had made no such request. 
Balter is the third newscaster to be 
dropped recently by Mutual on the 
basis of questionable integrity. 
Phillip Keane Gordon, a name since 
discovered to have been a cover-up, 
was ordered off the network in Cinci 
along with another commentator 
whose material was under suspicion. 

Reports from the Coast indicate 
that Mutual's regional affiliate, the 
Don Lee network, is willing to con- 
tinue the Balter-Phillies program but 
only if broadcasts originate in Holly- 
wood and scripts are made available 
to Lee editors for examination as to 
good taste and to protect the chain 
against libel actions. 


St. Louis Dialers 
In Middle of KWK 
Feud Vs. Dispatch 


St. Louis, Jan. 2. 

A feud that has all the elements of 
a Great Gildersleeve comedy has 
been going on for weeks in St. Louis 
between the St. Louis Post Dispatch, 
owners of KSD, and KWK, Mutual 
affiliate. Whole thing started with 
the newspaper messing up the radio 
log of the station in their paper. 
The station accused the paper of do- 
ing it deliberately because of the 
close competition between their sta- 
tion and the Dispatch-owned KSD. 
The newspaper claimed that it was 
just a series of errors. 

With KWK refusing to send any 
more program ieéleases to the paper 
starting the first of the year, the 
Dispatch had to fall back on the 
Mutual releases sent out of New 
York and guessing on all local pro- 
grams which made the original con- 
fusion look like kid stuff. 


Extent of ‘the mixup even on na- 
tional network shows is heightened 
by the pecular time and_ traffic 
problems of Mutual. Example is the 
“Pick and Pat’ show for Helbros 
watches which, on a standard net- 
work operation, would be aired in 
St. Louis a’ 8:30 Tuesday night. Due 
to Mutual’s arrangements the pro- 
gram is actually taken off on a rec- 
ord and-played back Wednesday. 


Balter’s 


There still is no solution to the sit- | 
uation in sight although the St. Louis 
radio audience is getting more and 
more mixed up. 


Philly Stations Sign 
Contracts With AFM 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Three Philly outlets, affiliated with 
the major networks, last week signed 
eentracts with Local 77, American 
Federation Musicians. 

The new pacts for the first time 
were signed for 52 weeks with scales 
et $50-per-week-per-man remaining. 

Stations signed up were WCAU 
(CBS), KYW (NBC), and WFIL 
(Blue Network). WCAU’s contract 
was extended from 51 to 52 weeks 
with one week's -vacation with pay 
granted each musician. This is the 
first time a station has given paid 


KYW’s termer was upped to a full 
year from last year’s 4642 weeks 
with a new scale of $75 ailowed for 
arranger and copyist. WFIL’s con- 
tract was exterded to 52 weeks 


WRC’s Program Crew 
Joins Liberty Ship To 


Record E. T. Bond Show... 


Washington, Jan, 25. 


WRC, the NBC outlet 


ner” during 


whittled 
transcriptions 


down to a batch 


announcer; 
neer. 


Neale McCarroll, 


here, has 

chalked up a new radio first in mak- 

ing nine hours of recordings aboard | 
the Liberty Ship, “American Mari- ! 
its 450-mile trip from. 
| New York to Washington. 
| been 


Stuff has 
of 
totaling three hours, | 
which are being broadcast here in! 
connection with the 4th War Loan.| the Compton agency, went to the 

It was the first time a station put | Coast last week for the premiere of 


Socony Vacuum Oil Co.; Comp- 
ton agency. 


Jan, 31 
Robert St. John, news: 10:15- 
10:30 a.m., Monday> - Fridays; 


WEAF-NBC; sustainer. 

“Luncheon With Lopez,” mu- 
1:30-1:45 p.m., Mon., Wed., 
WOR-Mutual; Van Camp, 


Feb. 5 
“American Story,” documen- 
tary history of American litera- 
ture; 7-7:30 p.m.. Saturdays; 
WEAF-NBC; sustaining. 


Inc.; Calkins and Holden agency. 


ACKERMAN, MORAN 


merly in 
tors of radio of Young & Rubicam. 
became a 


| agency. 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 


| WHBQ, for many years Memphis’ 


{only independent station, becomes 
full-time, exclusive Mutual 


‘Lester Gottlieb, MBS 


HAYNES TO COAST 


included Vacuum, 
Ross Filion, producer; Holly Wright, | 


engi- 


pects to enter the Army or Navy 
couple ef weeks later. 


He’s due back next week, and ex- 


; Many Mutual programs 


also is a Blue Network affiliate. 


,a program crew aboard a Liberty} the Orson Welles show tonight WHBQ, whose programs 
| Ship in convoyed transit-from one} (Wednesday) on CBS for Socony-| been confined mostly to platters, 
port to another. Crew 


first Mutual presentations. 


UPPED AT Y&R 


Harry Ackerman, formerly pro- 
duction head, and Joe Moran, fore 
charge of commercials, 
have been upped to associate direc- 


They share the assignment with 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., who last week 
vice-president of the 


WHBQ Signs “Exclusive 
_As MBS Memphis Outlet 


outlet 
effective March 6, it was revealed by 
publicity 
‘head, during a visit here last week. 
have not 
Storrs Haynes, radio director of | been heard in the Memphis area be- 
cause WMPS, present Mutual outlet, 


have 
have scheduled the Bob Ripley show, 


Gabriel Heatter, Chicago Theatre of 
a!the Air and top name bands as their 


AFRA Protests 
NBC Nix of Rival 
Network Spieler 


The American Federation of Radio 
Artists has filed a protest with NBC 


95 | over the dismissal of an announcer 


on the Red Skelton show, Tuesday 
(10:30-11 p.m.). Problem arose from 
recent NBC rule that staffers of rival 
nets may not appear on NBC pro- 
aigrams and that NBC staffers are 
prohibited from similar chores. Rule 
doesn't affect freelancers. 
Announcer in the case was from 
the Blue and though he merely did 
cut-ins and second announcements, 
AFRA feels that his dismissal sets a 
dangerous precedent. AFRA com- 
mittee is currently studying the sit- 
uation and will soon decide on the 
measure to be taken by the group. 


Kansas City.—Bob Magir1! is a late 
addition to the mike staff at KCKN, 


from 48. 


Right on the split second of 6 o'clock to- 
night, when the hands of your watch point straight 
up and down, a switch will be thrown and WJZ's 
powerful new transmitting station will go into oper- 


ation at its new location. 


lis power is 50,000 watts. [ts tonal quality more bril- 
liant ...its listening reception far stronger than ever 
before. Its clarity, that of a sleigh bell at midnight. 


something 


TONIGHT 


wonderful 


- is going to happen to 


your 


Turn your 


improved. 


yourself, 


occurs. Notice how 


radio 


dial to 770 


To understand the great difference on your radio, 
you must listen both before and after this change 
, at the instant of 6 o'clock, the 
strength and clarity of WJZ's programs are vastly 


Tarn your radio dial to 770 and hear it happen for 


Six o'clock sharp tonight. 


Hear these great Programs —See Newspaper Radio Listings for Day and Time 


Music « The Metropolitan Opera, Metropolitan Audj- 
tions, The Boston Symphony, Victory Varade of Spot- 
light Bands, Nancy Martin, Meet Your Navy, 
Morton Downey, Keepsakes, Musical Steelmakers, 
Paul Whiteman, Diane Courtney and ‘Lhe Jesters, 
Singo, Southernaires, Ink Spots, Moments of Memory. 


Forums «America’s Town Meeting of the Air, America 
Tomorrow. 


News and Comment Raymond Gram Swing, 
Walter Winchell, Drew Pearson, Dorothy Thompson, 
Baukhage, John Gunther, Ceorge Hicks, Gil Martyn, 
Lowell Thomas, John Vandercook, Jimmy Fidler, 
Edward Tomlinson, Leon Henderson, John B. Kea- 

edy, Westbrook Van Voorhis, ara and Suther- 
Walter Kiernas, George Reedy, Martig 
Agronsky, Ray Heale, Hugh James, leary J. Tayloy, 
Hanson Baldwia, Francis Drake, Majer Gew, Paul 
Malone, retired, 


THE 


Foreign Correspondents © George Hicks (with 


Drama « Certrade Lawrence, Parker Family, Flot 


NETWORK 


U.S. Fifth Army in Italy), Arthur Feldman (London), 
Donald Coe (Algiers), Henry Gorrell (Aukara), Clete 
Roberts (New Guinea), Tom Grandin (London), 
Frederick B. Opper (Chungking), Frank Shea (Cairo), 


Children’s Programs + The Blue Playhouse, 
Terry and The Pirates, Dick Tracy, The Sea Hound, 
Jack Armstrong, Hop Harrigan, Captain Midnight, 
The Lone Rangez, Storyland Theatre, Land of the 
Lost, Coast to Coast on a Bus. 


Variety + Radio Hall of Fame, Duffy's, Chamber 
Music Society of Lower Basin Street, Breakfast at 
Sardi’s, What's New?, Breakfast Club, Ladies Be 
Seated, Dunninger, The Kibitzers, Breakfast in Bed- 
tam, On Stage Everybody, Minstrel Show, Awake at 
the Switch. 


Religious and Inspirational Pr 


_NEW YORK | 


Copy, Gang Busters, Star for a Night, Famous Jury 
Trials, Counterapy, Wings to Victory, Sweet River, 
Chaplain Jim, My True Story, Green Hornet, Adven- 
tures of the Falcon, House on Q Street, Hollywood 
Radio Theatre, Army Service Forces Presents, Dow 
Ameche. 


Quis + Battle of the Soxes, Quiz Kids, Yankee Doodle 


Quiz, Blind Date, Sea You. 


Service Programs « Nancy Craig, Alma Kitchell, 


National Farm and Home Hour, Mystery Chef, 
Living Should Be Fun, Baby Institute, Bert Bachrach. 


raméee 
The Catholic Hour, National Vespers, The Jewish 
Hour, Religion and the New World, Our Spiritual 
Life, Homespun, ‘The Riddle of Life, Building for 
Morale, Ted Maloue. 
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War Casualties 
In Air Bond Pitch 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Returned overseas personnel is so 
much in demand that every available 
patient at both the Percy Jones and 
Gardiner General hospitals here, 
able to speak and appear before the 
public or microphone, has been 
pooked solid for the duration of the 
current Fourth War Loan Drive. 

The Percy Jones hospital has fur- 
nished 750 patients in the last six 
months of 1943 and approximately 
300 soldiers each month are now be- 
ing used from the two _ hospitals, 
mostly on radio programs to further 
the buying of bonds and war stamps. 


Only soldiers who have served over- 
seas are used, as they can impress 
on a radio audience’s mind the need 
for supplies. Convalescing soldiers 
are eager tO appear on radio pro- 
grams so they can drive this point 
home. 


Blue Net to Set Up 
Own Musical Staff 
In Central Division 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Final plans for a separate Blue 
Network musical staff in the central 
division have been drafted with Rex 
Maupin, former conductor, 


scheduled to head the new depart- 
ment. Network execs figure on 30-35 
staffers at the start with the num- 
ber to be increased later. Maupin 
will be the conductor on the late 
afternoon and nighttime shows with 
Harry Kogan slated to handle the 
music on the “Breakfast Club” and 
the rest of the morning shows re- 
quiring music. 

Actual splitup of the present ar- 
rangement of NBC and the Blue 
where the same men service both 
networks is held up pending a huddle 
in New York between James C. 
Petrillo and the top execs of the 
four major networks on the overall 
terms for a renewal of network con- 
tracts, 

Meeting, which is expected to be 
held this week, is a continuation of 
a preliminary session held in New 


Innocent Victim 


J. Walter Thompson agency, 
which handles the Lever Bros. 
account on the Vimms-Frank Si- 
natra Wednesday night CBS 
show, took the rap for a pan re- 
view on its own account in a let- 
ter received by the agency last 
week from a Sinatra fan in 
Dallas. 


Letter, addressed to “Mr. J. 
Walter Thompson, care ‘Variety,’ 
New York City,” credited the 
“Mr. Thompson” with writing the 
“Variety” review on the intro- 
ductory Sinatra broadcast, and 
in no uncertain terms expressed 
disgust over the opinions ex- 
pressed. Missive obviously was 
the result of its author mistaking 
the italicized credit line tag on 
the review for a byline, hence 
the Thompson-“Variety” address. 


York Christmas week. When and 
if the union and network presidents 
reach an agreement on basie terms 
for the new contracts, Petrillo is ex- 
pected to lift his order of last sum- 
mer restraining the locals from ne-4 
gotiating new network contracts. 
Details can then be worked out 
locally in each city. 


Radio Linguals a War Casualty; 


Find More Coin in 


Tel & Tel, wil! be guest speaker. 


“My Best Girls” Tag 


For Energine Show 


The new Energine show, replacing 
“Battle of the Sexes” in the 8:30-9 
p.m. spot Wednesdays on WJZ-Blue, 
will be called “My Best Girls.” It is 
tentatively slated to start Feb. 9, 
with Wes McKee directing for 
Young & Rubicam agency. It will be 
a continuing dramatic story. 

Writer and cast are not set. 


Engineers of Mutual’s 
Key Stations to Meet 


Engineers of Mutual's key stations 
will meet at the Ambassador hotel, 
N. Y., tomorrow (27) to discuss new 
developments in their field. Jack 
Poppele, chief engineer of WOR, 
N.Y., will chairman the event. 

F. R. MacFarland, of American 


Yank Shows 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Foreign language radio programs 
have taken a terrific licking under 
the impact of the war, a newly-com- 
pleted FCC study discloses. Chief 
reason is that the local stations 
throughout the country handling the 


programs can make more money 
selling the time for English language 
shows, due to the flood of advertising 
cash now looking for a place to be 
spent. 

Numerous stations have sloughed 
the lingual shows in recent months 
with more of the same due to come, 
The linguals, like the foreign lan- 
guage press, depend upon a steady 
flow of immigration for circulation. 
Under the policy in effect in tnis 
country in recent years, virtually all 
of them would pass out of the pic- 
ture eventually anyhow, since sec- 
ond and third generation citizens 
never follow up with the mother 
tongue of the immigrants. The new 
war policy has merely accentuated 
the situation. 

Chief hope for a restoration of the 
linguals on the large scale, observers 
here believe, would be a lowering of 
the immigration bars after the war 
to help the victims in Europe whose 
homes and livelihoods have been 
wiped out. If, on the other hand, 
Congress refuses to change its pres- 
ent policy of a very limited immi- 
gration, there appears little chance 
that lingual broadcasting will boom 
again. 

An FCC survey in December, 1941, 
showed 400 stations broadcasting a 
total of 1,580 foreign language hours 
a week. A later survey in April, 
1943, showed only 169 stations broad- 
casting 1,460 foreign language hours 
weekly. These were in 26 different 
tongues, with Spanish, Italian and 
Polish in the lead for time. 

At present, FCC estimates, only 
about 125 stations are carrying 
lingual programs, with the number 
expected to drop steadily. In addi- 
tion to the clamor for air time by 
English language advertisers, the fol- 
lowing reasons for the drop a™? 
given: recent network affiliations by 
many former independent foreign 
language stations; and the added war 
costs of hiring monitors and censors 
in accordance with Office of Censor- 
ship regulations. 

Among the stations which have 
shaken loose from the lingual field 
in recent months are WPEN in Phil- 
adelphia, which cancelled all foreign 
language time Jan. 1; New Haven’s 
Blue outlet, WELI, which cancelled 
all, mostly Italian and Polish, Oct. 
17 last; WBRE, in Wilkes Barre, Pa., 
which cut them out last May; 
WBNY, Buffalo, which recently 
dropped its Italian programs; and, in 


Texas. KONO, San Antonio; KRIS, 


Corpus Christi; and KABC, San An- 
tonio, which have wiped out-their 
Spanish-language programs. Two 
small Pennsylvania stations, WAZL 
and WARM, are also reported getting 
ready to ditch the lingual field. 


BABB RESIGNS NCAC, 
PLANS GOING ON OWN 


John Babb, with National Concert 
& Artists Corp., has resigned and is 
understood planning to set up his 
own management office. Among his 
clients are Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
author of the “Pepper Young” and 


“When a Girl Marries” serials; Ed 
East and Polly, who conduct the 
“Ladies, Be Seated” audience par- 


ticipation series on WJZ-Blue, and 
Hanson W. Baldwin, military analyst 
of the N. Y. Times. 

Before joining NCAC in 1927, Babb 
was with American Tobacco and 
American Piano. 


Brewery Sponsor Drops 
Fulton Lewis on WABY 


Albany, Jan. 25. 

Beverwyck Brewing Co. of Albany, 
which for more than a year had been 
sponsoring Fulton Lewis, Jr., on a 
participation basis for the Washing- 
ton commentator’s broadcasts over 
Mutual, through WABY, dropped 
him last week and substituted Gene 
O’Haire in a nightly news roundup. 

O’Haire, who does three sponsored 
musical clock programs on WGY, 
Schenectady, also airs a 15-minute 
sponsored news commentary three 
mornings a week via WGY. He also 
has been appearing in television 
shows on WRGB. 
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J. Edgar Hoover Won't Talk, But FCC 


-Probers Say 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover is due | 
for a repeat session before the Lea 
Committee investigating the FCC, | 
following his refusal last Thursday | 
(20) to give testimony on the ground, 
that he was under orders from Pres- 
ident Roosevelt. 

Hoover said he could not answer 
any question which might affect in- 
ternal security in wartime. 

Eugene L. Garey wanted to show 
that FCC had declined to turn over, 
to the F3I in Jar, 1942, more than) 
100,000 fingerprints of radio employ- 
ees in this country. Garey made his 
point another way. He introduced 
in the record a letter from Attorney 
General Francis Biddle telling FCC 
chairman James L. Fly that “sur- 
reptitious” radio messages from the 
U. S. helped the early Jap military 
success after Pearl Harbor. Biddle 


wanted the fingerprints for the FBI. 
Fly, 
= 


according to Garey, declined) 


They ll Try Again 


to comply because of an agreement 
he had with radio union officials. 

Garey also pressed Hoover regard- 
ing the case of Alfone Lombiazi, who 
had been a foreign language broad- 
caster in Boston. Again Hoover re- 
fused to answer. Garey charge | 
that Lombiazi had been ‘ ‘wrongfully 
and illegally put off the air” by FCC 
and that the FBI shared some of 
the blame. He claimed that the mat- 
ter was entirely the fault of the FCC 
and that the FBI had nothing to do 
with it. 

Congressmen of the committee ap- 
peared annoyed by the Roosevelt or- 
der to Hoover, which similarly bot- 
tled up testimony from Army and 
Navy officials in the early days of 
the probe when the committee’s 
chairman was Rep. Eugene E. Cox, 
Georgia Democrat. Rep. Clarence F. 
Lea, the present chairman, said he 
would seek an explanation from the 
White House. 


Saint With Brogue 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 
Man Who Would Be 
12 plays on the Life of 
Christ, written by Dorothy L. 
Sayers for BBC and waxed for 
export to Canada, will tee off 
Thursday (27) over the Trans- 
Canada network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. 

St. Matthew, who takes the 
role of narrator in the 12 dramas, 
is played as a Cockney Londoner 
with a rich accent, but presum- 
ably school-tie English will be 
the vehicle of the other charac- 
ters. 


“The 
King.” 


New York—Z. C. Barnes, in Mu- 
tual’s sales department since last 
February, and before that for 20 
years vice president of the Outdoor 
Agvertising Co. has been named 
MBS director of sales administration, 
He will work with Edward Wood, 
Jr., general sales manager, in handl- 
ing administrative matters of sales 
organization. Henry M. B. Chamber- 
lin, former magazine advertising 
salesman, has joined the network's 
sales staff. 


Radio Writers Guild 
Sets Up New Charter; 
Maps Industry Survey 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
New constitution drawn up by 
Louis Schofield, newly-elected na- 
tional president of the Radio Writers 
Guild, already ratified by the mid- 
western members, will be presented 


to the New York and West Coast 
members for approval in the next 
two weeks. 

Main points of the new charter 
are an annual national convention, 
the formation of a national execu- 
tive board, national offices to be 
opened in N. Y. with an executive 
secretary, with the permanent loca- 
tion of the offices to be decided at 
the first national convention. 

Other points to be ratified are 
elimination of assessments with dues 
to be levied according to the writers 
income, creation of new regions in- 
stead of the present east, midwest 
and west regions, and local chapters 
in all cities that have enough writers 
to warrant opening offices. 


New Lipmike In 
Army Use to Be 
Studied By IRE 


Post-war possibilities of a recently 
developed lip-fitting microphone de- 
signed on a “differential” principle to 
achieve outside noise-cancellation in 
response to Army demands for such 
combat equipment will be demon- 
strated by Signal Corps personne] at 
the WOR studios, N. Y., Friday (28), 
J. R. Poppele, station’s chief engineer, 
is staging the exhibition in conjunc- 
tion with the winter technical meet- 
ing of the Institute of Radio Engi- 
neers, Jan. 28-29, 

Demonstration is to be piped into 
Hotel Commodore, where technical 
“brains” of the industry will be in 
conclave, with civilian inventors, de- 
velopers and Army Signal Corps men 
participating. The small, compact 
mike which straps over the lips, 
barely covering the user’s mouth, is 
being manufactured in South Bend, 
Ind., with entire production chan- 
neled into wartime use by the Army. 

Peacetime possibilities of new 
equipment are seen in use on remote 
broadcasts, such as political conven- 
tions, audience interviews, sports 
broadcasts and other events where 
announcers must have freedom of 
movement and ability to use hands in 
handling script, jotting down notes, 


etc. Noise cancellation advantage 
also can be utilized in telephone 


transmitters and industrial commu- 
nications systems, it is predicted. 

Combat advantages of the new 
mike are claimed in its compactness, 
blotting out of extraneous noises 
and fact it remains in position 
despite most strenuous physical ac- 
tions on part of wearer and retains 
transmitting fidelity. 

Patent holder is F. C. Beekley, 
West Hartford exec of QST, “ham” 
radio publication. Also active in de- 
velopment of lipmike were Albert R. 
Kahn and Louis R. Burroughs, of the 
Electro-Voice Mfg. Co., South Bend, 
and H. C. Hornickel, civilian em- 
ployee at the Fort Monmouth Signal 
lab. All are expected to attend dem- 
onstration at WOR. 


NAB, Pedagogues Map 
4-Yr. College Course 
In Radio Journalism 


Recommended standards for a 
four-year university course leading 
to a degree in radio journalism and 
a short extension course for persons 
already employed in the radio-news 
field who desire further education 
and training were established Fri- 
day (21) at a joint meeting of NAB 
reps and delegates from the Na- 
tional Assn. of state Tniversitics 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N, Y. 

Proposed courses of study will be 
presented at NAB’s radio-news com- 
mittee powwow in N. Y., March 15- 
16, with view to having them in- 
cluded in college and varsity cur- 
ricula for the 1944 fall semester. 
Four-year course as outlined in- 
cludes social studies, economics, his- 
tory, etc.; complete mastery of a 
foreign language, preferably Span- 
ish or Portuguese; English and 
American literature, composition, 
diction, vocal training and thorough 
groundwork in newsgathering his- 
tory, laws of libel, radio law, the 
NAB code, FCC regulations and kin- 
dred legislation as well as labora- 
tory and studio experience in prac- 


atl 


tical broadcasting. Other detailed 
studies in scripting, mike technique 
and allied courses also were #in- 


cluded in the recommendations. 
Panel for Friday’s meeting num- 
bered I. Keith Tyler, director of 
radio at Ohio State University; Wil- 
bur Schramm, school of journalism 
director at Iowa State, and Mitchel! 
Charnley, assistant journalism school 
director of U. of Minn., representing 
NASU, and Paul White, CBS; Bil! 
Brooks, NBC, and Walt Dennis, 
WHN, as members of the NAB news 
committee sub-committee, William 
Burke Miller, manager of NBC's 
pubdlie service division, also sat in. 


Unite on Bond Pitch 


Schenectady, Jan. 
Schenectady’s four stations, WGY 
WSNY, WGFM and WBCA (the Iat- 
ter two FM), are linked together for 
a series of four evening programs on 
behalf of the Fourth War Loan. 
WGFM, General Electric FM outiet, 
put on the first show tonight (25) 
under direction of Emerson Mark- 
ham. 


25. 


MORE advertisers 
MORE people WLW 
than any other 
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Unique Setup To 
Mark Return Of 
“Wake Up’ Airer 


“Wake Up, America,” radio quiz 
debate, which bowed off the Blue} 
network on Dec. 26, will make its 
reappearance under a setup which 
adds a new and somewhat bizarre 
technique to commercial radio. The 
forum, conducted by the American 
Economie Foundation, dropped off 
the Blue because the Foundation 


felt that the program wasn’t reach- 
ing an adequate number of listeners 
as a sustainer; that it was shunted 
off an outlet whenever a local com- 
mercial program could be sold in 
the same spot. The only way that 
the Foundation felt it could over- 
come this was to secure commercial] 
sponsorship. This left the stanza 
open to criticism as being under the 
editorial influence of a particular 
person or group. Out of this arose 
the present setup which will answer 
these objections and provide the 
program with the desired audience. 

As things have been worked out, 
the program will originate as a live 
show over WMCA, N. Y., and will 
be recorded at that time. The record- 
ings will then be sent to those local 
stations that have agreed to use 
them. The local stations will then 
sell them to sponsors and the only 
cost for the station will be its share 
of the production costs. To date, 
141 stations have contracted to take 
the program on this basis. 

Amusing angle, too, is fact that 
program will be a sort of hybrid. 
It will emanate from an NBC studio 
since the NBC recording division 
will do the waxing. The producer 
and director, Len Finger, and the 
announcer, Don Gardner are Blue 
staffers, while the program will be 
piped out of NBC and heard over 
WMCA, Aan indie local. 

First session in the series will be 
broadcast Jan. 30 (5:30-6 p.m.) over 
WMCA and will feature Henry J. 
Taylor, author of “Men in Motion,” 
and Johannes Steel, WMCA news 
analyst. Subject is “The Diplomatic 
Front.” Fred G. Clark, of the Foun- 
dation, is moderator and general 
chairman, 


John Barnes Now Asst. 
To Preston on WBBM 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

John Barnes, former WBBM 
scripter has rejoined WBBM-CBS as 
special assistant to Walter Preston, 
director of program operations. 
Barnes will handle “Victory Mati- 
nee” bond selling program aired lo- 
cally, research and special writing 
assignments. 

Writer on the University of Chi- 


cago’s “Human Adventure” series 
since he left WBBM last summer, 
Barnes has written many of the 
public service shows produced on 


the CBS outlet. 


Where Can We 
Find This Girl? 


She’s probably running a 
woman’s show right now 
... and looking for broad- 
er fields for her undoubted 
talent. She’s got a voice 
with “come-and-buy-it” in 
it ...a voice that can sell 
a specialty shop, its serv- 
ices and its merchandise. 
She m be tall or short 
... Stout or slim .. . blonde 
or brunette — it doesn’t 
matter. What does matter 
is a voice with sell in it, 
and ability to write consist- 
ently good radio copy. If 
you’re that girl, and if 
you're interested in grab- 
bing a once -in-a -life- 
time opportunity with fu- 
ture prospects extending to 
television as well, maybe 
this is it! A 4A agency will 
counsel you, and you'll be 
given every help in doing a 
big job in a big market not 
far from New York. Rush 
details about yourself to- 
day, and get your tran- 
scription ready to send 
along when we ask for it. 
i employees know of this 


Box 14243, Variety, 154 W. 


James’ Ciggie Doused 
On Coast to Rebuke 


Client Remote Ban 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
There are no Chesterfield pen- 
nants hanging from the band racks 
of Harry James’ crew at the Palla- 
dium nor do the jivey blasts scorch 


the CBS frequency on the nights he 
takes the ciggie signoff. 

It’s all the result of a double- 
edged dispute between James and 
the dancery’s headman, Maurice 
Cohen. Unbeknownst to Cohen, the 
contract Chesterfield holds with 
James forbids remote broadcasts 
along a network on nights (Tues., 
Wed., Thurs.) he belongs to them. 
Cohen shouted James down but not 
the contract. He then served on 
James the ultimatum that there can 
be no advertising of any kind on the 
bandstand. It was James’ turn to 
shout, but to no avail. Cohen wouldn't 
be budged by such arguments that 
the Chesterfield banners have hung 


45 Shows a Week 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

The old betting expression, 
“one will get you five” was mod- 
ernly applied to a situation con- 
fronting Marvin Mueller, radio 
announcer and actor, here last 
week. 

Mueller, who has been appear- 
ing on 40 shows each week, 
departed as announced on the 
“Brewster Boy” show to take 
over as narrator on the new five- 
times-a-week “Coronet Story- 
teller” series, so dropping one 
show got him five other spots. 
Mueller’s schedule now calls for 
45 shows each week. 


in the best theatres in the country 
and here they’re being banned in a 
dance emporium. Cohen won the 
argument with the clincher, “I’m 
running this place for dancing, din- 
ing and refreshments and not to ad- 
vertise cigarettes.” 

To fill the time for one transcon- 
tinental and two regional remotes, 
CBS took Phil Harris from Slapsy 
Maxie’s on the cigaret nights. 


Frankie Gets Ann on His Bond 
Show, But It Wasn't An Easy Job 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

J. Walter Thompson agency and 
Warners studio had themselves a 
time last week over a voided com- 
mitment of Ann Sheridan's appear- 
ance with Frank Sinatra at tomor- 
row’s (Wed.) broadcast and War 
Bond rally at Shrine auditorium. 
After being on-and-off with the fre- 
quency of a Finnegan gag, the studio 
finally relented and okayed the 
oomph gal for a mike session with 
The Voice. But WB didn’t give in 
all the way. Just to salvage some- 
thing out of the controversy, the stu- 
dio kicked out la Sheridan’s guest 
shot with Bing Crosby in Kraft Mu- 
sic Hall last week. 

Thompsonites, peeved at the pull- 
out after 6,700 tickets had been 
printed with Sheridan’s name there- 


on, coupled with the star's willing- 
ness to go through with the verbal 
commitment and nature of the show 
(War Bond purchases as admish), 
threatened to make an issue of the 
studio’s action. Pressed for a reason, 
Warners spokesmen are reported to 
have declared that inasmuch as Shere 
idan has no current release to plug 
on the Sinatra show, the studio had 
nothing to gain and therefore can- 
celled both guest shots. Some 
guessed at something deeper, that the 
studio wanted Miss Sheridan to do a 
picture before she departed for over- 
seas to entertain the armed forces 
and the radio deals provided a bar- 
gaining leverage. However, after a 
long session with Joe Donahue, radio 
rep of the Myron Selznick agency, 
which handles the star's affairs, the 
word went out that she is on the 
show again. 
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this bright and breezy quarter-hour 
interlude dedicated to the spirit of 
Dixieland. 

For the two-beat rhythms, Johnny 
Warrington, studio maestro, has 
grouped together a zingy troupe of 
swing -spirited tooters who add 
plenty of life and lift to the proceed- 
ings. For the solo spotlight, and in 
keeping with the spirit of swing, two 
sepia rhythm aces are out in the 
lead. Bon Bon, one-time Jan Savitt 
warbler, gives voice to both ballad 
pops and scat selections. And equal- 

nrpficient for both singing styles. 
Lad, with a strong local following, 
also handles the emcee chores and 

lenty glib with the jive gab scripted 

y Joe Gottlieb, show producer. 
Highlight of the session is Betty 
King, who knuckles the keyboard 
with a distinctive rhythmic beat that 
blends expertly with her lyrical 
aura, to which she also imparts a 
natural rhythmic lilt. Gal comes to 
the airlanes from the after-dark belt, 
a heavy click at the musical boites 
around town. Shal. 


“VIVA AMERICA” 

Cast: Don Arres, Eva Garza, Rein- 
aldo Henriques, Celso Vega Quin- 
tet, Alfredo Antonini Orch 

Writer-director: Ben Feiner 

Producer: Edmund Chester 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 11:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, New York 


New series of good neighbor pro- 
grams featuring Latin-American ar- 


tists and tunes hit the full CBS net- 
work in the United States and was 
shortwaved to 20 Latin-American 


“KRNT convinced 
our bank that 
pay” 


reports L. Nevin Lee. 


“We are doubling the radio-al- 
location in our advertising budget 


for 1944,” reports L. Nevin Lee, 


who directs advertising for the | 
Bankers Trust Company of Des! present war. 


Moines. The report also states: 


“Your records will show that our 
bank has been on the air every | 
with at least one spot on 


day 
KRNT for the past four years 


“We realize that advertising ef- 
fectiveness isn’t entirely measur- | 
able with a slide rule—but we 
have seen traceable response from 
featuring certain of our depart- 


ments on KRNT. 


“That is one of the major reasons | nouncers. 


for increasing our KRNT ex- 


penditure this year—and adding | rq 


KSO.” 


a ‘The Cowles Stations fis 
D E M 1 N ES, 


Affillated with Des Moines Register & Tribune 
Represented by The Katz Agency 


——$—_— 


| to the average listener 
-| worth 


country’s earliest days. 


| histories of their 
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countries for rebroadcast by 97 out- 
lets affiliated with the chain in the 
“Network of the Americas.” First 
show (20), piloted by Don Arres and 
backed up with the Alfredo Antonini 
musical corps, provided pleasant lis- 
tening in familiar groove with typi- 


cal South American, Cuban and 
Mexican music the chief stock in 
trade, 

Eva Garza, femme chiper from 


across the Rio Grande, and Reinaldo 
Henriques, Cuban chirper, topped 
the vocal listing and chipped in with 
a duet extolling Mexico's cornfields 
in addition to soloing. ‘“Cornfields” 
seemed the best singing bit on the 
show. 

Don Arres doubled as vocalist with 
a Spanish version of “Yankee Doodle 
Polka.” The Afro-Cuban Ce'so Vega 
Quintet and Antonini’s orch rounded 
out with lively rhumbas, sambas, 
etc. Latin-American guesters re- 
cruited from N. Y. entertainment 
circles will be spotted on future 
“Viva America” broadcasts. 

Series should do all right, judging 
from debut, which was up to par on 
timing, production and from presen- 
tation viewpoint. Authentic ver- 
sions of Latin-American songs by 
native artists also should make the 
grade on the shortwave circuit. 

Donn, 


‘HI FELLOWS’ 

With Evelyn Woodley, June Lock- 
wood and Orch (5), Bill Morgan 

Writer, Director: Harold Carr 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 5:15 p.m. 

WOAT, San Antonio 

From the studios of WOAI each 
weekday comes this opus directed at 
the servicemen in the various camps 
in this area. All musical numbers 
are in answer to requesis sent in by 
the ‘GI's.’ Show is smarily paced 
by Evelyn Woodley, who is both 
mistress of ceremonies and featured 
songstress. 

Miss Woodley has a pleasing per- 
sonality and keeps the show moving 
with informal chatter directed at the 
servicemen, Has a nice voice range 
and sells her songs well. On airing 
caught, she was heard to good effect 


in ‘I Don’t Want to Walk Without 
You’ and ‘Heavenly Music.’ Good 
too, was her rendition of ‘My 


Wonderful One.’ 

June Lockwood and her orchestra, 
composed of piano, organ, violin, 
trumpet and bass, lend excellent sup- 
port to the vocals. Offerings of the 
combo are slightly on the classic 
side, but they can also dish up the 
jive. Best of these were ‘Jig in G’ 


| and ‘Donkey Serenade.’ 


Neatly interwoven in the script 
are several electrical transcriptions 
as well as several ‘live’ snot an- 
nouncements delivered by WOAT an- 
nouncer Bill Morgan in good style. 
These included one for the _ St. 
Anthony Anachacho Room. Carter’s 
Little Liver Pills and Dr. Caldwell’s 
Syrup of Pepsin. 

Program’s theme is new words to 
‘Hi Neighbor,’ well written and 
should garner a goodly portion of 
‘GI’ listeners to the station. 

Andy. 


YOUR HOME TOWN 
Chartes Unntley 
15 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

As name implies, program deals 
principally with the histories of old 


communities in New York State and 
vicinity, their most famous citizens, 
outstanding incidents and the like. 
However, f€ dips into the field of 
folklore and of American history 
generally, up to and including the 

Charles H. Huntley, 
{former textual critic in General 


Electric publicity bureau and one- 
time editorial writer for the Schenec- 
tady Gazette, is a local historian of 
note. He has dug up a wealth of 
interesting material, much of it new 
and all well 
presenting via radio in an 
area whose history dates back to the 
Incidentally, 
| he urges listeners to go to work on 
own home towns, 
explaining how to proceed. 
Huntley’s usual method of telling 
facts and fables, of wiifvlding his- 


| torical mysteries, is through a dialog 


in which he plays ‘Mr. Old Citizen,’ 


| questioned by two or more an- 
A. O. Coggeshall, veteran 
WGY program manager, and Bob 


| Hanes usually pop the interrogations. 
Murchie was skillfully brought in 
as a third man in a crack summary 
of New York State, historically, 

geographically ‘and economically. 
Effective use was made of a filter 
mike to read, on another broadcast, 
sections from the Declaration of In- 
dependence and of Lincoln’s Gettvs- 
burg address. 

Huntley writes fine scripts: when 
he editorializes, he does it skillfully. 
His voice and mike technique are 
sufficient for the role he plays. al- 
though delivery tends to chopniness 
and diction to occasional cloudiness. 
The note of nostalgia, especially in 
talking of his bovhood days and 
games, will probably strike the moasi 
responsive chord in older listeners 
However, program holds attertion 
for all thinking adults, and should 
be a must for students. Program -un- 


like any other heard on ‘*he aii 
hereabouts, is a feather in 'YGY's 
cap. Jaco. 


name ates 


Blue Web May Follow 
“National Barn Dance” 


With Own “Hoosier Hop” 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Talk of the Blue network having 
plans to air a barn dance 
program from coast-to-coast reached 
a more formative stage last week, 
with execs of the network showing 
keen interest in the “Hoosier Hop” 
Saturday night barn dance show put 
on by WOWO, Ft. Wayne. Record- 
ings of the show have been sent to 


the network’s home offices, with re- 
ports that it’s planned to use the 


weekl¥ 


show immediately following the 
“National Barn Dance,” sponsored 
by Alka-Seltzer, over NBC. 


At present the Ft. Wayne show is 
being broadcast from the Shrine 
theatre there every Saturday night 
with two public shows, the same as 
“National Barn Dance” is done in 
Chicago from the Eighth Street thea- 
tre. Two performances are given, 
one at 7 p.m. and one at nine, with 
45 minutes of the second show 
carried sustaining by WOWO. Per- 
formances are under management of 
Harry K. Smythe, former local show- 
man, and produced by Eldon Camp- 
bell, the station’s program director, 
and supervised by Steve Conley, sta- 
tion manager. 


Follow-Up Comment 
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These are the things that on the re- 
ceiving end drive you nuts, 


Eddie Cantor and John Garfield 
gave an effective nostalgic buildup 
to a new song, “I'm Mighty Pr oud of 
That Old Gang of Mine,” on the 
Cantor broadcast Wednesday (19) 
night, the script thus giving extra 
production values to the pop tune, 
Crossfire withal serio-comic, 
pithy and punchy. A neat reference 
to a “kid in our neighborhood named 
Irving,” who was later to go from 
“Alexander's Ragtime Band” to “This 
Is the Army,” let it go at that; no 
identifying Berlin further. 

Adolf A. Berle and Dean Acheson, 
assistant Secretaries, guested Satur- 
ray night (22) on “The State Depart- 
ment Speaks” series on WEAF-NBC. 
Other participants in this third of 
four broadcasts were Charles P. Taft, 
director of the department’s Office of 
Wartime Economic Affairs, and 
Harry Hawkins, director of the Of- 
fice of Economic Affairs. The theme 
of the stanza was a defense of the 
U. S. policy of selling oil and other 
war materials to fascist Spain. 

From a trade standpoint, the fact 
that such a staid and deeply in- 
trenched institution as the State 
Dept. should decide to make use of 
radio to reach the public is even 
more interesting than the question of 
U. S. sales to Franco. It offers one 
more example ‘and a striking one) 
of the ever-widening recognition of 
radio as a publicity medium. 


aspect to the series. That is that it 
is evidence of the essential sound- 
ness of the democratic form of gov- 
ernment. For, more than any other 
branch of the Government, the State 
Dept. has always been remote and 
aloof, and even seemingly contempt- 
uous of public criticism. But the 
presence of “The State Department 
Speaks” on the air is proof that Sec- 
retary Hull and his aides are aware 
of and, at least to some extent re- 
sponsive to, public opinion, What- 
ever views are expressed on the 
series, even a defense of sales to 
Franco, the program itself is an in- 
dication of democratic health. 


Charles Laughton made a moving 
appeal for the March of Dimes cam- 
paign on the Bob Burns show over 
NBC Thursday (20). The English ac- 
tor’s hushed voice technique was per- 
fect for an appeal for funds to fight 
childhood’s “greatest scourge.” 


Hal Peary guested Thursday night 
(20) on the Abbott and Costello show 
on WEAF-NBC for Camel cigarets, 
playing his familiar Gildersleeve 
characterization. It was an unfortun- 
ate show, from various standpoints. 
For one thing, Peary’s style of broad 
comedy playing and mugging is too 
similar to the Apbott and Costello 
brand of raucus hokum, instead of 
contrasting with it. The script on 
this occasion was in the normal A-C 
brand of wild buffoonery, with little 
attempt at credibility, but depending 
for effect on ‘noise and turmoil and 
sheer energy to bowl over the au- 
dience. It did have the studio au- 
dience on the floor, but wasn’t that 
funny via the air. 


Nelson Olmstead, who reads Stories 
five mornings a week on WEAF- 
NBC, from Chicago, now endeavors 
to dramatize them much more in the 
reading than he formerly did. The 
effect is disappointing. An example 
was his preserrtation Friday (21) of 
William March’s grim yarn, “The 
Little Wife,’ which would have been 
more compelling if understated. 


VIRGIL EVANS FILES 


FOR STATION IN GA. 


Atlanta, Jan. 25. 
Harold Schilling, president of Cobb 
County Chamber -of Commerce, Fri- 
day (21) announced that tentative 


— 


Wage, Hour Bureau 
Clarifies Talent Fee 
Question Re Spielers 


. Washington, Jan. 25, 
Wage and Hour Public Contracts 


plans for establishment of a radio, pjvision has clarified its position on 


station in Marietta, Ga., Cobb County 
seat, have been submitted to Federal 
Communications Commission, 

If permit is granted, station will be 
Luilt by Virgil Evans, well known in 
southern radio circles. Evans form- 
erly owned chain of stations in four 


southern states and still owns equip- | 
ment necessary for a station, accord- | 


ing to Schilling. Government grants 
no licenses where purchase of equip- 
ment is necessary. 


Television Review 
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good, except for usual distortion near 
borders, .and only real boner was 
once when Waring walked to mike 
with back to camera, blotting out 
nearly all the screen until he reached 
position. Success of the show was 
largely due to his masterful emcee 
job and wise decision to shun produc- 
tion numbers and concentrate on 
presenting good entertainment within 
limits of present day tele facilities. 

Regardless of tele’s future course 
or how rapidly it develops, leader of 
Pennsylvanians demonstrated in this 
brief studio exhibit that he has noth- 
ing to fear from the new medium, 
its camera or technique. The same 
bits of biz he uses so effectively on 
stage shows grooved in tele and his 
confident manner of approach trans- 
mitted itself to the rest of the cast 
to make for smooth sailing all the 
way. 

Commercials were spotted midway 
and at close. Intermediate plug pre- 
sented a lonely soldier on deck of 
transport being greeted and gifted 
with cigaret by strolling seaman and 
sequence finaled with closeup of 
soldier’s hand with smoke curling 
from cigaret. Final piug had Waring 
asking for Chesterfields at cigar 
counter after which femme clerk 
held aloft carton of the smokes with 
offstage voice giving with the sales 
chatter. Effective selling but not 
marked by any extremes of orig- 
inality which, perhaps, was not being 
sought. 

Decision on tele repeat for Waring 
and crew is still pending but judging 
from first shot, his show and ideas 
of presenting it deserve encores soon 
and often. Tele, right now, needs 
more hypos such as it received last 
week. Donn. 


Phillips Flies Mustang 
Albany, Jan. 285. 
Lt. Bill Phillips, former WABY- 
WOKO announcer, 
of the new Mustang planes overseas. 
He first piloted a P-40. 


talent fees for radio announcers in 
relation to “regular rate of pay,” but 


| warns in a letter to NAB that cases 


are best handled on their individual 
merits. Letter of clarification and 
explanation, by L. Metcalf Walling, 
administrator of the division, says: 

“It is the division’s view that gen- 
erally in such cases the announcer 
is the employee of the radio station 
and that the talent fee paid the an- 
nouncer is part of his regular com- 
pensation and the time spent by the 
announcer in performing such serv- 
ices constitutes hours worked for 
the radio station. 

“However, this position is not an 
absolute one. In order to determine 
its applicability in a particular case, 
an examination of the facts in the 
case becomes necessary. 

“The announcer is a regular em- 
ployee of the station employed pur- 
suant to the collective bargaining 
agreement; the agreement contem- 
plates the performance of these ex- 
tra tasks, and undoubtedly obligates 
the announcer to perform them 
when directed to do so by the radio 
station; the agreement places unon 
the radio station the responsibility 
or Obligation to pay the talent fee, 
even though the sponsor is charged 
an additional sum for this service, 
the agreement for the performance 
of this extra work is made between 
the radio station and the sponsor 
and not between the announcer 
and tke sponsor; when the an- 
nouncer performs these services he 
is engaged in rendering a service 
which is a functional part of the 
business of the radio station; the 
radio station obtains a distinct bene- 
fit from the services performed by 
the announcer; the work is per- 
formed under the direction and con- 
trol of the radio station.” 


is now flying one | 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 
OPENING JAN. 21 
RIVERSIDE THEATRE 
MILWAUKEE 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


Direction: Willlam Morris Agcy. 


oo» Bui imagine now nativnal buying power is piling up, Mortimer” 


Whether it’s the lowdown on air 
power, the coming national elec- 
tions, or settling the Soviet-Polish 
frontier, most Clevelanders seem to 
have a better than average under- 
standing of the important questions 
facing this old world of ours, And 
many of the discussions you hear 
everywhere in Cleveland, from draw- 
ing room to street car, have grown 
from forum programs planned and 
broadcast by WGAR, 

Putting weighty subjects into 
words which will interest a// listen. - 
ers is the basic idea behind these 
programs. For instance, the City 


.. His is WGAR 


your friendly station in Cleveland 


Club Forum, bringing nationally- 
known voices of authority, paired in 
down-to-earth debate. Or Your 
Opinion, Please, with experts talking 
of rationing, housing, invasion, 
soldier bonus or whatnot in language 
all can understand. 

Americans, whose heritage it is to 
think and speak freely, are more 
interested than ever in national and 
world affairs. It seems to us that 
one of the jobs of a radio station, 
then, is to serve up food for thought 
«+ to stimulate the thinking of people 
who want to think 
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Inside Stuf—Radio 


Following N. Y. indie trend to live evening shows and in line with his 
pitch for better inter-racia! understanding, Alan Courtney, WOV disc 


_jockey, checked in with a 60-minute all-star show Monday nigh. (24) 


pilled as “Tolerance Through Music.” Featured on 9 to 10 p.m. portion 
of Courtney's 24%-hour program were Erskine Hawkins and band, Canada 
Lee, Charlie Barnet and Ella Mae Morse, with Joe Bostick lending an 
assist. 

Local 802 released performers for cuffo appearances as contribution to 
tolerance pitch. Courtney previously has stressed theme on his recorded 
shows and earlier guesters included Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Lena 
Horne, Bill Robinson and other top Negro performers. Disc jockey is 
skeded for emcee spot at Urban League’s Beaux Art Victory Ball, Feb. 4, 
at Savoy Ballroom in Harlem. 


The anecdote supposedly emanating from a Coast Guard cutter at sea, 
which was heard on the four-network “Christmas Roundup” broadcast 
Dec. 24 preceding President Roosevelt’s talk to the U. S. armed forces, 
actually was part of a recorded series, “Yarns for Yanks,’ produced by 
the radio branch of the Army Special Services. Nothing was said on the 
air to indicate it was not a live broadcast, but that portion of the pro- 
gram was abruptly cut off the air, with an announcer commenting, “Well, 
thanks very much, That was a very interesting story, though not the one 
we expected.” 


The recording in question was a reading by Sam Levene of a Damon 
Runyon story, “Romance in the Roaring Forties,” produced in November 
and sent out in the regular series to shortwave outlets in the U. S. and 
longwave stations overseas. There has been no explanation of how it 
came to-be included on the “Roundup” show, nor how it came into posses- 
sion of those who put it on the air in this instance. 


Captured Axis Radio 
Apparatus to Be Put 
Qn Exhibition in N.Y. 


An exhibition of captured enemy 
radio and communications apparatus 


Hotel Commodore, N. Y., Jan. 28 and 
29, in connection with the winter 
technical meeting there of the Insti- 
tute of Radio Engineers. The equip- 
ment will be described and discussed 
by Maj. Gen. R. B. Colton, Army 
Signal Corps, at a joint meeting of 
the LR.E. and the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers at the 
Engineering Societies headquarters, 
33 West 39th street. 

Hotel Commodore sessions will in- 
clude speeches, lectures and sympo- 
siums in which leading radio experts 
from industrial und government cir- 
cles will participate as well as speak- 
ers from England China and the 
armed services. 


Troy—Mrs. Kay Moser, director of 
women’s programs at WTRY for the 
past four years and conductor of a 
matinee show, has resigned. In re- 


cent months she has also been 
handling publicity and promotion. 
| Mary Elizabeth Gaynor succeeds. 


ill be displayed in the lobby of the | 


Home Model Tape 


| A new sound recording and repro- 
ducing machine using cellophane or 
acetate tape instead of wax discs or 
cylinders was demonstrated Wednes- 
day (19) at the Waldorf-Astoria, 

N. Y., by its inventor, Jay Fonda, 

chief engineer of the Fonda Corp., 
New York. Chief advantage claimed, 
, in addition to low operating costs, is 
ability to operate for continuous long 
| periods without manual attendance 
or adjustments. 

New invention doesn’t menace re- 
cording industry at present time as 
/no method has yet been developed 
, to press tape recordings in volume 
| to enable retail sales for home use. 
| Planned for immediate post-war pro- 
| duction and marketing, however, is 
\a home model through which radio 
| programs may be preserved or par- 
,lor entertainment recorded for im- 
;mediate playbacks. Manufacturers 
are seeking to develop process for 
/mass production of tape records for 
; home use with Fonda_ indicating 


Recordings For 


Broadcast Playbacks Loom Post-War 


,; some progress along these lines had 
| been achieved. 

| One model demonstrated utilized 
'a continuous 320-foot loop of tape 
‘for recording or playing eight hours 
|at a stretch. Machine uses yieldable 
| felt base under moving tape, en- 
abling stylus to depress sound track 
| without spreading, stretching or tear- 
ing the cellophane. Latter is about 
twice thickness of ordinary product 
'and is chemically treated to with- 
| stand extreme atmospheric condi- 
| tions, 

| Tape about an inch wide carries 60 
| sound tracks with each complete cir- 
cuit containing eight minutes of mu- 
/Ssic or talk. Needle automatically 
carries over into next groove en- 
jabling continuous eight-hour opera- 
| tion (which may be interrupted at 
; will) on one loading of machin>. 
'Tape is geared for 40-feet-per-min- 
'ute but can be jacked up to 60- 
;feet for better quality. At lower 
| speed, recording cost of 50 cents an 
| hour is claimed with figure set at 75 
‘cents for faster operation rate. 


ti AU 


KDKA Hillbillies Turn 
Promoters for Radio 
Stars Pitt. Jamboree 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 

Slim Bryant and his brother, Lop- 
py Bryant, KDKA hillbilly stars for 
last several years, are turning pro- 
moters and will sponsor a Radio 
Stars Jamboree at big 3,.800-seat 
Syria Mosque for two performances 
on Thursday, Jan. 27. 

Bryants, whose Wildcats will be 
featured on the bill, have lined up 
Lulubelle and Scotty; Big Slim, the 
Lone Cowboy; Cowboy Slim and his 
radio gang, and Ed and Rainbow. 
Billy Hinds, KDKA spieler, will m.c. 
the show. 

Wildcats themselves are figured on 
to be a big draw since they've been 
knocking boxoffice records in dis- 
trict’s suburban theatres into a 
cocked hat lately during a series of 
personal appearances. They're also 
featured daily on KDKA. 


WWJ Sets Detroiters 


Straight on Tax Returns 


Detroit, Jan. 25. 
Radio here has come to the relief 
of the bewildered citizen. 


WWJ announced last week that it 
would present a series of talks de- 
signed to acquaint Michigan taxpay- 
ers with the details of the new in- 
come tax return, Programs will be 
aired at 6:15 p.m. every Monday un- 


JOEL - JOHN - DUNNINGER - LEON - HENRY 


member of the Detroit News staff, 
doing the lecturing. On the most 
troublesome points the Internal Rev- 
enue Dept. will be asked to give a 
hand—if anybody in the Internal 
Revenue Dept is completely clear on 
the new income tax forms. 


3-Station Engineering 


Post for R. Morris Pierce 


Cleveland, Jan. 25. 

R. Morris Pierce has been elected 

vice-president in charge of engineer- 
ing for WJR, WGAR, and KMPC, G. 
A. Richards, president of the three 
Stations, announced following the 
annual stockholder’s meeting. 
_ Pierce is on leave of absence. serv- 
ing as chief engineer of Psychologi- 
cal Warfare Branch of Allied Head-| 
quarters in Algeria. 

Recently, home on a leave. Pierce 
has arranged to take back with him 
a series of ‘Greetings from Home’ 
recordings, produced at WGAR to 
be aired over special Army network 


to camps in England and North Af- 
rica, 


M-G-M’s ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


takea 
Bow! 


We don’t need to tell you that 
when Reader’s Digest runs a piece 
about you, or prints an article of 
yours, or an excerpt from one of 


— it’s a laurel wreath of which you 
may well be proud. These honors 
are yours, for you are all in the Jan- 
uary, 1944, issue. 


We, of course, are proud for you. 
And proud of you, because you are 
on our Network. So, gentlemen, will 
you please each take a bow — for 
these specific laurels? Thank you. 


THE DUMP TRUCK 
NOBODY COULD BUY 


This feature in the January issue was ex- 
cerpted from a broadcast by Henry J. 
Taylor, BLUE commentator, early in 
September, 1943. Taylor gave chapter and 
verse of an unusual incident . . . a dump- 
truck that nobody could buy. The sequel 
is reported by Reader's Digest in these 
words: “Two months after this broadcast, 
which attracted national attention, the 
truck was sold.” Henry J. Taylor is at 
present overseas, but expects to be back 
on The BLUE sometime in January. 


your Ora quip, oryours 


HENRY J. TAYLOR 


BABY MIRACLE 


who is none other than Joel Kupperman, 
mathematical genius of “QUIZ KIDS.” 
The Reader’s Digest article, from The 
American Magazine, is by Jerome Beatty 
—who calls Joel the “most entertaining 
son-of-a-gun, little or big, on the radio.” 
Hear Joel and the Quiz Kids Sunday 
nights on The BLUE at 7:30 EWT. Spon- 


sor: Alka-Seltzer. 


DUNNINGER 


“‘Radio’s Master Mind Reader” is the sub- 
ject of an article condensed from the full- 
length story which ran in ‘Variety”— 
show-business authority. The story, writ- 
ten by Earl Sparling, explains why, after 
only a few weeks sustaining, Dunninger 
camesdays -ai~9:00 


p.m. EWT by the makers of Kem-Tone. 


ASCENSION ISLAND 


an article about the “Mighty Midget” of 
the middle wastes of the South Atlantic 
and its strategic importance in this war. 
John Gunther, BLUE commentator, re- 
veals in this article the inside story of one 
of the war’s best-guarded secrets. John 
Gunther is heard on The BLUE, Friday 
and Saturday evenings at 10 EWT. Spon- 
sor: General Mills. 


LEON HENDERSON 


once OPA Administrator and now one of 
the most incisive and trenchant com- 
mentators of the American scene, is rep- 
resented in the January Reader’s Digest 
hy a pointed anecdote about inflation. And 
what an anecdote! Listen to Leon Hender- 
son over The BLUE every Saturday at 
6:45 p.m. EWT. Sponsor: O’Sullivan 
Rubber Heels. 


NETWORK 
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Northeast, Great Lakes Stations Tops 
On Personnel Pay; Coast Runs Third 


| stations (eight of 50 k.w. and one of | 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

Ten networks and 815 broadcasts 
stations of the nation employed 
24.515 persons and paid them $1,366,- 
687, or an average of $55.75, for the 
week of Oct. 17-24, the annual FCC 
summary of functional data discloses, 
While the picture necessarily had to 


be for a specific week and a few sta- | 


tions failed to report, the study gives 
a concise picture of how many per- 
sons are employed regularly in 
broadcasting and what they are paid. 

For the tirst time, the FCC has 
linked together in the report the 
net\yvorks and their nine web-owned 
stations. As usual, this group stands 
far above the national average in 
earnings. Broken down by regions, 
stations in the northeast and Great 


= 


Lakes states are the the best paying, | 


with the Pacific Coast states thirc 
and the southern region and south 
central states at the tail end of the) 
parade. 

Due to the war and the shortage of | 
employees, pay envelope averages | 
appear a little higher that year than | 
in the past. 

The same comparisons by regions 
hold good for part time employces. 
During the week under study, the 
industry employed 4,862 persons on a 
part-time basis, They were paid 
$175,819, or an average of $36.16 per 
person. 

Details on full-time, regular em- 
ployees: . 

In the executive bracket, country- 
wide, there were 2.776 persons, who 
earned a total of $290,571 during the 
week, or an average of $104.67. The 
969 general managerial people aver- 
aged $146.39; technical execs got an 
average of $69.33; programming peo- 


ple averaged $74.93; commercial 

execs drew down an average of fig 

$110.70, while publicity chiefs earned 
E ures: The nets and their nine key 


an average of $79.61 and miscellan- 
eous executives got $82.12. 

For the webs and their nine key | 


FOR FEBRUARY 


esti- 


Ma nagement 
es here 
that 


ay ahead 


Sales 
mate of retall sal 
for February shows 

ttord is still w 
Major Mar- 
ket! Connect in Connecti- 
cut by using WDRC in 
Hartford. Get all three on 
WDRC — coverage, pro- 


rate! 


235, 
BASIC CBS, HARTFORD 


Bithem for 


15 k.w.)), general managerial people 
| averaged $420.57 a week. Technical 
toppers got $134.11; program men 
|; averaged $180.34 and the commercial 
| chiefs earned $175.49. 
dragged down $128.33 on the aver- 
with the miscellaneous group 
netting $118.60 a week. 

| Executive earnitfgs by regions on 
full time basis: Northeastern 
| Region: General managerial, $164.87; 
|technical, $78.97: program, $78.92; 
commercial, $137.31; publicity, $68.88; 
miscellaneous, $94.43. Great Lakes 
| Region: General managerial, $154.86; 
technical, $67.98; program, $70.90; 
/ commercial, $120.46; publicity, $71.89; 
others, $89.57. 

Midwest Region: General man- 
agerial, $120.13; technical, $66.41; 
| program, $66.28; commercial, $85.38; 
| publicity, $71.90; others, $59.96. 

Southeastern Region: General 
managerial, $113.14; technical, $59.04: 
program, $55.74: commercial, $82.32; 
publicity, $49.56; miscellaneous, 
$63.27. 

South Central Region: General 
managerial, $104.74; technical, $57.23; 
program, $55.03; commercial, $76.45; 
publicity, $50.63; others, $60.57. 

Mountain Region: General man- 
agerial, $99.40; technical, $61.84; pro- 
gram, $57.81; commercial, $70.77; 
publicity, $75.67; others, $85. 

Pacific Region: General manageri- 
al, $121.58; technical, $68.65; program, 
$68.23; commercial, $85.79; publicity, 
$57.60; miscellaneous, $60.05. 

Outside of the executive bracket, 
the same general formula holds true 
—go northeast or north, young man, 
if you want to hit the top earnings 
in radio stations; and, if you can’t 


stations pay a production man an 
average of $64.80 a week. Stations 
in the northeast states dish out $52.35} 


| weekly; and those in the Great Lakes | 


region, $57.60. The mid-west pays 
an average of only $45.76: and the | 
southeastern stations, $36.31. They | 
average $38.71 in the south central | 
states; $42.28 in the Rocky Mountaih | 
states, and $47.84 on the Coast. | 

Network staff writers average 
$62.11. Northeast stations buy them | 


A] for $41.86 and in the Great Lakes} 


states, the writers command $46.40. | 
They get $32.13 in the mid-west and} 
only $29.68 in the Southeastern! 
states. The figure climbs to $31.81 in 
the South Central region; and to 
$33.70 in the Mountain states. 


$71 Average for Announcers 


| The 164 announcers for the webs] out consent of Parliament. 
and their nine key stations rake in 
an average of $71.35 weekly, which! function over private stations, which | 


|is tops. 


3.79 in the 
Mid-west and for $38.13 in the South- 
east. It’s only $36.03 per announcer 


PROM 


WSAI’s Audience- Building 


actual VOLUME of advertising promotion used, than 
that of all other local Cincinnati stations combined. 


000 WATTS-DAY AND NIGHT 
ASIC BLUE NETWORK STATION 


National Representatives: SPOT SALES, INC. 
New York * Chicago « 


ENCE 


Promotion is GREATER, in 


San Francisco 


The top flacks | 


in the South Centra’ region; and 
$39.75 in the Rocky Mountain states. 
The average moves up to $48.66 on 
the Coast. 

Staff actors average $69.34 if they 
are lucky enough to work for a web 
or one of the nine key stations, Oth- 
erwise, in the Northeast it is $57.58 
a week, and jumps to $74.29 in the 
Great Lakes. It drops again to $48.42 
in the Mid-west; and down to $43.81 
in the Southeast. They make $44.48 
in the South Central states and 
$55.38 on the Coast. The Rocky 
Mountain states are a freak in this 
category. The 60 stations reporting 
listed only two artists and said they 
got an average of $215 a week. There 
is no explanation for this phenom- 
enon, 

The outside salesman continues to 
be the earning king of the non-exec 
brackets. The nets pay them an av- 
erage of $122.50 a week, and the 
Northeast stations through 
with a handsome $88.94. In the Great 
Lakes area, which takes in Chicago, 
the earnings are $85.75, and in the 
Mid-west $66.21. Even the low pay- 
ing Southeastern stations dish out an 
average of $66.56 a week for the boys 
who bring in the accounts; the South 
Ceniral region pays $59.29. In the 
Rocky Mountains, it is $61.82 and, on 
the Coast, $73.33. 

In the technical groups, the aver- 
age for the country is $76.04 for re- 
search and development men; $51.93 
for operating personnel; and $36.59 
for all others. These salaries follow 


} the general ups and downs of the 


regions. 


Can. Parliament 


To Mull Changes 


Of Radio System 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 


When Parliament  re-assembles 


; Jan, 27, action on Canadian Broad- 


casting Corp., subject of much un-| 
favorable discussion, is expected. 
Inquiry into the whole setup with} 
amendment of the CBC Act, or] 
change in radio legislation is prob-| 
able. 


The Board of Governors meets 


this week. At its last meeting in the 
fall, group recommended that in 
view of the system's growth, own-| 
ing 10 stations, operating 35 and! 
with 750 employees, the CBC Act} 


should be amended to authorize or-| 
ganizational changes. It proposed a 


who would direct policy and pub- 


= ; On the | lic relations, while a general man- | 
Coast, the figure is up to $36.40. 


ager would have charge of admin-| 
istration. This cannot be done with-| 


While the CBC has a regulative | 


|; it exercised recently on the Mont-| 
| inaependént AC | 
| sorship of a ‘dramatized political’ | 
| program, CBC stations are nonethe- 
less in competition. Some sections | 
of Parliament support the idea that | 
| both systems should really compete | 
under supervision of a regulative | 
body. This is similar in a sense to| 
the function of the Transport Com- 
mission in relation to the two major 
Canadian railways. 


TRANS-CANADA NET’S 
“STAGE 44” SERIES 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 

New series of dramas under the 
title of “Stage 44” began presentation 
Sunday (23) over the Trans-Canada | 
network of the. Canadian Broadcast- | 
ing Corp., with Fletcher Merkle’s | 
“29.40” first of three of his on the| 
series. Plays chosen are to be in the | 
best contemporary styles in 


tech- | 
nique of writing and production. En- 
tire series will be produced by An- 
drew Allan, CBC supervisor of 
drama. 

Playwrights who will be used in 
the series are Merkle, Len Peterson, 
Gerald Noxon, Dick Diespecker, Ber- 
nard Braden, Elsie Park Gowan, 
Clare Murray, John Drainie, Harry 
Boyle and Ray Darby. 


Diane Courtney’s 2-Wk. 
Respite for Fla. Vacash 


Diane Courtney, featured vocalist 
on the R.-& H. beer show Tuesday 
and Thursday nights on WJZ, New 
York, takes a two-week vacation 
from the stanza, starting Feb. 11, her 
first absence in three years. She'll 
go to Palm Beach. 

Paul Kapp, producer of the series, 
will select a substitute on his return 


from the Coast next week. 


Tele Reps Organize, Envision Vast 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Chicago will become one of the 
most important hubs in the develop- 
ment of large scale television ac- 
tivity after the war it was predicted 
here last week by leaders in the 
industry who met at the Palmer 
House to organize the Television 
Broadcasters Ass‘n, Inc. 

Television is expected to reach 
national scope after peace is de- 


Mobilize N. Y. Radio’s 
Resources for March 
Red Cross Campaign 


Campaign fodder for complete and 
concentrated radio coverage in con- 
nection with the March appeal for 
the 1944 Red Cross War Fund was 
outlined to New York station execs 
Friday (21) at a Hotel Commodore 
luncheon. Outlets were asked to 
during the pre-campaign 
period, Feb. 16-29, when 200,000 
volunteer workers will be sought, 
and also in the month-long collection 
drive. 

The Red Cross has prepared tran- 
scriptions varying in length from 
15 minutes to 50 seconds including 
shows available for sponsorship, 
spot announcements and five-minute 
talks which will be available to all 
stations. Live announcements also 
will be furnished as well as scripts 
for shows and speakers and guests 
for appearances on Red Cross dedi- 
cated programs. John Donaldson, 
Jr., is handling the radio campaign 
for the fund. 

Luncheon speakers included John 
P, Stevens, Jr. fund chairman; 
Eugene J, Bannavart, Biow v.p. and 
chairman of the Red Cross radio 
division; James M. Cecil, public in- 
formation committee head; James 
FE. Sauter, chairman of the theatrical 
liaison division, and Donaldson. Also 
represented were the OW!, Dumont 
Television, network tele outlets, War 


| Advertising Council, trade press and 


metropolitan area Red Cross chap- 


| ters, 


CLAMP ON ARG. ALIEN — 
RADIO PERFORMERS 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Beginning Feb. 1, all radio per- 
formers in Argentina must be regis- 


| Salaried full time board chairman | tered with the General Communica- 


tions Administration of that country. 
New rules provides also that at 
least 75% of radio artists must be 
Argentines and not more than three 
vocal and musical programs may be 
conducted by aliens. Alien radio ar- 
tists may hold only temporary em- 
ployment. contracts. Those: 
late any of the new regulations will 
be suspended from performing over 


| any station in the country. 


C. H. Garland Candidate 
On Congressional Ticket 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Charles H. Garland, WBBM sales 
manager, has been selected by the 
Republican organization as its candi- 
date for Congress in the 7th District, 
largest in the country. In the event 
that he’s elected he intends to resign 
from WBBM to devote full time to 
government duties. 

Garland has been with WBBM for 


|19 years, joining station in 1925 as 


announcer and program director. 
When the station became affiliated 
with CBS in 1928 he was transferred 
to sales staff, starting as a salesman 
and later becoming sales manager, 


Dept. Store Sponsors 


“Newspaper of Air” 


San Antonio, Jan. 25. 

Solo Serve Dept. store has debuted 
a “Newspaper of the Air” over 
KABC which is aired in four 15- 
minute periods throughout the day, 
Monday through Friday, Programs 
are an outgrowth of newspaper 
space rationing. 

One quarter hour ts devoted to a 
newscast, two are devoted to rental 
ads and job ads, while the final pe- 
riod is taken up by used merchan- 
dise and the department store bar- 
gain news bulletins, 


Albany—Rosemary Tholl, WABY- 
WOKO control room engineer, has 
won her first-class radio and tele- 
phone license. She came out of the 
control room to broadcast, for the 
first time, on Christmas. 


Network With Chicago As Hub 


clared and as soon as a series of 
regional networks can be set up in 
Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisca 
and other important cities. With 
these key cities as a nucleus the 
television web could be expected to 
expand in all directions and merge 
into a transcontinental network, it 
was said. Asked how programs 
would get from one point to another 
across country, O. B. Hanson, chief 
engineer of NBC, said that several 
systems have been offered. One is 
a radio relay network, composed of 
a series of untended stations that 
would direct a radio beam. ther 
similar relays would pick up the 
beam and shoot it along to the next 
point. 


DuMont Heads Committee 

Allen B. DuMont, of the DuMont 
Laboratories, Inc., was named chair- 
man of an organization committee 
which expects to complete legal 
steps in forming the new association 
this week, First meeting of the 
board of directors will be held 
shortly MWereafter. 

Other members of the committee 
are F, J. Bingley, Phileo Corp.: 
Robert L. Gibson, General Electric 
Co.; E. A. Hayes, Hughes Tool Co.; 
C, W. Mason, Earl C. Anthony, Inc.; 
C. W. Minor, CBS; Paul Raiborn, 
Television Productions, Inc., and 
Lewis Allen Weiss, of the Don Lee 
Network. 

Meeting was proposed and organ- 
ized by the Society of Television 
Engineers, Los Angeles, which was 
represented by Philip G. Caldwell 
and C. W. Mason. Group voted to 
accept two classes of members, ac- 
tive voting members including all 
organizations operating a commercial 
or experimental television broadcast- 
ing station, who have a construction 
permit or have an active application 
for same before the FCC, and affili- 
ate non-voting members including 
all other interests in television. 
According to DuMont, the group is 
designed to foster and promote the 
development and art of television 
broadcasting and will act in a similar 
capacity for television as the NAB 
does for radio. 
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thought its listeners might like 
. to learn Spanish, if it was pleasant and 
painless. | 


So, every Sunday afternoon, Merle Pitt 
and his WNEW orchestra broadcast a 


: half hour of good Spanish dance music. 
In between the rhumbas, Raoul Henry 


gives the lessons... amusing, unorthodox 
lessons that do teach Spanish. oes 


People seem to like the idea. We offered 
to send listeners weekly lesson sheets, if 
they would write in. Dicho y hecho.“ They're 
writing to the tune of several hundred 
per program. 


Someone at the office of the Coordinator 
of Inter- American Affairs wrote, too. 
They want 25 copies every week so that 


the: secretaries can learn Spanish! 


Want the lessons? Ask us for them. 


*Raoul says that means, “‘No sooner said than done.” 
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~ Caution on FM “Gold Rush” 


inability to obtain atiractive pro- 


Continued from page 35 


gram material or enough advertising | 


revenue in highly competitive mar- 


| offices throughout the country. 


keis to break even despite compara- 
tively small investments and low 
overhead. But this, it is agreed, is 
the story traced in all new devel- 
opments and isolated disastrous re- 
sults from FM pioneering here and | 
there will have little effect on the 
looked-for FM post-war boom, it is 
predicted. 

Current compilations place the 


cost of building and outfitting a satis- 
factory FM outiet at about $30,000 
and, construction experts hold, if 
builders allocate enough money 
the construction of a high transmis- 
sion tower, high-powered outlets will 
not be necessary. Use of low-power 
transmitters, naturally, will cut 
down replacement costs since tubes, 
transformers and other equipment 
will be longer lived than if they 
were being constantly subjected to 
heavy loads. 

Initial cost of tower 
will, in most cases, be the only ex- 
pense except for painting and minor 
repairs. Simultaneous use of trans- 
mitting towers with all FM stations 
covering one territory beaming from 
the same tower and sharing con- 
struction and maintenance expenses 
is another possibility advanced to 
further reduce FM initial invest- 
ments. 

Another point of caution raised has 
to do with neophytes attracted to FM 


Selling 
Cold Tablets. 


KWKH 


Shreveport 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


HOTEL PICKWICK KANSAS CITY, MO. 


construction | 


for | 


because of low 
ical operating costs who may 
sight of the fact that programming 


“Crusher” Casey to Keep 


initial and mechan- } 
lose | 


costs will base themselves on a slid- | 
ing scale gauged by competition and, | 


in multiple FM outlet territories, 
must hit hig 
even survive. 
Friend of Publishers 

This phase of the picture leads 
right to the front door of newspaper 
Daily, 
or even weekly, publications plenti- 
fully supplied with world, national 
and local pews possess an automatic 
and valuable backlog for FM Sta- 
tions. In addition many newspaper 
features lend themselves to .radio 
programming with local reporters, 
editors, artists, feature writers, col- 
umnists, ete. already established in 


' the community through their printed 


contributions, 


| would be 


presumably buildable 
as air personalities—exclusive ones, 
too—to further bolster station pro- 


| gram potentials. 


Newspaper advertisers, naturally, 
ripe for radio accounts 
either on a separate air rate or in 
combination with printed matter. 
Thus the natural setup already pres- 


| ent in the case of most papers ex- 


plains the lively interest in publish- 
ing circles now that FM shows signs 
of coming to life, stronger and 
healthier than ever before. 

Some FM’ers are advancing a dif- 
ferent modus operandi for news- 
papers in the broadcasting field, sug- 
gesting that papers decline to com- 
pete with themselves by selling air- 
time to advertising clients but go 
into FM on a straight promotion 
basis charging off all costs of con- 
struction and operation to advertis- 
ing themselves. By eliminating com- 
mercial shows with corny and re- 
peated plugs, some quarters hold, 
newspapers will create a vast re- 
serve of listerner goodwill which 
should react to its favor all through 
its circulation area. 

The picture 4s regards present-day 
AM networks in the FM future setup 
is one that even boldest prognos- 
ticators are $hying away from for 
the simple reason that no estimate 
on size of FM audiences, calibre of 
entertainment, preeminence of pure- 
ly local outlets or legislative require- 
ments for autonomous operating 
time by FM’s can be predicted at the 
present time. 


Out of the convention sessions to- 
day and tomorrow (26-27) may come 
the answers to some of the above 
controversial subjects as well as 
many others. 


Cincinnati.—Neal Smith, manager | 


of WCOL, Columbus, for the past 
five years, joins WLW as sales serv- 
ice manager Feb. 1, succeeding Wil- 
liam Robinson who was transferred 
to the Crosley sales staff in Chicago. 


entertitg radio, Smith was on 


newspapers in Cleveland, Columbus 
and here. 


Dan Riss, announcer, rejoined the 
WLW staff last week after being 
with WTAM, Cleveland,’since July, 


1942. 


In Detroit, America’s 
Greatest Industrial Market, 


WWJ 


Has Been First for 


Years 


.. .in Every Way 


America's Pioneer Broadcasting Station — First in Detroit 
Owned and Operated by The Detroit News « 


National Representatives 


THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGSERY COMPANY 


| bond-selling 
h figures to keep pace or | 


Cantor in Peak Shape 
For 24-Hr. Bond Vigil — 


San Francisco, Jan, 25. 

NBC is determined that Eddie 
Canitor shall suffer no ill effects from 
his 24-hour stint of broadcasting and 
which he has under- 
taken for the ptriod 6 a.m. Saturday 
(29) to 6 a.m. the following day. 

When he steps off the “Lark” on 
Friday (28) morning the comedian 
will be met by Steve (Crusher) 
Casey, world champion wrestler, who 
will immediately take him in tow, 
drill him, massage him, spar with 
him, and deliver him in the pink of 
condition to Radio City at the ap- 
pointed hour Saturday. 

During the long vigil, Dr. J. C. 
Geiger, head of San Francisco’s Pub- 
lic Health Dept., will stand by to 
swab Cantor’s throat or give him a 
hypo, while’ George Mardikian, pro- 
prietor of the Omar Khayyam res- 
taurant, will furnish the comedian 
with pots of steaming coffee and 
platters of Armenian food. 

With Cantor will also come Ida, 
vibraphone-voiced Nora Martin, and 
orch leader Cookie Fairchild. They’ll 
lend him moral support, at least, 
while he sings, jokes, clowns and 
does his utmost to sell every KPO 
listener one or more war bonds. 

No regular periods have been 
scheduled for his microphone ap- 
pearances, as they will be almost 
continuous. Special telephone lines 
will be installed in the studio where 
Eddie will “live” for the 24 hours. 


“Give B casters 


Their Day In 
Court’—Miller 


Radio station owners want a law 
passed by Congress to prevent con- 
tinued harrassment by any govern- 
ment agency “the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission in particular,” 
Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, de- 
clared before N. Y.’s Radio Execu- 
tives Club last Thursday (20). 

“Nobody knows today what rights 
the stations have, nor the FCC,” Mil- 
ler said. “There ought to be legis- 
lation defining the powers of that 
agency, and that is why the NAB is 
advocating the passage of the White- 
Wheeler Bill by Congress. ” 

Pointing out that sections of the 
bill would keep the FCC “in line,” 
Miller stated that the way things 
stand now, broadcasters do not have 
much to say about running their own 
business. “There myst be some laws 
where, when the FCC becomes too 
arrogant in its rulings, station own- 
ers will be ahle_ to. squawk. withant 
worrying about losing their licenses. 
We demand some way of testing the 


| 


| years old and outmoded. 


FCC’s powers, without having to 
worry about the FCC putting broad- 
casters out Of business,” he said. 
According to Miller, radio has been 
governed by laws that are now 17 
The FCC's 
stations is a 
and naturally opera- 


system of licensing 
“vi¢ious one,” 


| tors try to please the FCC, since that 


| operators 


agency has the power to pass on 
license applications and renewals. 
The agency is endeavoring to tell 
who to hire, and has 


| reached the point where it is order- 


| certain cities, 


| day in court. 
| where the FCC can 


ing station owners who apply for 
power increases, especially those who 
own more than one station, to get rid 
of other stations they operate in 
and they will get the 
power increase, Miller told the more 
than 50 radio execs present. 

“Radio should not be under gov- 
ernment control,” he declared. 
“Broadcasters are entitled to their 
If the point is reached 
grant licenses 
without hearing from opposing ap- 
plicants, then we will have the FCC 
controlling radio in this country.” 

Beth Black, v.p. of the Radio Execs 
Club, presided at the session. On the 
dias were Lew Avery, head of NAB's 
retail promotion and ad_ bureau; 
Deidrich Dirks, of NAB’s public re- 
lations committee; Edgar Bill, of the 
same committee; Willard D. Egoff, 
assistant to Miller, and Brad Rey- 
nolds, CBS singer who sang the Na- 
tional Anthem. 


Charlotte—William Parker, direc- 
tor of sales promotion, press info 
and merchandising at WBT, CBS- 
owned Charlotte outlet, was named 
the city’s “Young Civic Leader for 
1943” Friday night (21) at a Junior 


Chamber of Commerce dinner. 


S.-British Amity Via Radi 


Continued from page 35 


of our comedy shows. In many cases 
they also resent the loud audience 
reactions of some of our biggest com- 
edy shows. Even our studios are 
built with a much greater eye to 
audience reaction than theirs are. 


The British Broadcasting Corp. is 


divided into several departments, all | 


with their own writers, producers 
and staff. There’s the Variety Dept., 
the Features Dept., the Music Dept., 
and the News Dept. Each with their 
own director. They are not so prone 
to combine two or more departments 
on the same program, as we are 
when we do, say, the Treasury Hour, 
or the Kate Smith program, which 
combines, comedy, drama and music. 
The British Broadcasting Corp. has 
its own type of Crossley Report, 
which is called a Listening Research 
Report. Just as in America, the top 
half-hour programs are the variety 


shows. However, the top listening 
figures are garnered by the news 
readers who come on at definite 


hours on the hour each day. It is 
not uncommon at all for the 9 o’clock 
news to reach a figure of 35 or 40. 
These news reports are pure, un- 
biased reports, without any comment 
by the news readers. The reason for 
this is that inasmuch as the British 
Broadcasting Corp. is a government 
monopoly, they feel they must not in 
any way interpret the news. 


‘Good Show, Son’ 


Americans are much more senti- 
mental, or at least much more apt to 
show sentimentality than the British. 
One must be very careful in writing 
for the British people that one 
doesn't get too sugary, or sound too 
patriotic. It is even hard to give 
them a ‘pat on the back’ or say how 
well they are doing in the war, as 
they seem to abhor anything of that 
sort. There’s an old story about a 
brigadier who hadn’t seen his son for 
three years. When the latter came 


Roch. Store Sets Own 
Radio Symph; to Award 
Eastman Scholarships 


Rochester, Jan. 25, 

McCurdy & Co., department store, 
does an aboutface to try strong ra- 
dio campaigns over WHAM and 
WHEC. Store js creating a 30-piece 
Little Symphony orch at WHAM for 
series starting Feb. 1. Most of the 
players will be from the Rochester 
Philharmonic and music will be of 
the classical type in line with 
WHAM’s shift from popular and 
dance tunes to serious music in be- 
lief that’s what the public wants 
now. 

First airing will announce gift of 
three scholarships by the store to 
the .Fastman School Music with 
Dr. Howard Hanson, director, on 
hand to accept the fund. Jacques 
Gordon, noted violinist and former 
concertmaster of the Chicago Symph, 
will be program's first soloist. 

McCurdy’s auditioned a WHEC 
program, but this was not yet set. 


AFRA-WOR Pay Hike 
Terms Get WLB Okay 


Washington, Jan. 25. 

The 10% wage increases worked 
out between AFRA and WOR, N. Y., 
Program Service, covering 13 staff 
announcers and two staff producers, 
has been okayed by the War Labor 
Board. Increases range from $5.50 to 
$19 a week and average $9.65. 

Provided also are retroactive in- 
creases to last April. For the pro- 
ducers, the retroactive figure is 10%. 
Announcers have an option of 10% 
or $59, whichever is greater. Pre- 
sumably the $59 would be larger only 
for recent staff additions. 


at 


Listening Habits Of 


Servicemen Surveyed 


San Antonio, Jan. 25. 

Survey has recently been com- 
pleted by merchandising staff of sta- 
tion KTSA of favorable hours for 
broadcasts to military personnel in 
this area. Found that many pro- 
grams have been aimed at military 
when they were unable to listen in 
due to sundry reasons. 

With soldiers only able to be near 
a radio during certain hours, com- 
mercial broadcasts directed at them 
during other hours garner but few 
listeners, 


home 36 months later after winning 
the VC and the DFC—two of Eng. 
land’s highest decorations—all the 
brigadier did was to pat his son on 
the back and say, ‘good show.’ 


On one of the radio shows we did 
with Bob Hope in England we got 
away with complimenting the British 
people by putting our praise under 
a heavy disguise. We said: ‘It’s great 
to know that our boys over there are 
associating with the people who for 
three years have been taking every- 
thing that paper hanger could dish 
out and still bounce back on their 
feet using their chins as a cane. A 
people whose spirit can best be epi- 
tomized by a sign hanging outside a 
demolished clothing store in Bristol 
which said ‘Bombed out, rained out, 
but not sold out, business as usual 
next door.’ 

Britons Go For Classics 

Music is a very important factor 
in both British and American radio. 
I believe the British public go for 
classical music a little more than the 
American public. I heard American 
jazz tunes however, coming over the 
ether waves from Axis stations all 
over Europe. I also heard that before 
the war the Japanese were great 
lovers of jive and jazz music. Music 
is a type of broadcasting that needs 
no interpretation. Music is music in 
any language and if in between the 
musical numbers you can have pro- 
grams in a language that could be 
understood all over the world, it 
would go a long way toward promot- 
ing understanding between the peo- 
ples throughout the world. There 
has been some talk of adopting basic 
English, a language that can be 
learned in 60 hours, as a basic lang- 
uagé to be understood by the whole 
world. The underlying idea, whether 
it be basic English or a different 
system, is a good one. Today Ameri- 
can networks and the BBC are short- 
waving programs to the entire world 
in hundreds of different languages. It 
would be a wonderful step forward 
in the post war world if they could 
broadcast in one. 

You know, it looks like post war 
radio is going to be mighty exciting! 


There’s a boom back 
home, too, in the town 
where this gun was 
made. 


COVER 
THESE NEW MARKETS 


WITH RA DIO 


SACRIFICE 


Modern 130-acre dairy farm, 
Hudson River Valley, 100 miles 
from New York, 2 modern dwell- 
ings, brook, swimming pool, 
barns, modern machinery, fine 
stock, chickens, horses, wood lot, 
fruit and nut trees. Owner, 
physician awaiting induction, has 
over $65,000 invested. 


Terms arranged. Write Suite 
2601, 51 Madison Avenue, N. Y- 
10, N. Y. or phone AShliand 
4-0962. 
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Band Bookings Back In Stride 
After Post-Holiday Toboggan Slide 


Band market finally began picking + 


up again last week after two or three 
weeks when it began to look as if 
the industry had climbed aboard a 
toboggan. It was cited early in De- 
cember that, although the immediate 
post-holiday stretch normally finds 
bookings at lowest ebb, this year’s 
outlook was darker than in recent 
seasons. Last year and the year be- 
fore bookings held almost a normal 
pace, 

For several weeks there were from 
12 to 15 Class B bands in search of 
bookings for late this month and 


_early February. And to weather the 


lull most were aiming for the 
few locations open at around that 
time. However, the majority of these 
outfits have had open time filled in 
and are back in stride. There was 
no difficulty, of course, with the top 
bands, who work as often as they 
have time open or a desire for dates. 

Perhaps the sharpest increase in 
work opportunities involves college 
dates. Of course, at this time of the 
year, with semi-annual proms on tap, 
that’s normal. 

One-night promotions, which have 
gotten along as best they could with- 
out an occasional top band, are 
hungry for the latter. Andy Perry, 
operator at Allentown, Pa., 


of its Ford 
later dropped everything for a the- 
atre route, claims he would have 
been completely sold out two days in 
advance if he had retained Dorsey. 


Decca Likes ‘Em 


All to Be Happy 


Decca Records’ idea of releasing as 
many new discs as possible but con- 
fining production on each to the ini- 
tial number of pressings, fs said to 
be a desire by the company to get 
out material by all of its artists as 
often as possible and keep them all 
happy. 

Since Pearl Harbor all of the ma- 
jor companies have concentrated on 
their better known names as a means 
to conserve. 

For January Decca had scheduled 
approximately 24 new 
lease, more than any other company 
had marketed in such a short period 
in almost two years. It did not fol- 
low up with that many releases, but 
in all the company so far has mar- 
keted nine pop platters and three 
album discs, plus scheduling three 
for release next week. That's still 
considerably better than the trade 
expected Decca would be able to do. 


FORREST-HAYMES TO DO 


who had! will see James C. Petrillo, 
a tentative date on Tommy.Dorsey | prexy, and his aides later this week. 
before that band was cancelled out! Until that meeting occurs nothing is 
radio commercial and | being done by either side. 


| group of the managers could be as- 


|about their deals with certain man- 


Isc ny 


| ness for 


DUO DISCS FOR DECCA 


Helen Forrest and Dick Haymes 
will make Decca records together 
sometime later this week. Songstress, 


\ 


who has agreed to a Decea contract, | 


will be making her first 


since leaving Harry James’ or- 
chestra. 
Miss Forrest is currently at the 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., for two weeks 
and follows immediately with the 
RKO Boston. An attempt was made 
to get her out of the latter 
week, when Roxy sought to hold her 
Over, but RKO refused to release 
her at this late date. 


Pastor Opens May 1 


Tony Pastor’s orchestra has been 
signed for the New Yorker hotel, 
N. Y., Terrace Room, opening May 
1 for a minimum of eight weeks. 
Pastor also was booked for three 
weeks at Frank Dailey’s Terrace 
Room, Newark, N. J., due to open 
Feb. 18, though this date may yet be | 
replaced by Will Osborne. 

Feb. 18 spot at Dailey’s was origi- , 
nally left open by the cancellation | 
of Tommy Dorsey, who will be on a 
theatre tour. He will play 


Dailey at a later date. 


recordings | 


| 


| Tony 


last | 


| burgh 


Powell Marks Time 


Teddy Powell temporarily dis- 
banded his orchestra last week to lay 
off until the middle of next month. 

It reconvenes Feb. 15 in N. Y. to 
begin rehearsals for a March 1 open- 
ing at Meadowbrook Club, St. Louis, 
and follows with four weeks at the 
Sherman hotel, Chicago. 


O'Connor To 


Meet with AFM 
On Mors. Pact 


Johnny O'Connor, personal man- 
ager of Fred Waring, has taken over 
negotiations between the union and 
personal managers concerning the 
former’s efforts to formulate a stand- 
ard American Federation of Musi- 
cians contract for use between ma- 
estros and their managers. O'Connor 
AFM 


Though most of the better-known 
managers attended the meeting last 
week, at which an outline of the 
contract sought by the union was to 
have been formulated and submitted 
for the union’s guidance, no definite 
ideas were committed. It was stated 
last week that the managers were 
evenly divided on the idea of an 
AFM contract of such a nature; by 
the time the meeting was completed 
feeling had shifted until all except 
one or two were against the idea. 

Though most managers think the 
AFM only recently began to work on 
the contract blank it seeks to insti- 
tute, this is not true. Preliminary 
moves were being made some months 
ago, but it wasn’t until the past 
month or so that a representative 


sembled in N. Y. at the same time. 
Early efforts by the union in that 
direction are said to have involved 
questioning of various bandleaders 


agers. chiefly concerning the mone- 
tary aspect of each association, 


Local Pittsburgh Bands 
Constantly Changing Faces 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 
War and draft has produced flock 
| of changes lately in local bands, even 
bringing back one Pittsburgh musi- 
cian who has been out of the busi- | 


the last seven years. He's | 
Osborn Fleming, drummer, who was 
talked into resuming his membership 
in Local 60 by Al Marsico, maestro | 
at Nixon Cafe, when his regular 
skin-beater, Hal Davis, went into the 
marines. 

Dick Mack, of the old Blue 


Barron 


| outfit, is joining Babe Rhodes’ WCAE | 


staff crew, replacing Bill Douglas, | 
paged last week by the Navy, and 
Gurney is the new drummer 
with Tommy Carlyn at Bill Greene’s 
succeeding Herb O’Brien, also paged 
by Navy. With Ramon Ramos’ in- 
duction as a gob, Al DiLernia, Pitts- | 
accordionist, has gone with 
Russ Smith in New York, and Jack 
Potter is now singing with Marty | 


| Irwin at Penn McKee hotel, McKees- 


' port, taking over when Bobby Doyle 


At Hotel New Yorker 


went to the Navy. Another change 
in Carlyn’s crew has Dick Mann, 


| replacing Ray Usell, but Uncle Sam | 


for | cording 


| 


| 
singer-saxman with Clyde Knight, | 
| 


had nothing to do with this shift. 


Ray Durkey, for over 25 years re- | 
cording engineer with RCA-Victor, 
| moves over to Eli Oberstein’s Classic 
Record Co. Feb. 1 in a similar ca- 
‘pacity. He will have charge of 
equipment at Transcriptions, Inc., re- 
studio Oberstein recently 
bought from General Sound. i 


| ofa 


' dens and its 


FILES 


Des Moines, Jan. 25. 

First legal action to test the 
AFM’s Form B contract, which by 
its terms signifies the employer of 
a band as liable for the payment 
of social security taxes, has been 
filed in federal district court here 
by the operators of the Crystal 
Ballroom, Dubuque, and it also in- 
volves the Griff Williams orchestra. 
Action is based on a one-nighter 
Williams played at the dancery 
Sept. 1, 1941; Form B had been put 
into effect by the AFM the previous 
June. Williams figured in a previ- 
Ous social security case. 

Crystal’s suit was filed by Roy, 
Edward and Carl Bartels and Justin 
Conlan against E. H. Birmingham, 
collector of Internal Revenue, to re- 
cover $29.68 which they paid under 
protest. Petition stated the ball- 
room hired Williams and eight other 
orchestras through Music Corp. of 
America and that AFM contract was 
signed. It’s contended that Wil- 
liams, as the leader, was the em- 
ployer of the orchestra, with the 
power to hire and fire his musicians 
and the right to control their per- 
formance. Petition further contends 
that the buyer (Crystal) had con- 
tracted with the leader at $350 for 
the night, plus a 60% percentage 
privilege. 

Previous case in which Williams 
was involved occurred in Illinois 
and was played prior to the installa- 
tion by the AFM of Form B though 
the suit was finally settled long af- 
ter it was in effect. Decision by the 
local court was returned in favor of 
the buyer, but later was reversed by 
a federal court, which named Wil- 
liams liable for the social security 
sums. 

U. S. Government has always con- 
tended that the bandleader is re- 
sponsible for social security pay- 
ments and has frequently made its 
attitude known. On the other hand 


most state governments, such as 
N. Y., string along with the AFM’s 


Form B contracts on dates that are 
played under its terms. 


Donohue Takes Over 
Artie Shaw’s Naval 


¢~ Off on 2d Trip 
Arties Shaw is sepa- 


which he 1 made a long South Pacific 
tour last summer. He is still on the 
Coast while his outfit has been shifted 


FACES COURT TEST 


‘McMurphey, WPB Amusement Chief, 


Issues Warning to Band Business 
To Curb Excessive Traveling 


+ 


Boyer Vice Baird 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 
Eugene Baird, localite girl who has 
been singing with Glen Gray’s band 
for the last year, is taking a few 
weeks off to undergo an operation. 
She’s been temporarily replaced 
by Anita Boyer 


Record Location 
Coin, 9G, in Fla. 
For J. Dorsey 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra has 
been booked for three weeks at the 
Frolics Club, Miami, at the unprece- 
dented salary for a location spot of 
$9,000 a week. He opens there 
April 4, breaking a jump between 
the Sherman hotel, Chicago, where 
he closes March 23 after four weeks, 
with a week at the Palace theatre, 
Cincinnati, and couple one- 
nighters at $2,500 guarantees. 

Few location jobs in the country 
pay what might be termed big 
money, either hotel or ballroom. 
There are perhaps only two out- 
standing, the Palladium Ballroom, 


Hollywood, which has shelled out as | 


high as $6,000 weekly for a top 
name, and the Sherman hotel, Chi- 
cago, out of which a strong b.o. out- 
fit can take as much as the Pal- 
ladium figure. Stevens hotel, Chi- 
cago, is another, though not in the 
class of the above two. It recently 
paid Duke Ellington $4,500, plus a 
percentage, to open its new band 
policy. He's still there. 

Couple months ago the Frolics of- 
fered Tommy Dorsey $10,000 a week 
for two weeks to come south. He 
turned it down with a counter-de- 
mand for $12.500 plus a percentage 
and transportation, which was de- 


nied. 

It’s said that the Frolics, which 
hasn't a particularly large capacity, 
Inge. money..on 


the Jimmy Dorsey booking, but that | 
it was made 


prestige regardless of cost. 


from Lido Beach, N. Y., to Washing- 
ton. Latter wilk remain in the | 
capital indefinitely and then ship} 
overseas again. It is being conducted | 
now by Sam Donohue, tenor sax and 
ex-bandleader who was with the} 
band during its trip last summer | 


through the South Pacific. 

Shaw’s status remains pretty much 
mystery. His orders following 
the band’s return to the U.S. from 
the Pacific kept him in California. 
He is ill as a result of the trip. 


MAESTRO ASKS 506 FOR 
LIBRARY LOSS IN FIRE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
George Wald, orchestra leader, | 
filed suit for $50,100 to cover the loss 
library, destroyed last 
at the Casino Gar- 
Cai. 


of his music 
Oct. 8 in a fire 
dens, Ocean Park, 
Action, directed against the Gar- 
owner, Birnie Cohen, 
management” of 
Wald asks $46,800 


charges “careless 
the dance hall. 


for the library and $3,300 as pay for. ers on a Friday night, the turnout fol- | 
the balance of his orchestra’s four- | 


| week contract, 


halted by the fire. 


Lyman, Rose Blane Wed 


Abe Lyman and Blane, 
vocalist with his orchestra, were 
married Monday (24) afternoon in 
N. ¥. Couple were wed at the Essex 
House in ae private ceremony. 
Lyman’s band finished a date there 
recently. 

Miss Blane has been singing with 
Lyman for approximately eight 
years. She will go overseas for the 


USO with the outfit. 


| Federation 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Bookers and buyers of bands are 
warned to arrange longer engage- 
ments and not to switch stands s0 
often by George W. McMurphey, 


chief of the amusement and recrea- 
tion section of the WPB Office of Ci- 
vilian Requirements. 

McMurphey, whose job is to help 
the amusement industry when it gets 
in trouble witht Government restric- 
tions, reports he has received several 
complaints recently from OPA and 
ODT that dance bands are being 
switched in and out of theatres, 
niteries, etc., with “unnecessary” fre- 
quency. Agency spokesmen told Mc- 
Murphey that the requests for gaso- 
line and railroad priorities for the 
bands were running much too high. 

This, MecMurphey pointed out, will 
not only hurt bands when they need 
help, but will also be harmful to the 
chances of other branches of show 
biz trying to get something straight- 
ened out with Uncle Sam. 


WLB Dise Verdict 
Still Up in the Air 


There is no indication yet when 
the War Labor Board will deliver 
its decision on the recording situa- 
tion. It is said by sources claiming 
to be close to the WLB that the lat- 
ter has not yet finished wading 
through the mass of testimony taken 
during the recent hearings involv- 
ing RCA-Victor and Columbia, both 
of which are still dormant due to 
their refusal to accept a recording 
license on the same basis as Decca, 
which is paying the American 
of Musicians a royalty 
on every recording it manufactures. 

It had been expected that the de- 
cision would be forthcoming around 


Jan. 6. When it did not materialize 
then it was said by attorneys in- 
volved that it was “expected 


; momentarily.” 


to increase the spot’s | 


Tommy Tucker opened at the spot | 


last night (Tuesday) for four weeks 
and is followed by Mitch Ayres for 
three, Ina Ray Hutton for three, 
Dorsey, then Johnny Long for three 


Hillbilly Band Tops 
Swing Kings on Coast 


Oakland, Cal., Jan. 25. 


They said it couldn’t happen, but 
it did. A hillbilly band outgrossed 
Harry James, the Dorseys, Benny 
Goodman, et al. at Civic Audito- 
rium by a margin that would have 
been shameful if the fire derart- 
ment hadn't stepped in and ordered 
sale of tickets stopped. Outfit that 
turned the trick is Bob Wills and 
His Texas Playboys. Not only did 
they top the toppers, but the admish 


was raised to $1.50 over the $1.10 


levied for the swing kings. 


CRACIE RARRIF DERUTS 


SOLO AT $1,500 WKLY. 


Gracie Barrie, who gave up her 
orchestra last week (20), has been 
set for her initial solo job since part- 
ing from the band, at $1,500 weekly. 
She opens Friday (28) at the Stevens 
hotel, Chicago, for four weeks, with 
Bernie Cummins’ orchestra, which 
foliows the current Duke Ellington, 

Miss Barrie gave up the band, 
which she had continued to lead 
after her husband, Dick Stabile, 
joined the Coast Guard more than a 
year ago. Her outfit is being taken 


over intact by Jimmy Palmer, vocal- 
ist, formerly with that band, and 
Louis Zito, drummer, who was Miss 
Barrie’s road manager: It’s under- 
tood the band is being financed by 
A. Edward Masters, financier- 


of a nutivber of 
tions, 


| DeVito Quits Oliver 


After the cow country lads packed | 
the aud to the seams with 9,000 hoof- | 


lowing night was held to 5,000 by the 
fire Jaddies and complaints by the 
dancers that they needed more room 
to toss those tootsies around. In Hol- 
lywood, Wills buys an hour daytime 
strip on KMTR just to let the folks 
know he’s around. He foots the bill 
all the way without any participat- 
ing sponsors. 


N. Y¥. Committee for Defense 
Recreation, which operates Monday 
night servicemen dances at Arcadia 
Ballroom, N. ¥., running a first anni- 
versary party there next week (31) 


For Harry James’ Band 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Buddy De Vito, vocalist with the 
Eddie Oliver Orchestra, has been 
signed by Harry James to replace 
Buddy Moreno, who goes into the 
Army. 

De Vito was tabbed by James on a 
recent Coca-Cola broadcast by the 
Oliver band. 


McRae Replaces Garland 
Joe Garland, road manager and 
musician with Louis Armstrong, is 
leaving that band this week. His 
place will be taken by Teddy McRae. 
Garland has been with Armstrong 


_ for years. 
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_ Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Reason for the indecision on whether Clarence Hutchenrider, Sordien' 
© | BILLY BISHOP ORCH (10) 
organization, hence legally able to sue for an accounting of the band’s | 


gax-clarinetist with the Casa Loma orchestra, is still a stockholder in the 


profits, is due to a move by the band’s management during its recent stay 
at the Strand theatre, N. Y., to dissolve the corporation. 

Hutchenrider filed suit in Supreme court, N. Y., last week, for an ac- 
counting and his share of the band’s profits, but the suit is being held up 
while aggpecial referee determines if he is a stockholder following a claim 
by the band’s management that he is no longer a partner. 

It's asserted that during the Strand date the organization was dissolved 
and Hutchenrider offered $7,000, which he was told was his equal share 
of the band’s funds. Musician says he never agreed to the settlement and 
asked for an accounting, and that if everything was satisfactory he would 
sign a release. The $7.000 was never accepted by him. All other mem- 
bers of the original orchestra who have severed connections with the band 
recently are said to have received similar $7,000 disbursements. In most 
cases, it is claimed, these amounts are being paid off at $100 weekly. 
Decision on whether Hutchenrider is or is not a stockholder won't be 


reached before Feb. 17. 


Sidney Catlett, Negro drummer working with Hazel Scott at Uptown 
Cafe Society, N. Y., was due to go into the Paramount theatre, N. Y., with 
her as rhythm accompanist, and was even billed in daily ads, but he did 


not join her at the theatre because 


of a salary conflict. He demanded 


$500 weekly from Par; the theatre offered $250. Catlett is drummer with 
Teddy Wilson’s orchestra at Cafe Society. 


Seven artists of the complete list of 22 named to Esquire’s All-America 
team, which played at the Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., last Tuesday 


(18), are managed by Joe Glaser. 


Five of tae seven are instrumentalists, 


Louis Armstrong, Lionel Hampton, Red Norvo, Al Casey, Barney Bigard, 
and the other two are singers, Mildred Bailey and Billie Holliday. 


Spitalay Wham 356, Hub; J. Dorsey 
Smash 226, N’wark, Busse 326, Frisco 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Mitch Ayres, Detroit (Michigan; 
.4,000; 55-75)—With “Hostages” (Par) 

- and Andrews Sisters on stage. Sock 
$45,000, largely due to Andrews Sis- 
ters. 

Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-$1.10)—With Ella Mae 
Morse, in person, and “Destination 
Tokyo” (WB). Now in fourth week 
and still drawing heavily at $52,000 
or thereabouts. 

Count Basie, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-75)—With .““Jack London” 
(UA). First time for Basie at WB 
deluxer and he’s proving exception- 
ally strong. Looks fine $22,000. 

Henry Busse, San Francisco (Gold- 
en Gate; 2,850; 55-75) —With “Around 
World” (RKO). Excellent $32,000, 
largely on band’s appeal. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Newark (Adams; 
1,950; 35-99 )—Plus “Whispering Foot- 
steps” (Rep). Smash $22,000 means 
close to all the house can do, with 
band representing principal b.o. 
draw. 

Glen Gray, Buffalo (Buffalo; 3,- 
35-65)—With “Jack London” 


(UA). Sturdy $22,000 or near, with 
Gray combo the real appeal. 

Richard Himber, New York (Cap- 
itol; 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn 
Grayson, Lou Holtz and “Rags” Rag- 
land in person and “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G). Terrific staying power of this 
show should mean $68,000 or more 
this week (5th,) with result that it 
holds, being first layout to go this 
long here since the present combo 
policy was established. 

Paul Lavalle, New York (Roxy; 5.- 
886; 55-$1.10)—With Lower Basin 
Street airshow, Milton Cross, Jack 
Durant, Hal LeRoy and Maurice 
Rocco, in person, and “The Lodger” 
(20th). Hitting sock stride at $104,- 
000 on“first week ending last night 
(Tuesday) and goes another. 

Johnny Long, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With Hazel 
Scott, others, on stage, and “Miracle 
of Morgan’s Creek” (Par). Happy 
combination of stagebill and picture 
spelling smash biz here, first seven 
days ended last night (Tuesday) be- 
ing $100,000. Run of five weeks set. 

Vaughn Monroe, Baltimore (Hip- 
podrome; 2,240; 17-66)—With “Fal- 


Top Tunes for Your Books 


con Co-eds” (RKO). Band gets credit 
for resounding $17,500. 


Band Review 


With Alice Mann 
Charles Room, Belvedere, Balto. 
Recently discharged from the serv- 


| ice, Billy Bishop is back on the mu- 


sical scene with a smooth combo of 
three sax, three brass and three 
rhythm, pitching in as well with 
telling interludes on his own at the 
piano and solovox. Smartly front- 
ing his outfit with personable intros 
and occasional duos with his femme 
vocalist, Alice Mann, Bishop would 
be a natural in a smart spot of met- 
ropolitan proportions where he could 
easily build a following. 

Arrangements are smooth and 
showmanly. One of his medlies, a 
series of old war songs, builds to a 
telling climax of wide appeal. 

Alice Mann in handling the vocals, 
sells with a sure and intimate style 
that emphasizes her cute and per- 
sonable style. Burm. 


On the Upbeat 


Jan Garber’s orchestra cuts four 
more sides for Hit Records 
week. 


Jimmy Dorsey recorded “Holiday 
for Strings,” “I'm In Love With 
Someone,” and “Two Again” for 
Decca before leaving N. Y. on a the- 
atre route. 


Bobby Byrne, ex-bandleader, in 
N. Y. on furlough last week after 
graduating from Air Corps training 
as a pilot. 


Frankie Masters’ band does four 
Coca-Cola shots in two weeks be- 
ginning week of Feb. 26, from Army 
camps in Texas area. 


Al Howard, drummer, has left the 
Marty Irwin band at Penn.McKee 
hotel, McKeesport, Pa., to join Joe 
Sanders’ band. 


Bob Chester’s orchestra checked in 
at Universal to play in ‘Fellow On 
a Furlough,’ musical short. 


Tommy Morgan, vocalist with 
Glen Gray until a few weeks ago, 
joined the Glenn Miller singers, re- 
placing Bill Green. 


Harry James will tour the Coast 
in a series of one-nighters after 
closing Feb. 8 at the Palladium, 
Hollywood. 


Woody Herman’s orchestra checked 
in at General Service for the An- 
drew Stone psoduction, ‘Sensations 
of 1944.’ 


Hal McIntyre orchestra slated for 
picture at Columbia. 


Band Bookings 


next | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price, Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 32 1,175 44,275 
Lani MclIntire*., Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 102 2,150 184,050 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker- (400; $1-$1.50)......... 6 3,250 13.800 
Charlie Spivak...Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)...... i 2,375 16,525 
Xavier Cugat ... Waldorf (550; $2) 3,175 13,575 
Jan (275; 3 1,100 3,150 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2,350 37,600 
Enric MadrigueraCommodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 10 950 12,225 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoritch, 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel); 400; $2.50 min.). Bond. 
shu-Hartmans combination drawing all room can hold with 3,600. 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Calloway packed ’em in with terrific total around 8,650. 

Duke Ellington (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $3.50-$4 min.), 
Conventioneers helped Ellington chalk up fine 5,500. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Joy and floor show headed by Talia accounted for very good 5,400. 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel); 1,100; 50c and 75c 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver continues a good draw with about 
6,200 tabs. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hildegarde 
and Wilde keeping room filled. Excellent 9,000. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). All spots running heavy 
and Martin getting his share. Will better 4,000 covers. 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Getting all the better down 
town play and nicked at 3,800 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Harry James (Pallactum B, Hollywood, fourth week). 
the groove and breezing to 30,000 admishes. 
Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, second week). 
them what he means. Well past 8,500 customers. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 12th week). 
heads floor show and that’s helping Harris to 5,200 payolas. 


Very much in 
The boss showing 


Georgie Price 


(Chicago) 
Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Same old story. Joe E, 
Lewis and Breese turning ’em away almost every night. Capacity 5,800. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Courtney breaking all 
attendance records. Big 6,000. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 


My Heart Tells Me (9) (BVC).......... |) Jan Garber ..... erry bl 

2. Shoo-Sh ~ { Andrews Sisters ..... Decca 
) Ella Mae Morse. .... .Capitol 


Will Osborne, Providence (Metro- F { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
An All-Time Favorit politan; 3,200; 36-59)—With “Gilder-| ‘Tony Pastor, Feb. 18, three weeks, 3. Besame Mucho (3) (Melodylane)...... ) Abe Lyman ............ Hit 
n -£ime Favorite fooanety ao nag al (RKO), and, on Terrace Room, ‘Newark, N. J. 4. Beautiful Morning (25) Crawford { Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 
VW i| Vi MTT Louis Prima, Philadelphia (Earle;| Washington, D. C.: Feb. 4, Arena. 5. For First Time (9) (Shapiro).............Dick Haymes ....... «Decca 
. we | 2,760; 35-85)—Plus “Top Man” (U).| London, Ont., Can.; 9, Aud., Kitche-| 6. How Sweet You Are (4) (Remick)..... ) Kay Armen .......... Decca 
KOR L(y } Not getting much marquee assistance | ner; 10-26, Club Kingsway, Toronto. {Jo Stafford ......... Capitol 
| from surrounding acts. Fairish $18,- Shep Fields, Feb. 3 week Boston ; , re : { Bing Crosby D 
ler theatre, Boston; 10, week, Adams 7. Pistol Packin’ Mama (25) (Morris)...... Okeh 
an Savitt, eveland (Palace; 3,- | theatre, Newark; 18, week, Earle Jz ‘ber Hit 
Music by eee | 700; 35-85 )—With “Son of Dracula” theatre, Philadelphia; 28-31, Stanley 8. No Love, No Nothin (2) Capitol 
JIMMY McHUGH | (U), and Phil Regan, on stage. Forte | theatre, Utica; March 3, week, 
" $24,000 coming mainly from stage! Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. 9. People Will Say (19) (Crawford)....... tM Sin tr , annual bia 
Published by Robbins setup. Jan Savitt, Jan. 29, Washington 
Phil Spitalny, Boston (RKO Bos-| Armory, Schenectady; 31, Ritz thea-| !0. Victory Polka (11) (Chappell)....... .Andrews-Crosby ..... Decca 
| ton) (3,200; 44-99)—Plus Beatrice | tre, Bridgeport; Feb. 4, Roseland 
_ : | Howells, others, on stage, and “Spider | Ballroom, Springfield, Mass.; 5, U. of OTHER FAVORITES 
Wanted—Musicians, Ladies || Woman” (U). “Hour of Charm” show | New Hampshire; 6, New Arena, (These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 
Sh : | always a click here and responsible | Holyoke, Mass.; 7-9, Plymouth the- , 
Violin - saxophone - piano, for I! for terrific $35,000 or near. atre, Worcester, Mass.; 17, week,| Mairzy Doats (Miller) ............ccpseeeeees fk Hit 
MADDAFORD ENSEMBLE. Griff Williams, Chicago (Chicago; | Hipp theatre, Balto. Paper Dall Decca 
Now 10th year Homestead, Hot J) 4,000; 50-85)—Plus “Johnny Come | Bobby Sherwood, Feb. 5, gee My Thaek CPOCAMONRE) .cccccivccdccvescesess Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
Springs, Va. America’s Finest || Lately” (UA), and Gertrude Niesen, | State, State College, Pa; 11, U. 0 Take It Easy (Santly) e : 
stage. Great $53,000, with fine | Rochester, Rochester; 12, Franklin; +4 asy (Santly Guy Lombardo ....... Decca 
| film help. | and Marshall, Lancaster, Pa. Holiday for Strings CBVC) «2... os Victor 
ann 
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1619 Broadway, New York City 


Xavier Cugat’s closing at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., deferred 
until Feb. 14. He opens at the Par- 
amount theatre, N. Y., Feb. 16. He's 
being replaced at the Waldorf by 
Leo Reisman. 
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“Johnny Zero” Court Suit Settled 
During Trial; $3,000 to Plaintiffs 


Supreme court, N. Y., action over¥ 


the origin of the title and idea of the 
recent hit, “Johnny Zero,” was set- 
tled during third day of trial of the 
dispute last week (20). Attorneys for 
both sides got together during 
luncheon recess (they required an 
extra 15 minutes after Justice Morris 
Eder resumed, latter granting delay) 
and arrived at decision whereby 
Alfred S. Eisman and Howard E. 
Steiner, plaintiffs, were awarded $3,- 
000 by defendants out of the song’s 
earnings. Santly-Joy, which pub- 
lished the tune, is said to have added 
to this the $750 court costs. 


Dispute over the tune dates back 
to last summer. Eisman and Howard 
claim they originated the idea and 
title of the melody and brought a 
tune of that nature to Dave Dreyer, 
professional manager of Berlin Mu- 
sic Co. Later, they heard of a song 
called “Johnny Zero,” written by 
Mack David and Vee Lawnhurst, and 
immediately contacted Dreyer. 

Settlement of the dispute was ar- 
ranged just before Dreyer was to be 
put on the stand to testify. 


Rossiter-Vogel Dispute 
On “Days” Set for Trial 


Dispute between Will Rossiter and 
Jerry Vogel, music publishers, over 
ownership to the renewal rights to 
“Some of These Days,” composed by 
Shelton Brooks, will be decided at a 
trial in N. Y. federal court next 
March 1, according to an order 
signed last week by Judge John C. 
Knox. 

Rossiter, original publisher of 
“Days,’ won the first round in 1942, 
when the federal court awarded him 
summary judgment. Vogel won a 
reversal in 1943, when the U. S. cir- 
cuit court of appeals ordered the suit 
back for trial, after Brooks, who al- 
though named as a defendant was 
not served, and charged that Rossiter 
had obtained the renewal rights by 
fraud. Brooks assigned renewal 
rights to Vogel in 1937 


Plan Pro Music Men’s 
Absorption By Pluggers 
Union After Complaints 


Professional Music Men may 
shortly be absorbed into the Contact 
Men’s Assn., if plans by officials of 
the two outfits materialize. There has 
been much recent discussion rele- 
vant to the financial setup of PMM, 
and to avoid future disagreements 
the two may be combined. 

Disagreement over PMM concerns 
certain members who object to the 
fact that Bob Miller, who runs both 
the benevolent organization and the 
CMA, songpluggers’ union, is paid 
the bulk of his annual income from 
PMM funds, but devotes the majority 
of his working time to union prob- 
lems. It’s pointed out by these men 
that Miller’s duties in regard to PMM 
take up only approximately two 
months of the year, remainder being | 
devoted to the CMA. There are ap- | 
proximately 475 members in the 
union and 260 some odd PMM card 
holders. 

Though there are indications that 
the two organizations would be 
merged, nothing will be done until a 
committee, appointed to investigate 
the situation, reports back to PMM 
officials soon. 


Army Nurse Corps 


Song Officially Adopted | 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
“Song of the Army Nurse Corps,” 
broadcast Saturday night (22) for 
the first time, has been adopted as 
the official song of the Nurse Corps, 
War Department has announced. 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 21) 


Shoo Shoo Baby......... Leeds 
Beautiful Morning....Crawford 
Mairzy Doats............Miller 
Heart Tells 
No Love...... BVC 
Victory Polka.........Chappell 
Paramount 
Couldn’t Sleep Wink. 

T. B. Harms 
Vor First Shapiro 
Besame Mucho......Melodylane 
Shining Hour...... Morris 
Little Did I Know...... Lincoln 
Speak Low..... Chappell 


Teach Music Biz 
To Retailers As 


Wartime Need 


Acting in unison, to meet a long- 
felt void in music publishing, indus- 
try leaders, in association with New 
York University, are hatching a 
comprehensive course on “Music 
Backgrounds for Music Retailers,” 
designed to indoctrinate clerks in 
music stores with an appropriate 
background for retail selling. Course 
will cover 15 weeks, starting Feb. 9, 
and is expected to be repeated dur- 
ing the next university semester. 

Lectures will be given by w.k.s in 
the publishing field and will cover 
such topics as European music pub- 
lishers, American music publishers, 
copyright, radio, motion pix and rec- 
ords, popular music, modern bands, 
orchestras and ensembles, modern 
music and composers, making money 
in music, developing a market, music 
for the classroom, materials for the 


Annamary M. Dickey, of the Metro- 
politan Opera, introduced the num- 
ber on the Army Service Forces 
weekly show over the Blue web. 


professional-private teacher and the 
|concert artist, school music, church 
, music, choral music, design in music, 


Tune was written by Lou Singer| and school music from the book pub- 


and Pvt. Hy Zaret. 
laborted on the official song of the 
chaplains, “Soldiers of God.” 


Zaret also col- | 


lishers’ viewpoint. 
Understood that course originated 


(Continued on page 48) 


ASCAP Point Plan 


Delayed By Beefs 
Of Standard Authors to Allocation 


Loesser, Transferred 
To N.Y., Gives Reasons 


* ASCAP'’s point 


plan of writer 
classification, which was due to go 
into effect Jan. 1, is not yet in 
operation and there is no definite 
indication as to when it -.wild be. 
Plan is being held up, it is asserted, 
by the objections of standard 


For Writing War Songs | authors to the distribution of their 


Frank Loesser, transferred from 
the Army Air Corps to the War Dept. 
(Music Division) under Capt. Harry 
J. Salter in New York, states he is 


credits. They are supposed to have 
demanded a 5 to 1 ratio over popu- 
lar musie writers. 


According to John Paine, head of 


“one songwriter who does not write 
war songs on the side, providing he | 
has a few “Margies” or similar hits 
riding.” By that, the author of 
“Praise the Lord and Pass the Am-} 
munition,” “In My Arms,” etc., 
that writing war songs is more im- 
portant than writing song hits. Mar- | 
ried seven years, and 33, the song- | 
smith left a lucrative berth at Para-| 
mount Pictures in Hollywood to join | 
the Air Corps, and transferred only | 
recently from Santa Ana to New! 
York, where he is now assigned on' 
soldier songs, morale, ete, 

Loesser, while under contract to 
Famous Music, also has an interest | 
in Saunders Music, a Coast publish- 


the Society, the plan has been vir- 
tually smoothed out. Yet he cannot 
say when it will become operative. 
Paine left for the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday) to attend ASCAP’s two 
pop concerts later this month which 
will be recorded for the armed 
forces. During his stay there he 
will preside over a_ semi-annual 
ASCAP meeting beginning Feb. 2. 
This confab is likely to produce 
much discussion over the point plan. 
Portion of the Coast wing of 
ASCAP writer members has been 
particularly active in opposition to 
the newer method ‘of distributing 
ASCAP income, and it's said that 
this group, plus the opposition in the 


ing outfit which publishes his songs | east, is even attempting to get up a 


after Famous (Par subsid) has the! 
first reject. 


Hit Tunes Do Double 
Duty in Pix at 20th 


Hollywood, Jan, 25. 

Doubleheaders, sown on the fields 
of baseball and transplanted on the 
screen, are muscling into music on 
the 20th-Fox lot, where three tunes 
have been jerked out of the music 
library for double duty. 

“You'll Never Know,” originally 
cleffed for “Hello, Frisco, Hello,” is 


the theme song for “The Sullivans.” 
“How Many Times,” warbled in 


“Four Jills In a Jeep,” recurs in “T | 


Married a Soldier.” 
Nuthin’,” first heard in “The Gane’s | 


petition to block the application of 
the plan, permanently if possible. 

Paine will stop off at New Orleans 
on the way back from the Coast to 
attend, beginning Feb. 13, a meeting 
of ASCAP field supervisors in that 
area, 


OFFER “DOATS” WRITERS 
FOR VAUDE, RADIO 


Jerry Livingston, Milton Drake 
and Al Hoffman, writers of “Mairzy 
Doats,” 1944’s contrib to the list of 
freak song smashes, are being of- 
'fered for radio guest shots and 
| stageshow appearances by Bob Kerr, 
| with several likely nibbles already 
|reported. Team shapes up in rous 
songwriter groove—all three 
| play the piano and do a little sing- 


“No Love, No| ing. 


Trio is reported asking $3,500 for 


All Here,” will be heard again in| stage appearances and $2,500 for air 
“Bermuda Mystery.” | guesting. 


Distinguished American poet writes the English text 


for Alexandrov’s New Russian National Anthem. 


As the hope of 
dream. 


We crushed the 


Republic forever, the land of the free, 
Joined in love and labor for all men to see; 
Long live mighty Russia, the union supreme, 


the people, their work and thei 


CHORUS 


Leng may she live, our motherland; 

Long may her flag be over us! 

Flag of the Soviets. our trust and our pride, 
Ride through the storm victorious, 

Lead us to visions glorious— 

Flag of a people in friendship allied. 


Through terror and darkness the sun shines today, 
Fer Lenin and Stalin have lighted the way. 


invader, we hurled back the foe, 


And our armies in triumph will sing as they go: 


CHORUS 


Long may she live, our motherland; 


—ete. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Pop bandleaders are not being pressured to perform the new hit, ‘Mairzy 
Doats,’ which doesn't frequently occur in a publisher's attempts to bring 
a song before the public. Miller Music, publisher of the tune, admits that 
it is encountering trouble in getting pop outfits to arrange and play it on 
remotes, but that it doesn’t particularly care since the song is increasing 
its sales steadily with comparatively few performances, most of those on 
commercial programs. 

Incidentally Milton Drake, writer of the tune with Al Hoffman and 
Jerry Livingston, denies the assertion that Jack Robbins rejected the song 
at first and that later it was accepted by Abe Olman, general manager of 
Robbins Music. Drake claims Robbins accepted the song the first time he 
heard it performed by Al Trace at the Dixie hotel, N. Y. 


The third of a 15-song score from an abortive attempt to produce an 
“Air Force Show” hrs been placed by Den Reid and Henry Tobias. Both 
had the Army air show virtually set until Moss Hart’s “Winged Victory” 
was decided upon, 

The songsmiths have gotten their tunes spotted with various publishers, 
the third having been taken by Feist, titled “Easter Sunday With You.” 
The others, “The Old Square Dance Is Back Again,” is being published by 
Tobias & Lewis (Charlie Tobias’ firm; a brother of Henry), and World 
Music is publishing “The Wolf Song,” full title of which is “If You Wanna 
Be a Wolf You Gotta Whistle.” 


“Paper Doll,” still occupying high positions on sheet music bestseller 
lists and in coin machine popularity (Mills Brothers recording; Decca), is 
claimed to be the best money-maker the Edward B. Marks music firm 
has had in 18 years of business. Tune has so far sol@ approximately 
900,000 copies and over 1,300,000 recordings. 


New Book, Parties, Americana Exhib 
To Mark Ed Marks’ Golden Jubilee 


Edward B. Marks, who started his; the Swedish Nightingale to the 
music publishing career 50 years ago| Naked Lady.” .Marks’ new work 


with a song—“The Little Lost Child” deals with the great personalities of 


-—that sold more than a million) 
copies, celebrates his Golden Jubilee | 


in the field Feb. 7. There are only | 
a handful of publishing houses in 
existence as long; none except the 
Edward B. Marks Music Corp. is 
still operated by the man who 
founded it. The 50th anniversary will 
be observed by an exhibit of Ameri- 
cana spanning Marks’ five decades 
as a music pub.isher, the exhibit to! 
be held at the Marks offices in the) 
RCA building, Feb. 7-8, featuring an} 
open house celebration from noon to} 
8 p.m. both days. In addition, a mu- 
sicale will be presented at Steinway | 
Hall on Feb. 10. 

An honorary committee, headed by | 
Franklin P. Adams, has been formed | 
to honor Mr. Marks on this Golden | 
Jubilee. 

Marks was the first to publish the 


works of Irving Berlin, Jerome 
Kern, Rodgers and Hart, Arthur 
Schwartz and Sigmund Romberg. 


Former Mayor James J. Walker was | 
another of Marks composers. g 

Marks, born Nov. 28, 1865, in Troy, | 
N. Y., started as a notions salesman | 
who wrote lyrics as an avocation. | 
His success as a songwriter launched | 
his career in a business more to his | 
liking—music. In 1894 with a fel-| 
low salesman, Joseph W. Stern, 


|} music 


the stage and opera in the middle 
years of the 19th century, particular 
attention being paid to the glamor- 
ous stars of those days such as Jenny 
Lind, Adelina Patti, Lola Montez, 
Adah Isaacs Menken, Clara Louise 
Kellogg and others as well as the 
daring ladies of “The Black Crook.” 

Just 10 years ago, at the exact 
time of his 40th anniversary in 
music publishing, Mr. Marks’ earlier 
work—“They All Sang” (From Tony 
Pastor to Rudy Vallee)—was pub- 
lished by Viking Press. 

“Glamour,” 
dreds of rare and original photo- 
graphs, and containing more than 
130 pages of miscellaneous reference 
lists, will sell for $4. 


Mrs. Jack Robbins Out Of 
Hosp; Pub Now in Miami 


Mrs. Jack (Rose) Robbins is out 
of Doctors hospital, N. Y., after her 
protracted siege, but meantime her 
publisher-husband had _ to 
leave for Miami Beach also on doc- 
tor’s orders. 

Robbins, besides operating his 
three music firms, has _ already 
launched a Robbins Artists Bureau, 
as a persOnal management company, 
coinciding music with talent. and is 


whose ambition it was to become aj looking forward to post-war when 


composer, Marks formed the pub-!| Lion Record Corp. can start func- 
firmand brought out bis first tioning is. horzowed, from, 


million-copy hit, “The Little Lost! 
Child.” Since then Marks has pub-! 
lished 20,000 titles. | 

Marks has written another book 
which is about to be published by 
Julian Messner, titled “They All Had 
Glamour,” with the subtitle, “From |} 


‘Leo the Lion,’ Metro trademark, 
that film company of course being 
partnered with Robbins’ music in- 
terests. Metro-Robbins combo plans 
Lion disk label as a potent phono- 
graph force, in turn tied in with the 
Artists Bureau. 


illustrated with hun- | 


“ 
Oklahoma” Record Album! NBC. CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 
lcome in S.A 
Insures Welcome in 
Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. | the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Jan. 17-23 from 5 
Editor, “Variety”: _ | p.m. to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents the 
The way to be a social success in| first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
South America is to carry Decca’s| gre ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains 
“Oklahoma” album — with YOU! the ‘also rans,’ but notated in arithmetical order. The compilations em- 
wherever you go. For $4.95, the cost) brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by 
of one kilo overweight. I brought one) wear, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by 
with me to B. A. When I stopped| Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the music pub- 
off in Rio on my way down, I told! lishing industry. 
the Americans I was with at the Urea TITLE ; PUBLISHER 
that I had it with me. Immediately | 7 jvely Way to Spend an Eve.—t‘Higher and Higher’.......Crawford 
the floor show we were watching| Became Mucho .........cccccccecccceece . ....Melodylane 
was forgotten. was rushed to my By the River of Roses 
hotel to get the records. All the| Cant you Do a Friend a Favor—*‘Conn. Yankee’........... Harnis 
rest of the night we played Dick| mor First Time ...........ccccccccccececceccccececccecuees Shapiro 
Rodgers’ tunes one after the other,) Hive Stayed Away Too ‘Long? Famous 
the — to the tune of “Oh What! How Sweet You Are—7j‘Thank Lucky Stars’ .............. Remick 
a Beautiful Morning. I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—j‘Higher and Higher’............ T. B. Harms 
The rest of my stay there was then! 7 You—**Mexican Chappell 
assured. I was invited to lunch, for} Py Living From Kiss to KisS...........0..eccseeeceecucees Marks 
cocktails and for dinner. Always! my Baby Blue Tonight Broadway 
with the proviso, “and please don't) Tittle Did I Know ......... Lincoln 
offered $40 U. S. for them before yey Heart Telis Me—t'Rosie O'Grady’ BVC 
The tunes were remotely familiar! wy Shining Hour—+‘Sky’s the Morris 
to most of these who heard the rec-| No Love No Nothin’—+‘Gang’s All Here’ ........... 02.00 Triangle 
ords, but shortwave Is not the most Oh, What a Beautiful Morning—*‘Oklahoma’ ............. Crawford 
accurate manner of learning lyrics. Acquaintance—t+‘Old Witmark 
_ About show biz I can tell you prac- People Will Say We’re In Love—*‘Oklahoma’...... ...... Crawford 
tically nothing except that all the| shoo Shoo Baby—#'Three Cheers For Boys’........... Leeds 
and most of them triple. Top price | Speak Low—*‘One Touch of Venus’ ............0e.0s008: Chappell 
ranging downward to centavos for s 
the news reels. At four pesos to the MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 
dollar your picture prices are pretty| Don’t Sweetheart Me ..........ccccceeecececccceceeeeenees Advance 
house must show at least one Argen-/ I'll Be Around Morris 
tine short. One theatre. the Atlantic,| Mississippi Dreamiboat—t‘Swing Fever’ Feist 
is today playing “Star Spangled| The Same Little Words Paull 
Rhythm,” “Seven Days Leave” and} Candlelight and Wine—t+‘Around the World’...........--. Miller 
“Mexican Spitfire Sees a Ghost.” The/| I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter................--+- Shapiro 
program runs just under five hours.| Someone to Love .... Block 
Everyone’s primary concern at the| Star Eyes—t‘'l Dood It’ .............ccccccccccccsesseree: Feist 
moment is over the press decree an-| Suddenly It’s Spring—+‘Lady In the Dark’................ Famous 
nounced last week. You have seen| Surrey With Fringe on Top—*‘Oklahoma’...........----+: Crawford 
the editorial comment about jit and/ I've Had This Feeling Before—j‘Show Business’.........:...Santly 
before this reaches you we will know| It’s Love, Love, Love...............:ceeeeeceeeeeneeeeeees Santly 
how serious the results will be. Music Stopped—7‘Higher and Higher’ Robbins 
(United Press, N. Y.)| You're the Dream, I'm the Dreamer................ 
Don’t Believe Everything U Dream—?‘Around World’...... Robbins 
Continued from page 47 You're the Rainbow—j‘Riding High’..............eceeeeee> Paramount 
with Arthur A. Hauser, v.p. and sales | In a Friendly Little Harbor ...............ceeeee eee eeeeee Campbell 
manager of Carl Fischer, Inc.,- WhO, | Pamer Doll Marks 
together with other publishers, has | Say a Prayer for Boys Over There—j‘Hers to Hold’........ Southern 
for some time felt that music store | Sunday in Sorrento .............ccececccceeereceeeneeeees Mills 
try must possess a basic knowledge | Goodbye Sue Jewel 
of musical history and background | Journey to a Star—j‘Gang’s All Here’ ........ SS sy Triangle 
in order to effectively act as liaisOm | Knock WoO0d Grand 
between the publishers and music |} Put Your Arms Around Me—t?‘Coney Island’......  ...... Broadway 
buyers. Take It Easy—j‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ ...........+.. sssees Santly 
This need, said Hauser, has been; Victory Polka Chappell 
accentuated since the outbreak of the 
war, with new clerks, unfamiliar | t Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 
with the biz, rapidly coming to the 
fore to replace regulars being draft- 
tinea. FEIST’S WAR SONG Walton Goldman Payoff 
Lectures will be given by Hauser,| Feist is publishing ‘West of To-} Walton Goldman, Inc., which went 
who is acting as course coordinator, | morrow’ by Robert Sour and Henry into bankruptcy last summer, made 
and by other members of the advis- | Manners, by arrangement with the} a second payment to employees last 
ory.committes including Charles, | Music War Committee of the Ameri-| week consisting of a percentage of 
Griffith, v.p. Silver-Burdett Co.; John | can Theatre Wing. deferred Salary “and 
Tasker Howard, curator, American| This song was selected by the Wing} Payment amounted to 9%, ‘and it’s 
Music Section, N. Y. Public Library; | 48 4 significant war song. the intention to follow with others. 
Prof. Phillip James, NYU; Gustave 
Reese, head of publication dept., G. Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van Mack Gordon and James Monaco 
Schirmer, Inc.; John F. Sengstack, | Heusen writing two additional tunes cleffing numbers for ‘Sweet and 
prez of Music Publishers Assn. for “Road to Utopia” at Paramount. Low-Down’ at 20th-Fox. 
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4 Biway Vaude Houses Snarled 
On Bookings Due to Holdovers 


Unexpected continuation of heavy + 


business at Broadway vaude houses 
is giving booking offices and agen- 
cies a four-way headache. Because 
of holdover business, all are faced 
with the necessity of holding on to 
present attractions along with stall- 
ing incoming shows. Similar situa- 
tion has been previously faced, but 
this is the first known time when 
this kind cf fix has hit four houses 


simultaneously. 

Notable holdover problem is at 
the Capitol, where show will remain 
a seventh week. There was com- 
paratively little trouble in keeping 
the current layout, headed by Lou 
Holtz, Kathryn Grayson and Dick 
Himber’s orch. However, Jesse 
Kaye, the house booker, had diffi- 
culty in keeping Lionel Hampton’s 
sband satisfied during the enforced 
lavoff. Hampton was originally 
scheduled to go in Jan. 13 or 20. 
Opening was then delayed another 
week and when Hampton beefed, he 
was told that he could go in for the 
last week of the film, “Guy Called 
Joe’ (M-G). He rebelled at this 
but settled for a Feb. 10 bow. 

Roxy also has a similar situation, 
but here the difficulty is two ways, 
as Helen Forrest, booked here for 
two weeks, cannot be held over be- 
cause of a previous commitment at 
the RKO, Boston. At the same time, 
there was some trouble in keeping 
Martha Raye occupied. Instead of 
opening week of February 2 at the 
Roxy, she will lay off that week and 
come in Feb. 9. 

The Paramount’s headache is not 
as great as the others since the 
holdover is for six days only. New 
show will come in Feb. 22. Strand, 
which opened New Year’s eve with 
the Charlie Barnet show, had to do 
some fancy fixing to hold on to its 
current band and stall off Ina Ray 
Hutt- >. The Barnet with 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) will last 
two weeks more than original esti- 
mates. 

The holdover situation has long 
defied solution, as band agencies and 
booking offices can do littlé in face 
of studio demands to prolong a film’s 
run, 


CAPPELLA ‘PATRICIA 


After a Successful Run of 
Five Weeks at the 
TROCADERO CLUB 
12 Weeks in the Show 
“YOURS FOR FUN” 
Opened Last Wednesday, Jan. 19 
At the Exclusive 


CLOVER CLUB 


Also Doing Pictures for 


Universal Studios 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management: 


AL BORDE 


Aldrich Returns To 
Eddie Sherman Office 


Mickey Aldrich resigned this week 
as assistant to Harry Levine, Para- 
mount booker, to return to the Eddie 
Sherman office. He will leave as 
soon as Levine 4dnds a successor. 

Aldrich, with Levine only a few 
months, came to Paramount from the 
Sherman office as a replacement for 
Milton Berger, who left to take a 
post with Harry Romm of General 
Amus. Corp. Phil Coscia, who suc- 
ceeded Aldrich at the Sherman out- 
fit, will remain there. 


Mich. Ba. Calls 
Acts Employees 


Decision by the board of appeals 
of the Michigan Compensation Com- 
mission in upholding the contention 
by an unemployment compensation 
referee that run of the mine unfea- 
tured nitery performers are employ- 
ees, and not independent contractors, 
is seen as having far-reaching im- 
portance in deciding similar issues fn 
other states. It is likely to be used 
as a basis for arguments before com- 
pensation boards all over the coun- 
try since these bodies are seeking 
uniformity in such matters. 

The decision was made in the case 
of Francisco Soriano, who sued Lar- 
sen’s night club, Detroit, for dam- 
ages resulting from injuries sus- 
tained while working that spot. Man- 
agement fought the case, declaring 
that as a professional whom it called 
in to perform a specialized service, 
Soriano was to be considered an in- 
dependent contractor and therefore 
not subject to the benefits of the Un- 
employment Compensation Act. Sori- 
ano contended he was an employee. 

The board stated that since Lar- 
sen’s featured entertainment “as an 
attraction for patrons,” the perform- 
er was acting for the employer and 
is not an independent contractor. 

However, inclusion of “run of the 
mill unfeatured nightclub entertain- 
ers” in the decision leaves the status 
of featured, high-priced performers 
still in doubt as far as unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits in this 
state are concerned. 


CENTER, NORFOLK, GOES 
FULL-WK. VAUDE JAN. 28 


Center theatre, Norfolk, will start 
full-week stageshows Friday (28) 
with Happy Felton, Shirley Wayne, 
Bonnie Baker, Winick aad Mae aid 
a Gae Foster line (12) on the initial 
bill. Jo Cherniavsky will direct a 
17-piece pit band. 

House has just been taken over by 
William S. (Buck) Wilder, who has 
a string of theatres in the area. It 
is part of a building owned by the 
city, other section being an arena 
currently used as a USO center. 
Harry Krull is managing. 

The Eddie Sherman office will 
book out of New York. 


Induct Rosenthal April 1 | 


Mortimer S. Rosenthal, associate | 
counsel of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, passed his army in- 
duction physical Friday (21) and 
goes in around April 1. 

Rosenthal wili be the second 
AGVA attorney to go into the armed 
forces. Jonas T. Silverstone, who 
still retains the title of AGVA coun-! 
sel, has been in the army since last 
May. 


| 


ELAINE BARRETT 


THE PRINCESS OF SONG | 
1944 Star Featured in 1943 by 


SHANGRI-LA, BOSTON 

COQ ROUGE, NEW YORK 
PALUMBO’S, PHILADELPHIA 
SWAN CLUB, PHILADELPHIA 


“Wine, Woman and Song” Theatre Tour | 


CHEZ AMI 
Met.: EDDIE SUEZ, 1560 Broadway, New York 


| 


Currently 
BUFFALO 


| 


|Grand Opera house here from the 


Does a Mark Twain 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
George Moran (& Mack) is not 
dead, despite a recent obituary no- 
tice. Actor, now 59, is teamed with 
another partner, Pie Sadler, and 
touring Texas with a U. S. O. unit. 
Mack, the other member of the 
old “Two Black Crows” team, was 
— in an Arizona motor crash in 


“Ice Follies” Smashes 
Philly Record With 
3016 in 29 Shows 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

All ice show records in Phillv 
were shattered by “Ive Follies of 
1944,” which closed a four-week run 
at the Arena last week with $301,- 
000 in the till. 

The smashing gross was chalked 
up at 29 performances (25 evening; 4 
matinees) during which the show 
played to 157,000 cash customers. 

In addition, the “Follies” played 
to more than 70,000 persons at a free 
servicemen’s show, and at a special 
matinee for war bond buyers, Tues- 
day (18) at which more than $1,500,- 
000 worth of bonds were purchased. 

“Follies” gross this year topped 
last year’s take by $27,000 despite 
the fact that two less performances | 
were given this year. 

Pete Tyrell, general manager of 
the Arena, estimated that the show 
could have played to sellout business 
for at least two more weeks but the 
show could not be held over because 
of commitment to open in Buffalo 
this week. 

Tyrell is dickering for Roy Rogers 
Rodeo for the Arena some time this | 
April. 


MPLS. OPS FORM ORG 
TO REGISTER JUVES 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 

Minneapolis night club owners 
have organized a service bureau, the 
first of its kind anywhere, to keep 
minors out of their establishments 
and to combat juvenile delinquency. 

Bureau will establish and main- 
tain a central office with its own 
staff to register all persons between 
21 and 26 years who patronize night 
clubs operated by its members. 
Identification cards will be issued 
after age authenticity has been 
checked. Liquor will be served only 
after card with photo attached, is 
shown. Ops will provide special 
policewomen to make on the spot 
checks and promote dignified con- 
duct in their clubs. 

Minneapolis is the first known city 
to set up group control in an effort 
to curb delinquency. 


Jack Miller Quits AGVA 
As New York Organizer 


Jack Miller. organizer with the 
New York local of American Guild 
of Variety Artists since its formation 
in 1939, resigned Friday (21) to enter 
into labor relations work. 

Prior to going with the performer 
union, Miller did a rollerskating act. 


New Albany Nitery 


Albany, Jan. 25. 
Town House, a new nitery, opened 
under management of the father of 
Lieutenant Ray Fine, former opera- 
tor of Dinty’s Terrace Garden. 
Marcella Hendricks, Dave Gould 
and Betty Hampton lead the show. 


Buys Youngstown Theatre 


Canton, O., Jan. 25. 
Jack Kane, Youngstown burlesque 
operator, has purchased the old 


Belden heirs and will make exten- 
sive alterations and improvements 
to the house, which for the past sev- 
eral seasons has housed burlesque. 
Kane has been Offering grind bur- 
lesque here for the past four months 
but will shutter the house shortly, 
he said. 

After improvements house will be 
leased for repertoire or musical 
shows. 


Memphis Books Dante 


TA Pickets Cafe 


Memphis, Jan. 25. 
First vaude show here in a long! 
time will be the revue headed by 
Dante, the Magician, dated for week 
starting Saturday (29) at the Malco 
theatre. 


Little Jackie Harvey, tap-dancing 
daughter of George Harvey, Para- 
mount shorts publicity chief, is 
playing Loew theatres in N. Y. met- 


ropolitan area. 


Another Clinker for Coast Vaude, 
Seattle, Palomar Outlawed By AGVA 


L. A. Town House Mulls 
Names; Hildegarde Maybe 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
The Town House, one of the Con- 
rad Hilton hotels, is thinking of re- 
opening its Wedgwood Room into a 
hame-act spot. 
Hildegarde may inaugurate the 
new policy. 


For Public Safety 


Charging that the Stagehands 
Union, Local 1, of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, sought to put on a “button- 
pusher” at $90 weekly, Barney Jo- 
sephson, operator of Cafe Society 
Uptown, N. Y., continues to resist 
union demands despite pickets in 
front of his spot. Josephson claimed 
that his club is entirely unionized 
and has had no previous union 
trouble, but he claimed the Local 1 
demand to be unreasonable. 

Vincent Jacobi, business manager 
of the Stagehands Union, countered 
with the claim that he sought to put 
on an electrician at Cafe Society Up- 
town for reasons of public safety. He 
said he wanted no repetition of the 
Boston Cocoanut Grove disaster in 
any spot in his jurisdiction. He de- 
clared that he had personally in- 
spected the club and saw the need of 
a juicer. He also said that the job is 
not one of button pushing, as Joseph- 
son claims, since an electrician not 
only operates the lighting system, 
but maintains it in working order as 
well. He said the scale for that spot 
is $75. 


“SKATE VANITIES” SOCKO 
$35,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


“Skating Vanities’ in nine perform- 
ances at the Auditorium, St. Louis, is 
expected to wind up with a sock 
$35,000 at the conclusion of its run 
tonight (Wednesday). Show started 
Jan, 19. 

Roller show follows with stand at 
the Auditorium, Milwaukee, where 
advance sale indicates a sellout. 


Blackstone Talent Set 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 


With the exception of an interval 
in April, the Mayfair Room of the 
Blackstone Hotel has attractions set 
until June 1. Frank Fay and the 
Chandra Kaly Dancers follow the 
Hartmans, Feb. 11; Dwight Fiske 
plays a return engagement begin- 
ning March 10 to April 6 and Georgie 
Price comes in May 5 to stay until 
June 1. 


Russell Swann and the Hermanos 
Williams Trio are tentatively booked 
to open April 7 for four weeks. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
Shift of the entire western vaudee 
ville circuit to straight picture pole 
icies becomes more than a threat, 
with the Palomar, Seattle, placed on 
the unfair list by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. 


Following the L. A. Orpheum’s de- 
cision to abandon stagers, it is 
pointed out that with only a few 
West Coast houses open, the cost of 
transportation and other expenses 
would be prohibitive and other the- 
atres may have to drop talent bills. 

Florine Bale, western director of 
AGVA, busy trying to re-route tai- 
ent booked for the Orpheum, de- 
clared the theatre would be held re- 
sponsible for $3,000 in contracts for 
talent enroute here from the east. 
Among the troupes affected is 
George White’s “Scandals.” sched- 
uled for a week at the Orpheum but 
held over for a week in San Diego 
and later to be routed to San Fran- 
cisco. 

Meanwhile Sherrill Corwin, oper- 
ator of the Orpheum, declared his 
theatre is profiting with a picture 
policy and will fight the AGVA case 
in the courts. 


Matt Shelvey, national adminis- 
trator for the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, declared Monday 
(24) that the Palomar theatre was 
placed on the unfair list because of 
its unwillingness to negotiate a min- 
imum basic agreement. He said that 
the house was given a period of 
grace to honor contracts already 
signed. 


Celeste Holm at Plaza 
For Supper-Only Policy 


Celeste Holm, from “Oklahoma,” 
inaugurates a new name policy at 
the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, 
N. Y., Feb. 15, by appearing only 
after theatre. John Hoysradt leaves 
then to join “Allah Be Praised,” a 
new legit musical, and Gomez & 
Beatrice, plus another act, will offi- 
ciate at dinner. 

On March 1, Andre, Andree & 
Bonnie replace the dancers, but Miss 
Holm stays on. The trio is new to 
the east. 
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AGVA Cites Agent Misunderstanding 
In Formation of “Accredited” Outfits 


formation of agent, or- 
ganizations throughout the country | 
should be a break for the American | 
Guild of Variety Artists ultimately. 
several recently created percenter. 
outfits are seen as being an imme-| 
diate source of headaches. 
Reason is a misunderstanding in! 
the pact between AGVA and the Ar- 
tists Representatives Ass'n of New 
York. This agreement, which will 
be used as a yardstick for contracts 
with talent-handler orgs in other) 
cities, provides that an agent shall pay 
$50 for an annual franchise unless 
member of a duly accredited ageni 
outfit which acts to the benefit of, 
AGVA. Out-of-town percenters have 
interpreted this to mean that they 


Although 


can escape the $50 nick if they form) P 


an outfit and dicker for an agree- 
ment. 

According to Mortimer S. Rosen- 
thal, associate counsel for AGVA, 
the newly formed agent groups are 
not yet accredited and won't be un- 
til they can prove that “They shall 
function to the administrative ben- | 
efit of AGVA.” It will take some 
time before they can comply with 
this clause, he said. Thus, formation 
of an agent outfit alone does not im- 
ply that is “accredited.” 

He explained administrative ben- 
efit as being proven ability to police 
its members, processing complaints so 
that only legitimate beefs come be- 
fore an arbitration panel. handling 
only AGVA members and full re- 
spect for unfair Lists. 

He said that ARA has proven it- 
self. He cited the fact that per- 
former-agent complaints are so thor- 
oughly screened and studied before 
presentation to an ARA-AGVA panel 
that ARA has won the majority of 
cases. 

Meanwhile, the contemplated trip 
by Matt Shelvey, AGVA national ad- 
ministrator, and Rosenthal to dicker 
with out-of-town percenter outfits | 
has been postponed for several 
weeks to permit agents further study 
of the contemplated pacts. Rosen- 
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BENNY MEROFF | 


*““FUNZAFIRE” | 
COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 
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Dir.: SAM BRKAMSON 


in 


| and 


thal, meantime, wil! trek to Miami 
Beach to pact some spots and start 
the ball rolling for an agent group 
there. 


Chi Agents Hear Report 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Entertainment Managers Assn. of 
Chicago held a special meeting last 
week to hear the report of David P. 
O'Malley, who went to New York 
two weeks ago to confer with ARA 


and AGVA officials regarding the, 
AGVA-ARA pact. 
Committee to discuss the matter 


with Matt Shelvey, AGVA's national 


exec secretary, and Mort Rosenthal, 
AGVA attorney, 
here several weeks hence, was ap- 


when they arrive 


ointed. 


Club Reviews 


La Martinique, N. Y. 

Zero Mostel, Murtah Sisters (3), 
Barbara Blaine, Norman Lawrence, 
Line (6), Maximilian Bergere Orch, 
Sacasas Orch; $2.50 weekdays, $3.50 
Saturdays and holidays. 


Zero Mostel impresses as one of 
the finest eccentric comedians to 
develop within the past five years, 
perhaps longer. His meticulous tim- 
ing, his fine sense of proportion and 
virtually of his material are strictly 
first rate. It seems odd that this 


very funny guy, who. stimulates 
laughter so easily, has not been 


given the wider audience, obviously 
a cinch with his type of material 
and delivery, which he rates via pic- 
tures. Except for his one-time shot 
in “DuBarry Was a Lady” he, like 
several other topnotch nitery comics, 
has never been fully developed for 
the screen. 

At show caught Mostel clicked 
solidly, as always, with a rep in- 
cluding his mammy song. takeoff, 
Jimmy Durante, the speaker from 
the school board and the isolationist 
senator. One of his best bits is his 


|} imitation of a coffee percolator, in 


pantomime. Another panto num- 
ber, not quite as strong but by no 
means ineffective, is his K.P. dream. 
He did the corking fresh air (“you 
should excuse the expression”) piece 
as a request. 

Mostel seemingly never wears out 
his welcome on a cafe floor, and he’s 
as surefire for general audience ap- 
peal as with the cognoscenti. 

In addition to Mostel the nitery 


| has another smash, number one turn 


in the Murtah Sisters. who have re- 
portedly been signed by Metro for 
a studio assignment. Comedy sing- 
ing trio piles up laughs and applause 
faster than any sister act around. 
It’s a consistently sock routine from 
the ‘‘Minnie the Moocher” opener to 
the climaxing jive number some 17 
minutes later. Their “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama” in Swiss yodel, Chinese and 
other versions is one of the high- 
lights. As an outstanding novelty 
turn, the Murtah girls are definitely 
picture material. 

For the rest, lineup includes Nor- 
man Lawrence, who sings with the 
line, and Barbara Blaine, neat tap- 
per who solos for around two min- 
utes and also appears with the line. 

Production numbers with the line 
of six lookers, have been handled 
capable style by Don Arden. 
Costuming is attractive while the 


| Bergere and Sacassas orchestras pro- 
| Vide swell show and dance music. 


Moryi. 
Club 18. N. Y. 
Roy Sedley, Vince Curran, Roy 
Rogers, Hazel McNulty, Marquita 


Rivera, Marice Christie, Irene Car- 
roll, Hal Hixon, Marco, Gordon An- 
drews and Frankie Froeba Orchs; 
minimum $3.50. 


Freddie Lamb’s Club 18 formula, 
antedating “Hellzapoppin,” still 
one of the most potent 
styles for niteries. With Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran, insulting each 
other, as well as the customers and 
any celebrities around,a visit to this 
spot is goed for a load of belly- 
laughs. 

This 52d street nut house, one of 
the most prosperous on 
ougiifare, has a new bill. 
just to provide a few new faces— 
it certainly isn’t because of the 


| singing talents of the femmes they 


hire here, for they are heckled so 
that any artistic talents they have 
are lost in the flow of Curran’s and 
Sedley’s chatter. In this category, 


| “Alouette” 
| Again” 
| win her plenty calls. 


; intime 


| swings 
comedy 


that thor- | 
Maybe its | 


Wm. Morris, N. C, 


‘Hazel McNulty, a hefty chirper with 
/a similarly hefty voice; Irene Car- 


CONNEE BOSWELL TO 
LEAVE VAUDE FOR REST 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Connee Boswell will withdraw 
from the cast of Paul Small’s “Cur- 


tain Time” Feb. 5 upon advice ot 
her physician. Medicos ordered a/ 
six-week rest. 

Only activitiy during her layoff 


will constitute her Wednesday radio 
show. 


They Still Balance 


Philadelphia, Jan. 

Two members of a balancing act 

who enlisted as paratroopers to- 

gether in January, 1942, were 

wounded one day apart in Italy, it 
was learned here last week. 


95 


“0. 


They are Corporal William C. 
Johnson and Sergeant John Metik, 


who played the theatres and niteries 
as The Valors. 


ly told to “Get Off the Floor,” which 
of course isn’t conducive to the best 


efforts of these singers. They all 
take these ribbings in good grace 


and even if they didn’t bowl over 
the crowd, they at least get good 
hands. 

Faring better is Gaye Dixon, long- 
termer in this spot, who puts over 
“Too Young or Too Old” and “Pistol 
Packin’ Mama” in her usually good 
style. 

Marquita Rivera was able to sur- 
mount the cross patter because most 
of her efforts are in the dance line. 
She starts off with a weak brand of 
chirping, but soon abandons that in 
favor of wiggles and comedy similar 
to that of Diosa Costello. Although 
on too long, she manages a good 
hand. 

New here is Roy Rogers (not the 


cowboy film player) who shows 
versatility in several branches of 
funnywork. He is a fairish singer, 


and shows some good acro-comedy 
work, has an okay drunk bit, but 
forte is his seemingly superman 
digestive tract which permits him to 
swallow goldfish, paper, cigars and 
any other item around. Coming on 
after the terrific cross patter by 
Sedley and Curran, he has a hard 
time overcoming this handicap, but 
once he gets started, the chuckles 
come at rapid intervals. 

Of course the other funsters, Hal 
Hixon, Marco, attendants in the 
ladies’ and gents’ room, contribute to 
the rowdy tenor of the proceedings 
with blackouts and choice insults. 
The joint’s no place for a maiden 
aunt in from Kenosha, but anybody 
else on an out-for-laughs expedition 
will get a terrific bang out of this 
spot. Jose. 


Esquire, Montreal 
Montreal, Jan. 20. 

Gustave Longtin, 
Marylin Arden, Kollette & Marie, 
Esquirettes (10), Armand Meerte 
Orch (8), Julio Reyes Relief Band 
(3). Minimum $1.50. 


Sadie Cohen, 


Current bill, containing a good bal- 
ance of singing and dance acts, adds 
: 4 lia 


up tco-smart 
Cohen, back after a tour of army 
camps, contraltos “Old Man River” 


in a style that sells with the crowd. 
She segues into a familiaar French 
song medley, “For Me and My Gal,” 
and “Lights Go On 
in contrasting rhythms that 


Gustave Longtin mixes French 
oldies and pops with a powerful 
baritone that is too strong for this 
room. Had fair reception 
that could have been better with 
more effective voice control. 

Marylin Arden opens with effec- 
tive taps tailored to “Hungarian 
Rhapsody” and boogie-woogie. Gal, 
an orb-filling blonde, tastefully cos- 
tumed, has~plenty audience appeal. 

Kollette and Marie, femme acro- 
adagio team, put on standard lifts, | 

and strong-arm routine for | 
good applause dividends. 

Esquirettes provide three num-| 
bers to maintain nifty sight values. | 
Meerte Orch handles everything | 
from classics to jive efficiently and | 
helps to pack the fioor. Relief band 


is adequate in Latin rhythms. Biz 
good at this midweek showing. 
Lane. 


Le Beuban Bleu. N. Y. 
Julius Monk, Herman Chittison 
Trio, Ilse Bois, Peters Sisters (3), 
Bernie West, Maxine Sullivan; $3 
minimum, 


When one gets to talking about 
great rhythm singers, Maxine Sulli- 


from the mammoth Peters Sisters 


(3), comedy rhythm singers, to 
Bernie West, voung satirist (New 
Acts), and Ilse Bois, continental- 


type of mimic who’s making her 
American debut wiih this booking. 
Coupled to these are the formal con- 
ferenciering of Julius Monk, who 
also occasionally dishes out on the 
black and whites, and the lull musi- 
cal interludes of the Herman Chitti- 
son trio of piano, guitar and bass. 
Withal, a bright little show that de- 
serves a more extensive ballyhoo 
than it has been getting, though the 
management obviously doesn't re- 
quire any publicity for the spot. It’s 
invariably jammed anyway. 

Miss Sullivan has, seemingly, 
never been better. Her choice of 
tunes are upper-case all the way, 
and for radio, smart cafes or thea- 
tres she’s still an excellent bet. Her 
“Loch Lomond,” which she intro- 
duced into a rhythmic smash some 
years ago, is a concession to those 
who still demand it; her “Cow Cow 
Boogie” and “Shoo Shoo Baby” are 
likewise top-drawer as is, notably, 
the smash “Cockles and Mussels,” 
which is, perhaps, the strongest of 
her currently s‘rong repertoire. And 
all done with a simplicity that 
stamps her ordinately gracious type 
of showmanship. 

Miss Sullivan, Use Bois and the 
Chittison instrumental trio are the 
holdovers on this bill, with the 
Péters Sisters and Bernie West be- 
ing the newcomers. 

The Peters trio, with the irre- 
pressible and stoutest of the unit 
still pacing the act, are smash with 
their harmonics. and in an intime 
cafe such as this they seem to be 
going in for more funstering than 
when playing vaudeville, but it’s all 
sock, particularly that business on 
“3 Little Maids” from “Mikado.” 
Their choice of repertoire is smart 
elsewhere, too, as evidenced in their 
concession to this chi-chi mob when 
the youngest and prettiest of the 
group does a plaintive French ditty. 

Otherwise, the Chittison all-col- 
ored trio, headed by the leader at 
the keys, neatly fills the lulls while 
Chittison also does a neat accomp 
for Miss Sullivan. Kahn, 


Tie-Toe. Montreal 
Montreal, Jan. 13. 
Lenny Gale, Graysons, Marylin 
Ross, Lois Palmer, Margaret Faber 
Dancers (6), Leonard Calvert Orch 
(9), Geo Dafoe Relief Band (4). No 
Cover. $1.50-$2.50 Minimum. 


Current show is drawing carriage 
trade with a topnotch emcee, plus 
smart acts and a line right out of the 
top drawer. 

Sparking this layout, Lenny Gale 
is a boff emcee from the barrier. He 
handles a neat line of novel chatter, 
naughty wordage and sly gags going 
over big. He also.clicks as a mimic 
and in all sells himself and the acts 
handily. A solid hit. 

The Graysons, mixed acro team, 
feature femme standing on hands of 
man in horizontal position from | 
which he raises himself to lift gal to 
ceiling. Won a big hand. Swings 
and whirls were plenty prestissimo 
at their finale and got multiple calls. 

Marylin Ross has eye and ear- 
appeal with her pipings of pops, 
oldies and a Berlin medley. Ward- 
robe helped her go over big. 

Lois Palmer, a blonde terper, gives 
ou with clear taps. The Faber line 
is tops, gals right off a class as- 
sembly, using three snappily ward- 
robed routines. 


WOLPER PLANS T0 OPEN 
MIAMI HURRICANE CAFE 


Dave Wolper expects to open a 
Miami Beach branch of his New 
York nitery, the Hurricane, this S@a- 
son. His booker, AT Borde, a Chicago 
agent, will leave from New York this 
week to dicker for a spot. 

The Florida link would have a 
name band policy similar to that of 
the Broadway nitery. 


New Owner to Reopen 
Chi’s Colony Club 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

The Colony club, nitery, which 
was closed a few hours before New 
Year's Eve by the government, was 
sold at auction last week to Fred C, 
Bachrodt for $4,250. Bachrodt, who 
runs an accounting service for tay- 
erns, intends to reopen the club at 
once. 

Failure to pay $14,378.43 in cabaret 
and withholding taxes, plus penal- 
ties and interest, caused the seizure. 
Former owners will be required to 
pay the difference between 
amount owing and the sale price. 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 25. 

Ed Sullivan, News columnist, and 
Conrad Nagel took time out from 
their Lake Placid vacash to visit the 
colony and the Will Rogers hospital, 
greeting Mathea Merryfield, Eddie 
Vogt, Len Grotte and others. 

Harold Wilkins, ex-producer of 
amateur shows, now on the Will 
Rogers staff, cheered the gang with 
a nifty show last week. 

Percy Wenrich, songwriter, accom- 
panied by his wife, Dolly Connolly, 
shot in from Chicago for general 
check-up. Couple are at Hotel 
Saranac. 

Murian Shiddel arrived at the Will 
Rogers. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Swann Back on Tour 

Ex-Capt. Russell Swann, the magi- 
co, marks his first nitery engage- 
ment since mustered out of the army, 
where he was a special services offi- 
cer, when he opens Feb. 7 at the 
Statler hotel, Boston. 

Jack Bertell (MCA) handling him, 
per usual. 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


ithe Caivert is téatiy 1 
for swing or sweet and handles all 


acts smartly. Dafoe provides the 
Latin music. Biz fair this midweek 
viewing. Lane. 


Book Casino. Detroit 
(BOOK-CADILLAC HOTEL) 
Detroit, Jan, 12. 
‘Fantasy On Ice’ with June 
Arnold, George Eden, Bisselle & 
Farley, Pat Brown & the De-Icers 
(4). Phil Levant’s Orchestra with 
Alan Hughes; minimwm $2. 


After not much activity, this swank 
spot in the Book-Cadillac hotel is 
back in the groove with a compact 
ice show, brightly dressed, nicely 
presented and backed up by the ver- 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


NOW CLUB JALNA 
Washington, D. C. 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


satile work of Levant’s band. With 


the nitery business here spotty re- 


cently, this 350-seat room in the loop 
s working strictly on a reservations 
basis with turn-away business every 
night. 
_ Show doesn’t have any of the big 
‘ice’ names but registers well through 
the youth, looks and slick costuming 
of the acts as well as their ability to 
cut some nifty if not sensational fig- 
ures on the rink. Small line of two 
blondes and two brunets opens up 
with a skate ‘tap routine’ to Hughes’ 
warbling of ‘Winter Wonderland’ to 
bring on Eden to do a Cossack rou- 
tine highlighted by speed twirls. 
Bisselle and Farley, a pert young 
team with looks, combine the dance 
form of the conventional ballroom 
turns with the wide sweeps of the 


+ 


Special Material 


LYRICS. ...MONOLOGUES 
COMEDY... -DRAMATIC 


For Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COL. 5-8340—Room 723 


‘roll, Marice Christie were repeated- 


PEETA SMALL 
‘THE CANADIAN NIGHTINGALE’ 
Singing Star of Stage and Radio 


Currently at = the 
HAVANA MADRID, New York 
\vanilable for Booking April 2, 1944 
Ex. Mgt.—HERBERT LYNN 1697 B'way, New York !9, CO. 5-0330 


skater and score big in leading up 
to Miss Arnold, good star material, 
who gets plenty of attention with her 
acro-skating ability in an Oriental- 
styled number. Her only weakness 


van remains close to the top. The 
| Slender colored gal has, perhaps, 
been in comparative obscurity of 
late, but there’s no denying that it 
hasn't been because of a lack of tal- 
ent. At this swank atmospheric 
hideaway, where the scotch seems 
invariably of greater importance to 
the clientele than the talent, Miss 
Sullivan is heading a bill where the 
reverse seems to be in order. 

It is a layout of diverse talents, 


8x10 Glossy Photos, 5c Each 


lir quantity — 50 for 83.95 —100 for 
$6.25. Photo postcards, blow-ups. 
Send for free samples, complete price 
list and ordering instructions. 


MULSON STUDIO, Dept. C, 310 FB. 
Washington Ave., Bridgeport 8, Conn. 


seems to be in a sense of musical 
timing. 

Led by Pat Brown, who really cut 
up the ice in a speedy ice dance to 
‘Heat Wave,’ the line works through 
a spectacular number in flame-col- 

(Continued on page 51) 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JANUARY 28 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (27) 
Dick Himber Ore 

Holtz 
Kathryn Grayson 
June Allyson 
Nancy Walker 
Rags Ragland 
Fay & Gordon 
State (27) 
3 Edwards Bros 


Gloria Blake 
Neil Stanley & M 
The 3 Hearts 
Howard & Shelton 
Louis Jordan Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (27) 
Paisy Brewster 
Ray English 
June Lorraine 
Galente & Leonardo 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (27) 

Johnny Long Bd 

Allen & Kent 

Hazel Scott 

Gil Lamb 

Bob Coftee 

CHICAGO 

Chieago (27) 

Griff Willlams Ore 

Gertrude Niesen 

Hienny Youngman 


Phyllis Claire 
MIAMI 
Olympia (26) 
Tllaine Malloy Co 
Rolly Rolls 
Gypsy Markoff 
West & Lexing 
Roberts Sis 
Frances White 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (27) 
George Olsen Ore 


RKO 


BOSTON 

RKO (27) 

Jimmy Dorsey 

Peg Leg Bates 

Coley Worth & M 
(20) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (27) 
H’wood Pin Up Gis 


20) 
Dante 
Virginia Weidler 
Oxford Boys 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (27) 
4 Ink Spots 
Cootie Williams Or 
Fila FitzGerald 
Eddte Vinson 
Ra'ph Brown 
Moke & Poke 
(20) 
Jan Savitt 
Regan 
Harry Savoy 
Blair & Dean 
COLUMBUS 


Ore 


Ore 


Palace (1-3) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
Eleanor Tieman 
Gene Baylos 


(1 to fill) 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (24-26) 
O'Neal Sis 
Edna Kenyon 
4 Belmont Sis 
George Kaye 
Holmes & Jean 
(27-80) 
Tari Vance 
Tom Barry 
Julia Cummings 
& Kaye 
Ross Lapierre 
Lynbrook (29-80) 
Acorn Shirley 
(4 to fill) 
Sunnyside (29-80) 
Harris Berger 
Joe E. Howard 
3 Claire Sis 


(2 to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (28-31) 
Hal Mcintyre Ore 
Smiley Burnette 
Danny Drayson 
3 Winter Sis 
ALLENTOWN 
State (31-2) 
Lew Brown Co 
Elaine Seidler Gis 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (27) 
3 Wells 
B Fuller & Stylists 
Jack Marshall 
4 Franks 
State (27-29) 
Charles Duo 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Charles Stuart Co 
4 Belmont Sis 
(30-2) 
Craig & Farrell 
Al & Connie Fanton 
CAMDEN 
Towers (28-30 
Ford, Benny & 
Grace Johnston 
Don Dorsey 
Leonard & Lewis 


Majestic (27- -80) 
2 Byrne Sis 
Lee Ross 
Bohn & Mathews 
Lew Brown Co 
Jr Buckwalter Co 
(31-2) 
Charles Duo 
Harria Berger 
Charles Stuart Co 
The Jolliteers 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (27) 
uls Prima Ore 
eter Chan 
4 
Bobby & Johnson 


BOS 
Bradford Hotel (27) 
Ber Mar 
Mata & Hari 
Andrews Sis 
Phil Brito 
Artie Dann 

ELIZABETH 
Liberty (27-30) 
Martell Bros 
Ruth Crayen 
Ben Ross 
Verdi & Raymo 
Tanit Ikao Co 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (25-27) 
Patricia Morison 
Stanley Burns 
The Reddingtons 
Dean & Edwards 
Cariton Emmy 
3 Claire Sis 
HOLYOKE 
Holyoke (28-30) 
Stanley Burns 
Billy Samuels Co 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (28-30) 
Cleo Florenz 
Roberta & Mack 
Dean & Edwards 
Victory 2 
The Graysons 


Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-8 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsley 
Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Reouge 
Elaine .sarret*, 
Dick Wilson Orch 
Bela Bizony 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Victory Boys & Gir) 
Air Lane 3 
Don Baker 
Barbary Coast Boys 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Billy Banks 
Bobby Davis 
Frances Henderson 
Chin Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwyer’s 
Elaine Vincent 
Marsha Fields 
Brock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 
El Chico 
Rolando 
Dorita & Velero 
Sarita Herrera 
Alejandro Vilalta 
Juan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
Cuarteto Linio 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Or 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwalé 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Jackie Gleason 
Dino & Rossi 
Mildred Ray Gla 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Los Rhumboleros 


NEW YORK 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


(25-27) 
Hal MeIntyre Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Winter Sis 
Raiph Rio 


Southern 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Yantage (3-6) 
Taik About Gls 
Mobile 
Lyrie (3-6) 
Karston Show 
GEORGIA 
Augusta 
Modjeska (3-5) 
Rev of Tomorrow 


NO. CAROLINA 
Asheville 
Plaza (6) 
Wald Ore 
Charlotte 
Broadway (4-5) 
Knoc kouts ‘of 1944 


Concord 
Paramount (31) 
Talk About Gis 


Durham 
Carolina (4-5) 
The Karston Show 
Renfro Barn Dance 
Greensboro 
National (2) 
The Karston Show 
High Point 
Paramount (1) 
The Karston Show 


The 


Jerry 


Raleigh 
State (3) 

The Karston Show 
Salisbury 
State (3) 

Knockouts of 1944 
Wilmington 

Carolina (3-5) 

Renfro Barn Dance 

Winston Salem 


State (2) 
Ted Fiorita Ore 
80. CAROLINA 
Anderson 


Criterion (1) 
Talk About Gls 
Charleston 
Vietory (31-1) 
Renfro Barn Dance 
Carolina (2) 
Rev of Tomorrow 
Ted Fiorita Ore 
Greenville 
Center (1) 
Rev of Tomorrow 
Spartanburg 
State (31) 
Rev of Tomorrow 
VIRGINIA 
Roanoke 
Roanoke (2) 
I. De Wolfe's Rev 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (28) 
Charlie Barnet 
Lowe, Hite & 8 
Ella Mae Morse 
Bunny Briggs 
(21) 


Hite 


Charlie 
Lowe. 
Ella Mae Morse 
Bunny Brigg 
PHIL ADELPHIA 
Earle (28) 
Vaughn Monroe 
Murphy Sis 
Dorothy Kel 
Gil Maison 
(21) 
Prima Ore 
Sydell 
Eunice Healy 
Roy Davis 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Paul Regan 


Or 


ier 


Louis 
Paul 


} 


Edwards Sis 
Gene Krupa 
21 
Count Basie Orc 
Bill Bailey 
Apus & Estrelita 
Shorts Davis 
Thelm Carpenter 
TiC 


4 
Stanles (25-27) 
| Geo : 
| Glenn. ller 
Stubby Kaye 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (28) 
Roxvettes 
| Dean Murphy 
3 Samuels 
Paul Sydell 
Eileen Ritter 
(21) 


Singers 


Roxyettes 

Tim Herbert 
Olsen & Shirley 
Whitson Bros 
Chas Mayer 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (28) 
The Nativity 
Good Cheer 
Roxy (27) 
Paul Lavalle 
Milton Cross 
Jack Durant 
Hal Le Roy 
Maurice Rocco 
Academy (24-26) 
Ray English 


Ore 


_!3 Wyse Gis 


4 Macks 
Barry Sis 
Smith & Dale 
Ford, Benny & B 
Crotona (25) 
Dewitt & Gilbert 
Irene Wiley 
Tony Farrer 
Gene Doyle 
Jules & Tita 
Rose Perfect 


4 Creedons 
HARTFORD 
State (28-80) 

4 King Sis 

Milt Britton Bd 


Ziggy Talent 
6 Marvelettes 
NEW ARK 
Adams (27) 
Will Osborne Orc 
Marion Hutton 
3 Stooges 
Wally Rand 
NORFOLK 
Center (27) 
Winek & Mae 
Shirley Wayne 
Whitson Bros 
Bonnie Baker 
Happy Felton 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (27) 
Lewis & Van 
Jules & Tita 
Bert Walton Co 


Carlton Emmy 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (27-29) 

Blaine Seidler Gls 

Smith & Hart 


WATERBURY 

Poli’s (26-27) 
Benny Carter 
The Colemans 
Joyner & Foster 


WOQNSOCKET 
New Park (28-30) 
Con & Connie 
Jackie Vincent 
Jack Deleon 
Hermine's Midgets 

WORCESTER 
Plymouth (24-26) 
Elaine Seidler Gls 
Wally Rand 
Georgia Gibbs 
Sharkey 
Leonard & Lewis 
Roberta & Mack 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Algiers 
Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 
Mollie Towne 
Jane Owen 
toger Bowen 
Arthur Benson 
Aquarium Rest. 
M Powell Maniacs 
Jerry Montanna Bd 
Angie Bond 8 
Armando’s 
Ann Francine 
Bal Tabarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gls 
Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Orc 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 


Stuart Ross 
Bunty Pendleton 
Cafe 68 
Vincent Catanese Or 
Sotero San Miguel 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Jimmy Savo 
Hazel Scott 
Kenneth Spencer 
John Sebastian 
Bugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Oreo 
Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 
Pearl Primus 
Mary Lou Willlams 
Phyllis Stewart 
Josh White 
Eddie Heywood Orc 
Casbah 
Lillian Clark 
Lee Kuhn 8 


Met.: 


GAUDSMITH BROS. 


CHICAGO THEATRE 
CHICAGO 
2 WEEKS 
(Feb. 4 and Feb. 11) 
EDDIE 
1501 Broadway, N. Y. 


SMITH 


Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoff 
Bernie Grauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay Quartette 

Blue Angel 

Owen & Parker 
The Bernards 
Evelyn Knight 


Ellis Larkins Trio 


Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarih 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
Codolban Orc 
Cerutti’s 
Garland Wilson 
Eddie Steele 
Mae Barnes 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 1 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Joe Frisco 
Hal Hickson 
Gaye Dixon 
Ted Smith 
Roy Rogers 
Gordon Andrew: 
Club 51 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 


Havana-Madrid 
Chu-Chu Martinez 
Alberto Torres D 
Jose Curbello Orch 
Carlos Varelas Ore 

Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
(Columbian Room) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 

Jose Morand Ore 

Cocktail Lounge 

Dick Kuhn 


(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Orc 
Dick Buckley 
Floria Vestoff 
Pat Abbott 
Maria 
Nino Rhumba Bd 

Hote! Biltmore 
Joan Hyldoft 
John Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
De-Icers (4) 

Ann Warren 

Hal Chase 

Ray Heatherton Ore 
flotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 

Enric Madriguera O 

Fernando Alva 

Nita Rowe 

Bob L ido 

Cachita 

The Graysons 

Dorothy Keller 

Ray Arnett 

Johnny Mack 

Mischel Gomer 8 

Stanley & Marti 

Dorothy Keller 

Mishel Gorner Orch 

Hotel Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 

Hotel Edison 
Rvan-Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 

(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Rose Blane 
Frankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 

Hotel Lexington 

(Hawaiian Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
| Jeilay 


| Mokihana 

| Al McIntire 

| Harold Aloma 
Momi Kai 


i Kuulei Young 
Hotel Lincoln 
| (Blue Room) 
| Count Basie Ore 
‘Hotel McAlpin 
| (Marine Grill) 
| Gladys Tell 
| Ernest Hamory 
Sohnny Messner Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
| (Terrace Room) 
|Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane Yeo 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 
Jerry Mapes 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Billy Peterson 
Art Paulson Orch 
Peter Kent Orch 
Hotel Park Centre 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Danny Beckner Orc 
G & G Bernard 
(Royal Palm? 
Ragtime Smitty 
Flo Hart 
Frank Rosati 
Linda Carroll 
Hotel Pennsytvan! 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charile Spivak Ore 
Hotes Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Myrus 
Irwin Corey 


The Robertos 
Margaret Scott 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Ellen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Oro 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Satire Room) 
Duncan Sis 
Ber-mar 
Tino Valent} 
Pat Cameron 
Jerry Vanni 
King Johnson Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Dolores Del Carmen 
Ron Perry Orc 
Hotel St. Regis 
Caro) Lynne 
Rudy Richards 
Michael Ward 
Margaret Barry 
Eileen Thompson 
Sharlee Munster 
Edith Kandel 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Annamary Dickey 
Roudenko & Zoritch 
Lina Romay 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Oro 
Hurricane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bols 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 
Bebe Fox 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Gienda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 8 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Carmen Amaya 
Sabicas 
Antonio & Leonor 
Gloria Belmonte 
Paco 
Geronimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguec 
La Martinique 
Zero Mostel 
Murtah Sis 
Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Family 
Henry Therrien 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don McGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Wynn 2 
Martha 
Lola Andre Tr 
June Wilson 
Sherry Britton 
Hilda 
Lazara & Castellano 
Lou Martin Orc 
Monte Carle Casino 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosatl! 
Elayne Hume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Bd 
Old Reumantap 
Jack Richards 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard Elliot 
Irma Jurist 
Queen Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt Orc 
Papaya Hawalians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
Ross MacLean 
Phil D'Arcy 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
West 


ne Sullivan 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 
Sammy's 
Bowery Gay 90's 
| Charlie Corrigan 
Frank Gerard 
Marty Reide 
Jack Sheehan 
Spivy’s Roof 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Walter Liberace 
Rodger Vaughan 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Tony’s Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Rita Molina 
Alex Giraldo 
Harry Le Roy 
Edy 
Bus Davis 
Ubangi Club 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 
Versailles 
Joe Washington 
Cook & Brown 
Claudia Wheeler 
Socassas Ore 
Dwight Fiske 


Book Casino. Detroit 
ored costumes set off when the black 
light is used. The big moment here 
again was Miss Arnold’s, who used 
a fiery hoop for excellent ice acro- 
batics. 

The finale took the show off to 
great appreciation utilizing a long 
series of melodies from the past with 
gay costuming which found the cho- 
rus and Eden providing the comedy 
flavor in gaudy bathing suits of the 
knee-length vintage. Whole troupe 
worked in this with the dance team 
doing a Bowery-style dance, Miss 
Arnold doing a wide range of stuff 
from a waltz to ‘Rosie O’Grady’ to a 
skating cake-walk to ‘Darktown 
Strutters Ball’ and the orchestra 
helping to preserve the other days’ 
illusions by tossing in a barber-shop 
quartet behind the ice show. Or- 
chestra also plays a good dance bill 
when the boards are down over the 
ce. Pool. 


Vodvil Lounge, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Lawrence Salerno, Gene Fields, 
McIntyre Sisters (4), Mel Cardo, 
Chet Roble, Ann Reiling, The Music 
Men (3); no minimum, no cover. 


Entering its third year of operation 
this unique North Side theatre-bar 
continues with consistently good 
shows furnished by booker ‘Tweet’ 
Hogan and backed up by Chet Roble, 
pianist and musical director, who has 
been here since spot’s opening. 

Current bill is headed by Law- 
rence Salerno, local radio fave, on 
one of his frequent personal appear- 
ances and is emceed in workmanlike 
manner by Gene Fields. Musical 
accompaniments usually furnished 
by Sid Fisher were done by a three- 
piece pick-up band, under Roble’s 
direction, on the night caught’ Ann 
Reiling, personable pianist and ac- 
cordionist, dishes out the intermis- 
sion tunes. 

Mel Cardo delivers an expert line 
of magic in the opening spot. He 
excels in card manipulations and 
deft handling of the pasteboards and 
skillful sleight-of-hand work which 
baffled the customers. Also does 
rope and silk tricks supplemented by 
an amusing line of chatter. Went 
over nicely. 

McIntyre Sisters harmonize on 
‘Paper Doll,’ ‘If You Please,’ ‘My 
Buddy,’ ‘Bye, Bye, Baby,’ ‘Put Your 
Arms Around Me, Honey’ and other 
tunes in an acceptable, although not 
always true, harmony style, and 
clicked. Quartet makes a neat ap- 
pearance but lacks personality. 

Gene Fields, besides emceeing the 
bill, makes good impression with 
imitations of Fred Allen, Charles 
Boyer, Ink Spots, Peter Lorre, Henry 
Aldrich, President Roosevelt, Jerry 
Colonna and others, all tied up with 
gage and comedy talk. Wound up a 

it. 

Lawrence Salerno sticks to musi- 
cal comedy and operetta tunes. Did 
‘One Alone,’ ‘Without a Song,’ ‘Yours 
Is My Heart Alone,’ ‘Vagabond Song’ 
and ‘Road to Mandalay’ and others 
which he puts over to heavy ap- 
plause. 

Entire company join in the finale, 
‘Stout Hearted Men.’ Morg. 


Flame Room. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 15. 
Joe Porretta Orch (5), Marjorie 
Garretson; $1.50-$2 min. 


Marjorie Garretson, singing come- 
dienne, on her third Twin City en- 
gagem@nt packs the room nightly, a 
fact which attests to her local popu- 
larity. In both Minneapolis and St. 
Paul she has built up a large follow- 
ing which she never has let down. 
An excellent entertainer, she again 
holds patrons for a full half-hour 
through a combination of artistry 
and personality that helps her to 
make the most of first-rate material. 

On this visit, Miss Garretson 
brings several new numbers to aug- 
ment old favorites. Fashioned by 


with clever risque 
them are the song-story 
who teaches the douzhboy some 
things he never knew before. ‘It 
Didn’t Take Me Long to Get Wise,’ 
and ‘Elizabeth the Queen.’ No Gar- 
retson performance would be com- 
plete here without those tunes which 
are standout with her and the im- 
pression of Sophie Tucker doing 
‘Some of These Days.’ They’re the 
usual hits once more. Demonstrating 
ability to put over straight numbers, 
she scores with a medley of current 
faves. 

At her piano and with the Porretta 


lyrics. Among 
of the girl 


Val Olman Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Lu-Cellia 
Corday & Triano 
David Brooks 
Irene Hawthorne 
Dale Belmont 
Marion Niles 
Village Barr 
Dick Thomas 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Cerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee’s J! 
Village Vang: 
Albinny Jones 
Ginger Dulo 


Joe Thomas 3 
Wive) 

Bob Lee 

Carmen Montoya 

Tommy Hayden 

Mile. Hildeen 

Gertrude Hild 

The Paulens 

Harry Horton Ore 
Zanzibar 

Maurice Rocco 

Sonny 

Bill Bailey 

Ada Brown 

Patterson & Jacks’n 

Tops & Wilda 


Sabby Lewis Orch 


Gwen Tyne. Canay’s Bd 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 50 


orch accompaniment, Miss Garretson 
shows the necessary style and tech- 
nique to rob the most sophisticated 
lyrics of offensiveness. It’s all done 
with a a good humor and 
provides all the floorshow necessary 
in this small, intimate room. 


The Porretta society orchestra also 
contributes considerably, and ac- 
counts, to a great extent, for the 
brisk business. It’s the second time 
here for Porretta, a top saxophonist 
as well as conductor, he has a new 
crew which measures up fully to its 
predecessor. He confines himself to 
the soft, sweet, danceable stuff. He 
leaves the swing fans out in the cold 
with his popular and Latin music. 
The combination of sax, electric 
guitar, bass,.piano and drums seems 
ideal for his purposes. 

Standing room at late show caught, 

Rees. 


New Acts 


BERNIE WEST 
Mimic 

14 Mins. 

Le Reuban Bleu, N. Y. 


Bernie West is a comer. A young- 
ster with an ingratiating rostrum 
personality, he seems slated for fast 
company when once he gets into the 
groove with some more professional 
material. 

Some of West’s stuff is boff right 
now, but it’s just a question of some 
of it not measuring up to bigtime 
standards. He has a nifty facility for 
propelling his personality, plus a 
glibness that seems to rate him 
prime, eventually, for the varieties. 
For radio his material will have to 
be carefully selected in view of the 
invariable sight angles for any act of 
his type. 

West's takeoff on a radio commer- 
cial is not entirely new, but he’s an 
example of an improvement upon his 
predecessors on this type of stuff. He 
does a satire on singers that’s also 
strong, as is the one on motion pic- 
tures. His encore could have been 
more solid, leaving ’em with that 
want-more impression; it’s a ques- 
tion of the laughs spaced too far 
apart in that number, a satire on 
health lecturers. 

But, withal, an act who will rate 
fast company with proper handling. 

Kahn, 


AL ROBINSON 
Ventriloquist 

22 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 


Drawn out over an interminable 
stretch, this ventro turn is a paradox 
of precise execution and _ tedious, 
inane monolog. Robinson’s stock in 
trade, apparently, is the adlib, which 
he resorts to at regular intervals, 
trading bon mots and chaff with the 
ringside customers. His alaver, 
more often than not, is pointless, de- 
pending on glibness rather than wit 
for its effect. 

Robinson’s alter ego stint will take 
a decided turn for the better if and 
when he resorts to a prepared script 
with strong comedic overtones. This 
might also include ‘ ‘extemporaneous” 
stuff, for flirting with the payees is a 
smart angle if the monolog is bright 
enough to carry itself. As it stands 
now, this is just another ventro spiel 
of the weaker genus. 


PENNY BANCROFT 
Songs 


|9 Mins. 
| Village Barn, N. Y. 


| 


Held for seven weeks at the Barn, 
Penny Bancroft is an acceptable tril- 
ler, albeit undistinguished in both 
styie and delivery. When caught, 
routine consisted of “Oh, What a 
Beautiful Morning,” “Falling in Love 
With Love” and “Either Too Young 
or Too Old.” 

Singer received pleasing response 
in first two numbers, but was defi- 
nitely out of her orbit in finale. 


| She’s at her best in the semi-classical 


Mack Maurada, the numbers sparkle | 


genre. 


POP BROWNING TRIO 
Songs, Instrumental, Dancing 
7 Mins. 
Village Barn, N. Y. 

Trio is garbed in yokel outfits, be- 
fitting an act given over to sundry 
harmonica wheezings, guitar solos 


|}and an overt attempt at a tap dance. 


Browning himself intones on the har- 
monica with his male sidekick syn- 
chronizing a guitar and harmonica 
bit. Femme member essays the 
dance. 

Turn lacks substance and polish. 
Overall effect is woebegone, a fact 
reflected in trio’s bowoff when 
caught. 


THE PAULENS (2) 
Dancing 

6 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 


Young, personable dance team was 
0 ably nervous when caught and 
shaky in its routine. Opening with a 
conventional ballroom turn, couple 
segues into a fast number and finales 
in rhumba time. 

Nascent ability fs there and, with 
more deft routining, The Paulens 


/ should come into their own. 
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Out-of-Towners Boost Grosses; 
“Jackpot” Looks Very Good, $27,000, 
“Inn” Up, “Over 21” SRO 19156 


Broadway business was sizzling 
last week. Influx continued, with 
buyers preponderant. For some years 
salesmen visited key spots to sell 
merchandise. but now merchants 
must come to the metropolis, and 
even then don’t get all the materials 
sought. It explains the rush to New 
York. as was true periodically before 
the depression. Hotels were 100% 
occupied for the last half of the 
week, incoming men in uniform add- 
ing to the crush. Naturally even 
shows of moderate rating were Ca- 
pacity by Saturday. 

“Jackpot” for its first full 
(although one matinee was can- 
celled) indicates new musical has 
good chance. Two straight plays of 
recent arrival picked up. “Storm 
Operation” is only one of newer crop 
to quickly drop out, it closing this 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“4 Connecticut Yankee,” Beck 
(10th week) (M-1.214; $4.40). While 
no improvement here. this one held 
its own: rated around $21,000, and 
should stick into spring. 

“Angel Street,” Golden (111th 
week) (D-789: $3.30). Staying at 
profitable level: last week business 
further improved, with takings over 
$10.000. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(159th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Also 
topped $10,000; has started Sunday 
performances, and this week should 
see gross go upward further. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (8th 
week) (O-1,900; $4. 40). Nearly $44,- 
000; Broadway's top grosser v irtually 
selling out all performances: theatre 
parties have increased the ticket de- 
mand. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst. (32d 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Underesti- 
mated: strong pace of musical indi- 
cates engagement will go well into 
spring period; quoted around $24,000. 

“Harriet,” Miller (39th week) (D- 
940: $3.80). Substantial grosser right 
along. although not the capacity 
draw of last week: rated over $14,000. 

“Jackpot,” Alvin (lst week) (M- 
1,327: $4.40). Flock of parties booked 
for this musical: missed one matinee 
because a leading player, Jerry Les- 
ter, was detained through induction 
examination: quoted over $27.000, and 
would have bettered $30,000 but for 
refunds. 

“Janie,” Mansfield (7ist week) (C- 


week 


1.001: $2.20). At reduced prices, 
holdover comedy, with new deal 
made for theatre, expected to stick 


into spring; $7,000. 


“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (44th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Was off prior 
to holidays, but has come back 


around $15,000 claimed last 
not capacity, but plenty profit- 


strongly; 
week; 
able. 


“Life With Father,” Empire (217th 


week) (D-1,082; $3.30). 
getting fairly good money 
along, with last week's takings quot- 
ed well over $14.000. 

“Lovers and Friends,” 
(8th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). 
capacity, and the weekly 
proximates $23,000; aimed 
spring. 


Run leader 
right 


Plymouth 
Close to 
gross ap- 
into late 


“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden 


ing 10th month and still drawing ex- | 


cellent grosses; went up over $16,000. 

“The Duke in Darkness,” Play- 
house (D-865; $3.30). Presented by 
Alex Cohen and Joseph Kipniss: 
written by Patrick Hamilton; opened 
Monday (24); weak press. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(25th week) (R-712: $3.30). Another 
of season's winners that has bounced 
back to sellout attendance; quoted 
around $14,500. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (37th 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Has passed 
the half-vear mark and still making 
good: Chicago company also climb- 
ing; $10,500 quoted. 

“Victory Belles,” 
Closed Saturday after 
in red: talk of reopening; 
two nights last week for 
terial. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (D-1.064; $3.30). 
Presented by Meyer Davis; first pro- 
duction on his own; written by Mary 
Orr and Reginald Denham: was liked 
out of town; opens tonight (26). 


Ambassador. 
11 weeks: far 
laid off 
new ma- 


“Winged Victory.” 44th Street 
(10th week) (D-1,509; $4.40). Def- 
initely playing into spring: capacity 


Army Air Force drama getting close 
to $37,000. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,’ Imperial (43d 
week) (R-1,327; $4.40). Moved here 
yesterday (25) from Winter Garden; 
longest-staying “Follies” climbed to 
big money again lately; up further 
last week to $38,000. 

REVIVALS 


“Merry Widow,” Majestic (25th 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). One of the 
season’s winners and still in the 


money; last week estimated $26,000. 

“Othello,” Shubert (13th week) (D- 
1,325: $3.30). Engagement cleaning 
up, close to $24.000 weekly. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(D-1,154; $3.30). Presented by Carly 
Wharton and Margaret Webster: 
Chekhov drama opened last night 
(25) with Eva Le Gallienne and Jo- 
seph Schildkraut. 

EXTRA 

“Hollywood Ice Revue,” 
Sq. Garden. Sonja Henie skating 
show got $182.000 in first five show- 
ings at $4.40; was going clean by 


Friday night. 
“Our Town,” City Center (D-2,693; 


$1.65). Held for third week after 
topping $13,000; fair in big spot; 


closes this Saturday. 


“Hayride” 1176 


For Boston Run 


Boston, Jan. 25. 

Four shows moved out and four 
moved in this week, those leaving 
having done okay by themselves (ex- 
cepting “Peepshow’’), and those com- 
ing in opening very big without ex- 
ception. Spring weather and general 
rising volume of biz partiy respon- 
sible, but the Hub remains, as al- 
ways, partial to stage offerings, and 
will go, as a rule, for anything. 

“Mexican Hayride,” sellout through- 
out its 25-day run, took an estimated 
$117,000 on its tryout here, and 


(M-1.523; $5.50). Presented by Mi-| moved out of the Shubert Saturday 
chae!l Todd; musical drew big grosses | (22), to open at the Winter Garden, 
out of town and very well regarded;| N. Y., Thursday (27). “Chegry Or- 


opens Friday (28). 


“Oklahoma,” St. James (43d week) | sesh and finished strong, also on Sat- 
(M-1.520; $4.40). Wonder show ofjurday (22). “Peepshow.” hit by 
many seasons continues to sell out] mixed notices. never caught on. and | 
all performances, with limit of! retired for repairs. Katherine Dun- | 
standees in: $30,600. | ham’s “Tropical Revue,” however, | 

“One Touch of 46th Street | caught on big despite censorship | 
(16th week) (M;1,347; $4.40). Moved | grief. 
here from tadeeiar Monday (24):} “Jacobowsky and the Colonel” and 
also has been drawing houses of | “Family Carnovsky” are in the off- 
standee size: over $35,500. ing. 

“Over 21,” Music Box (3d week) Estimates for Last week 
(C-1,001: $3.30). One of the season’s}| “Cherry Orchard,” Wilbur (1,300: 
good things; capacity since opening, | $2.75). Class show clicked big to 
$19.500. gain throughout fortnight session, 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Rovale (3d; ending on Sat. (21) with estimated 
week) (CD-996: $3.30). Climbed to/| $15,000, 2d week. “Decision” opened 
around claimed $13.000, and arrears here Mon, (24). 
to have good chance to click. “Mexican Hayride,” Shubert (1,500: 

“Suds in Your Eve,” Forrest (2d | $3.85-$4.40 Sats). Finished sellout 
week) (C- - 060: $3.30). Also should! as it began, at estimated $31,000 plus, 
make grad - laug th show quoted over | top at scale. Show took an estimated 
$9,000; mov: d here from Cort. $117,000 in two days short of a 

“Stars on Ice,” Center (77th week) | month. “Rosalinda” here now. 

(repeat date) (R-3.000: $1.65). “Peepshow,” Plymouth (1,424; 


though “Hollywood Ice. Revue” 
current at Madison Square Clerten. 


this ice revue went up last week: 
claimed over $25,000. 

“Storm Operation,’ Belasco ‘D-1.- 
097: $3.30). Final and 3d week: war 
play opened mildly and did not! 
climb: rated around $8,009. 

“The Doughgirls.” Lyceum (56th | 


week) (C-997; $3.30). Back to cavac- 
itv gait w ith ero: s not far from 
$17,000; long-running laugh play 


should run into summer. 


‘The Voice of the Turtle,’ Morcsco 


(7th week) (CD-995: $3.85). 
scale for three-person play 
capacity all performane¢s: 
sent total to nearly $22,000. 


High 
but 
standees 


it’s | 


chard” built throughout its two-week 


$2.75). Remained about same, esti- 
| mated $8,000 for second week. Show 
| to lay off tempor arily for revision. 
“House in Paris” here now. 
“Tropical Revue,” Opera House (3,- 
500: $3.30). Katherine Dunham dance 
show great estimated $23,600, seven 
| performances, plus one-night stand in 
Providence for an estimated $4.000. 
| Show had censorship problem, but 
'b.o. not affected. Gilbert and Sulli- 
van Co. here for repertory now. 


“PORGY” BOFF 11G, BUFF 


Buffalo, Jan. 25. 
“Porgy and Bess” in four perform- | 
ances at the Erlanger last week at 


‘Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore | $2.26 top tallied an estimated dandy 


(41st week) (D-1,064: $3.30). Enter- 


$11,000. 


Madison | 


(Jan, 26-Feb. 3) 

“Abie’s Irish Rose”—Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (26); High School, 
|New Britain, Conn. (27); Victoria, 
Greenfield, Mass. (28-29); Shubert, 
New Haven (31-5). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Aud., 
Pueblo, Col. (26); Capitol, Salt Lake 
ae ty (28); Belasco, Los Angeles (31- 


| Current Road Shows 


Family” (“What a Life’) 
| —Davidson. Milwaukee (26-20); 
American, St. Louis (31-5). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Aud., Salina. Kans. (27); Shrine Aud., 
|}Oklahoma City (29); Convention 
| Hall, Tulsa (30); Robinson Aud., Lit- 
‘tle Rock (1); Aud., Memphis (2); Ry- 
iman Aud., Nashville (3); Temple, 
Birmingham (5). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (26-3). 

“Blithe Spirit’—Omaha, Omaha 
(26); Music Hall, Kansas City (27-29); 
Arcadia, Wichita (31); Aud., Denver 
(2-3); Capitol, Salt Lake City (8). 

“Blossom Time”—kKarlton, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. (26); State, Harris- 
burg (27): Lyric, Allentown, Pa. (28); 
Memorial Aud., Trenton (29); Lyrie, 
Richmond (31-2); Academy of Music, 
Roanoke, (3); Munic. Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (4); Memorial 
Aud., Louisville (5). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)-—Cass, 
Detroit (26-29): Hartman, Columbus, 
O. (31-2); English, Indianapolis (3-3). 


“Corn Green’—Geary, San 
Francisco (26-5). 
“Curtain Time” (vaude)—Curran, 
San Francisco (26-5), 
Boston (26-5). 
“Doughgirls” (2d Co.) — Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (26-29); Shea’s, 
Erie, Pa. (31); Shea's, Bradford, Pa. 
(1); Shea’s, Jamestown, N. Y. (2); 
Colonial, Akron (3); Park, Youngs- 
town (4-5). 
“Doughgirls” (3d 
Philadelphia (26-5), 
“Fiesta”—Royal 
ronto (31-5). 
Gilbert and Sullivan—Boston Opera 
House, Boston (26-3). 


“Good Night, Ladies”—Blackstone, 
(26-5). 

“House in Paris”—Plymouth, 
ton (26-29). 

“Icecapades”—Uline Arena, Wash- 
ington (26-3); Arena, New Haven (4- 
5). 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel’— 
Shubert, New Haven (27-29) (pre- 
miere); Plymouth, Boston (31-B). 

“Jane Eyre” —Lyric, Bridgeport, 
Conn. (26); Bushnell Aud., Hartford 
(27); Playhouse, Wilmington (28-29). 

“Janie”—Lafayette, Detroit (31-5). 

“Junior Miss’—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (26-5). 

“Kiss and Tell” 
Chicago (26-5). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—National, 
Washington (26-29); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (31-5). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Munic. 
Aud., Long Beach, Cal. (26-27); Ju- 
nior College Aud., Ventura, Cal. (29); 
Russ Aud., San Diego (30-31); White, 
Fresno (2); Senior High School, Sac- 
ramento (3); Aud., Oakland (4-5). 


Co.) — Walnut, 


Alexandra, To- 


Bos- 


(2d Go.)—Harris, 


“Life with Father’ (2d Co.)— 
Temple, Saginaw, Mich. (26); Michi- 
gan, Lansing (27); Keith's, Grand 
| Rapids (28-29); Cass, Detroit (31-5). 
“New Meet the People”—Assist- 
jance League Playhouse, Hollywood 
| (26-5). 
| “Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 


Chicago (26-5). 
“Patriots”—Nixon, Pittsburgh (26- 
29); Hanna, Cleveland (31-5). - 
“Porgy and Bess”—Taft Aud., Cin- 


leinnati (26- 29); Ford's, Baltimore 
(31-5). 

|_ “Rosalinda”—Shubert, Boston (26- 


“Something for the Boys”—Forrest,. 


Philadelphia (26-5). 

“Sons o’ Fun”—Civic Opera House 
(26-5). 

“Student Prinee”—Ford’s alti 
more (26-29); National, Washington 
(31-5). 

“Tobacco Road”—American St 
Louls (26-29); Erlanger, Buffalo (31- 


| 6). 
“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
| Selwyn, Chicago (26-5). 


“Yours for Fun”’—Music Box, Hol- 
| ly wood (26-5), 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Thank You, Svoboda”—John C. 
| Wilson. 
| “Right Next te Broadway” (“Spe- 
cial K. Paley. 

“Take It As If Comes”—Armin L. 


Robinson. 


Mildred Webber has returned, af- 
ter a leave of absence, to the legit 

| department of the William Morris 

| Agency. 


| Stand at the Biltmore Sunday 


| 


| 


| days. 


“Sons” Booms to $48,500, “Family” 
9G, “Kiss” “Okla.” SRO 306 


“Blossom Time” Hardy 
$21,500 in Detroit 


Detroit, Jan, 25. 

Back for the 20th time, “Blossom 
Time” proved a hardy perennial at 
the Cass, where it stacked up $21.500 
in its first week at a $2.65 top. The 
perpetual moneygetter here got an 
added boost through the local Bar- 
bara Scully in one of the lead roles. 
It stays for another week. before 
“Life With Father’ moves into the 
house for two weeks. 

“The Aldrich Family” held up to a 
ood $8,200 in its fourth week at the 
afayette under the popular-priced 
policy of $1.65 top. The house goes 
dark until Friday (28), when “Janie” 
moves in. 


356 
Philly Wk. 


Philadelphia, Jan, 25. 

Philly’s long run of unbroken biz 
in the city’s three regular legit 
houses seems set to be broken when 
the Walnut goes dark Feb. 3 follow- 
ing a successful six-week engage- 
ment of “The Doughgirls.” House 
will relight on the 14th with the The- 
atre Guild’s new one, “Jacobowsky 
and the Colonel,” in for a fortnight. 
Up to now, Forrest, Walnut and Lo- 
cust have been solidly booked with- 
out dark weeks since they opened 
around Labor Day. 

Last week's biz was very hand- 
some. Easy leader was Michael 
Todd’s “Something for the Boys,” 
which got its expected hoist in its 
second week and skated up to nearly 
$35,000. First week was underesti- 
mated. Musical has added two weeks 
to its skedded three, carrying it up 
to Feb. 14 when “The Student 
Prince” comes in for another two 
weeks’ return. “Porgy and Bess,” 
booked for two weeks starting next 
Monday, was cancelled and will 
probably come in later in the winter 
or early spring, probably not to the 
Forrest, however. This house gets 
the musical tryout. “Allah Be 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Thousands of conventioners and 
out-of-towners gave all boxoffices a 
boost last week and grosses picked 
up considerably. “Sons o° Fun” 
boomed to a new high of $48.500 at 
the Civic Opera House, and “3 Is a 
Family” made a nice gain at the 
Civic theatre next door to hit $10,500. 
“Oklahoma” continues a sellout at 
the Erlanger with $30,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Gilbert and Sullivan Company,” 
Studebaker (2d week) (1,400; $2.75), 
Closed two-week engagement Satur- 
day (22) to $15,000. 


“Good Night Ladies.” Blackstone 


(93d week) (1,200; $2.75). Enjoved 
nice increase to $15,000. 
“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (37th 


week) (1,000; $2.75). 
others: nearly $17,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (10th week) 
(1,400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

“3 Is a Family,” Civic (4th week) 
(900; $2.75). Building. best week 
since opening, almost $9,000. 

“Sons o’ Fun,” Civic Opera House 
(3d week) (3,600; $3.30). Biggest 
business in town, $48,500. 

“Tomorrow the World,” 
(11th week) (1,000; $2.75). 
to $15,000. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” 
Northern (9th week) (1,400; 
Sticking around $10,000. 


“ARSENIC” WOW $26, 900 
IN 7 MIDWEST SHOWS 


Kansas City, Jan. 235. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” company, 
headed by Boris Karloff, did smash 
biz by grossing over $26,500 for seven 
performances in Municipal Auditori- 
um last week. House scaled at $2.86 
top. Show played three one nighters 
before reaching this stand. 


Improved with 


Selwyn 
Upswing 


Great 


$2.75). 


“Doughgirls” Rousing 
$18,400, Balto Repeat 


Baltimore, Jan. 25. 
Returning to the scene of its pre- 
Broadway trial, “Doughgirls” caught 
on in rousjng style at Ford’s last 
week, drawing a swell estimated $18,- 
400. “Student Prince,” in currently, 
built a surprisingly strong advance. 

and is pointing to a rousing total. 


Praised” after the “Prince” (open- 
ing Wednesday, March 1. according | 
to present plans) and then “Rosa- | 
linda.” 

Only opening prior to the pair on 
Feb. 14 is “Abie’s Irish Rose,” which 
comes to the Locust for an indefinite 
stay starting Feb. 7. It will follow 
the fortnight’s stay, of “Tropical Re- 
vue,” which bowed in last night with 
a fair advance but figures to build 
on word-of-mouth and notices. 

Although way under figure set by 

“Something for the Girls,” which has 
a $3.99 top with $4.56 Saturdays, both 
Locust and Walnut turned in nice 
attendance records last week. Mever 
Davis’ tryout, “Wallflower,” got fine 
notices with one possible exception 
and plenty of fav@rable comment. It 
jumped from $10,000 to more than 
$15,000 in its second and final week 
at the Locust, while “The Dough- 
girls’ repdrted aim®dst $13,000 for its 
fourth stanza at the Walnut. Both 
shows have a $2.85 b top. 


“Kiss” $15, 000 i in " A. 
Finale, “Fun” Good 106 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. | 
Miss” took up a repeat | 
night | 
“Kiss and 
which finished four-week run 
sweet $15,000 for final seven | 


“Junior 


(23), following close of 
Tell,” 
with 


Mativaraod leg continues bright, | 
with Ken Het s “Blackouts” run- |} 
|ning up another $14,000 for the 83d 
week after the same last week. 
“Yours for Fun. ” at the Music Box, is 
finally seeing black, clocking profit- 
able $10,000 for the 13th week. “New | 
Meet the People” is preparing to | 
move io larger house from small 
Assistance League spot. and should 
hit approximately $3.000 for its 26th 
week, 


“Kiss” 2136, Wash. 


Washington, Jan, 25. 
“Kiss and Tell” in its first eight | 


performances at the National theatre | 


grossed estimated $21.500, represent- | 
ing capacity for all performances | 
after Tuesday (18). Second week | 
should be better, as George Abbott | 
comedy has definitely caught on. | 

Two Sunday shows were cancelied | 
to give the “Command Performance” | 
(“Voice of the Turtle”) right of way. | 


“PRINCE” 106, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Jan. 25. 
“Student Prince” played Shubert 
last weekend (20-22), and in four 
shows at $2.75 top ap- 
proximately sturdy $19,000 


| two weeks stanza prior 


of a 


Set to follow is a rather quick re- 
peat of “Porgy and Bess.” which 
fared well earlier in the | season, 


“Blithe Spirit” Fane 
$15,500 in St. Loo Wk. 


St: Louis. Jan. 25. 

Noel “Blithe Spirit” 
wound up a one-week stand at the 
American theatre Saturday (22), and, 
With 1,700-seat house scaled to $2.80, 
eight performances grabbed swell 
$15,500. Stiff opposish, particularly 
from “Skating Vanities.” which drew 
an opening-night house of 7,500, 
encountered 

“Tobacco Road” is back again for 
the 10th time since 1935, and started 
its 14th week in St. Louis Sunday 
(23). This engagement, in which John 
Barton again has the role of Jeeter 
Lester, is advertised as “positively 
the last engagement in this city.” The 
house is scaled to $1.65, and there’s a 
good advgnee. 


“House in Paris’ NSG 
$5,100 in Toronto 


Was 


Toronto, Jan. 25 

“Meet the Navy” did a second 
week's smash business here, with the 
Victoria raking in another $17,000 
as 1,924-seater scaled at $2.50 top. 
Latter half of week saw four-deevo 
| lineups for all performances. “Navy” 
easily grossed close to $35,000 for the 


to its trans- 
Canada trek to the Coast. 

“House in Paris” didn’t have muc 
chance, poo: 2 100, at Royal 
Alexandra at $2:50 top. 


“Patriots” $15,000, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Jan. 25 
Walter Hampden in “Patriots” last 
week grossed estimated $15,000 at the 
I, 300-seat Cox at $2.75 top. 
“Porgy and Bess” tenants the 2 2.500 
seat Taft theatre theast half of th 
week. Top is $2.75. 


San Carlo $8,200, Mpls. 


Minneapolis. Jan. 25. 
Playing two nights and a matinee, 
San Carlo Opera Co. drew practical 
ly capacity houses to the 2,100-sea 
Lyceum last week. -Scaled at $2.20 
top. the attraction grossed a fine 
$38.°00. 
™5ough business has been excel- 
] house has only one more book- 
ing for remainder of season, “Blithe 
Spirit.” in March. Manager Leo 
Murray is in Chicago this week sec- 
ing if he can persuade the powers to 
take better care of the Twin Cities. 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1944 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 53 


N.Y. Drama Critics’ Boxscore 


(AS OF JAN. 22, 1944) 


(Key td abbreviations: SR (shows 


reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 


O (no opinion clearly expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


SR. R. Ww. Pet. 
LEWIS NICHOLS (Times) 41 37 902 
LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM) ........ 37 33 2 2 .892 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) .......... 40 33 825 
WARD MOREHOUSE (Sun) ............ 33 27 4 2 818 
HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune)... 39 31 1 
JOHN CHAPMAN (News) ........... cae 29 7 1 .784 
WILELLA WALDORF (Post) ..... Peas 39 30 8 1 .769 
ROBERT GARLAND (Journal-American) 36 24 8 4 .667 
BURTON RASCOE (World-Telegram) ... 36 22 13 1 611 
“VARIETY” (Combined) ........... 36 .857 


Nichols (Times) Leads N. Y. Critics 


In “Variety” Score 


At Half-Year Mark 


Lewis Nichols, of_the N. Y. Times, 
leads the. field at the midseason 
mark in the “Variety” boxscore of 
the drama critics of New York 
dailies. He has a percentage of .902, 
based on 37 correct verdicts out of 


41 shows caught, for the period from 
June 1, 1943, through last Saturday 
(22). Nichols was in second place at 
midseason last year, but subse- 
quently dropped to third in the final 
standings. 

Louis Kronenberg is second in the 
list at the midseason mark, with a 
percentage of .892 on 33 correct 
guesses in 37 shows reviewed. He 
was in first place at the midmark 
last year, but was subsequently over- 
taken by Richard Lockridge, at that 
time critic for the Sun. 

Robert Coleman, of the Mirror, is 
in third place among the critics, with 
an .825 percentage on 33 right deci- 
sions in 40 shows caught. He is fol- 
lowed by Ward Morehouse, who is 
subbing as critic for the Sun while 
Lockridge is on leave of absence in 
the Navy. Morehouse has a percent- 
age of .818 on 27 corrects in 33 shows 
reviewed. 

Howard Barnes, of 
Tribune, is next with a .795 figure on 
31 rights in 39 tries, followed by 


the Herald | 


Mantle, with a percentage of .784 on| 
29 corrects in 37 times. Next comes | 
Wilella Waldorf, of the Post, with a| 
.769 rating on 30 rights in 39 shows! 
caught. At the bottom of the list are| 
Robert Garland, who several months | 
ago succeeded the late John Ander-|! 
son on the Journal-American, with a| 
.667 figure for 24 corrects in 36 tries, 
and Burton Rascoe, of the World- 
Telegram, with a .611 mark for 22 
rights in 36 attempts. 


The combined reviewers of “Va-! 
riety” have not done too well during 
the same period. They have rung up 
an .857 mark on 36 smart guesses out 
of 42 shows covered. 


“Winged Victory” Ends 
B’way Stay on March 6, 
Then to Coast for Film 


According to the present plans, 
“Winged Victory,” Army Air Forces’ 
drama at the 44th Street, N. Y., will 
conclude its Broadway engagement 
on March 6. The Moss Hart epic was 
originally slated for a limited date. 

“Victory” is playing to capacity, 
although in the 11th week, with indi- 
cations of selling out for the dura- 
tion of the engagement. AAF show | 
is making an approximate profit of | 
$25,000 weekly, which goes to the 
Army Emergency Fund. Theatre is 
faring well, too.+ “Victory” is play- 
ing percentage and it is reliably re- 
ported that the house share is around 
$10,000 weekly, indicating that the 
sharing terms are higher than usual 
for an attraction of the kind. “This 
Is the Army,” when at the Broad- 
way, N. Y., last year, was on a rental 
basis, which accounted for a much 
higher profit##the larger seating ca- | 
pacity, too, being a factor. 

It is expected that the “Victory” 
outfit will be jumped to the Coast, 
after winding up on Broadway, for 
the picture version, and when the 
filming is finished, will play back 
east, visiting key stands. Hart has 
been in Hollywood for some weeks 
Preparing the picture version. Lt. 
Irving P. Lazar, who was with him 
on the Coast, returned to the show's 
Management Saturday (22), while 
Lt. Benjamin Landis, also of the 
show’s exec personnel, will go to the 
Coast to work on the picture with 
Hart on the 20th-Fox lot. 


| tionnaire to. all 


The Sucker List? 


Those published lists of “lim- 
ited partners” in new legit ven- 
tures is fast becoming a sucker 
or tap list for sundry other pro- 
moters. 

They call up with all sorts of 
ventures and  money-raising 
ideas. 


ATAM Still at Odds 
On Several Points 
In Mgrs. Accord 


Although the major issue of in- 
creased pay was disposed of last sea- 
son in favor of the Association of 
Theatrical Agents and Managers, 
there are points at issue in the basic 
agreement with the producers which 
have not been disposed of. Latest 


| dispute between ATAM and the! investment bankers, must pay $50,- 
John Chapman, in his first season as| League of New York Theatres con-| 900 to Michael Myerberg, legit pro-| 
the News reviewer, succeeding Burns | cerns the right of producers to skip | 


payment of salary for the layoff 


weeks before Christmas and Easter. 

Principally affected are shows on 
the road, and while it is more or 
less customary to lay off at such 
times without salary liability to ac- 
tors, it is contended by ATAM that 
its people are on the job anyhow 
and therefore should be paid. That 
particularly applies to agents in ad- 
vance of road shows. 

An agent who publicized an at- 
traction which has been averaging 
more than $5,000 profit weekly was 
told by one manager that there 
would be no salary for the week be- 


fore Christmas because the show 
was aark. He promptly resigned. 
The p.a. is rated an ace man, and 


despite the apparent shortage of 
agents and managers, the manager 
with the show was ordered not to 
pay him for that week. 

Mattter was placed before ATAM, 
union thereupon sending out a ques- 
members asking 
whether or not they were paid for 
the layoff week. 


Ada May, Lester Allen 


In Coast Stage Revue 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Lester Allen and Ada May, former 
Broadway stars, have been signed 
for the in “Pin Ups of 1944,” 
stage revue to be produced by Chelle 
Janis, who recently withdrew from 
the Left Bank theatre and is hunting 
another local house for the new pro- 
duction. 

Musical is being scored by Eubie 
Blake-and Patricia Johnston. 


Gun Rap Holds Haakon 


A domestic quarrel resulted in 


leads 


' Paul Haakon’s arrest on the charge 


of illegal possession of firearms, 
Sunday (23). Neighbors hearing 
screams emanate from his New 


York apartment, called in police, 
who assertedly found Mrs. Sheila 
Haakon, a former showgirl, beating 
Haakon on the head with the butt 
of a gun. They arrested the bleeding 
Haakon and booked him for viola- 
tion of the Sullivan act. 

Bail was set at $500 after Haakon 
waived a hearing in Felony Court. 
He’s scheduled to open Friday (28) 
in Mike Todd’s “Mexicaii Hayride” 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y. 


Adrian Plans to Revise 
‘Belles’ for Reopening; 


AG Rental Doubled Gross 


After ekeing out an engagement of 
10 weeks, with interruptions by the 
process of guaranteeing the house, 
“Victory Belles” stopped at the Am- 
bassador, N. Y., Saturday (22). 
Understood the  theatre’s rental 
period includes this week, attraction 
having paid the Shuberts, who op- 
erate the Ambassador, $4,000 weekly. 
That is said to be almost double the 
show’s weekly gross. Henry Adrian, 
who produced “Belles,” is now in 
the Army but is reported planning to 
reopen the play when the script is 
revised, if not, sending it to Chicago. 

After a dispute with Michael 
Myerberg over remaining at the 
Mansfield when the show opened, 
Equity assented to a salary slice but 
the original pay guarantee money 
was kept on deposit with the asso- 
ciation, Therefore there was enough 
coin in Equity hands to pay an ad- 
ditional two weeks to the cast, in lieu 
of closing notice. 

Adrian wrote a complaint to 
Equity, alleging “unprofessional” 
conduct by Barbara Bennett, who 
was summarily dismissed the previ- 
ous week, along with her husband 
Addison Randall. Equity did not re- 
gard the letter to be an actual 
charge against the actress and Adrian 
is said to have decided to drop the 
case, 

Principal backer of “Belles” was 
Mrs. P. M. Elliott. She’s said fo be| 
the widow of a member of the Un-| 
derwood, Elliott, Fisher Co., type- 
writer distributors. Mrs. Fisher 


claimed to have put $95,000 into 
“Belles,” while Adrian countered by 
stating that while the show was in 
| the red for that amount, the widow’s 
share was but 25%. Adrian added 
that he, Alice Gerstenberg, who 
wrote the play, and three others put 
coin into the show. 


Myerberg Wins $50,000 
Suit Vs. Disney, Bankers 


Walt Disney Productions, Inc., and | 
Kidder, Peabody & Co., Wall street 


“Jackpot, “Carmen Jones” Jammed 


By Draft Snag, Double Ticket Sale 


Quiet “Oklahoma” 


Oscar Hammerstein, II, who 
wrote the libretto of “Carmen 
Jones,’ entered the Broadway 
during the double-sale-of-tickets 
confusion last Thursday (20). He 
wanted to observe the perform- 
ance and make a few notes for 
possible changes. 

Bob Milford, company man- 
ager of “Carmen,” eased the au- 
thor out of a side exit with the 
suggestion: “Go to some nice 
quiet place; ‘Oklahoma,’ for in- 
stance.” Hammerstein also wrote 
the book of that show. 


Bway “Hayride” 
At $5.50 Top Is 
Highest in 12 Yrs. 


For the first time in 12 years Broad- 
way has a musical show with a box- 
office top of $5.50, it being “Mexican 
Hayride,” opening at the Winter 
Garden Friday (28). In the interim 
musical comedies and revues were 
$4.40, excessive production § costs 


ered, although operating costs have 
increased steadily. Operettas and 
some musicals have been $3.30 top. 


For the past year or so some $4.40 
musicals have been charging $5.50 on 
Friday and Saturday nights, such 
shows including “Ziegfeld Follies” 
(switched this week from Winter 
Garden to the Imperial), “Something 
For the Boys” (now on tour) and 
“One Touch of Venus” (switched 
from Imperial to the 46th Street). 

Early in 1932 “Of Thee I Sing” 
opened at $5.50 and two other mu- 
sicals followed with the same top. 
a third being $6.60. During that 
spring, shortly after President Roose- 


ducer, according to a verdict handed | 
down by a New York supreme court | 
jury last week after a week of trial | 
before Justice Lloyd Church. Myer- | 
berg had demanded $70,000 for his! 
services in arranging a deal between | 
the defendants which resulted in the | 
refinancing of Disney productions, in| 
1940, by the underwriting of 150,000 
shares of 6% preferred stock at a par 
value of $3.750,000. Latter was of- 
fered for sale to the public. 

The jury decided that the bankers 
and Disney assumed liability for 
Myerberg’s services and assessed the 
former $30,000 and the latter $20,000. 


Myerberg, through his attorney, 
Emil K. Ellis, had alleged that under 
an agreement made in 1939 with the| 


receive “reasonable compensation,” | 


His demand for $70,000 was rejected 
| by both the investment house and 
| Disney. 


Rose-Hammerstein 


bankers, it was agreed that he was iw 


velt took office, a bank holiday and 
moratorium were ordered, and there- 
after the trend in ticket prices 
dropped. Top for “Sing” was sliced 
to $4.40 and a long run scored, but 
the other high-scaled musicals dis- 
appeared. Early in °32 there was also 


no admission tax on tickets up to $3 | 


but Congress adopted new tax laws 
and all tickets priced upward of 20c 
called for a 10% levy. That year 
a number of straight plays were 
priced at $3.50 or, actually, $3.85 
with the tax, and some musicals also 
used that scale. 

Reputed 


ing doubled from 10% to 20%, un- 
less there is a last-minute conces- 
sion in Washington. That means 


In the agen- | 
cies the price per pair will be $13.80, | 


be $6. or $12 per pair. 


cost being 90c per ticket (agency fee 
of 75c plus 20% tax). 


Sued for Alleged 


Lift Idea Responsible for “Jones” 


Attorney Howard E. Reinheimer | 
made a motion on Monday (24) to 
the most bizarre 


| 


dismiss one of 


| 


| plagiarism suits yet filed in N. Y. 
supreme court. Robert P. Steele, 
| New York newspaperman, started 
the suit against Billy Rose and 
Oscar Hammerstein, II, producer and 
author, respectively, of “Carmen | 
| Jones,” running at the Broadway, | 
N. Y. Plaintiff does not claim to} 


have had anything to do with writ-} 
ing “Carmen” but contends that he 
“invented a novel and original for- 
mula, a pattern plan and technique 
regarding grand opera,’ upon which 
“Jones” is allegedly based. 

Steele states that he wrote and 
copyrighted a play called “Hunks-a- 
Dory” in 1939, the script supposedly 
being an English version of “Rigo- 
letto.” In so doing the plaintiff 
claims that it was his idea to change 
the locale from Europe to America 
and to cast with “American types,” 
as in the colored-cast “Carmen.” 
Complainant claims to have origin- 
ated the idea of “transliteration of 
the original text.” Use of aliernate 


players, as in “Carmen,” is also a 
contention offered to support Steele’s 


Plaintiff's reference to the colored 


cast in “Jones” includes the claim 
that latter was part of an idea in 
which characters were selected from 
“well known recognizable everyday 
types in various lower strata of 
| society.” As for lyrics and dialog, 
| he says it was his idea to rewrite 
; opera in “colloquial American lan- 
guage, including the free use of 


vernacular dialect and slang.” 


Further contentions include claim 


| of originality for the idea of using 


“young, unknown, trained singers 
Obtained from musical schools and 
conservatories,’ which was in es- 
sence the method used to cast 
“Jones.” Also claimed as his idea 
is the use of “lighting, scenery, cos- 
tumes by Broadway or Hollywood 
professionals with no operatic ex- 
perience to create a fast-moving 
show acceptable to theatre and 
movie audiences.” 

Steele also says it was idea to use 
a large legitimate theatre with “nor- 
mal ticket prices” instead of the scale 
used for grand opera. Top at the 
Met is usually $7.70, while for 
“Jones” it’s $4.40. 

Steele asks all the 


“Carmen” 


theory. 


profits. 


of pre-deprecsion seasons being low- 


costly, “Hayride” enters | 
on the eve of the admission tax be- | 


+ Two Broadway musicals, “Jackpot” 


{ (Alvin) and “Carmen Jones” (Broad- 
| way), were jammed up for widely 
varied reasons last week, one being 
forced to cancel a matinee, while 
the cops were called to handle har- 
ried crowds at the other. 


Laiter instance concerned “Cars 
men Jones,” there having been two 
sets of tickets sold for the balcony. 
That came about because of a theatre 
party, a charity organization having 
sold a set of tickets at increased 
prices. Through an error the orig- 
inal balcony tickets were not yanked 
from the racks and kept aside. Re- 
sult was that more than 800 dupli- 
cates were in the hands of theatre- 
goers. The confusion came half an 
hour before curtain time last Thurs- 
day (20) evening with double the 
number of persons trying to use half 
as many seats. 

Stairways to the balcony were im- 
passable until order was restored, 
Some persons with balcony. stubs, 
unable to get upstairs, sat in lower- 
floor seats, and when persons with 
tickets for those locations arrived 
there was more difficulty and argu- 
ment. Performance started around 
nine o'clock and continued despite 
the trouble and noise out front. 


Shuberts, who operate the Broad- 
way, sent all available house man- 
agers to the theatre to help out. Per- 
sons inside and out were told to go to 
the boxoffice and get their money 
back. Many did so, others saying 
_they’d rather see the show. It was 
| later advertised that all tickets not 
| used because of the situation would 
be exchanged at the boxoffice. Scale 
| in the balcony. is $3.30 top. Charity 
bunch’s tickets called for $6.60, with 
increased prices also for seats fur- 
ther back. Boxoffice refunds called 
for the price printed on the tickets 
whether the originals or those at 
upped prices. A differential was dee 
termined between the usual prices 
and the charity sales so far as re- 
funds were concerned. Stated that 
the house agreed to stand the loss on 
refunds, it being indicated that the 
attraction’s management was not 
responsible. 

Jerry Lester’s Jam 

Cancellation of the midweek (1p) 
“Jackpot” matinee was rather a war 
casualty. Show’s chief comic, Jerry 
Lester, was detained for an induction 
physical. As he arrived for the exam 
early in the morning it was assumed 
| he would be finished well ahead of 
| matinee time. Lester said he had 
| been assured of prompt examination 
| but failed to reach the theatre until 
after three p.m. Before that time 
the management gave up hope of a 
| performance and dismissed the audi- 
ence. 

There was just as much confusion 
at the Alvin because of refunds or 
exchanges as there was at the Broad- 
way. Ironically, there were 60 sole 
diers in the nowsé@, gratis, for “Jack- 
pot.” Most were  convalescents 
| brought to the theatre in Red Cross 
ambulances. 

“Jackpot” management asked for a 
ruling from Equity as to whether one 
eighth of a week's salary was deduc- 
table. Even though the cancellation 
was no fault of the management, lat- 
ter was required to pay full salaries 
last week. Cancellation did not fall 
| within the “act of God” field as a 

non-liability reason, nor did any 
| other rule cover the situation. 

Usually there are understudies 
with casts but none in the case of the 
actor whose absence caused the can- 
ecellation. Explained that under- 
studies are usually engaged for- musi- 
cals after the show’s routine is set, 
| generally a couple of wee'rs after the 
| Broadway opening. 


ACTORS TEMPLE FORUM 
ON RACIAL PROBLEMS 


Stars and others of the Broadway 
stage will participate in a series of 
| discussions on racial persecution to 
| be conducted by the Actors Temple 
jin the N. Y. Times Square area next 

Monday night (31). Forums, organ- 

ized by Rabbi Bernard Birstein of 

the Temple, will feature speakers 
_from all walks of life in discussion 
of the most effective means of com- 
| bating the problem. There wili be no 
| solicitation of any ‘kind. 

Dean Alfange, lawyer and civie 
leader, will be a speaker at the 
initial meeting. Robert M. Weitman, 
| managing director of the N. Y. Para- 
mount theatre, will serve as chair- 
man at the first session. 
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Rural Issues Ad-Less 

No more advertising for the coun- 
try editions of the N. Y. Sunday 
News, effective this week-end (Jan. 
80.) Now costs a dime for an ad- 
less paper of modest proportions, 
whereas a year ago the price was a 
nickel, and for a_ substantially 
greater amount of reading matter. 

Ads were eliminated from the 
daily country editions of the News 
months ago as a paper conservation 
measure. Idea was to enable metro- 
politan editions to retain as much 
paper as possible. Subsequently 
found necessary to cut out Canadian 
circulation entirely. 

Although ad-less country editions 
will be operated at a big loss, of 
course, seen likely that the News will 
continue to maintain it at all costs. 
Country editions of the N. Y. daily 
help give it that astronomical circula- 
tion figure, biggest in the world, and 
News doesn’t want to relinquish it. 


“Scotty” Reston’s Background 

A bit of background on James B. 
Reston, N. Y. Times London corre- 
spondent, whose story on “Britain’s 
Fifth War Christmas,” considered 
one of the journalistic classics of 
World War II, and reprinted in “Va- 
riety” on Dec. 29, 1943: “Scotty,” so 
nicknamed because born jn Scotland 
in 1909, formerly wrote a column 
about N. Y. for the Associated Press. 
He then went to London for the AP 
and covered the British foreign of- 
fice. He joined the N. Y. Times in 
1939 in London, then was transferred 
to the Washington office of that 
paper jn 1941. ‘ 

During the summer of 1942 he 
wrote a book, “Prelude to Victory,” 
which had a big sale, following ex- 
cellent reviews. Following a short 
stint with the U. S. Office of War In- 
formation, he returned to London for 
the Times, where he is still stationed. 


Morris Office Adds Helen Strauss 

The William Morris Agency is at- 
tempting to build a comprehensive 
literary department on both coasts. 
The most recent addition to its staff 
is Helen Strauss, who for the past 
eight years has been assistant eastern 
story editor of Paramount. She re- 
signs there to join the Morris Agency 
in New York Feb. 26. 

Recently the Morris Agency added 
Joe Schoenfeld to its literary staff. 
He will be located on the Coast, 
after March 1. Schoenfeld left 
“Variety,” where he was associate 
editor, to join the agency. 

Miss Strauss in the east will aug- 
ment the department headed by Al- 
bert Schneider and including Berta 


Kaslow. On the Coast, besides 
Schoenfeld, Donald Hyde, Reece 
Halsey and Margerie Lyon are 


staffers. 


Faweett’s Aviation Award 

Annual Fawcett aviation award for 
scientific achievement, announced by 
Fawcett Publications, is the sum of 
$1,000 to the person, persons, or or- 
ganization making the greatest sin- 
gle contribution during the year to 
the scientific advancement of avia- 
tion as a public service. The win- 
ner for 1943 will be announced in 
February. 

Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, Maj. 
Gill Robb Wilson and Casey Jones 
will represent the field of aviation 
in judging the Award winner. Judges 
representing the publishers are W. 
H. Faweett, Jr., Bill Williams and 
Roland Cueva, co-editors of Me- 
chanix Illustrated Magazine. 


Baillie Names Dickinson 

Hugh Baillie, president of United 
Press, has announced appointment of 
William B. Dickinson as_ general 
manager for Australia. 

Latter succeeds Brydon Taves, 
killed in plane crash at New Britain 
last Dec. 26. 


Mencken’s “Language” Supplement 

H. L. Mencken back to Baltimore 
after his N. Y. visit, and will be at 
home for the next year, at least, to 
work on a supplement to the fourth 
edition of his “The American Lan- 
guage,” published in 1936. 

Mencken has already assembled 
data filling a huge series of filing 
cabinets for the supplement, com- 
prising new additions and changes in 
American English. On the chance 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 
25 West 45th Street, New York 


there might be some he’s overlooked, 
he asks those interested to send ad- 
ditional material to his home in Bal- 
timore at 1524 Hollins St. 
Supplement . tentatively 
for publication early in 1945. 


skedded 


CHATTER 

Raymond Moley is readying a 
tome about the film industry. 

Burns Mantle’s “Best Plays of 
1899-1909,’ will be published Feb. 9. 

Richard Aldington working on a 
biography of James McNeill Whis- 
tler. 

Philip Keenan, the Movieland pub- 
lisher, to Atlanta, Ga, for a mag 
distribution parley. 

Film studios bidding for Niven 
Busch’s novel, “Duel in the Sun,” 
just published by Morrow. 

Terrence Kennedy, West Coast 
scribbler, in N. Y. to follow through 
on several writing assignments. 

Janet Welt, formerly on the edi- 
torial staff of the N. Y. Journal-Am- 
erican, now writing for the Hillnian 
mags. 

Sumner Welles, former asst. U. S. 
secretary of state, has signed a con- 
tract with Harper's to publish his 
forthcoming book. 

Walter Hackett, who just died, was 
a great personal friend of Bob Davis, 
who discovered him as a writer for 
the old Munsey Magazine. 

Charles Fisher, Philly Record col- 
umnist, is penning a tome on Broad- 
way and Washington columnists for 
Howell Soskin, publishers. 

Memphis Press-Scimitar lost pho- 
tog Hilmon Pinegar to Army and 
reporter Virgil Fulling to OWI 
Overseas Branch past week. 

Joseph S. Finley rushing a novel 
to completion before getting his in- 
duction call. Novel is his first. He 
previously wrote short fiction. 

Jessyca Russell, profiling N. Y. 
Post’s “saloon editor,” Earl Wilson, 
for She mag. Piece is tagged, “The 
Man Who Knows All About Women.” 

Quentin Reynolds, in his address 
to the Democrats meeting for the 
Jefferson Day dinner, began with his 
compliments to this personage and 
that present, and then paid his re- 
spects to Postmaster General Frank 
C. Walker, Esquire! It got a big 
laugh. 


Actress Sues to Recover 
3G From Showman Who 


“Promised Her Stardom 


Action filed in New York police 
court against Alexander H. Cohen on 
behalf of Elaine Miller aims for the 
recovery of money which the young 
showman is alleged to have secured 
from Miss Miller, an aspiring actress. 
According to former magistrate Louis 
B. Brodsky, attorney for the plaintiff, 
Cohen secured $3,500 from his client 
on the promise to make her a star, or 
at least publicize Miss Miller’s stage 
appearances, and that he wrongfully 
retained $3,025 of her money. 

Virtually the only service that 
Cohen performed for Miss Miller, it 
is alleged, was to place her ina 
small part in “Bright Lights,” revue 
which he presented at the Forrest, 
N. Y., last September in association 
with Martin Poll and Joseph Kipness. 
The show was yanked after three 
performances. Miss Miller says that 
Cohen spent $475 of the money, 
mostly for gowns, on her, but wants 
to know what became of the balance. 

Cohen and Kipness presented “The 
Duke of Darkness’ at the Playhouse, 
N. Y., Monday (24). 


“Helen Alexander” Name 
Subject of Court Case 


The right to use of the name, 
“Helen Alexander,” in the music 
field will be decided by N. Y. su- 
preme court Justice Aaron J. Levy 
shortly. The court reserved decision 
on Tuesday (25) on the application 
for an injunction brought by Helen 
Alexander No. 1, a concert and radio 
artist, against Helen Alexander No. 
2, in the same field. 

Helen Alexander No. 1, through 
her attorney, claims prior rights be- 
cause that is her true name. She al- 
leges in her suit that she was subject 
to ridicule in the musical field when 
criticism of a recital given by No. 2 
in 1941 embarrassed her. 

In defense, Helen Alexander No. 2 
alleges that she selected her profes- 
sional name from a combination of 
her late father, Alexander Berger, 
and her given name. The plaintiff 
asserts that she had used the name 
since she joined the Capitol theatre 


811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


(N. Y.) “Hour of the Air.” 


Play on Broadway 


The Duke in Darkness 


Alexander H. Cohen and Joseph Kipness 
production of three-act drama (one scene) 
by Patrick Hamilton. Stars Philip Meri- 
vale; features Edgar Stehli and Louls Hee- 
tor; staged by Robert Henderson; settings 
by Stewart Chaney; opened Playhouse, 
N. Y., Jan. 24, ‘44; $3.30 top. 
The Duke of Laterraine....Philip Merivale 


Horace Cooper 
The Duke of Lamorre......... Louis Hector 
Tre Count d’Aublaye........4 Albert Carroll 
(Dorman Leonard 


| Joseph Vernay 


Patrick Hamilton specializes in 
thrill plays as witness “Angel Street” 
and “Rope’s End,” although the lat- 


ter didn't do well enough here some 
years ago. His newest meller is a 
one-set, 10-character play with 
doubtful chances. 


Rarely have all-male casi plays 
clicked, “The Duke in Darkness” be- 
ing of that type. Author has reached 
way back for his story. France of 
the 16th century. Background is civil 
war, with the struggle for power 
among the aristocracy. 


At the opening Duke of Laterraine, 
who has been imprisoned in the 
castle of his foe, Duke of Lamorre, for 
15 years, is seen with his servant 
Gribaud. They play chess and quar- 
rel, confinement weighing upon both. 
Laterraine feigns blindness as a 
means of getting more latitude in his 
quarters. Gribaud goes mad and his 
ravings hardly lighten the story. 

Lamorre comes to see his adver- 
sary, uneasy that there may be an 
uprising if Laterraine escapes. He 
decides to find out if the prisoner is 
really sightless and an old test is 
made. A poker is heated red hot by 
Lamorre’s swishy son and the iron 
is thrust close to the eyes of the 

risoner who does not flinch. That 
is supposed to be the thrill portion 
of the play. 

One of prisoner’s followers has 
been planted among the castle staff 
but has a difficult time convincing 
the duke of his identity. Then an 
involved escape is planned which 
takes up considerable time. It is 
necessary to get rid of the servant 
by poison and the body is tossed 
to the courtyard, a long rope indi- 
cating that Laterraine has escaped, 
while his servant was killed in the 
attempt. Way is paved for Lamorre 
to scurry for assistance, while the 
prisoner’s henchmen appear and they 
leave the castle. 

Philip Merivale is starred. It is 
nothing new for him to appear in 
costume drama and his Laterraine is 
good playing but he is on the stage 
too long. That is the result of the 
limited use of other characters. 


Edgar Stehli is the servant who 
goes insane. His is also a meritable 
performance; yet, a madman’s raving 
is hardly entertaining. Louis Hector 
is a character actor of standing, too, 
and his Lamorre may be liked by 
ene who go for this type of stage 
are. 


Though the best effort by the young 
managerial team of Cohen and Kip- 
ness, the staging by Robert Hender- 
son is in and out. It seems to be a 
take it or leave evening in the thea- 


tre. Ibee. 
Play Out of Town 
Decision 
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 21. 
Edward Choate production of drama by 


Edward Chodoroyv. Staged by author, Set- 


tings, Frederick Fox; presented at Play- 
house, Wilmington, Del., Jan, 21-22, ’'44; 
$2.20 top, 

Harriet Anderson 
Len D, Hollister 
Raymond Greenleaf 
Bowen. Mills 


Lane 


Pitagerald. Huber 
Tommy Riggs. +s Larry Hugo 
Dams 
Mrs. May Maddern 
Paul Ford 


In “Decision,” Edward Chodorov 
makes an honest, sincere attempt to 
present in terms of the theatre the 
homefront battle to preserve democ- 
racy .despite racial discrimination, 
bigotry and fascist-minded industrial 
leaders, 

Pulling but few punches, the au- 
thor holds to the thesis that power- 
ful forces are working to destroy the 
same brand of democracy at home 
that American soldiers are fighting 
to preserve on global battlefields, 
While he may -not have written a 
popular play, Chodorov certainly has 
fashioned ..a controversial drama 
whose main appeal will be to seri- 
ous-minded audiences of liberal 
viewpoint. 

At present “Decision” is in no 
shape for Broadway. More work 
must be done on it from. practically 
all angles, especially in speeding up 
the snail-like pace and in overcom- 
ing the handicap of long-winded 


speeches which tend to make the 


debut there tomorrow (27). 


people in the entire troupe. 


Wolper’s tune show. 


boasting a symphony orchestra. 


boast one of his own tunes. 


mand performance.” 


job overtime. 


“Suds.” 


may do. 


war expansion to go into show biz. 


( It is the show which Youmans o 
called “Good Neighbor,” and has none of the composer 


In the outfit which went to Baltimore are 55 pit musicians, there being 160 


Despite mixed notices, “Suds” has perked up at the b.o. 
flower” bows in at the Cort tonight (Wed.). 


Lee Falk, Hearst-syndicated cartoonist, 
has a new play, “The Passionate Congressman,” which Theron Bamberger 
This is not the cartoonist-playwright’s first play, however, a 
script of his, with Sam Levene, having been tried out by Gilbert Miller at 
Maplewood, N. J., some time ago, although it never got to Broadway. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


What may be among the season’s most costly musicals is 
mans’ Revue,” which entrained for Baltimore over the wee 


“Vincent You- 
kend, dated to 
riginally 
-mManager's music. 


A. L. Berman, attorney-manager, has withdrawn from the Youmans 
show, Dick Herndon going in as general manager. 
a producer and operated the Belmont theatre, N. Y. He had been retired 
from show business and was manufacturing cigars in Philadelphia for the 
past several seasons. Tom Bodkin also resigned as company manager and 
will be c.m. for “Follow the Girls” (formerly “Ankles Aweigh’’), Dave 


Herndon was formerly 


Youman’s revue has some difficult trouping slated, jumping to Toronto 
where it plays next week, then to Boston. ‘ 
New York at the Adelphi, currently lighted with Maurice Schwartz's 
Yiddish drama, “The Family Carnovsky,” which is listed to close Sunday 
(30). Latter is due to tour to the Coast after one of the best seasons by 
the Maurice Schwartz Yiddish Art Theatre troupe in years. 

The Youmans show joins the group of Broadway legit ventures 
Show management has corraled Max 
Goberman, former conductor of the Brooklyn, NYA and Ballet Theatre 
symphony orchs, to lead its longhair pit ensemble. 
off the beaten path in that it’s produced by a popular composer but doesn’t 
The score has been culled from the works 
of Ravel, Rimsky-Korsakoff and Ernesto Lecuona. 
be headed by Leonide Massine and Eugene Van Grona, respectively, with 
the Massine group dancing to Ravel's 
symphony of Rimsky-Korsakoff and a Lecuona score while the Van Grona 
ballets will utilize Lecuona exclusively. 


Show is reported opening in 


Revue is somewhat 


Two ballet groups will 


“Daphne et Chloe” suite, the “Antar” 


Alfred de Liagre, Jr., entered the Lenox Hill hospital, N. Y., Sunday 
for an emergency appendectomy Sunday (23). 
about the time the curtain rose in Washington for ‘The Voice of the 
Turtle,” special performance being given in aid of the infantile paralysis 
fund. De Liagre, Jr., is presenting the show at the Morosco, N. Y., where 
it is a smash. Annual legiter given in Washington for the fund is “a com- 


He was operated on just 


Boxoffice at the 44th Street, N. Y., where “Winged Victory” is packing 
‘em in, is unusually draughty, result being that several ticket sellers have 
been hospitalized. Corp. Lex Carlin, Jr., is in the Bronx area military 
hospital with pneumonia, but reported in favorable condition now. Pvt. 
Barney Bowman was in the Ft. Jay hospital last week with a respiratory 
irritation and so the balance of the ticket staff was forced to stay on the 


Meyer Davis, former maestro and now probably the most prolific backer 
of legit productions, was compelled to shift “Suds In Your Eye” from 
the Cort, N. Y., to the Forrest in order to spot “Wallflower,” which is his 
first solo production, at the former house. 


He also has a sizable slice of 
“Wall- 


slated for the Army soon, 


Report that Jack & Heintz will back Harry Green’s Broadway play with 
$50,000 is denied by William S. Jack, prez of the Cleveland defense plant. 
Said he and employees are too busy raising $30,000,000 for company’s post- 


average audience restless. Edward 
Choate has given it an excellent pro- 
duction and the acting generally is 
first rate. Some fine writing high- 
lights the dramatic moments, and 
while the comedy touches are few 
and far between, they in no way 
interfere with the play’s “message.” 

The plot revolves around a high- 
school professor “in a typical Amer- 
ican city” who, because of his love 
for democracy, agrees to head a citi- 
zens committee bent on destroying 
a political gang responsible for incit- 
ing riots between white and Negro 
workers. The gang, in turn, frames 
the high-minded professor but the 
play ends on a hopeful note as the 
eaucator’s soldier son takes up the 
homefront battle after being wound- 
ed in Sicily. 

Thomas W. Ross as the professor 
gives a thoughtful, intelligent per- 
formance, and close behind him is 
Larry Hugo as the soldier son. The 
latter’s homecoming from the war is 
especially well done. Jean Casto pro- 
vides comedy relief as a disillusioned 
school secretary. Other laughs .are 
provided by eorgia Burke as a 
housekeeper - turned - warplant 
worker. Hers is one of the most 
sympathetic roles in the show. Gwen 
Anderson is a charming heroine, and 
type roles are well handled by Matt 
Crowley, Paul Ford, Grace Mills, 
Merle Maddern, Rusty Lane, Paul 
Huber and Len D. Hollister. The 
author has staged his scenes with 
feeling, and Frederick Fox's two set- 
| tings are attractive. Klep. 


Pemberton Lectures 


Brock Pemberton is booked for a 

series of lectures on the theatre, his 
first address to be in Pittsburgh 
Monday (31), with Evansville, Ind., 
to follow and there are a half a 
dozen more dates through February. 
Manager says he has no intention of 
taking to the platform regularly but 
will fill in while awaiting a play to 
produce, 
There have been few theatre taiks 
on the rostrum for the past year or 
so. Several critics were formerly in 
the lecture field, namely John Mason 
Brown, formerly of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, who is in the Navy; Burns 
Mantle, retired reviewer for the 
News, who gave occasional stage 
talks, and John Anderson, of the 
Journal-American, who died last 
summer, 


Legit Followup 


‘WINGED VICTORY’ 
(44th Street, N. Y.) 


Seeing ‘Winged’ Victory a second 
time, several things stand out. Fore- 
most, of course, is the way the Moss 
Hart play stands up as such a spec- 
tacular, moving show. While famili- 
arity lessens the impact slightly, 
various things come to attention to 
offset this. 


One thing, apparent to anyone 
versed in radio production, is the 
manner in which Sgt. David Rose’s 
musical score provides mood bridges 
between scenes. That's typical radio 
technique and is one of the arttul 
tricks that legit craftsmen have been 
either too aloof or too obtuse to 
learn from the broadcasters. With 
his radio background, it was a simple 
matter to Sgt. Rose. But it’s some- 
thing every playwright, producer 
and director on Broadway could 
profitably study. It’s unquestionably 
an effective way to sustain or de- 
velop an audience mood between 
scenes—and it is practically never 
done in the theatre. 

As it was in his ‘Lady in the Dark,” 
Hart’s writing is quite modern in 
form. That is not a matter of con- 
tent or subject matter, but of method. 
Whether it is the influence of films 
and radio, with their quick move- 
ment and rapid succession of short 
scenes, Hart has obviously absorbed 
something of that style of story-tell- 
ing. He also uses music, dance, 
crowds and, particularly in ‘Winged 
Victory,’ a broader sweep than most 
playwrights do. It provides striking 
effects. 

As to individual performances, 
‘Winged Victory’ has slipped slightly 
in some instances, but has improved 
in the crowd scenes. Of the leading 
players, Cpl. Mark Daniels has lost 
the little variation and shading he 
originally had, but Pvt. Dick Hogan 
and Pvt. Barry Nelson retain the 
edge of their playing, Pfc. Edmond 
O’Brien has avoided broadening his 
performance, but Pvt. Don Taylor 
now overplays a bit. The shallow- 
ness of Phyllis Avery’s playing con- 
firms the earlier suspicion that hers 
is a fool-proof part rather than a 
sensitive performance, but Elisabeth 
Fraser registers just as clearly, and 
Jean McCoy and Olive Deering are 
as convincing as before. Of the others, 
Pvt. Alan Baxter, Pvt. Whitner Bis- 
sell, Pvt. Philip Bourneuf, Pvt. 
George Petrie, Pvt. Karl] Malden and 
2d Lt. Don Beddoe are notable. 


There have been a few cast changes, 

and Sgt. Norman Leyden has suc- 

ceeded Sgt. Rose as 
e. 


ductor. 
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Broadway 


Tom Fizdale’s hives. 
Peter Donald (“Can You Top This’) 
is 4-F. 
Billie Burke’s Saturday (22) pro- 
gram a laugh on horse players. 


Everett Sloane now has a red 
“beaver” to match his titian crop. 
Frank Loesser, songwriter-soldier, 
in town, stationed around N, Y. 
Louella O. Parsons due in for a 
quickie visit the first of February. 


Son, 


John Fogarty back after extended | 
appearances in Australia and South, 
Pacific islands for the USO. 

‘Theatrical attorney Arthur F. Dris- 
col] to Florida for rest; gallbladder 
trouble. 

Sam Salvin now running the Monte 
Carlo for the proprietors, and it’s a 
big click. 

“Durante, Patron of the Arts,” lat- 
esi wow number put across by 
Schnozzola. 

Walter Reade has taken a house at | 
Miami Beach and will remain there | 
for three months. 

Harold J. Mirish, head booker 
RKO, sunning himself in Florida for 
a two-week hiatus. 

The Ruth Webb in ‘Early to Bed’ is 
not the same Ruth Webb singing at} 
the Gay Continental. 

Harold Greenberg, buyers for the | 
Par-Netco circuit upstate, temporari- 
ly deferred from army duty. 

Fred Stone is completing his auto- 
biography which will be published 
by Whittlesey House this fall. 

Nicholas Napoli, prez of Artkino, 
due back from the Coast this week 
after sojourning there since Novem- 
ber. 

Bryan Foy, 20th-Fox producer, who 
has “Guadalcanal Diary” to his cred- 
it, due in N. Y. this week from 
Coast. 

Paul Lazarus. Jr., planning a new 
type of junket for film editors in 
connection with ‘Knickerbocker Hol- 
iday.’ 

Herman Citron, in for a short visit 
here, will be shifted to MCA’s film 
department upon his return to the 
Coast. 

Eddie Saunders, assistant general 


sales manager for Metro, is sched- 
uled to leave for the Coast today 
(Wed.). 


Spencer Hare now in full charge 
of Cafe Zanzibar’s publicity since 
Carl Erbe left for an extended stay 
in Florida. 

In peak form at Boxing Writers’ 
dinner, Jimmy Walker mentioned he 
won the dais-climbing championship 
years ago. 

Manya Shayon, daughter of the 
Fanchon & Marco exec, Sam Shayon, 
is being considered for a part in a 
CBS serial. 

Fred Schwartz, v.p. of the Century 
circuit, played host to a group of film 
men over the weekend at his Lake 
Placid estate. 

Booze in Philly reminds of the 
prohibtion days: tougher to get now 
than then, but just as bad in quality 
in some spots. 

Sam Jaffee, 20th-Fox producer of 
“The Sullivans,” in N. Y. from Holly- 
wood, ditto the parents of the five 
Sullivan boys. 

Gladys Shelley now penning lyrics 
for the new Vincent Youmans revue. 
Also doing some ‘for Dave Wolpet’s 
‘Follow the Girls.’ 


, tween George Elcock and Associated 


Warner Bros., back from Coast hud- 
dles with Jack L. Warner and 
Charles Einfeld. Stopped off in Chi- 
cago on return trip. 

Richard Kollmar, producer and 
leading player of “Early to Bed,” at 
the Broadhurst, flunked his Army 
physical last week and is 4-F. Ditto 
Jerry Wayne, on the same show. 

Evelyn Knight, singer at the Blue 
Angel. screen-tested by 20th-Fox. 
The Bernards, pantomimists at’ the 
Same nitery, tested for next Bob 
Hope picture at Paramount. 

_ Radie Harris doing a special jop 
In the Warner talent department, 
working with Sol Biano, of the stu- 
dio, who is in N. Y.. 
eastern field for all available talent. 

Spivy’s return to her own night 
club, Spivy’s Roof, which was sched- 
uled to take place tonight (26) de- 
ferred until the following Wednes- 
day (Feb, 2) because of the star's in- 
fluenza. 


London 


Sydney Hyman ordered to hospital 
for four weeks of rest by his doc- 
tor, 

Michael Balson will film J. B. 
cen play, “They Came to a 

Walter Fitzgerald, who plays title 
role in “Mr, Bolfry,” is father of a 
new daughter. 

Will Collins to tour “Gypsy Prin- 
cess” revival for eight months, open- 
ing Bristol April 3. 

“nnis Hylton around again after a 
bout with flu which kept her bedrid- 
den for four weeks. 

Phillip Ridgeway, former show 
Procucer, and also with BBC, has re- 
ured from show biz. 


Sid Field has bought a house in) 


Roehampton and moving his family 
ever from Birmingham. 
Nit the Deck” starts touring the 


in covering the} 


| 


| 


Poland, getting his final American, 


provinces for Tom Arnold in Feb- | 
ruary, with tour to last eight months. 

Mrs. Henry Mollison, aged 
mother of William and Henry Molli- 
seriously ill after suffering 
stroke, 

Nova Pilbeam, who lost her hus- 
band in a flying accident, has now 
had news her brother in the RAF is} 
missing. 

Bud Flanagan out of the Jack | 
Hylton show, “Hi-de-Hi,” for a week, | 
due to laryngitis, with Eddy Gray | 
subbing. 

Esther McCracken, authoress of 
“Quiet Week End.” had news of the 
death of her husband, a lieutenant- 
colonel, in Italy. 

Jimmy Phillips, general manager 
for Peter Maurice, has finally pre- 
vailed upon the British Broadcasting 
Cerp. to lift the ban on “Paper Doll.” 

Alma theatre, Luton, alter trying 
plays and musicals for nine weeks, 
is to revert to films. It’s an As- 
sociated British Picture Corp, house. 

“Home Coming Waltz,” second in 
list of best song sellers, was written 
by Bob Musel and Ray Sonin, which 


makes it an Anglo-American suc- 
cess. 
Kinematograph Renters’ Society, 


have stil not okayed the deal be- 
British Picture Corp. It involves 22 
theatres. 

Jackie Billing (and Chase), former 
vaudevillian, has established himself 
as dance producer, after having 
staged the dances in Bernard Del- 
font’s “Something For the Boys.” 

A cabaret girl, Fanja Lefkovaite, 
has been left $1,600 by an RAF flight 
officer in his will, provided she can 
be found within four years. Fund 
left in will of Gerald P. King, RAF 
officer. 

Ronday Productions, after 53 
weeks’ tour of show, “No Orchids for 
Miss Blandish,” to start new tour, 
opening Reading Feb. 14 by arrange- 
ment with Charles L. Tucker's En- 
terprises. 

Firth Shephard, confined to Lon- 
don Clinic for three weeks due to 
verge on nervous breakdown, com- 
ing out next week. But has been 
ordered to the country for complete 
month’s rest. 

“Lilac Domino,” just revived at 
Manchester, to big ‘reception, by Jack 
Hylton, is expected to come to His 
Majesty’s theatre after run of “Cin- 
derella” pantomime, sometime in 
March, or late February. 

Board of Trade has granted special 
exhibitors’ quota for reissue of Alex- 
ander Korda’s “Four Feathers,” now 
being handled by Associated British 
Film Distributors, and expected 
same concession will be given to 
“The Drum,” also former Korda epic, 
now handled by A.B.F.D. 

Bernard Delfont experiencing bad 
luck with his new production, “Some- 
thing For the Boys.” Cole Porter’s 
musical registered big hit at Glas- 
gow, where it opened prior to Lon- 
don, with leading lady. Evelyn Dall, 
down with flu and now Daphne Bar- 
ker (“Chikita”) is also down with 
same complaint. 


Hollywood 


Hal Roach upped from major to 
lieut.-colonel. 

Douglas Drake changed his film 
1ame to Johnny Mitchell. 

Al Kingston east to set up a New | 
York office for his agency. 

Anne Jeffreys, western film actress, 
to wed Capt. Robert Serena. 

Mary Boland reported on 
mend following major surgery. 

Roy Chanslor, screen writer, hos- 
pitalized for abdominal treatment. 

William Thomas, producer for 
Paramount, laid up with. bronchitis. 

Hal Walker, Paramount director, 
cracked an ankle in a motor crash. 

Lieut. (j.g.) Bob Stack visiting old 
friends after 20 months in the Navy. 

Jaik Rosenstein, former flack at 
Varners, checked out of the Army.} 

Bert Wheeler goes east in spring | 
for a Mike Todd musical, still un-| 
titled. 

Fred W. Beetson, recovering from| 
serious illness, will return to work in 
two weeks. 

John Carradine taking his Shakes- 


the | 


pearean troupe on a tour of coast 
army camps. 
Sam Spewack vacationing in Hol- 


lywood on his way from Moscow to} 
India for OWI. 
Fred Lynch, publicity director for | 
Radio City Music Hall, in town to 
ogle new product. 
Kurt Katch, screen actor born in 


citizenship papers. 

Howard lLydecker to 
Janeiro to film special 
Republic’s “Brazil.” 

Don Eddy returned to Hollywood 
to write about screen personalities 
for American Magazine. 

Betty Hutton, whose illness stopped 
shooting on “Incendiary Blonde,” is 
due back at work Jan. 31. ir 

Walter Donaldson, song writer, 
filed suit for divorce against Walda 
Mansfield, screen actress. 

Henry Busse, band leader. recu- 
perating at Santa Monica following 


Rio de 
effects for 


] 
relapse after surgery several months! 
ago. 

John Farrow sold “Goliath.” tale 
of his experiences in the Canadian 
Navy, to Adventure Magazine. 

_Paul Lazarus, Jr., head of pub- 
licity and advertising for United Art- 
ists, in town for promotional huddles. | 

Bernie Williams resigned from! 
Warners aiter 13 years to become | 
publicity director for Hunt Strom- 
berg. 

Bicycle collision between Bonita. 
Granville and Peggy O'Neill stopped 
work for a day on “Song of the 
Open Road.” 

Mary C. McCall, Jr.. returned to 
her scripting after visiting her hus- 
band, Capt. David Bramson, in camp 
near Macon, Ga. 

Arthur Zellner appointed business 
manager of the Metro studio flackery, | 
a new job on the Culver City lot.) 
although other plants have had them > 
for years, 

Jimmy Stewart, now Capt. James 
M. Stewart, U.S.A.. awarded title of 
“California’s outstanding young man 
of 1943” by L. A. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Mianai 
Claudia Jordan is 
Mother Kelly’s. 
Billy Gorman is new emcee at Syd 
Siskind‘s 634 Club. 
Jackie Miles vacationing here prior 
to his opening at the Clover Club 


thrush a 


new 


| Feb, 


Arthur Murray and wife are va- 


cationing at Miami Beach. Ditto 
Jack Robbins. music publisher. 
New Clover Club show includes 


Joan Gray. Radio Ramblers, the 
Chadwicks and Fifth Avenue Models. 
f Fisher and White. comedians, are 
in their fifth month at the Five! 
o’Clock Club: somewhat of a record. | 

Yvette and Choo Choo Johnson 
guested on the “Contact” program |} 


over WKAT Jan. 19. Yvette is cur- | 


rently appearing at exclusive 


Brook Club. 
Jack Marshall signed to headline 
Beachcomber show. beginning Feb. 2. 


the 


and Joey Adams, Enrica and Novello, 
The Harmonettes, and Gil Johnson 
complete lineup. 


Mexico City | 


Tony Suarez orchestra at El Rhin, 
Guadalajara. 

Margo, Mex actress now in U. S. 
films, in from Hollywood for visit. 

Stove gas shortage hitting res- 
taurants, including those of hotels 
and niteries. 

Erich Klieber, Havana orchestra 
leader, headed for Mexico to lead 
the Philharmonic. 

Irma Gonzalez, soprano, back from 
U. S., making Mexico City stage and | 
radio appearances. } 

Joseph Breen returned to Los An- 
geles after two wecks’ visit here with 
Rockefeller foundation. 

Sergio de Karlo. Mexican 
writer, helped Michael Todd 
‘Mexican Hayride’ in N. Y. 

Leon Miller, dancer with A. “B. | 
Marcus show, rounding out 17 years 
as a performer with the show. 

“Bambi,” by Felix Salten, book on} 
which Disney’s pic classic was based, 
best seller in Mexico in December. | 

Town now has 73 cinemas oper-} 
ating. Latest is the Cine Reforma, 
2,500-seat second runner, in Mixcoac, 
a suburb. 

Montparnasse iaiest nitery. 
Cosio, folksongstress. heading the 
floor show. She's doubling at the Rio 
Rosa nitery. 


song- 
with 


Mayor probing recent raise in 
picture theatre prices by four top 
houses afier complaints from a 
woman organization. Top prices | 


were 4.00 pesos (80 cents). 

Move started to limit the number | 
of foreign players and technicians 
working in and on each Mexican pic. 
Mexicans are growing restless at the 
inroad of aliens in these fields. 

American and English music fea-} 
tured on weekly half-hour Saturday 
night program at radio station XEW, 
with Miliza’ Korjus. soprano: Daniel 
Duno, baritone: and Dr. Ernest Roe- 
mer’s 40-piece orchestra. American 
music is mostly Herbert's and Sou- 
sa’s. G. Kessel & Co., j 


watcn 


| tributors, sponsoring. 


Reno 


By Ted Friend 


Much nightlife activity in Reno. 
Inferno Club has Bud Connell’s 
band. with Bob Misner, Dottie Dee 


j}and Joy Davis, and Fay Wilson as 


emcee. 

Taking a tip from success of cer- 
tain Frisco niteries. the Dog House ! 
is showing an all-Chinese’ show. 
Business is excellent as result. 

Joe Zemansky’s Club Fortune has 
sock new show. with Johnny Faust |} 
and his puppet act. Frank Reynolds. 
singer, and the Cotton Sisters, toe | 
dancers. Bob Harris plays for 
dancing and show. 

Rubinoff garnering whole-page 
publicity in Reno’s papers. with con- | 
cert for Infantile Paralysis Drive, 
visits to hospitals and success at, Bob | 
Miller's Trocadero, where he has: 
them making reservations in ad-! 
vance. Trocadero sold out opening | 
night (24) for Sophie Tucker's first | 
appearance in Reno. 


' national repute, died Jan. 20 at Mt. 


“Paying 


‘stricken and rushed to the hospital. | 


‘Alice and Marie Lloyd. 


| two months ago after four years in| 


My Dreams” and “The Kiss Burglar.” 


and 


OBITU 


ARTES 


WALTER HACKETT 


Walter Hackett, 67, playwright, 
producer and stage director of inter-, 


Sinai hospital, New York, after a 
brief illness. He had written and 
staged plays both here and abroad. 
Mosi of his plays were produced in 
London, where he resided from 1915 
to 1940, after which he returned to} 
the U. S. His wife, Marion Lorne, 
starred in most of his London pro- 
ductions. 

Hackett was probably best known 
for “The White Sister,” on which he 
collabed with F. Marion Crawford; 
“It Pays to Advertise,” 


which he co-| 
authored with the late Roi Cooper, 
Magrue and “Capt. Applejack.” trio) 
enjoying long and prosperous runs | 
here and later duplicated for London. 

Other Hackett plays included | 
the Price,” “The Invader” | 
and “The Regeneration.” which he| 
authored with Owen Kildare and all, 
produced in 1908. In addition to. 
those mentioned he authored or col-! 
laborated on some 50 plays. 

While abroad in addition to writing | 
and staging of his plays, he managed 
the Duke of York theatre, London | 
in 1930 and also opened the White- 
hall theatre there. Four years later 
he leased the Apollo theatre, where} 
he remained until 1937 and then ac-| 
quired the Vaudeville theatre, which | 
he operated until 1938. 


ROSIE LLOYD 
Rosie Lloyd, 63, English vaude per- | 
former and sister of Alice Lloyd, in- | 
ternationally famous singing come- 
dienne, died in London Jan. 19 fol- 
lowing an operation. She had been 


i 
appearing in the pantomime at the} 


previous Saturday when she was, 


Miss Lloyd had her greatest 
triumphs in London productions and 
in the music halls of London and | 


|to America by the late Percy G 


, Williams for a tour of his theatres | 


‘in the early 1900s after the impres- 
sario had brought over her sisters, 
She did a 
singing single on her American tour. | 
Upon return to E--gland she married 
William Pulaski, of the Pulaski 
Bros., top comedians in the London 


halls. Pulaski died several years 
ago. | 

Survived by five sisters and a 
brother. 


CHESTER ALEXANDER 

Chester Alexander, 53, former 
vaude and nitery performer, dropped 
dead in Miami Jan. 19. He had been 
conyersing with his wife and friends 
when he suddenly toppled over and 
was later pronounced dead. 

Alexander had returned to Miam: | 


theatrical work in the middle west | 
and the Pacific coast. Before com- 
ing to Miamj 21 years ago, he toured | 
in vaude partnered with Frank Mad- 
den. He conducted and emceed} 
shows at various n-teries in Miami, | 
the last being a six-year engagement 
at the Club Bagdad. Since 1933 he | 
had been a theatrical agent. 


atre owner, died Jan. 17 in Los An- 
Survived by widow and a brother. | geles. 
JOHN E. COUTTS Mother of Ford Bond and Bill 
John E. Coutts, 61, died at Tampa,|} Bond, radio announcers, died Jan. 
Fla., Jan. 8. Although reported to| 23 in Louisville, Ky. 
have booked some acts for Miami, — " 


he was mostly inactive for the past 
10 years. 

While a vaude agent Coutts was 
associated in the production of some 
vaudeville acts, including “Sawing a 
Woman in Half.” 


sumed control 
atre, London, until the | 
A femme line of 12, Tony Canzoneri | UD 


in Bloomfield, Plainfield and West- 
field, N. J. He was Iso the organizer 
of a chain of houses in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, and operated the criginal 
Paramount and Proctor’s theatres in 
Newark. 

Until retirement, three years ‘ago, 
Puinam maintained a theatrical of- 
fice in downtown Newark. 

ARTHUR WALTON 

Arthur Barth, known profession- 
ally as Arthur Walton, last surviving 
member of the Four Waltons, aerial 
act, died Jan. 17 in Toledo. ; 

For 25 years the Four Waltons 
were headliners with Barnum and 
Bailey, Forepaugh, Sells Brothers, 
and other tent shows. Also played 
on vaude ciricuits. 

JOHNNY NOBLE 

John Avery Noble, Hawaiian song- 
writer, died in Honolulu Jan, 13 of a 
heart attack Only a few hours be- 
fore his collapse he was with friends, 
apparently in good health. 

Body was cremated, following ser- 
vices attended by various Hawaiian 
glee clubs and the Royal Hawaiian 
band. 


AL RYDELL 
advertising manager of “Variety,” 
and Sam, manager of RKO Franklin, 
N. Y., died of pneumonia Jan. 24 
in New York. Five brothers and a 
sister survive. 

WILLIAM E. CONRAD 
William E. Conrad, 70. who man- 
ged the Al G. Field's minstrel 

troupe for many years and who as- 
after Field’s death, 
died at his home in Columbus, O.,, 
Jan. 14. 
DANIEL FREES 
Daniel Frees, 50, radio writer and 
onetime foreign correspondent for 


the provinces. She also was brought |New York World, died Jan. 17 in 


Los Angeles. In 
scripts for 


recent years he 


| wrote transcribed pro- 


| grams. 


JACK PARTINGTON 

John Allen Partington, 54, died of 
a heart attack ut his home, 400 Park 
avenue, N. Y., yesterday (Jan. 25). 
Wife, son and two sisters survive. 

Details on page 2. ; 

CARLYLE BARRETT 

Carlyle Barrett, 49, died in New 
Haven on Jan. 15, He was Warner 
Bros. Connecticut district manager, 
with offices in New Haven. 

Widow survives. 

Robert Allison, 58. assistant comp- 
troller for Universal, died Jan. 23 in 
Hollywood. For the last 25 years he 
had been auditor for various indie 
producers. 


Mrs. Minnie Leopold, 78, mother 


lof Ed Wynn, comedian, and Leon 
|Leopold, manager of Walnut the- 
atre, Phila., died in Atlantic City, 
Jan. 20. 


Frank Rechenmacher, 76, film the- 


MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Dirks to Bill Doemling, 
Jan. 23, Los Angeles. Bride was sec- 
retary at Warwick-Legler agency; 
groom assistant producer on Groucho 


Formerly Coutts & Tennis, 
f Marx radio show. 
which sent shows with Broadway " G 

tat } “s ermine Munro ‘(Hermine Green- 
reputations around the one nighters, H ine 
4a 1.23 reer ( fc. Nelso 4. 
these attractions included “Girl of | berger) to Pfc. 

nal Corps. son of Edward Gro Hol- 


GERTRUDE RALSTON 


Gertrude Ralston, 53, former vaude 


burlesque performer who in 
private life was Mrs. Bert Bertrand, | 
died Dec. 28 at Boston, Mass. 

Miss Ralston had been prima 
donna for many years with burlesque 


iductor of 


|lywood and Broadway producer. Miss 


Munro toured with “Junior Miss. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. James Coy, son. last 
week in New York. Father is con- 
“Magic of Music” on 


shows on the Columbia Circuit. She | WNEW. 

later married Bert Beitrand, come- Mr. and Mrs. Clem DeFrancisco, 
dian, and after the fold of the Co-/|son, Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. Father 

lumbia wheel appeared with hus- | former manager of WB's Ritz. 
band in vaude under team name of | Mr. and Mrs. Edward Force 
Bertrand and Ralston. ldeughter, Clty. , 
F aug 3 sey ity, Jan. 18, 
Husband and daughter survive. Jpather is assistant manager and 

Tawar 

WILLIAM PUTNAM RKO Proctor’s, Newark, 


William Putnam, 67, former New 
Jersey theatre owner and operator, | 
died in Newark, Jan. 18, after a pro-| 
longed iliness. 

A lifelong Newark resident, Put-| 
nam founded the Essex Amusement 
Company in 1911, operating houses 


Lt. and Mrs. E. J. Rice, son, Jan. 17, 
Shenandoah, Ia. F2ther was vocalist 
with Orrin Tucker's orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Correll, son, 
Jan. 23, Hollywood. Father is Andy 
of “Amos ‘n’ Andy” radio team. 
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Here Line-Up for Chosen ty Csgutres Board of HolMustec 
Esquire Jazz Concert | 
fer a Shrilling, History-Making 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG 
SESSION the METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE 
Fiano 
ART TATUM ucsday night fomuary al 8:45 
TEDDY WILSON . 
° Hear music history being made in-this, the first jazz concert 
Clarinel ° ever given at the Met. Every instrument played by its greatest ee 
BARNEY BIGARD exponent...selected by America’s leading jazz authorities, 
* AL CASEY dmission Co Wlar Bond Buyers Onty Concertis 
¢ staged for the sale of War Bonds in the Fourth oe | 
Tromtone Bond Drive. Buy a bond PLETE anc 
Daums up to etter the 19.6 Mt served. Bonds | 
SIDNEY CATLETT available at WJZ Bl OLD Ca 
Saxofrhon e Bidg., in Radio City... also at War Bond Square, N.E.corner 
COLEMAN HAWKINS § 52nd and 6th (conducted by Gem Safety Razor Corp.). fe : 
Buss BLrwadcast of Concert Over Zand Blue Network 
Os ° 
Part of the concert will be featured by Coca- Cola on 1 the 
Odd Grbtuuments Victory Parade of Spotlight Bands, Tuesday, 
RED NORVO ¢ Jan. 18th, 9:30-9:55 E. W.T. 
* LIONEL HAMPTON | 
3 
Vocalist 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG * 
Vocalist 
BILLIE HOLLIDAY ° 
* MILDRED BAILEY of 
B 
ha 


JOE GLASER 


1436 R.C.A. Building — Circle 7-0862 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
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